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Our Mission: To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

Pastor Joe’s December Newsletter 

Isaiah 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.    
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Welcome to Advent. Advent is a time of preparing for the coming of the king, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. As we await to celebrate Jesus’ birth, we thank God for coming to us in the flesh. I re-
member Emmanuel- God with us. When I read these words from Isaiah, it brings joy to my 
heart and soul. Jesus is not just my savior, but also wonderful counselor (someone I can talk to 
and share with). Mighty God (a living God who can do anything). Everlasting Father (a parent 
who loves me in spite of what I have done). Prince of Peace (a prince is loved by all, for he 
brings peace to our lives because of his love for us) 

I am thankful for all who wrote for our Advent Devotional. Many people turned in their 
thoughts and feelings about their faith lives. 

We have so much to be thankful for. This month, we have-  

December is another busy yet faith-filled time. 

We have our 3 Saturdays and 4 Sundays of Advent.  

Dec. 21
st
 is our Blue Christmas service. The holidays are stressful enough, but what you add a 

loss, whether it’s a loss of a loved one, health, finances or painful memories, its difficult to find 
peace and joy in the midst of all that’s going on. That’s what our Blue Christmas service is for.  

Our Christmas Eve services are the 3:00 children’s story time telling Jesus’ birth story and sing-
ing old familiar songs. 

5:00 is our amazing contemporary service with our praise band. 

10:00 is our wonderful traditional service with our choirs. 

Christmas Day is our traditional service at 9:00. 

Please invite your friends and neighbors. Tell whoever you invited that you will meet them 
there. This is a great way to ask someone to an event or worship service that                              
is less intimidating.  

Peace, Pastor Joe 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A6&version=NIV


Memorials to the General Fund: 

In memory of Almeda Maynard: 

 from Patricia Domask  

 

In memory of Jan Hanson: 

 from Lisa and Tom Fundarek 

 

In memory of Barbara Watkins: 

 from Laurie and Steve Obermeier 



Dear Friends, 
 
During this season of Advent – a time of watching and waiting - we prepare our hearts and look for-
ward to celebrating the birth of the Christ Child.  May we never lose sight that He is the reason we 
celebrate!  As we reflect on this past year, and look with hope to the New Year, may we be reminded 
that we have a God who loves us unconditionally.  He is a God who accepts us as we are, and carries 
us when the burdens are too much for us to handle.  This world can seem so dark at times - filled 
with fear and hatred.  Advent reminds us that Christ is the light of the world that will overcome dark-
ness.  He is present in our lives throughout all seasons and will never leave us.  We are called to be 
children of the light.  
“For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.  Live as children of light – for the 
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.”  Ephesians 5:8-9 
 
This year we are holding a special service on Saturday, December 21

st
 at 5:00p.  It’s called Blue Christ-

mas, also known as the Longest Night.  It’s a Western Christian tradition that takes place around the 
winter solstice, a day marked with the shortest amount of daylight.  (The good news is that begin-
ning December 22nd, the days will begin to get longer and the amount of daylight will increase a lit-
tle each day!)  Many of us have lost a friend or loved one this past year and the holidays can be a very 
sad and painful time.  Blue Christmas is a way to acknowledge and honor those who are grieving or 
having a difficult time during the holidays, and to find hope and solace together.  It’s a day to remem-
ber loved ones who are no longer with us.  It's a chance to pause and honor their memory in a sup-
portive environment. It’s a time to support those who are experiencing sadness during the holidays. 
 
I encourage you to seek out those who might be hurting at this time of year.  Call and offer to spend 
time with them, listen to them, and invite them to come to church with you.  Pray for them and ask 
God how he might use you to be a blessing in their life.  Let people know you care and that you 
want to walk the journey with them.  Sometimes the most meaningful thing you can do is to let that 
person know you remember the person they lost.  Let people know you care – it’s the best gift you 
can give. 
 
Reach out to the people around you – your friends, co-workers, neighbors, and family members.  In-
vite them to the Advent and Christmas services.  As Jesus came to be the Light of the World, let His 
light shine through us.  Let us be the hands and feet of Christ in our church, families, schools, work-
places and neighborhoods.  

As we prepare to close one year and begin a new year, perhaps filled with doubt and uncertainty, 
the words of Psalm 46 come to mind:  “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trou-
ble.  2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 3though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble with its tumult.  10Be still, and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the na-
tions, I am exalted in the earth.  11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.” The 
Psalmist reminds us that regardless of what happens, we are never outside of God’s care.  As we look 
to the New Year, we need to remember to put our hope in the one who will never let us down.  
Money, success, fame, and beauty all end.  But “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for-
ever.”  Hebrews 13:8 

Thank you for your prayers and financial support of our ministry throughout the year. 
May you have a blessed Advent and Christmas season. God bless you and keep you in His peace! 
 
- Deacon Carole 





Feeling moved to give?  

 

Scan this QR code with your 

camera to visit our giving page. 

Thank you for your support! 



 



 



Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call the 

office. We ask for one week’s notice. Altar flowers: $46 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or 

baptismal flowers: $26 

The Men’s Ministry meets on the second Saturday of the month for men’s breakfast, this month at 

Lola’s Diner 920 Busse Hwy, Park Ridge, IL at 8:00am 

EPLC Medical Lending closet: Items available for loan: walkers, wheelchairs, bath chairs, wheelchairs, 

toilet seats and crutches. Please call the church office 773-631-9131 ahead so we can make sure we 

have the item you need. 

Please contact Pastor Joe (224-204-7554) or Deacon Carole Edwards (773-580-

3617) when you are hospitalized or if you would like a phone call or a visit.  

 

Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciatethe  

opportunity to pray for your healing.  

Scheduling a Baptism?  

     Contact the church office at  773-631-9131to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding?  

Contact the church office to get your date on the calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages. 

Do you receive our Friday weekly email? Look for “News and events at EPLC” email in your spam, if 
not please call the church office 773-631-9131. 

Cleaning out your linen closet? 
 
Your old sheets sets are needed! EPLC Quilters are 
looking for sheets to be used as backings for quilt-
ed blankets. Over the years this volunteer group 
has sewn hundreds of pieced quilts for refugee 
camps all over the world through Lutheran World 
Relief.  
 
Drop off donations to the church office during reg-
ular office hours 8:30-2:30 M-F. 
Call the church 773-631-9131. 

Our bible studies have kicked off! 

Every Monday @ 10am & 7:30pm 

Our purpose is to grow in our faith and 

God’s mission. If you are interested in being 

a part of the group, please email pastor at 

jschultz@edisonparkchurch.com 



NOW HIRIING! | Job Title: Parish Coordinator 
 
Edison Park Lutheran Church is seeking to hire a part-time Parish Coordinator. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, morning through early afternoon.  This position handles routine administrative work, manages 
church communications, and functions as the receptionist. Interested candidates must be proficient with Mi-
crosoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Publisher), be detail oriented and highly organized, and main-
tain confidentiality when necessary. This person is the main point of contact for church members, vendors, 
community groups, etc. and must have a pleasant and upbeat personality. For more information about Edi-
son Park Lutheran Church, visit our website: www.edisonparkchurch.com 
 
Responsibilities: 

 Responsible for routine administrative tasks, including answering the phone, ordering supplies, main-
taining office equipment, receiving deliveries, preparing mailings, printing materials, developing and/or 
updating forms and other documents, maintaining church calendar and managing building usage, 
scheduling baptisms and weddings, and updating church record books.  

 Manages church communications, including maintaining the website, creating print announcements 
and flyers, sending weekly email blasts, special announcements, and monthly newsletter. Receives phone 
messages and updates inside and outside signs. Maintains church photo collection.  

 Tracks memorial donations, prepares acknowledgement letters to donors, and informs families of do-
nations received.   

 Maintains membership database (Shepherd Staff), runs reports as needed. Updates church directory 
periodically.  

 Schedules worship volunteers on a monthly basis and for special services. Creates and/or updates 
protocols for worship volunteer roles. Prepares bulletins, gift bags, and certificates for baptisms. Oversees 
church flower orders and places orders with florists.  

