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Join us for our Christmas Eve Services!
5:00 PM*, 7:30 PM*, 9:00 PM

*Childcare will be provided during the first two services.
Christmas Message: Practicing Peace: Finding Wholeness in Jesus

Last night my family squeezed in one final trip to the .
beach. The air was cooler than last time, reminding Advent Sermon Series
me that the days of summer are slipping by. Time

moves forward, often faster than we'd like, and this
unstoppable forward momentum can cause anxiety.

Practicing Peace

The future, after all, is filled with uncertainty, except For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
for one thing, Jesus Christ. One of my favorite and the government will be on his shoulders.
quotes comes from German theologian Helmut And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Thielicke. In his book, The Silence of God, he writes Mighty God, Everlasting Father,

the following, Prince of Peace.

The believer can know that Christ is the goal of Isaiah 9:6

history. The Christian community knows that this During the season of Advent, we often turn
One has not gone forever but will come again. It our hearts toward powerful Messianic texts
thus has a new relationship to the future. This is no like Isaiah chapter nine. There we encounter
longer a mist-covered landscape into which | peer a series of brilliant titles ascribed to Jesus,

anxiously because of the sinister events which will there befall me. Everything is now | titles like Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
different. We do not know what will come. But we know who will come. And if the God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.
last hour belongs to us, we do not need to fear the next minute. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. What are the
implications of this title in a world that often
feels void of peace? Join us as we explore
several invitations that Jesus, the Prince of
Peace, invites us to assume in our own lives.

Together, let's grow in our capacity to prac-
It is possible to prepare for the future without knowing what it will be. The primary tice the peace of Jesus.
way to prepare for the unknown is to attend to the quality of our relationships, to

how well we know and trust one another. . .
_ , Midweek Advent Services
Her words remind me of Jesus’ words. Jesus, who stated that the greatest

commandment is to love God with all of our being, and to love our neighbor as we

We go into the future, together, with an unyielding trust in the promises of Jesus.
They will remain. How do we live in response to this tension between unknowing
and certainty? To answer that question, | offer another favorite quote which came
my way more recently from author Margaret Wheatly. She writes,

love ourselves. Jesus, who near the end of His ministry prayed, that we “would be Wednesday, December 4th
one!” As we move into the future, may we attend to the quality of our relationships. Josh Arcata
May we pursue authentic friendship and partnership in the gospel. May we pursue Wednesday, December 11th

unity in a world that stokes mistrust and division. Brian Murray

Wednesday, December 18th
Megan Ettlinger

Historical Resource Committee

Did you know First Church of Christ here in Wetherfield has a Historical Resources
Committee? Did you know we give historical tours of the Meetinghouse? Did you
know you can help?

*All services will take place at 6:30 PM in the
Meetinghouse with communion.

Oh God Light of the World ~ John 1:4-5

Please contact Roger Willard at rwillard@cox.net




FIRST CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Thanksgiving Meals

We are excited to continue our annual Thanksgiving Meal ministry this year. For several
years, we have been sending out delicious home cooked Thanksgiving Meals to folks in
our community who are in need. In years past, we've roasted as many as fifteen turkeys
and sent out as many as two-hundred meals. There are several ways to get involved. We
are looking for helpers in the kitchen, packers to pack the meals, and volunteers to make
the deliveries. You can also support this important ministry through donations of food
or money. If you know of someone who might benefit from receiving a meal from First
Church, let us know and we'll be happy to add them to our list. This year's Thanksgiving
Meal coordinator will be Ted Willard. Contact information and further details on
how you can participate can be found on the Serve page of the First Church website.

Steeple Project

It is hard to find a symbol more iconic than our beloved First Church steeple. lts light shines brightly in the heart of our town. It rises
above the treetops coming into view as you cross the Putnam Bridge into Wethersfield. When you round the bend on Main Street
the steeple is a beacon guiding you home. John Adams, second president of the United States remarked, “We went up the steeple of
Wethersfield Meeting House from whence is the most grand and beautiful prospect in the World, at least that | ever saw”” It truly is a
special landmark. Now it is time to show some care for our beloved steeple as it has served as a faithful reference point throughout
our lives. In recent years, a study was undertaken to assess what work must be done to prepare our steeple for the next chapter of its
journey. Ateam is being assembled to work with architects and contractors as the results of that study will be implemented in the years
ahead. With both Wethersfield and First Church quickly approaching their 400th anniversary, what better time than now to care for a
structure that has meant so much to so many for so long. Stay tuned for regular reports as this project gets underway.

