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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

Dear Church Family,

Grace and peace to you
from our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Light that shines in the =
darkness. ‘

As I sit down to write
this letter to you, I am
overwhelmed with emotions. %
I am devastated that we _
will not worship together 3
in person at Easter, and 2
potentially longer. I am ==
angry at the brokenness of =
our world that a virus like
COVID-19 could exist and cause such destruction. I
am pained for those who are facing cut hours at work
or unemployment, and for our seniors who are facing
an end to their high school and college years unlike
anything they could have imagined. I am uncertain of
how this pandemic will affect our church, our families,
and our society for months and years to come. Yet, at
the same time I am filled with other emotions as well:
I feel gratitude for the ways that you, my brothers and
sisters, have actively looked for ways to support one
another and our community. I am amazed at how the
Holy Spirit has moved through us in creative ways so
that we can continue to be the Church, worshipping,
studying, and fellowshipping together online and over
the phone. Iam so very proud of how flexible and caring
you have been as we have learned new technologies,
from the youngest to the oldest. I am filled with joy at
how God is helping us to realize our true priorities, as
a church and as individuals and families, and how that
is transforming our relationships. And I am honored
to be your pastor, learning with and from you, as we
embark on a journey to discover our “new normal”.

With all of these different emotions, the good and the
bad, there is one noticeable feeling that is missing. The
one thing I do not feel is...alone. Not just because of
the ways that our church family is growing closer, but
also because I believe with every ounce of my being
that in this uncharted territory that is filled with so
many feelings, not least of which is fear and anxiety,
our Crucified and Risen Savior is with us.

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you,
O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear,
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,
you are mine. When gou pass through the waters, I
will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall
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not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not
be burned, and the flame shall
not consume you. For I am the
LORD your God, the Holy One
- of Israel, your Savior. (Isaiah
~ 43:1-3a, the verse I was given
. when I affirmed my baptism!)

.  Now the eleven disciples
. went to Galilee, to the mountain
© to which Jesus had directed
them. When they saw him,
they worshiped him; but some
doubted. And Jesus came and
said to them, "All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that Thave commanded you. And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:16-20)

No matter how we feel, our faith tells us that we
worship a God who is both the Crucified and Risen
Christ. Crucified: enduring a shameful death, the worst
of what humanity is capable of, and conquering the
claim of Sin over our lives. Risen: defeating the power
of Death, bringing life and light out of the darkest
and most hopeless tomb. We worship a God who is
bigger than disease, bi]giger than pandemic, bigger
than heartbreak, bigger than death, and by his love we
are given hope! Not because we are somehow made
immune to all the brokenness and pain in the world,
but because Christ promises to be with us through it

(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

all (to the end of the age!) and vows that nothing can
separate us from his love and the promises that God
has made to us in baptism: the forgiveness of sin, the
resurrection of the body, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
a connection with the communion of saints of all times
and places.

So as we fast approach an Easter season unlike any
other, diﬁ your hands into some cool water (perhaps
after each time you wash your hands) and make the
sign of the cross on your forehead: remember your
baptism! Remember that you, beloved child, have been
claimed by Christ, who promises to take whatever
feelings, whatever darkness, whatever death you are
experiencing and bring new Tife.

This is our hope. In Christ we claim our faith.

With love and prayers from my family to each and

every one of you, your fellow servant, and sister-in-
Christ,

+Pastor Courtney

CONTACT INFORMATION WHILE
THE CHURCH IS CLOSED

The Rev. Courtney A. Erzkus, Pastor. Email:
PastorCourtneyErzkus@gmail.com. ~ Cell ~ Phone:
717-862-8180 (for non-emergencies: Sunday-Thursday,
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) Emergency Phone: 717-881-4621
(any day and time, day or night).

Please note: you can also leave a message on m
church phone extension, but please know that I will
only check my voicemail once a day, Sunday-Thursday.
For that reason it is not listed in this letter as the above
methods are preferred.