 Coordinates with ministry groups, staff, and church committees to prepare the annual report. Re-
sponsible for compiling and/or writing articles, collecting statistics and other information, proofreading, 
and printing the final report.  

 Works with internal ministry groups and community groups on special events, which may include 
outreach events, collections of various items for charities, etc. Events could include toy or clothing drives, 
Lenten lunches, pancake breakfasts, concerts and other performances.  

 Manages building usage by ministry and community groups. This includes maintaining the church 
calendar, scheduling meetings and special events, coordinating with community groups, and ensuring 
building use policies are being followed. Works with custodians to stay apprised of property issues. Re-
lays information about building usage to appropriate staff members. 

 Performs other duties as assigned.  
 
Qualifications:  
Must be able to work independently, set priorities, and exercise good judgment. Must be able to maintain 
confidentiality when necessary. 
High school diploma or equivalent required. College degree preferred.  
At least two years of administrative work in an office setting. Proficiency with Microsoft Office is required.  
Prior experience with website management, desktop publishing, email marketing programs (e.g., Constant 
Contact) a plus.  
 
Physical Demands:  

 Position requires sitting for long periods of time at a computer.  

 Must have normal hearing and vision.  

 Must be able to lift up to 15 lbs.  

 Must be able to walk up and down stairs.  
 
Reporting: 
This position reports to the pastoral staff.  
Please submit resumes to: Human Resources, c/o Deacon Carole Edwards, ced-

mailto:cedwards@edisonparkchurch.com








Thank You for Supporting The Night Ministry! 

The Holiday Stockings for The Night Ministry were due on Sunday, December 1st, 
and we are deeply grateful to everyone who participated in this meaningful effort. 
Your generosity brought warmth, comfort, and joy to those in need during the holi-
day season. 

Each stocking was filled with essential items such as hats, gloves, socks, and personal 
care products, as well as thoughtful touches like candy and keychain flashlights. 
These donations will make a real difference for individuals served by The Night Min-
istry. 

We’d also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Sheri Sears, Jane Hammar, and the 
Quilters for crafting the stockings that made this initiative so special. Their dedica-
tion, along with your contributions, ensured this project’s success. 

Your kindness and support exemplify the spirit of the season, and we are so appre-
ciative of your commitment to helping our community. Thank you for making a dif-
ference! 

 
Total donations received through November 30th, 2024: $82, 968 

 
Total received from Foundation toward matching gifts: $26,743 

 
Foundation is still matching 2x on any new gifts received! 

 
If interested in donating toward this project, please mark your gift 

"Stained Glass Window Fund” 
 
 
 

Memorials to the Stained Glass Window Fund: 
 

In memory of Dorothy Giambrone 
from John and Susan Klaes 



Online Church Directory:   

The EPLC Online Directory is ready for STAGE 2.   

The original invites were sent to the Church members' email addresses on record.  Now we'd like 

to send out invites to ALL family members of EPLC.  We can add every individual separately and 

also update the information in the Families tab.  Members have control of the information they 

choose to share. 

Our request is simple.  Just send us the name (s) and email address of each family member.  When 

the member is invited, they will fill in the personal information they choose to provide. 

Find the Online Directory link on the EPLC website homepage. 

This link allows members to easily access the login page and manage their profiles. For anyone 

concerned about security, please note that this is just a link to the login page- only members with 

login credentials can access the Directory. 

 

Thank You. 

- Dale Ammentorp 

Advent Season Important Dates 

 

Blue Christmas (Dec 21st) 

5:00p - Worship Service 

 

Christmas Eve (Dec 24th 

3:00p - Worship Service 

5:00p - Worship Service 

10:00p - Candlelight Service 

 

Christmas Day (Dec 25th) 

9:00a - Worship Service 

Mitten Tree 

 

Help us spread warmth this win-

ter! Now through January 1st, 

we’re collecting hats, gloves, 

scarves, and mittens for the New 

Hope Food Pantry. Drop off 

your donations at the Mitten 

Tree in the atrium and make a 

difference for families in need 

this season. Thank you for your 

generosity! 





TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 
 

  
 