HOLIDAYS ON MAIN

Wethersfield's annual winter celebration is fast approaching! We
are excited to connect and open wide the doors of First Church

to our neighbors. This year, Holidays on Main will take place on
Thursday, December 5th, beginning at 5:00 pm and ending at 9:00
pm. Last year, we served as a warming center, gave tours of our
historic meetinghouse, handed out nearly three-hundred cups

of hot chocolate, and invited families to come inside and make a
Christmas craft. The opportunities to connect and show hospitality
were abundant. This year we are excited to show off the Christmas
trees that First Church Preschool and Sunday school families will
have decorated. Families chose their own theme for their tree. The
only rule was to “be creative”. We hope your family enjoys the
exhibition as we welcome guests again this year. There are plenty
of opportunities to get involved. For more details on how to
participate, visit the events page on our First Church website.

Our Shared Prayer Life

Prayer is the lifeblood of the Church. It is our place of communion with God. It is where we hear His heart and where we share
ours. To use the imagery of John's Gospel, prayer is what connects us to the Vine of Jesus, the vine that sustains us. Last summer,
nearly fifty participants gathered to grow in our shared prayer life through The Prayer Course, authored by Pastor Pete Grieg of
Emmaus Road Church in England and the founder of the 24/7 prayer movement. Our future path is to be carved through prayer of
all types: prayers of adoration, intercessory prayer, contemplative prayer, and more.

Each week members of First Church gather faithfully for prayer. If you haven't seized the opportunity to join in with one of these
groups, now is the time. When Women Pray gathers each Monday morning, Corporate Prayer takes place each Wednesday
evening, and the Men's Prayer Breakfast has been faithfully meeting every Saturday for decades. As Jesus said, "My house will be
called a house of prayer” May we steadily increase the temperature of our shared prayer life as we follow Jesus together.



CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

Pumpkin Fest!

Our Church Community and the Wethersfield Community at large had a ‘Pump-
Tastic’ time at our Pumpkin Fest, welcoming over 40 people! We celebrated this
unique vegetable created by our loving God in fun ways. Among the happenings;
we enjoyed admiring creative pumpkin carvings, decorating clementine ‘pumpkin’
snacks and answering the compelling question -- “What is in Pumpkin Spice,
anyways?" The pumpkin voting attracted both attendees and passerbys. After
127 votes we had a tie for first place, Laurie Hart with her "Jesus Fish” and FCC
Preschool with their “Pumpkin House!” Thank you to all who attended or helped

bring this event to life!

Connected by Faith!

This fall we began a monthly crafting and worship event open to anyone
interested in exploring scripture in a new way. This fellowship time runs prior to
our Connect Dinners on the second Wednesday of the month from 4:30-5:30
in the Fireside Room. In October we explored ‘creation’ and had fun making
sun-catchers, creation banners, and decorating people cut-outs to reflect the
diversity God created. In November the focus was on God as a provider. We
celebrated all we have to be thankful for!  Join us in December where we
will focus on Advent and the ultimate Christmas Gift... Jesus! This is a drop-in
event, but if you would like to stay for the Connect Dinner at 5:30, please email
connectdinner@firstchurch.org. For more information about Connected by
Faith or to help out, email Megan at children@firstchurch.org

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS

Christmas Pageant

We are pleased to announce the return of our annual Christmas
Pageant! Come and enjoy a simple play put on by the children and
youth of our church telling the story of Jesus' birth, on December
8th at 3pm in the Meetinghouse.

Following the pageant we will have a Cookie Party in Wells Fellowship
Hall! If you are able, please bring a plate of your favorite Christmas
Cookies to share. Hot Cocoa and Coffee will be provided.

If you would like more information or you would like to help out
with this event, please contact Megan at children@firstchurch.org!

