
An Invitation to Taste and Savor Awe 
“Savoring awe requires being mindful of having an 

experience and then cementing it in our minds and spirits by 
writing about it or telling someone about it. Converting the 
ephemeral into the durable.” (Tim Deibel, Savoring Awe, 132) 

I met Tim Diebel in an online book discussion group a 
few years ago. His latest book, Savoring Awe, tells of his 
awakening to the wonder of nature and learning how to savor 
the wonder of life. Tim is a retired Disciples of Christ pastor, a musician, a 
curious and creative wonderer, an avid reader and writer. 

His writing style is lyrical and loaded with literary and theological 
quotes as well as his own personal ponderings.  I used this book as a weekly 
read last Lenten season to make some “be still” time with God. But it’s much 
more than reading material – it’s an invitation to being attentive to the 
awesomeness of creation that is all around us. The content of Tim’s writing 
pairs perfectly with Pastor Michael’s August sermon series theme, Awe. Diebel 
gives us many examples of awe-inspirations from his farm lifestyle and invites 
us to engage in savoring awe. 
My 90-minute session will be offered on Tuesday, August 25 from 4:30-6 pm. 
You do not need to purchase the book. Please email me to rsvp: 
melinda.mcdonald@cccdisciples.org so I will have enough supplies prepared. 
 

Lunch with the Staff – August 23 
One of our core values at Central is connection (connection with each other 
and with the church).  One of the connections that is important is a connection 
with the staff.  We believe church members who feel positively about their 
staff are more likely to invest in their church community.  With more and more 
people attending Central over the past few years, we want to increase the 
number of ways our staff is able to connect with them.  To that end we are 
offering a “Lunch with the Staff” connection opportunity: 
Sunday August 23 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. (right after 10:30 worship), in the Great Hall 
We’ll provide a light lunch and have some mixer activities to get to know the 
staff and one another. 
Two notes: First – this is for anyone who has begun attending Central within 
the last year.  Second – if you attended the “Lunch with the Staff” event on May 
31, you need not sign up for this one. 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON (SANCTUARY)  
AT 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
AND LIVESTREAMED ON 

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG  
AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

AT 10:30 AM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP  
IN-PERSON (GREAT HALL)  
AND LIVESTREAMED ON  

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG 
AND FACEBOOK LIVE   

AT 9:15 AM 
 

Sermon for 8/16/26 
Ephesians 5:15-16a, 18b-20 

Michael E. Karunas 

The Central Visitor 

August 16 is Bless the  
Backpacks Sunday 

As a new school year begins soon, we 
want to offer a blessing to everyone who 
is going to school – children of all ages, 
teachers, all school staff, and our Sunday 
School teachers and assistants. 
On Sunday, August 16, you are invited to 

bring your backpack or school bag to 

worship. During all 3 services, we will 

offer and blessing and we will have a 

small gift for you as a reminder that you 

are loved by your church family. We will 

also have a small gift for all of our school 

staff and Sunday school teachers and 

helpers. 

mailto:melinda.mcdonald@%20cccdisciples.org


 
 

Conversations on the Way 
One of the things Amy and I have looked forward to, year after year, is not only 
the vacation we get to spend at our family’s cottage in northern Michigan, but 
the chance it gives us to be together and talk.  We have always been driving/road
-trip kind of people who don’t mind packing up the car and hitting the road for a 
multi-hour (sometimes multi-day) journey.  We’ve been doing it for over 27 
years.  In the early years of our marriage, when it was just the two of us, we had 
hours upon hours to talk. When the our three kids were little, we enjoyed the 
hours when they were asleep in the backseat and we had the front seat space to 
talk.  In latter years, with the busy schedules of late teens and young adults, we 
end up travelling in multiple cars and must be diligent to set aside time for walks 
along the lake to perform this time-honored ritual.   
 
Every year, the content of the conversations vary and change, as all five of our 
ages and stages vary and change.  But the subject matter of our conversations has 
pretty much remained the same.  So it was that this summer, on our walks along 
the lake, that we talked about our children – and how much we ache for the 
stresses and pressures they’re facing, wanting to step in and fix things for them 
while simultaneously knowing that this is beyond our control; and how much we 
want them to know that we love them, which is very much within our control, 
even though our attempts to show it can come out awkwardly and imperfectly. 
 
