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ARIZONA'S USDA FARM
SERVICE AGENCY STATE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

REQUESTING INPUT ON
UPCOMING DATES
JUNE 11 &12: AZ COTTON INDUSTRY ANNUAL MEETING

JUNE 17: QUARTERLY ACRPC BOARD MEETING ¥ CALL FOR ARIZONA PIE
K PARTICIPANTS

JUNE 17: COTTON & COFFEE -7:30AM CENTRAL-@ 5 SOUTHWEST TOUR. -

JUNE 18: MARICOPA COUNTY FB EAST POLICY MEETING < JULY 13-18, 2025

JUNE 22-24: COTTON INCORPORATED WOMEN'S TOUR - EPA FINALIZES

JUNE 24: DEPT OF AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COUNCIL 'NSEPCQ;')C'EDE S\T\IRI_AJEg I\E/ TO

JUNE 25: MARICOPA COUNTY FB WEST POLICY MEETING WSS

JULY 4: INDEPENDENGE DAY ®



https://www.azcottongrowers.org/annual-meeting
https://cotton.az.gov/
https://cotton.az.gov/
https://www.cottonboard.org/cotton-coffee
https://www.maricopacountyfb.org/event-details/policy-development-meeting-1
https://www.cottonboard.org/producer-tours
https://www.maricopacountyfb.org/event-details/policy-development-meeting-2
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CRISIS HELPLINE SUPPORTS ARIZONA'S AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY
COMMUNITIES

The AgriStress Helpline, a collaborative effort by AgriSafe Network and Arizona state partners, offers
specialized crisis support for the agricultural community.

Life in agriculture can be rewarding but tough, with challenges like unpredictable markets, financial
pressures, or the demands of rural life. That's why Arizona’s farmers, ranchers and forestry workers
now have access to a dedicated crisis helpline, launched to address the unique challenges faced by
these communities.

The AgriStress Helpline, available 24/7 by calling or texting 833-897-AGRI (2474), offers free and
confidential support for issues like financial stress, family conflicts and mental health struggles.

This initiative was launched with help from partners across the state including the University of
Arizona Cooperative Extension, Arizona Department of Agriculture, Arizona Farm Bureau, Arizona
Department of Health Services and Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) by the
AgriSafe Network, a nonprofit organization which aims to promote mental health through
education, resources and support.

What sets AgriStress apart? The folks answering your calls are trained to understand the unique
stressors of agricultural and forestry work. From market slumps to family dynamics or injuries, they
get it.

“Our statewide community needs assessment highlighted mental wellbeing as a key community
priority,” said Michele Walsh, associate director for family, consumer and health sciences for the
University of Arizona Cooperative Extension. “That's why we started the Agriculture and Rural Mental
Health Collaborative with our partners in 2023.
Together, we identified the need for tailored

supports to meet the unique needs of Arizona'’s Lo N G H o U Rs
agriculture community.” =N 9
Need help fast? Calls are answered in under 30 TOU GHf DA¥s

seconds, and if you're in immediate danger,
Don’t carry the load alone.

they'll provide tailored support to keep you safe.
Additional resources and information are
available at agrisafe.org/agristress-helpline.

Save the AgriStress Helpline number and know
support is just a call away.

Want to stay updated on more resources for our

ag communities? Subscribe here to CALES =

Insid behind-th look at th [ Adristress
nsider, your behind-the-scenes look at the | :  HELPLINE’
people, programs, and impact across the ' ot
University of Arizona College of Agriculture, Life
and Environmental Sciences, the Arizona
Experiment Station, and Cooperative Extension.

833.897.2474
Ean or text
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https://extension.arizona.edu/
https://extension.arizona.edu/
https://www.agrisafe.org/agristress-helpline
https://uarizona.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cRMSaOWzPoBMZuK
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Rooted in Arizona Agriculture.  reodsagrsusiess
Invested in Your Success.

A true partner for cotton

farmers— season after season.
Our dedicated team understands the

complexities of your work— from managing cash
flow between planting and harvest to navigating
evolving regulations and market shifts. With
extensive experience in food and ag finance, we
can provide valuable insights, guidance, and
flexible solutions to help you sustain your
operation and secure your legacy.

Connect with our
local experts today:

Whether you're investing in land, equipment, or
growth, we'll work alongside you to cultivate long-
term success.

Jeff Shook

Senior Relationship Manager

JShook@htlf.com
602.515.7912

Tyler Jewell

Senior Relationship Manager

TJewell@htlf.com
480.678.5845

Let's get started

today.
@ htlf.com/food-and-ag

UMB Bank, n.a. is an 1=} Equal Housing Lender | Member FDIC

Gianna Ruiz

Senior Portfolio Manager

GRuiz@htlf.com
84 5.596.5816
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http://htlf.com/food-and-ag
http://htlf.com/food-and-ag
http://htlf.com/food-and-ag
http://htlf.com/food-and-ag
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SINE KERR APPOINTED AS ARIZONA'S
USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY STATE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
g ‘*~ YO 1{ The U.S. Department
" L ' ! of Agriculture (USDA)
: BV has announced the
appointment of Sine
Kerr as the State
Executive Director for
the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) in
Arizona. This appointment is part of a broader
initiative to strengthen agricultural leadership
across the nation.

Sine Kerr brings a wealth of experience to her
new role. She served in the Arizona State Senate
from 2018 to 2025, where she was the
Chairwoman of the Natural Resources, Energy,
and Water Committee. During her tenure, Kerr
was instrumental in championing legislation
aimed at the betterment and protection of
agriculture in the state.

INn her capacity as State Executive Director, Kerr
will oversee the implementation of federal farm
programs and provide support to Arizona's
agricultural producers through FSA services,
including disaster assistance, conservation
programs, and farm loans. Her leadership is
expected to play a pivotal role in advancing the
USDA's mission within the state.

This appointment underscores the USDA's
commitment to ensuring that experienced and
dedicated individuals are at the helm of
agricultural development and support at the
state level.

For more information on the USDA's recent
appointments and initiatives, you can visit the
official press release here.
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REQUESTING INPUT ON RESEARCH

PRIORITES

As we prepare for the 2026 State Support Grant,
we would like to gather your insights.

What are the key research areas in the Arizona
Cotton Industry that should receive funding?
Your input is valuable in selecting priorities and
suggesting updated topics to guide the State
Support Committee in establishing research
grant priorities for 2026.

State Support Questionnaire

Listed below are a number of research categories that the ACGA State Support Program
has funded over the past years. We are asking you to select your priorities, and

provide updated topics to help the State Support Committee develop a list of research
grant priorities for 2026,

Your feedback will contribute to a list of high-
priority projects aimed at enhancing producer
profitability. Kindly fill out the questionnaire
before June 19th to ensure that your input is
considered.

SEE YOU AT THE ANNUAL
MEETING!

SCHEDULE
REGISTRATION )

(602) 437-1344 |

www.azcottongrowers.org


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFhKbSSK9_hgHdbfdWGIO08ouP0zdL7-KCPZghjKFOs1-Hqg/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFhKbSSK9_hgHdbfdWGIO08ouP0zdL7-KCPZghjKFOs1-Hqg/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFhKbSSK9_hgHdbfdWGIO08ouP0zdL7-KCPZghjKFOs1-Hqg/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFhKbSSK9_hgHdbfdWGIO08ouP0zdL7-KCPZghjKFOs1-Hqg/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFhKbSSK9_hgHdbfdWGIO08ouP0zdL7-KCPZghjKFOs1-Hqg/viewform?usp=preview
https://cloud-1de12d.b-cdn.net/customfile/d1ce4f207bba495d04e8597a0aa8e60a093d467f5bdf8d8a91922184926c8ac8/ACGA-Schedule-Conference-2025.png
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/05/02/secretary-rollins-announces-new-state-directors-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://res.cloudinary.com/go-local-az/image/upload/v1715744253/2024_Meeting_Tentative_Schedule_5.14.24_JR_brjazm.pdf
https://www.azcottongrowers.org/annual-meeting
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2025 SOUTHWEST TOUR -
OKLAHOMA & WEST TEXAS
JULY 13-18, 2025

National Cotton Council is pleased
to announce that BASF has agreed
to sponsor the Cotton Foundation’s
Producer Information Exchange
(PIE) program again this year.

PLE.

Producer Information Exchange
Sponsored by The Cotton Foundation & BASF

Arizona Cotton Growers is invited to select 2 participants for this year's program, who will accompany
several other growers to Oklahoma and Texas during July 13-18. Reach out to Jadee Rohner for
additional information.

Program Objectives

The Producer Information Exchange (PIE) program gives cotton producers an opportunity to:

Join weeklong tours covering many aspects of cotton production and other crop production.

e Learn new farming techniques by observing production and processing practices in different
regions.

e Explore technologies that boost efficiency, cut costs, and increase profitability.

¢ Recognize the vital role that Cotton Foundation members play in supporting the U.S. cotton
industry.

e Build strong relationships with many of the cotton industry’s most innovative producers.

Participants Must
e Be actively growing cotton for the 2025 crop year.
e Be 21 years of age at the time the of the tour.
e Have a REAL ID-compliant driver’s license or a valid passport.
e Complete the online enrollment as soon as possible (link will be emailed).
e Understand that alcohol is strictly prohibited on tour buses and while on tours.
¢ Represent their local producer association and the NCC in a professional manner.
e Commit to being away from home for about one week.
e Understand that spouses, even involved in cotton production, cannot accompany participants.

EPA FINALIZES INSECTICIDE STRATEGY TO PROTECT WILDLIFE

On April 29, 2025, the EPA released its Final Insecticide Strategy to reduce risks to endangered
species from agricultural insecticide use. The plan includes updated mitigation measures, such as
refined spray drift estimates and erosion controls, and introduces “Qualified Conservation
Programs” to ease compliance for growers. A new Pesticide Use Limitation Area (PULA) was added
for wetland species, allowing more targeted protections. EPA is also developing mobile tools to help
applicators understand and meet mitigation requirements. Implementation will occur as part of
ongoing pesticide registration reviews. A draft fungicide strategy is expected later in 2025,
incorporating lessons learned from this process.
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