Youth Group Christmas Party!

Our Youth Group Christmas Party will be held
on Sunday, December 22 from 6:00 to 8:00
PM in the Youth Room. All youth from grades
6-12 are welcome! We will enjoy Christmas
themed snacks, games, and a lesson. We will
finish the night with our fan favorite crazy
gift swap game. Atendees should bring a
wrapped gift valued at $20 or less.




BOOK OF LIFE
ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Barbara Brenske, June 21, 2024
Bruce Harrison, July 28, 2024

Marilyn Gagliardi, August 1, 2024
Emily Pember, August 20, 2024
Barbara Robison, September 20, 2024
Michelle Braman, September 23, 2024
Wendell Coogan, October 28, 2024
Mary Lynch, October 29,2024

BIRTHS

Malcolm Whitehead, August 27, 2024
Imani Joseph Fabian, October 2, 2024
Cameron Francis Hires, October 8, 2024

BAPTISMS

Brian and Christina Lugo, August 10, 2024
Timo Dane White, August 11, 2024

Kim Carlson, August 11, 2024

Luca Rhett Valentine, October 20, 2024

MARRIAGES
Rachel Bugella and Alex Bronk, August 10, 2024
Brian Lugo and Christina Braun, August 10, 2024
James Sicord and Lily Drescher, October 12, 2024
EmmaKruegerand JamesReeves, October 19, 2021
and marriage blessing by Pastor Todd,
October, 2024

Sunday Worship Times
First Sunday of the Month-combined
service at 10:00 AM with communion

in the Meetinghouse.
All other Sundays:

Traditional Service: 9:00 AM
in the Meetinghouse

Contemporary Service: 10:30 AM
in Keith Jones Hall

Both services are LIVE on our Youtube Chan-
nel at First Church Wethersfield.

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield

STAFF LISTING

Kerry Alleyne Custodian

Josh Arcata.....ccoooe.... Director of Youth Ministries

Eddie Cruz Custodian

Marilyn Danielson....Executive Assistant to Senior

Pastor

Mike Davis Property Manager
Megan Ettlinger.... Director of Children'’s

Ministries

Marie Fabian ...Communications

Diana FerraroHires.... Finance Manager

Diane Galloway........ccccccsscccerce Director of Caring

& Women's Ministries

Rob Lundy.....ccccceesereccers Director of Technology

& Production Services

Sean McCarthy........ceeeeescvvcnen Director of Music

Phoebe Ostergren......... Preschool Coordinator

Lisa Roncaioli.....................Director of Preschool

Nathan Scalise Contemporary

Worship Leader

Todd Willard.......ccoeecceceecsserrcsinn Senior Pastor
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT - SAVE THE DATE!

ichelle Fierizh, soprano

Freom e Anne Graczyk. alo

Donation ecoepted Sean McCarthy. direckar

20 Main Srpeel, WechereCeld, CTonis
was dirsiclirch.org

Plan to join us on Sunday, December 22 at
4:00 PM when the First Church of Christ Choir
presents FCC's annual Christmas Concert as
part of our 2024-2025 Meetinghouse Concert
Series.

The concert will feature excerpts from the
Advent/Christmas portion of Handel's Messiah,
concluding  with the Hallelujah  Chorus,
Soloists will include Michelle Fiertek, soprano,
and Anne Graczyk, alto. The concert will be
accompanied by members of the Hartford
Symphony Orchestra under the direction of
Sean McCarthy.

Favorite carols from the British Isles round out
the program, including an audience sing-a-long
of many of your families’ favorites! The concert
is free with a donation accepted at intermission.
Merry Christmas!

In loving memory of:

CHRISTMAS JOY!

Our Church is filled with ponsettias during the week of Christmas, due to
the generosity of the congregation. You may add to the Joy by making
a contribution to the Memorial Christmas flowers. Suggested donation is $35.

This completed form and your check (payable to “First Church of Christ”) should reach the
Church'’s Finance Office by Wednesday, December 12. Either mail them to First Church or
place them in the drop box located just outside the Finance Office.

The information (except phone number) will appear in print:

Given by:

Your phone number:

PLEASE PRINT -

USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY




