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I. Historical Background

PLACES TO KNOW:

e What and where was Persia? Who ruled it (earthly)?

e How many provinces of Persia were there mentioned in Esther? Which of

the continents did those Persian provinces span or cover?

e Where or what was Susa or Shushan?




I. Historical Background cont.

PEOPLE TO KNOW:

Who was Ahasuerus / Xerxes 1?

Who was Vashti?

Who was Esther / Hadassah?

Who was Mordecai? Which tribe of Israel was he from?




I. Historical Background cont.

SETTING DETAILS — PLACES TO KNOW:

e What grand event (s) took place in Esther chapter 1?

e Is it customary for Middle Eastern cultures to celebrate week-long
feasts / gatherings?




I1. Scriptural Focus

o What was going on with King Ahasuerus / Xerxes I in Esther
chapter 1?7

e What caused a rift between Ahasuerus and Vashti?




III. Observations

e Who has not been mentioned in Esther 1:1-2:207?

e Did Esther display a good example of obedience?

e As Christian women, should we always obey our husbands? Explain.
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Additional Notes:




