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Issue 1:
Increase in the adult
prison population?

NSW Bureau of
Crime Statistics
and Research



Has there been a long-term increase in the adult prison population? No

Adults in custody over the past ten years

7 year trend
2019 to 2025
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

Other

O

Adult prison population stable over medium
term
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Issue 2:

Increase in the
Aboriginal adult prison
population?




Has there been an increase in the Aboriginal prison population? Yes

Adults in custody over the past seven years -
Trend: 2019 to 2025
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Has there been an increase in the Aboriginal prison population? Yes

Adults in custody over the past seven years
[ Trend: 2019 to 2025
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Has there been an increase in the Aboriginal prison population? Yes

Understanding the scale of the Adult target
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

O Increase in Aboriginal imprisonment

Other

O

Adult prison population stable over medium
term




Issue 3:

Did something change in
Summer 2025/267? Has
there been a recent

surge?

NSW Bureau of
Crime Statistics
and Research



Did the prison population surge over summer 2025/26?
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

Increase in Aboriginal imprisonment

O Summer surge in the prison population

Other

O

Adult prison population stable over medium
term
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NSW Bureau of
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Issue 4.

How much is remand
responsible for changes in
the prison population?




Is remand responsible for changes in the prison population?

Number of adults in custody in NSW by legal status

Trend: 2019 to 2025
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Is remand responsible for changes in the prison population?

Yes

Number of adults in custody in NSW by legal status and Aboriginality
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

Increase in Aboriginal imprisonment

Summer surge in the prison population

Rising remand population

OO0

Other

O

Adult prison population stable over medium
term
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NSW Bureau of
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Issue 5:

Is the remand increase
due to bail legislation
reforms and increased bail
refusal?




> Increase in time

Has the Centralised Bail Division impacted time & outcomes? o
> Decrease in bail refusal

Pre-bail division Post-Bail division
year before July 2025 from July 2025
Average number of total monthly bail decisions 13,300 14,900
% of police bail refusals dealt with by the Bail Division 0% 59%
Court bail refusal rate (all Local Courts) 13.1% 12.0%

Median time from Police bail refusal to Corrections discharge
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

Increase in Aboriginal imprisonment

Summer surge in the prison population

Rising remand population

Other

Adult prison population stable over medium
term

Bail legislation reforms, including centralised
bail division
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Issue 6:
Have crime rates
changed?

NSW Bureau of
Crime Statistics
and Research



% victimised (%)

ABS Victim Survey NSW

% population reporting
victimisation
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Has the level of crime increased in the community?

No

Police recorded crime incidents
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

Increase in Aboriginal imprisonment

Summer surge in the prison population

Rising remand population

Other

Adult prison population stable over medium
term

Bail legislation reforms, including centralised
bail division

Falling/stable crime
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Issue 7/:

Has police
enforcement/
charging changed?




Have Police charges increased? Yes

Number of adults proceeded against to court by NSW Police

Total charges —[ Property ]— [ Domestic violence J —[ Aboriginal adults Jf
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Have Police charges increased? Yes

Adult court proceedings Police recorded crime incidents
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Number of adults proceeded against to court by NSW Police
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Have Police charges increased? Yes
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Number of adults proceeded against to court by NSW Police
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Have Police charges increased? Yes

Number of adults proceeded against to court by NSW Police Police recorded incidents — Domestic Violence
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Did Police enforcement cause the summer surge? Yes

Adults proceeded against to court by NSW Police Criminal incidents recorded by NSW Police

POls proceeded to court Recorded Criminal incidents
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

Increase in Aboriginal imprisonment

Summer surge in the prison population

Rising remand population

Increase in police charges & enforcement,
particularly for DV and against Aboriginal
people

OOO00O

Other

Adult prison population stable over medium
term

Bail legislation reforms, including centralised
bail division

Falling/stable crime
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NSW Bureau of
Crime Statistics
and Research

Issue 8:
Any good news?
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Primary concerns & pressures in the criminal justice system

Top tier concerns

Increase in Aboriginal imprisonment

Summer surge in the prison population

Rising remand population

Increase in police charges & enforcement,
particularly for DV and against Aboriginal
people

OOO00O

Other

Adult prison population stable over medium
term

Bail legislation reforms, including centralised
bail division

Falling/stable crime

Declines in youth crime

0000
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Contribute to research on the
NSW adult Bail Division

The information gathered in this short survey will be

used by BOCSAR for the purposes of evaluating the adult
Bail Division.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO TAKE PART

Responses are confidential and used solely for research
purposes by BOCSAR.




BOCSAR

Thank you

Please reach out to bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au with any
guestions
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