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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
LovE

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church




WELCOME!

To our worshipping community, especially to parents: God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel

you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift

to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we
give smiles of encouragement to parents!

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here!
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH”
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor — Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music — Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org
Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed — Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells — westcongmusic@gmail.com
Lisa Coffey, Administrator — Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org

Office hours: Monday — Closed, Tuesday — Friday 9am — 1pm
Church office phone (508)366-2000

General Church email — info@uccwestboro.org Church website- www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.instagram.com/uccwestboro/

We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure,
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability. We say, and mean,
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our
belief in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit. We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of
participation in this congregation.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Dec 21, 2025 Christmas Pageant Fourth Sunday of Advent

*The Congregation is invited to stand.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS (shown online and on the sanctuary screens) 9:45 AM
PRELUDE
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US 10:00 AM
INVITING THE WORD
WELCOME Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*OPENING MUSIC
Hymn: #132  “When God Is a Child” MOON BEAMS
JoySpring Songbook #31  “Mary, Did You Know?” Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene
*CALL TO WORSHIP Mateusz Moskal
One: Waiting in the darkness, we have come to this special place.

Many: Sitting here, where generations have sat before us, we listen for God’s Word.
One: As our children bring light to our darkness, let hope fill our hearts.
Many: Let us worship the One soon to come; Emmanuel; God with us.
LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE — LOVE Choir Members

1% person:  We relight the hope candle for we are people of hope, our hearts full of
anticipation for the coming of God among us.

(The purple HOPE candle is relit)

2" person: We relight the peace candle for we are people of peace, knowing God has told us
to turn our weapons of war into instruments that benefit all humanity.

(The purple PEACE candle is relit)

3" person:  We relight the joy candle for we are people of joy, believing that God desires for
us a life beyond sorrow and strife.

(The pink JOY candle is relit)
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4™ person:  Today we light the candle of Love, for we are people of love. With this flame we
signify the love of God that surrounds us and fills us at all times. There is no
greater power than that love. It is stronger than grief and despair. Stronger than
even death. We love, because God loved us.

(The purple LOVE candle is lit)

Let us pray (unison): Loving God, light our lives with Your grace and mercy.
Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from
justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained but must be shared.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by You, that we may walk in the light of

Christ. Amen
*ADVENT RESPONSE “One Candle is Lit” CRADLE SONG
Hymn #128 (vs. 1,2,3, 4)
*GATHERING PRAYER (unison) Maciej Moskal

Holy God, in this Advent time of Expectation, draw us closer in unity. As we worship, may
our praise echo from these walls and through our lives. Draw us together in service, that the
path we follow might lead us from a stable to a glimpse of eternity. We ask this in Your
name Savior, Jesus and continue to pray using the words You taught us...

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION

RECEIVING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 7:10-16 Cora Fitzgibbons
(pew bible pgs. 554)

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

“12 Symbols of Christmas” written by Felicia Mollohan
Directed by Sterling Fitzgibbons

*HYMN #130 “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” (vs 1,2,5) MORNING SONG



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
RESPONSE: Hear our Prayer

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation
At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have chosen to
give God back for God’s ministry.

Offertory

“For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) Hayley Kapitz
For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank You gracious God. Accept, we pray, not
just our money but also our lives freely offered in gratitude for all You have done for us. Use
them both, in this place and wherever You might take us. Amen

BEING THE CHURCH
*CLOSING HYMN #119 “0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs 1,2,4) VENI EMMANUEL

*BENEDICTION Susi Di Terlizzi
One: Give us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch,
Many: that we know Your presence in our midst during this holy season of joy,
One: as we anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ. Amen

*POSTLUDE

The Faith Formation youth serve as liturgists.
Elizabeth Kafig and Ron MacKendrick are deacons of the day.



Please join us downstairs after the service for our Cookie Walk!

