
ARIZONA COTTON GROWERS

SEPT 4: THE 12  WORKSHOP ON NEW TECHNOLOGIESTH

              FOR ARIZONA AGRICULTURE
SEPT 9: COTTON “TENT TALK”- CASA GRANDE
SEPT 11: AZ STATE SUPPORT COMMITTEE MEETING
SEPT 16: COTTON & COFFEE -7:30AM CENTRAL-
SEPT 17: ACGA BOARD MEETING
SEPT 18: ADWR AG-TO-URBAN PUBLIC MEETING
SEPT 30: AZ COTTON RESEARCH & PROTECTION MTG.

The National Cotton Council
has scheduled the following
farm bill meetings to provide

our members with information
on the provisions of the new
law. The meetings are also

open to all producers, cotton
industry firms and agri-

businesses. Please make plans
to attend one of these
important meetings.
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The National Cotton Council (NCC), with support from the Arizona Cotton Growers Association and
the Arizona Cotton Ginners Association, is conducting a series of information meetings across the
Cotton Belt to provide cotton producers, industry firms, and agri-businesses with crucial information
regarding the 2025 Farm Bill provisions passed in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. These meetings are
open to all interested parties and are designed to ensure the industry is well-informed about the
new law's impact. "Understanding the intricacies of the new farm program provisions is vital for the
continued success and stability of the U.S. cotton industry," said NCC Chairman Patrick Johnson. "We
encourage all involved to attend one of these important meetings to gain valuable insights and ask
questions."

The meetings will cover key aspects of the new farm bill provisions, offering attendees an
opportunity to learn directly from experts and engage in discussions about its implications for their
operations. All times are local. The NCC looks forward to welcoming attendees and providing
valuable information to help navigate the new farm program landscape.

NCC ANNOUNCES 2025 FARM BILL INFORMATION MEETINGS

MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR ARIZONA:
Yuma: September 10, 9:00 a.m. – UA Yuma Agricultural Center, 6425 W 8th St.
Coolidge: September 10, 2:00 p.m. – CAC Signal Peak Campus, 8470 N Overfield Rd. 
Thatcher: September 11, 9:30 a.m. – Eastern Arizona College, 615 N Stadium Ave. 

https://www.farminc.biz/
https://www.farminc.biz/
https://www.farminc.biz/


As we approach the final weeks of the 2025 growing season for much of the Arizona cotton crop, it is
time to begin thinking about termination and harvest preparation. Preserving all the work you have
done this season is important and can be accomplished by efficiently preparing the crop for a clean
harvest. Defoliation and harvest preparation can be a difficult challenge as it is affected by many
factors including crop maturity status, harvest aid material selection and timing. A general rule of
thumb that has proven effective in timing harvest prep applications is that of estimating percent
open boll. When 60% of the bolls are open or cracked then a true defoliant can safely be applied with
effective results. Open boll percentages can be effectively estimated by counting the number of
nodes above the upper-most first position cracked boll (NACB) to the uppermost harvestable boll. A
percent open boll of 60% coincides with a NACB value of 4. The other factor to consider is crop stress
level. Remember that the application of defoliant is an attempt to enhance the already progressing
physiological process of senescence. If the crop is too stressed when the defoliant is applied, the
physiological activity of the plant has diminished to the point that the plant does not effectively
assimilate the chemical defoliant. Under this scenario, abscission layers may not properly form
resulting in leaves that ‘stick’ on the plant and increased leaf content of the harvested seedcotton. On
the other hand, if the plant is too lush and actively growing the defoliant application will be much less
effective. A general rule of thumb is that a harvest prep application should be made at approximately
two times the final irrigation interval. This interval may vary depending on weather and soil water
holding capacity. A couple of publications written describing the process of defoliation and harvest
preparation along with discussion of appropriate materials and the application timings can be found
of University of Arizona website, any by clicking the buttons below.
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Choosing Harvest Aid Chemicals Defoliation Timing for Arizona Cotton

               
This Month's Newsletter Sponsors are AMS & Farm INC.

https://repository.arizona.edu/handle/10150/662043
https://repository.arizona.edu/handle/10150/225860
https://repository.arizona.edu/handle/10150/662043
https://repository.arizona.edu/handle/10150/225860


On January 1, 2025, the Fifth Management Plan was rolled out for all initial Active Management
Areas, which includes a new agricultural conservation program. The Integrated Farm Program
(IFP) allows the owner/operator of Irrigated Grandfathered Rights (IGFRs) to combine allotments of
those IGFRs and apply groundwater anywhere within the combined footprint the IGFRs. This new
program allows for further groundwater conservation and simplifies annual reporting under one
IFP number, rather than multiple annual reports for each IGFR. To participate in the program,
IGFRs must be within the same irrigation district or within the same sub-basin if they are not
located in an irrigation district. The groundwater allotment is calculated based upon the combined
footprint of the IGFRs enrolled under the IFP, minus a five percent cut to the aquifer. An example
visualization is seen in the image below. Under the IFP, prior flexibility accounts for IGFRs will be
frozen, and a new flexibility account will be created for the new integrated farm unit. Applications
can be found on the Arizona Department of Water Resources website at
https://www.azwater.gov/ama/agriculture-program under Documents > Integrated Farm Program.

For any further questions about the Integrated Farm Program and the application process, reach
out to the Active Management Areas at earp@azwater.gov, or (602) 771-8585.
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REMEMBERING LYALL PACHECO
We mourn the loss of Lyall Pacheco, who passed away on August 2, 2025. A
dedicated producer from Marana and former Board Member (2011–2023),
Lyall was a steward of the land and passionate advocate for agriculture. He
worked to preserve farmland, partnered on pink bollworm eradication
efforts, and inspired others with his strong work ethic.

Lyall believed deeply in farming as an honorable trade and carried great
pride in being part of this vital industry. He valued perseverance, service,
and integrity—qualities he instilled in those around him. His legacy of pride,
service, and dedication will continue to guide and inspire.
We extend our deepest condolences to his wife, children, and family.

https://www.azwater.gov/ama/agriculture-program
mailto:earp@azwater.gov
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The Association is honored to recognize Past ACGA President F. Ronald “Ron” Rayner on his induction
into the Historical League, Inc. as a 2025 Arizona Historymaker™. This prestigious recognition honors
men and women whose achievements have left a lasting impact on Arizona while maintaining
strong ties to the state.

Ron is one of only four individuals in the League’s history whose life’s work is rooted in agriculture,
making this recognition especially meaningful for our industry. His family has farmed in Arizona since
1913, and for decades Ron has led both on the land and in leadership roles across the cotton industry.
He pioneered nationally recognized farming practices—including arid land double cropping and no-
till crop management—that conserve water, improve soil health, and reduce environmental impacts.

Beyond the farm, Ron has served in key leadership positions including founding chairman of
Electrical District No. 8, past chairman of the National Cotton Council, and board member of the
Central Arizona Project,  

among others. His
contributions have been
recognized with the Lifetime
Achievement Award from
theUniversity of Arizona
College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences and the
Environmental Stewardship
Award from the Arizona
Farm Bureau.

The Arizona Cotton Growers
Association congratulates
Ron Rayner on this well-
deserved honor and invites
you to celebrate his
achievements at the
Turquoise & Treasures event
on Saturday, October 25,
2025, at the Arizona
Heritage Center at Papago
Park.

If you’re interested in
learning more about the
Historical League or
attending the celebration,
click here.

https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/
http://historicalleague.org/event/arizona-historymakers-celebration

