May 17, 2026
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Welcome to 9:30 a.m. Worship
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In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the
disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to tfransform the
church around the world. In today's gospel Jesus prays for his followers
and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic
divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in
baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity
that God intends for the whole human family.
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MUSIC AND COPYRIGHTS
MAY 17, 2026 — SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
PRELUDES
1. Hyfrydol (ELW 392)
W. Held/A. Fedak — Those Wonderful Welsh set 1 ©1991 Morningstar
2. Festival Prelude on Hyfrydol
- ©1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
GATHERING HYMN
ELW 526 God Is Here!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Copyrights for Music and Text: Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) Licenses — Onelicense CCLI

HANDBELL OFFERING

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Contributors: Sy Miller, Jill Jackson Tune: © 1955, 1983, Jan-Lee Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Agape — div. of Hope
Publishing Co.

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW 392 — Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887 Public Domain
OFFERING HYMN
Worship and Praise 41 Give Thanks

Text and Music — Henry Smith - Text and Music ©1978 Integrity Music, Inc. License CCLI

MMUNION MUSI
ELW 878 — Soli Del Gloria — Kathy Billger, Soloist

Marty Haugen - Text . 1950 and Music — Copyright GIA Publications, Inc.

BENEDICTION

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Text and music ©1955 renewed 1983 Jan-Lee Music (ASCAP) International copyright secured All Rights Reserved Reprinted by
permission.

SENDING HYMN
ELW 393 — A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

Text: Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Music: Geistliche Kirchengesénge, Koin, 1623

POSTLUDE
Voluntary in B Flat

(J. Battishhill - Public Domain)

All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons.com ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and streamed with
permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006561 and Onelicense #A-729465; otherwise, Public Domain.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDES 1. Hyfrydol (ELW 392) W. Held
2. Festival Prelude on Hyfrydol A. Fedak

During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your
heart to his blessed presence.

Please rise in body or spirit

Alleluial Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

In the name of + the One

who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

Lord God, we confess that we have not loved You with all our hearts, we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves, and we are so often reluctant
to share the Good News that Christ is risen. Forgive us.

Our Father and Creator God gives us new life;

Christ, our Redeemer, prepares a table for us;

The Holy Spirit, our Joy, calls us to service, to proclaim the truth.

This is the Good News: the tomb is empty, sin

is powerless, death is defeated forever.

As we celebrate Christ's resurrection every day, we walk

as God’s people, forgiven, made whole, made new.

Thanks be to God. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN God Is Here! ELW 526

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast

A Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb

who was slain, whose blood set us I"rze/v to be peo - ple of God.

Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.



Refrain
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A - men.

Refrain
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Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your
right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that
all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The congregation is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

A reading From Ephesians 1:15-23

15] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason '¢1 do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, '8so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, ' and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, 2! far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age
to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the
head over all things for the church, 22 which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills all in all.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.



Psalm 47
1 Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with a joyful sound.
2For the Lord Most High is to be feared:
a great king over all the earth,
3who subdues the peoples under us,
and the nations under our feet;
4who chooses our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.
5God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn.
¢ Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our king, sing praises.
7For God is king of all the earth;
sing praises with a song.
8 God reigns over the nations;
God is enthroned on high.
?The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of
Abraham. The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly
exalted. Blessed be God!

Please rise in body or spirit

ALLELUIA VERSE
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Lis - ten and te - joice. Hear the Word of the  Lord.

Repeat Second Line



GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 24:44-53
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Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord!

44 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words
that | spoke to you while | was still with you—that everything written about
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.”4Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and
he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is fo be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 42 And see, | am sending
upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high.”

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. 31 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, 33 and they were continually in the temple
blessing God.
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, 0 Christ!
The congregation is seated.
Message Minister Bobbie Hoffman

Please rise in body or spirit.



HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW 392

First Responders Blessing
God of mercy and strength, on this Ascension Sunday we give thanks for
those who serve and protect our communities.
We pray for police officers, firefighters, EMTs, paramedics, dispatchers,
and all first responders who answer calls in moments of fear, danger, and
uncertainty.
Grant them courage when the work is hard, wisdom when decisions must
be made quickly, compassion for those who suffer, and protection in
every place they are sent. As Christ ascended in glory and reigns with
power and peace, remind us that no act of service, sacrifice, or mercy
goes unseen by You.
Strengthen the families who support these servants each day and help all
of us to be people who seek justice, peace, and care for our neighbors.
May Your presence go before them, beside them, and behind them,
and may Your peace rest upon all who work for the safety and well-being
of others.
Through Jesus Christ our risen and ascended Lord we pray.
Amen.




Creed
Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.
Congregation is seated.
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Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit,
inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture
plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care
for all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political
leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for
others a desire for peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of first responders,
medicine and relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and
orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and heal
the sick. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those
experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement,
new employment, and accompany us in our prayers during these times.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the
steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be
confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

11



Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
Please rise in body or spirit.

OFFERING HYMN

We present our offering to God during worship as a sign of our gratitude

for his goodness, mercy and generosity.
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And now let the weak say, “I am strong,”

let the poor say, I am
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for  us.

Give thanks!
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

13



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho-
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

We remember our Lord’'s Passover
From death to life

As we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

All are welcome aft the table. If you are coming to the altar for communion, please
follow the ushers’ instructions. Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the pre-
filled cups, should wait for instructions from the pastor. Children are most welcome fo
accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available,
please ask for one when you receive communion.
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Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us fo pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

Lamb of God
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION MUSIC Kathy Billger (solo) ELW 878

Soli Deo Gloria
1 O God of blessings, all praise to you!
Your love surrounds us our whole life through.
You are the freedom of those oppressed;
you are the comfort of all distressed.
Come now, O holy and welcome guest:
Soli Deo glorial Soli Deo glorial
2 All praise for prophets, through grace inspired
to preach and witness with hearts on fire.
Your Spirit chooses the weak and smalll
to sing the new reign where mighty fall;
with them may we live your gospel call:
Soli Deo gloria!l Soli Deo glorial
3 All praise for music, deep gift profound,
through hands and voices in holy sound;
the psalms of David, and Mary's praise,
in wordless splendor and lyric phrase,
with all creation one song we raise:
Soli Deo glorial Soli Deo glorial
4 All praise for Jesus, best gift divine
through word and witness, in bread and wine;
incarnate love song of boundless grace,
priest, teacher, prophet in time and space,
your steadfast kindness with human face:
Soli Deo glorial Soli Deo glorial
5 A billion voices in one great song,
now soft and gentle, now deep and strong,
in ev'ry culture and style and key,
from hill and valley, with sky and seaq,
with Christ we praise you eternally:
Soli Deo glorial Soli Deo glorial
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COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in God'’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please rise in body and spirit.

BLESSING Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. Let There Be Peace
on Earth, the peace that was meant to be. With God as our Father,
brothers all are we! Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony. Let
peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. With ev'ry step | take,
let this be my solemn vow. To take each moment and live each moment
in peace eternally! Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
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SENDING HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!l
Thanks be to God. Allelvia!

POSTLUDE: Voluntary in B Flat J. Battishhill

ELW 393
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