Prayers
Continued Prayers: Bev Hall; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Carolyn Bent;
Diane Travers; Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Ron, brother-in-law to Betty & Ted;
Betty Simino; Donna Morgan’s nephew, Peter Jacunski; The family of Grover Morgan, Jr., Tom's
brother; Paula Tashjian; Debbie Grega — Amy Glennon’s mother; Betty Gray’s niece Heather;
Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby.

WEDNESDAY, DEC 24th AT 7PM - CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
We will have our Family Christmas Eve service at 7pm. Invite a friend or family member

to join you!
STEWARDSHIP 2026

“DREAMING GOD’S DREAM” “NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG”
The Stewardship Committee wants to thank the 68 pledging units who have already
returned their pledge cards. Last year’s pledge total was 87; hence we encourage all
previous pledgers to participate again this year with whatever monies you feel are
appropriate. If you are a cash contributor, please submit a pledge card so your
contribution can be counted toward achieving the pledge goal. Pledge cards can be mailed
or dropped off in the mail slot outside the church’s parking lot door. If you need a pledge
card, please contact the church office at 508-366-2000 or you may phone in your pledge
to Dave Smith at 508-366-8174 and he will submit a proxy pledge card.

MISSIONS
2025 Giving Tree - Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts or gift cards for
Westborough children. Many children will have a wonderful surprise on Christmas
morning. It was wonderful to see all the gifts and deliver them to St. Luke's with gifts from
all the other churches in town. The Mission Team

Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of December, the Westborough Food Pantry is in
need the following: Hot cocoa, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Bar Soap. The Westborough Food
Pantry has thanked us for our continued support in helping to feed local families in need.
Over two hundred families have shopped at the Pantry over the last few weeks, which is
fifty more than they had expected. Please continue to consider donating additional (non-
perishable) food of all sorts to the white box. Thank you. The Mission Team

Dismas House — Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts? If so,
please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House. The men are working
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towards re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison.
They really love home cooked meals. If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can
probably arrange to bring the meal. If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with
you. You can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal. Nothing fancy, just
a tasty meal. If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES ON WESTBOROUGH TV
Exciting news from our collaboration with Westborough TV! Our Sunday services will be
replayed TWICE a week every week. You'll be able to watch us on Mondays at 6:30PM
(please note, this is a half hour later than we have been), and again on Thursdays at
6:30PM. As a reminder, we're on Verizon channel 2124 (High Definition) and Verizon 24 &
Charter 191 (regular definition)

PAGEANT CAST

MOM Linda Borglund JOSEPH Eddie Newton
SANDY Hayley Kapitz MARY Melanie Newton
SUSIE Susi Di Terlizzi JESUS Edward Newton IV
A illi
STANLEY  Trevordlovy  SHEEP ey Newtr
HHovely ANGEL Ruby Gitkind

READER Mateusz Moskal SHEPHERD Coco Fitzgibbons
READER Sebastian Moskal
READER Maciej Moskal

Director Sterling Fitzgibbons

I would like to thank the kids for all the hard work they have put into this pageant
and the dedication from Sterling for getting them ready for this special event.
Blessings,

Linda Borglund, C.E. Director
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"O Christmas Tree"
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are thy branches!

Thou still art green when summer wanes, and wintry winds sweep o’er the plains.
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are thy branches!

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
It Came Upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all - gracious King.
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

"0 Little Town of Bethlehem"
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless
sleep, the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

“Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”
Jesus walked this lonesome valley; He had to walk it by himself
Oh, nobody else could walk it for him; He had to walk it by himself

“We Three Kings”
We Three Kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
O Star of wonder, star light, star with royal beauty bring,
Westward leading still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light

“‘We Wish You A Merry Christmas”
We wish you a merry Christmas, We wish you a merry Christmas, we wish you a
merry Christmas, and a happy New Year!
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin, we wish you a merry Christmas and a
happy new year!
We wish you a merry Christmas, We wish you a merry Christmas, we wish you a
merry Christmas, and a happy New Year!