Mr. Joe Turek, Council President, Email: jmtrhino @
comcast.net. Phone: 443-243-6295

TerriCartwright, Secretary, OfficePhone:717-244-5987.
*Please note that the phone will not be answered, but
you can leave a message. Voicemails will be checked
daily and responded to as soon as possible.

You can see updates regarding our efforts to keep
you healthy in body and spirit at:
www.gracelutheran.com/covid19.

We will increase our digital content on Instagram
and Facebook in order to connect and support
during this time. as well as offer times OF wors 1p,
prayer, study, and fellowship through meetings of our
church family / that you can reach via online video or by
phoning in. You can also access resources for engaging
your faith at home and updates on our schedule of
online and phone-in events at www.gracelutheran.
com/category/graceathome and posted on our
calendar. Information on how to connect for worship
is in the article, "Additional Questions’ on page 5. You
can join us for Livestreaming worship via internet or
phone on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

® COUNCIL

As I write this message, we find N

ourselves in unchartered waters. I hope everyone
isin good health and hasbeen able to adjust to the world
that we currently live in today. I want to say thank you
to everyone for your flexibility and understanding, as
Council needed to make some difficult decisions about
temporarily canceling service. I hope you understand
this was a difficult decision to make as Church is a
place we normally turn to in difficult times. However,
we have created a number of ways to stay connected
to your Church family. Please feel free to join weekly
service on Sunday’s at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom. We are also
still holding many group meetings virtually as well. If
those mediums do not work for ﬁou please feel free to
let us know you would like a phone call, and we will
reach out to you. I also ask that you continue to support
Grace financially. We have posted ways to sign up for
online giving, or you can send your offering in the
mail. Itg you %lave a minute or two, please reach out to
someone you have haven’t been able to talk to in a bit.
I miss everyone and will continue to pray for everyone
as we work through this difficult time.

CHURCL @

Happy April to all,

God’s Blessings to all,
Joe Turek

ERMAS INSPIRATIONS

| !So, thank Him wnth’é‘i'lt mea =
For His blessings showered dow, -,"“
'l‘hat f£ill our lives wnth‘plea



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Will there be any opportunities to worship or
engage in study together?

Yes, just not in person. We will offer streamed worship
services that you can join via internet (for video) or phone
(audio only). Pastor Courtney and Pastor Ben will lead these
together and we are looking forward to the opportunity for
our church family to be gathered not only from Red Lion, but
also East Petersburg and even across the country. There will
also be opportunities to listen or participate in some various
faithstudies. Information about our schedule, topics, and how
to join will be Ii)osted on our website (calendar and “Grace at
Home”), social media pages (@GraceLutheranRedLion), and
announced after our livestreamed events.

You can join us for Livestreaming worship via internet
or phone on Sundays at 10:00a.m. To connect via internet
video: STEP ONE: visit www.zoom.us STEP TWO: click
“join” or download the Zoom app STEP THREE: put in our
meeting ID: 759 186 8281 To connect via phone: STEP ONE:
dial +1-929-205-6099 STEP TWO: when prompted, put in
our meeting ID: 759 186 8281

We are excited that during this time when we are increasing
our physical distancing, we are able to be brought even
closer with our brothers and sisters in Christ not only from
Grace Lutheran but around the country! Our online/phone
worship and other events are hosted by Pastor Courtney
Erzkus at Grace Lutheran (Red Lion, PA) and Pastor Ben
Erzkus at Zion Lutheran (East Petersburg, PA).

What about programs such as Something to
Chew On, Mug Club, and DivorceCare?

These groups will not meet in person until we reopen
the church; however, there will be opportunities for folks
to gather through video and/or phone conferencing. Please
check our weekly schedule online or call the office if you
have a question about a specific event.