We talked about our parents, each aging in their own way; how we want to do 
right by them, but how balancing demanding work and parenting schedules with 
caring for them often feels daunting and overwhelming.  We talked about friends 
we’ve made over the years and how hard it feels to keep in touch with them; 
how our hearts are full of love for them, but how we don’t seem to communicate 
that love to them as well as we could.  We talked about work.  Though we try to 
stay away from work conversations on vacation, invariably it creeps in to our back
-and-forth.  We talked about pressures and stresses, ultimately thinking of our 
work in positive, optimistic ways, yet still questioning whether we are living out 
our callings as well as we could.  And we talked about our marriage – how hard it 
is to make time for each other, given our busy schedules.  We talked about how 
we want to make a commitment to spending more quality time together and 
how, whether or not that happens as we hope, how grateful we are for the 
cottage, the drive to and from, and for walks along the water. 
 
Like most years, this year ended up with no specific resolutions.  Our 
conversations didn’t make parenting easier when we came home; or caring for 
aging parents more simplified.  We didn’t walk away with “a-ha” moments for 
how to make our work more efficient or an action plan for re-connecting with old 
friends.  Neither of us, however, feel like the time wasn’t well spent.  Both of us 
enjoy the time together and that is something I believe we have always 
appreciated about each other.  We both believe in the value of sharing with each 
other our joys, struggles, thoughts, worries and ideas.  Sometimes, we do it 
better than at other times.  But we’ve always seen the value in doing it.   
 
On the road to Emmaus (Luke 24), when two disciples of Jesus encountered the 
risen Christ but didn’t recognize him, they spent all the time of their long walk 
with him sharing their thoughts, feelings, hopes, worries and ideas.  At the end of 
the journey, Jesus was finally revealed to them in the 
breaking of the bread.  As Disciples of Christ, who 

Help for Moving 
 Karen McFadin (daughter of Janet 

Gray) has moved into a nursing home 
and is looking for volunteers who 

might be willing to help move the rest 
of her items from her home. The move 
is scheduled for this Friday, Aug. 14th 
at 9:00 AM using a U-Haul truck. We 
will be meeting at 2402 N. Vine St. in 
Decatur. If you are able to assist, it 

would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Healing Through Loss 
(Repeat from June) This two-session 
course focuses on dealing with loss. 
We will meet Wednesdays, Aug 19 

and 26th. There is room for two-three 
more persons. 11:00 am - Noon. To 

RSVP, email Rev. Melinda  at 
melinda.mcdonald@cccdisciples.org  

 
Happy Birthday!! (8/16—8/29) 

LeEtta Bass, Susan Bryant, Jo Carter, 
Donna Dash, Pam Ferguson,  

Jane French, Bill Hawks, Sue Long,  
Ron Oliver, Robyn Spry,  

Larry W. Thicksten, Seth Martin, Steven 
Funk, Connie Schabowski, Marla 

Winkleblack, Lois Whitaker, Vicky 
Woolridge, Ken Jacoby,  

Levi Horvath, Bella Karunas,  
Tonya Morelli, Sandra Ware,  

Bob Muschal, Barb Leihser, Deb Trei, 
Jordan Lindsey, Libby Baum,  

Spencer Pittman, Theodore McCoy, Kevin 
Otis, Ben Tucker 

 

In Sympathy… 
We mourn with the family of Dr. Paul 
Stanley, who passed away on August 

5, 2026. Dr. Stanley had been a 
member of Central Christian Church 

since August of 1943. He was 94 years 
old. A celebration of life will be held at 

a later date, per the obituary. 

Minister’s Article 

Counting On You 
Sunday, August 9, 2026 

Total worshipping online = 197 
Total worshipping in-person = 257 

 
Sunday, August 2, 2026 

Total worshipping online = 307 
Total worshipping in-person = 256 

(continued on page 3…) 



value the Lord’s Supper so much, we tend to focus on this fact - that Jesus was 
revealed in the breaking of bread (i.e. “communion”).  But I think the 
conversation on the way played a role too.  It was only after they had shared 
with each other – and with Jesus –all their thoughts and feelings, was the risen 
Christ revealed to them. 
 
Amy and I are certainly not unique in this world.  I know there are many couples 
and individuals that worry about things like parenting, caring for aging parents, 
work, friends and relationships with significant others just as we do.  And I hope 
all see the benefit in having conversation partners with whom to share what we 
carry inside us.  Maybe it’s true that we never walk away with fixed strategies 
and action plans for change.  But maybe it’s also true that somewhere, in the 
course the conversation on the way, the risen Christ will be revealed. 
 

CACS Seeking Computer for a Family 
CACS is looking for a good used computer that someone in our congregation 
might be willing to donate. We have been assisting a family who was homeless 
earlier this year. The father has found a good job and the mother could use this 
computer allowing her to work from home while she home schools their two 
children. Please let me know if you would like to help this family in need. They 
will be so appreciative!  Please reach out to a CACS member, Gregg Foltz, or call 
the church office at 217-428-4336.  