%gm | get into the church building to do X, Y, or

We ask that you please do not come into the church
building at this time for any reason. We will conduct
a thorough sanitation of the church building prior to
reopening; however, not having anyone enter the building
helps us with any possible unintentional spread of the virus,
especially for our necessary personnel. Please remember
that one of the challenges of COVID-19 is that we can carry
and/or spread it without exhibiting symptoms. If you have
a need or concern regarding entry to the church, p%,ease talk
with Pastor Courtney or our Council President, Joe Turek.

| have symptoms of COVID-19 and/or have been
diagnosed with COVID-19, what should | do?

First and foremost, please contact your doctor and follow
their medical guidance. There is also information available
through the CDC (www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
about/index.html) and the Pennsylvania Department
of  Health  (www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/
Coronavirus.aspx). After you have attended to your health,

lease do let Pastor Courtney or Council President Joe Turek

ow so that they can support you and take appropriate
measures. Your name will be kept confidential, unless we
have your permission to share based on possible contact
with others.

| am dealing with a health concern (for example,
being admitted to the hospital) and/or am going
through a crisis of faith— how can | connect with
Pastor Courtney?

Please reach out to me at any point if you desire to talk and
pray together! This is a stressful time for many of us, and as
your pastor I am honored to walk with you through this.
As we continue to evaluate the public health concerns and
spread of COVID-19, the main way that I will connect with
you is through phone, text, email, or Facebook Messenger.
I have suspended in-person visits to prevent any possible
unintentional spread of contagion, following the lead of local
hospitals and nursing or assisted living facilities. If there
is an emergency situation, please contact me immediately
and we wiﬁ discuss together how I can best support you.
Methods of contact are listed below.

How can | support Grace Lutheran Church and
our community during this?

1.Pray. Please join us in praying for one another, all
those dealing with COVID-19, those who have lost loved
ones to the virus, people who are at-risk, people whose
jobs and livelihoodp will be changed or uncertain, and for
the medical professionals who are working long and busy
hours.

2.Reach out. Just because we cannot gather in person
for the time being does not mean we cannot connect in
other ways. Please give a call or send a card to your church
family or neighbors. We ask that you reach out to at least
one person each Sunday!

3.Worship and Study. We will be focusing our efforts
and resources during this time toward worship and
study experiences done via Zoom (video and phone
conferencing) and sharing online resources. Please join us
and continue to worship and study regularly. May we use
this time to grow stronger in our faith and understanding
of God’s love.

4.Give. After we are able to move past this pandemic,
we want to continue the programming that supports us
in our disciFIeship and helps us to praise God, so we ask
that you please continue to give your regular offerinﬁ
(through mail or by signing uF to give online throu
www.gracelutheran.com/give for a one-time or regular
offering). Any amount helps!

5.Take care of yourself and your family; be mindful of
your health. If you are unable to leave your house and run
out of groceries, please let us know so we can figure out
ways to assist. If you are facing financial hardship because
of hours being cut, talk with Pastor. We are called to care
for one another, in good times and bad. You are not alone.

Where can | stay up-to-date on Grace Lutheran
Church’s response to COVID-19?

The most up-to-date and centralized information will
be posted on our website at www.gracelutheran.com/
COVID19. We will communicate any information in as man
formats as possible: our website, social media (Faceboo
and Instagram @GraceLutheranRedLion), our prayer chain,
email, and phone calls. If you know someone who does not
have internet access, please let Pastor Courtney or Council
President Joe Turek know so that we can ensure they receive
a phone call or are added to the prayer chain list.



COVID-19 INFORMATION FOR GRACE LUTHERAN

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ,
our Great Physician. I don’t need to tell you that we
are in uncharted territory as we navigate what church
looks like during our current COVID-19 pandemic.
As we settle into our new normal, I and your Church
Council leadership have been in contact about the
precautions that are necessary to keep you and the
wider community healthy, as well as exploring different
ways that we can continue to meet digitally as a church
family. The latter, along with a firm faith that God is
with us, is what allows us to focus on mitigating the
spread and effects of COVID-19 and make decisions
that will keep us healthy in body and soul.

As the Executive Committee and Pastor Courtney
have continued to monitor the situation locally and
consult government and church resources regarding
best practices for being Church together during this
time, we have determined that we will extend the
suspension of all in-person church activities and the
temporary closing of the church building until Sunday,
April 19, 2020. We are praying that the curve of those
affected by COVID-19 will flatten by this time and that
we will be able to gather in person once again, but
we will also continue to prayerfully discern how to
keep our community safe as we seek to worship and
serve God. The COVID-19 pandemic changes daily (if
not hourly) in our area and while we are hopeful and
desire to set a goal for when we will be able to return
to in-person activities, there is also a high likelihood
at this time that we will have to extend our temporary
suspension of in-person activities longer. You can
find the latest information on our response at www.
gracelutheran.com/covid19. In addition to our website,

we are also sharing information on our church Facebook
and Instagram pages (@GraceLutheranRedLion) and
through email blasts, which you can sign up for on
our website. We are working to keep you updated as
early as possible with all changes and opportunities to
worship and grow together, and we appreciate your
patience as we learn together what it looks like to be
the Church during a pandemic. Although our ability to
gather in person is etfected by this virus, our ability to

e Church together is not. We will still gather regularly
in other ways to worship, study, and fellowship. Most
significantly, I hope you will join me, Pastor Ben and
Alice Ann for a Live-streamed Worship on Sundays at
10:00 a.m. You can connect with our assembly either
online (with the option to do one or two-way video)
or through your }})1 one (dialing in to hear the service).
Information on the numbers you need to join us are
available at www.gracelutheran.com in addition to
below this letter. At the end of worship we will share
the upcoming week’s schedule for worship, study and
fellowship opportunities. We have also, in large part
thanks to our spectacular secretary, Terri, compiled an
ongoing list of resources for you to engage your faith at
home either as an individual or as a family. Activities
for all ages are available at www.gracelutheran.com/
category/graceathome.

Please know that each and every one of you are in
our prayers. And as we journeﬁ through this new
terrain together, I leave you with this blessing from
the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans: May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit. (Romans 15:13)

Your sister in Christ, +Pastor Courtney

GRACE

AT THE HEART
OF RED LION

HELP YOUR OFFERING MAKE IT TO
CHURCH EVEN WHEN YOU CAN'T

VISIT WWW.GRACELUTHERAN.COM/GIVE
CLICK ON "DONATE NOW"
CREATE YOUR ONLINE PROFILE

ENTER THE AMOUNT YOU WANT TO GIVE
AND THE FREQUENCY

ENTER CHECK ACCOUNT INFORMATION

WE RECOMMEND DESIGNATING REGULAR AUTOMATIC
OFFERING TO THE "GENERAL FUND" SC YOUR
CONTRIBUTION CAN GO WHERE IT IS NEEDED MOST

Sharing the hope and love of God
through worship in person and online

Caring for our neighbors who are food insecure
through our Food Pantry and Free Yard Sale

Supporting children and their families
through original Vacation Bible School programs
and free family dinners

Walking alongside those facing separation or divorce
through our DivorceCare Support Group

Reaching out to our homebound members with fellowship
and the Sacrament of Holy Communion

...and so much more!

GRACE AT THE
HEART OF RED LION




ST%WARD OUR ONE AND
NLY HOME: EARTH

“The good leave an inheritance to their children’s
children.” —Proverbs 13:22a

Look at the babies in your congregation and your
circle of friends and family. You want them to grow
up in the same kind of beautiful, safe, abundant world
you did, right? But that’s increasingly in doubt.

Over the next 50 years, climate change and
environmental crises will disrupt patterns of nature
and civilization that have developed over millennia.
Some scientists even wonder whether the planet will
be habitable in 2120.

Australia’s horrific wildfires may be just a sample
of things to come, along with worsening hurricanes,
more-frequent tornadoes, rising sea levels, rapid
desertification, and melting glaciers and icebergs.
It's not that our world did not already have serious
problems with such issues as war, refugees, hunger,
sFecies extinction, pollution and extreme weather, but
climate change is making them all much worse and
much more complicated.

Christians trust in the Almighty, while we also
recognize that God calls us to love one another and
care tor the only home God has given us.

“If we truly believe we’ve been given responsibilit
for every living thing on this planet (including eac
other) as it says in Genesis 1, then it isn’t only a matter
of caring about climate change,” writes evangelical
Christian and climate scientist Katherine Hayhoe. “We
should be at the front of the line demanding action.”

This month we have much to celebrate in the new
life we have through our resurrected Lord. We also
celebrate spring, seedtime, and Earth Day on April 22.
Let us commit ourselves to renewing and protecting
the only home we have, the only home we will leave
for our children.

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission.
Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower
Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.
stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

THE CURE FOR BORED KIDS...
AND ADULTS

Many of us have children feeling cooped up at home
while social distancing is happening. Grace Lutheran
has some suggestions to keep idle minds engaged.
Teryl has been working hard to post activities the entire
family can do. Check out our website: gracelutheran.
com and scroll down to ‘Grace at Home’ postings.
Enjoy!

If you take the time to scroll all the way to the bottom,
you will see our Facebook feed. You can check out
some song stylings by Ami/1 and Mindy as well as other
postings Pastor Courtney has uploaded for distraction
and positivity.

Weant Bo Receive Ghe Bedcon
ElectBronicdlly®?
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

In light of Governor Tom Wolf's
mandate for the closing of non-
essential retail stores, and the White
House’s advisement for the public to

~ _ Javoid gathering in groups of more
than 10, Kirchenwald, Nawakwa,
and The Wittel Farm are making
the difficult decision to cancel events & rentals of our
facilities through March 30. We will continue to be
attentive to the recommendations from the CDC, public
health officials, and others and will provide updates
regarding retreats scheduled throughout April.

We are doing this to comply with the spirit of these
directives; to %e responsible, and limit exposure to
the coronavirus (COVID-19) to our siblings in Christ,
especially those who are at greater risk.

Christian community is at the core of all that we do.
Please continue to be in community with one another
PLEASE stay home and seek medical help if you
are feeling sick. And, if you're feeling well and need
some fresh air, know that you are welcome to visit the
grounds of our sites for hiking, picnicking, meditation,
and deep breathing.

Finally, be assured that we continue to make plans
for summer camp, hopeful that the pandemic situation
will have abated by that time. Registrations have been
coming in, and we are hiring staff. We will continue to
monitor our policies and plans and make adjustments
as needed, Following the recommendations of the
American Camp Association, the PA Department
of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Vitural Campfire at Nawakwa and
Kirchenwald

We are having a virtual campfire but we need your
help. Post a video of your family singing a favorite
camp song or performing a skit. Tag us in the upload
and use #lcckirchenwald #lccnawakwa #lccvirtual
campfire. Then check out our social media pages for
uploaded videos!

A POSITIVE MESSAGE FROM 'THE
BEACON' STAFF

Hello and peaceful wishes to all of our Grace family
members during this unique and worrisome time.
Be comforted that our church is here, loving and
strong. Our Father works in mysterious ways. We are
spending more time together with our families, and
being reminded to appreciate nature and things that
we may have been
taking for granted.
The wonderous
gentle hand of God
is always with each
of us, and everything
will be okay.

April Celebreaticons

s

Happy Birthday @

01- Loretta Golden
04- Jayne Legore
04- Karen Turner
05- Connie Heiss
05- Shaelyn Peters
06- Janet Murphy
06- Mark Ricci

07- Kristi Rexroth
10- Scott Frey

10- Andrew Warntz
11- Landon Einsig
12- Alysin Dellinger- Herman
12- Daphne Grim

13- Lance Licht

14- Allen Dellinger

14- Chris Golden

14- Vincent Kicas

14- Kelly Stauffer

15- Hayden Christenberry
15- Robert Strobeck

16- Jane Shank

16- Thomas Smith

18- Kay Mansberger

21- Hayes Webster

22- Parker Bowles

24- Kurt Golden

24- Teresa Goodling

24- Quay Yendall, I1I

25- Shelf:ey Fishel

25- Debbie Hoover

25- Brian Kollosch

26- Larry Fales Sr.