Sunday (16) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
Monday (17) 
   9:15-Prayer Group with Lea West 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
Tuesday (18) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café 
   9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R 
   9:30-Card Ministry, 411/412 
Wednesday (19) 
   11:00-Healing Through Our Grief 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
   1:00-Prayer Shawl Ministry, Fireside Room 
   5:30-Church Council, Disciples Room 
Thursday (20) 
   8:00-Emmaus reunion group, 401 
   10:00-Alanon, 401 
   5:00-Safety Committee, Disciples Room  
   6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
Friday (21) 
Saturday (22) 
Sunday (23) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School  
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online 
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   12:00-Lunch with the CCC Staff, Great Hall 
Monday (24) 
   9:15-Prayer Group, 401 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
   5:00-Preschool Board meeting 
Tuesday (25) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café  
   9:30-ChristCare Stitchers, 3R 
   11:45-Macon Co. Interagency, Great Hall 
   12:00-Personnel 
Wednesday (26) 
   11:00-Healing Through Our Grief 
   12:00-Caretaker Staff meeting 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
   3:00-PR/Evangelism 
   6:00-Contemporary Worship committee 
Thursday (27) 
   10:00-Alanon, 401 
   6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
   6:00-Men’s Group meeting 
Friday (28) 
Saturday (29) 
Sunday (30) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 

New Address 
Al & Christine Fagin are moving. 

Here’s their new address: 
200 Forest Lake Dr. 

Humboldt, TN 38343 
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Serving Schedule — Sunday, August 16, 2026 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Jeannie Backes, Kim Maple 
   9:15 - Kim Maple 
Outreach Communion Elders: Kim Maple, Kim Miller, Krista Rohrscheib, 

Linda Rowden, Tom Spry, Karen Wade 
August Prep Deacons: Nancy Hanover*, Jud Pease 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Jim Fitzpatrick, Bobby Munos 
   9:15 - Ellen & Ryan Damery 
   10:30 - Roberta Gorden, Gretchen Kirby 
Ushers: 
   8:00 - Team 4 - Hazel Perry, Capt., Karen Penn 
   10:30 - Team 9 - Suzie Miller, Capt., Martha Fast 
Greeters: 
   8:00 - Al & Chris Fagin 
   9:15 - Andy & Theresa Fulk 
   10:30 - Mary Jane & Ron Oliver 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Bobby Munos 
   10:30 - Luke Kirby 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Keith Backes 
   9:15 - Theresa Fulk 
Contemporary Snack Table: Ellen & Ryan Damery 
 
Serving Schedule — Sunday, August 23, 2026 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Kim Miller, Krista Rohrscheib 
   9:15 - Kim Miller 
August Prep Deacons: Nancy Hanover*, Jud Pease 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Sandy Garver, Sid Rohrscheib 
   9:15 - Laura & Matt Moma 
   10:30 - Jeannie Backes, Luke Kirby 
Ushers: 
   8:00 -  Team 5 - Mike Munos, Capt., Gerri Munos, Brad Munos,             

Brittney Moran, Blair Moran, Bobby Munos, Julia Munos 
   10:30 - Team 10 - David Martin, Capt., Stephani Martin, Gretchen Kirby 
Greeters:  
   8:00 - Dianne DeVore, Carolyn Sunderlik 
   9:15 - Laura & Matt Moma 
   10:30 - Jeannie & Keith Backes 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Donna Dash 
   10:30 - Jordan Backes 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Ellen Hearn 
   9:15 - Travis Wilcoxen 
Contemporary Snack Table: Laura & Matt Moma 

Central Christian Church   
(Disciples of Christ) 

 650 West William Street    
Decatur, Illinois 62522 

 Telephone (217)428-4336    
FAX (217)428-1700 

www.cccdisciples.org 
e-mail: central@cccdisciples.org 
www.facebook.com/CCCDecatur     

“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook   
To “like” hit the thumbs-up icon.   
To “follow” click on the ellipse icon (…).   
You will see a list of options pop up.   
Find the option marked “follow” and click on that. 

Prayer Request Text-In! 
Have a prayer request? Text PRAY to 217-
212-2173, or use the QR code to the left. 
“PRAY” is the only word you should type. 
Your phone then sends you a link to the 
prayer request form to fill out. We would 

love to pray with you and follow up, if you wish. 

Nursery and Children’s Sunday School Schedule 
 

Sunday, August 16 
Nursery: Stephani Martin, Kate Neumann, Kaylee Sommer 
Children’s Sunday School: Christine Lyman-Harm, David Martin, Diana 
Ritter 
  
Sunday, August 23 
Nursery: Abigail Clark, Stephani Martin, Kaylee Sommer 
Children’s Sunday School: Janet Lyman, Christine Lyman-Harm, David 
Martin 