Wep/pﬁ'nﬂ Anniversaries

01- David & Linda Dennish
15- Roy & Colleen T. Grove
22- Ralph & Julie Urey

27- Larry & Marie Fales

Pastoral Acts

There were no Pastoral Acts this month.

\@Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer

Jennifer;Rudolf’ Llayoﬁt/ StaffiWriter;

R P e &y W

' Ottilie/Grim, Copy Proofreader:
‘R‘i‘ch_'agd!Rl'line, Proofreader:

4 ' ‘.Dée—Kerr, Proofreader
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who is"

\ sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
" We want to honor those we love, because ¥
 they are in our hearts, even if we are not S

having services with flowers until at least
Easter.

April’s flowers:
05-In memory of deceased members of
the Golden & Coeyman families by Mr. &
Mrs. Ron Golden
12-In memory of Atty & Mrs. Samuel S.
Laucks Jr., Mr.& Mrs. John S. Kopec, by
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel S. Laucks

-The altar cross is in memory of

of the choir by Richard Rhine.
26-In memory of Samuel & Elaine Laucks
~ Sr. by the family *

May’s flowers:

03-In memory of parents Martin & Lena
Ericson, George Heckel, & Annette
(Heckel) Milier by Leif & Peggy Ericson

H. Norman Fishel by their children & §
grandchildren

17-In memory of Jacob & Mary Valentine |
& David Thompson by Regina Thompson
24-In memory of Primrose by George
McCallum

* God's peace be with Un ited

you,

The Seminarians at IJ uth crail

! have fallen defending our country

4

(0 -
ENINGS AT GRA

There are some amazing and wonderful things to
share about Grace during the epidemic. Jack and his
wonderful crew of volunteers did a drive-through food
distribution. The food pantry served approximately
140 people/families. Jack has been heeding the call of
hunger for others in between official times as well.

Pastor Courtney has been doing online studies
(Divorce Care and a Bible study) as well as online talks
and worship. Just so you know, the 125th Anniversary
Banquet is postponed, but the tickets will be honored
or if the new date doesn't work then refunds will be
made.

Other unsung heroes are the council members calling
ﬁeople to check-in. In addition, some of our teens

ave been doing some of the social media that is so
important when we must do social distancing.

deceased family members of the Turner (~ :i
Kupp families L ML
19-In memory of the deceased members ;' to the students,

-/ Seminary (ULS).

S
10-Mother's Day In memory ot Mr. & Mrs. £ N/
'y compassion.

Ay 31-In memory of all the service men who i@

3

ATHANK YOU FROM THE

'S LUTHERAN SEMINARY FOR

OUR REV. JOSEPH W. SEITZ
SCHOLARSHIP

Dear Friends at Grace,

The students at Lutheran Seminary have a sense of
purpose. These sfpecial dpeo le are some of the most
enthusiastic and focused individuals to set foot on this

w0, campus. They are people of vision. They have a clear

sense of mission. A big part of what allows them to

)0 focus on their seminary experience is the knowledge

that their tuition is being paid in full thanks to
the generosity and prayers of our donors. You are
responsible for this energy. You are helping to make it

3 grow into the fullness of God's calling for the students

on the Philadelphia, Gettysburg, and online campuses.
Your ability to sup}}{lort seminary education is a
ministry in its own rigfv t, and this ministry is a blessing
faculty and staff at United Lutheran

As God's people, we are seeking vision and fulfilling
our mission together, whether through rostered
service in the church like our seminary students, or

(most  importantly)

through loving our
neighﬁor through the
sharing of time, talent,
and resources. Thank
you for sharing your
Thank
you for supporting
ULS.

o Seminary




STORY OF THE THREE TREES

Once upon a mountain
top, three little trees stood i
and dreamed of what they M
wanted to become when =
they grew up. The first &
little tree looked up at the S
stars and said: “I want Pl
to hold treasure. I want S
to be covered with gold *
and filled with precious =
stones. I1l be the most §
beautiful treasure chest in ¢
the world!” The second
little tree looked out at the ¥
small stream trickling by *
on its way to the ocean. &
“I want to be traveling -
mighty waters and carrying
powerful kings. I'll be the strongest ship in the world!”
The third little tree looked down into the valley below
where busy men and women worked in a busy town.
“I don’t want to leave the mountain top at all. [ want to
grow so tall that when people stop to look at me, they’ll
raise their eyes to heaven and think of God. I will be
the tallest tree in the world.”

Years passed. The rain came, the sun shone, and
the little trees grew tall. One day three woodcutters
climbed the mountain. The first woodcutter looked at
the first tree and said, “This tree is beautiful. Itis perfect
for me.” With a swoop of his shining axe, the first tree
fell. “Now I shall be made into a %eautiful chest. 1
shall hold wonderful treasure!” the first tree said. The
second woodcutter looked at the second tree and said,
“This tree is strong. It is perfect for me,” and with a
swoop of his shining axe, the second tree fell. “Now I
shall sail mighty waters!” thought the second tree. “I
shall be a strong ship for mighty kings!” The third tree
felt her heart sink when the last woodcutter looked her
wag. She stood straight and tall and pointed bravely
to heaven, but the woodcutter never even looked up.
“Any kind of tree will do for me,” he muttered. With a
swoop of his shining axe, the third tree fell.

The first tree rejoiced when the woodcutter brought
her to a carpenter’s shop, but the carpenter fashioned
the tree into a feedbox for animals. The once beautiful
tree was not covered with gold, nor with treasure.
She was coated with sawdust and filled with hay for
hungry farm animals. The second tree smiled when
the woodcutter took her to a shipyard, but no mighty
sailing ship was made that day. Instead, the once
strong tree was hammered and sawed into a simple
fishing boat. She was too small and too weak to sail
on an ocean, or even a river; instead, she was taken
to a little lake. The third tree was confused when the
woodcutter cut her into strong beams and left her in
a lumberyard. “What happened?” the once tall tree
wondered. “All I ever wanted was to stay on the
mountain top and point to God...”

Many, many days and night passed. The three trees
nearly forgot their dreams. One night, golden starlight
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w... poured over the first tree
L. as a young woman placed
4 her newborn baby in the

% - feedbox. “I wish I could
- make a cradle for him,” her
® husband whispered. The
mother squeezed his hand
and smiled as the starlight
shone on the smooth and
the sturdy wood. “This
manger is beautiful,” she
said. Suddenly the first
tree knew he was holding
the ?reatest treasure in the
world. One evening a tired
b traveler and his friends
crowded into the old fishing
boat. The traveler fell asleep
as the second tree cEJietly sailed out into the lake. Soon
a thundering and thrashing storm arose. The little tree
shuddered. She knew she did not have the strength
to carry so many passengers safely through with the
wind and the rain. The tired man awakened. He stood
up, stretched out his hand, and said, “Peace.” The
storm stopped as quickly as it had begun. Suddenly
the second tree knew he was carrying the king of
heaven and earth. One Friday morning, the third tree
was startled when her beams were yanked from the
forgotten woodpile. She flinched as she was carried
through an angry jeering crowd. She shuddered when
soldiers nailed a man’s hands to her. She felt ugly
and harsh and cruel, but on Sunday mornin%, when
the sun rose and the earth tremble with joy beneath
her, the third tree knew that God’s love had changed
everything. It had made the third tree strong. Ever
time people thought of the third tree, they would thin
of God. That was better than being the tallest tree in
the world.

The next time you feel down because you didn’t get
what you want, sit tight and be happy because God is
thinking of something better to give you.

-Suggested by Carole Wagner and taken from:
https://bible.org/illustration/story-three-trees




