
A BRIEF HISTORY OF  

SAINT PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH THE CHURCHYARD 
Saint Peter’s Parish was founded in 1681 

when a group from the Church of England 

petitioned for four acres of land in the center 

of Lewes.  The present church occupies a 

portion of that land today. 

Saint Peter’s original church building, 

completed in 1724, sat in front of the current 

structure.  A second church, consecrated in 

September  1808, had a small bell tower.  

The bell we ring every Sunday announcing 

our services is from that bell tower. 

The building in which we worship today was 

constructed between 1854 and 1858.  The 

steeple was added in 1870 and the Sacristy 

was added in 1903-4. 

In addition to the churchyard, Saint Peter’s 

owns the oldest cemetery in the state of 

Delaware.  The Pilottown Cemetery, located 

on Pilottown Road, was the site of the first 

western settlement in what is now Delaware.  

Some of the early colonist are interred there. 

Among Saint Peter’s interesting historical 

possessions are the communion table used in 

the original church of 1724, a prayer book 

showing the changes made after the War of 

Independence, and a silver communion 

service given by John Penn, grandson of 

William Penn, on June 10, 1773. 

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
2nd & Market Streets 

P. O. Box 464 
Lewes, Delaware  19958 

Phone:  (302) 645-8479 
Fax:  (302) 645-0986 

Email: office@stpeterslewes.org 
Website: www.stpeterslewes.org 

Established 1681   
Present Building (the third) Built in 1854 

SAINT PETER’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Sanctuary in the heart of  Lewes 

Updated 5/7/2026 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: 

Sunday               8am Holy Eucharist  

              10:15am Holy Eucharist  

             (choir, handbells or music group) 

               9:30am Sunday School (Sept.-May ) 

                           (ages 3 - 10) 

                           9:30am St. Peter’s Youth                                      

              Middle/Highschool (Sept.-May ) 

  

Wednesday         7pm Holy Eucharist 

Saturday  5pm Holy Eucharist 

CLERGY & PASTORAL STAFF 

The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross, Rector 

Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator 

Jessica Potter, Family Ministry and Communications 

T. J. Thomas, Minister of Music 

 

 

The Rev. Celeste Cox,  
Associate Priest 

The Rev. Deacon Paula Waite,  
Chaplain to Beebe Hospital 

The Rev. Deacon Chris Miller-Marcin 

Assistant to the Rector 

Rick Jarosh , Sexton 

Helen Waite, Gardener 

Office Hours:  9am to 3pm, Monday--Friday  

located in the Hart House at 213 West 3rd Street 



1. Row of old slate stones for the Nunez family, 

dating between 1746 & 1775. 

2. Tomb of Ryves Holt, Esq. (1696-1763), first Chief 

justice of Delaware (1745-1763). He was Sheriff of 

the county, and in 1733 was appointed King’s 

Attorney for Sussex. He was a member of the 

Assembly for several years and Speaker of the 

Assembly. He lived at the corner of Second and 

Mulberry Streets in the oldest house in Delaware 

still standing, erected before 1685. It was once run 

as an inn by Phillip Russell. 

3. Grave of the Reverend William Beckett, missionary 

in Lewes from 1721-1743. In his will he asked to be 

buried between his two wives. The stone of one, 

who died in 1732, may be seen to the right of his. 

4. This is the famous “February 30th Stone” - the 

inscription reads “In memory of Elizabeth H. 

Cullen, born February 30th, 1760 and departed this 

life September 30th, A.D. 1830. Aged 78 years & 7 

months. She stretched out her hands to the poor, 

Yea, she reached forth her hands to the needy. 

Prov. 31st Chap. & Vers.” 

5. Tomb of Captain James Drew of the DeBraak. This 

was the English ship which foundered on the Capes 

and from which coins are occasionally washed up 

after a storm. Captain Drew's watch back that 

contains part of the Drew family crest, and a 

mourning ring that he wore in honor of his 

deceased bother, Capt. James Drew, RN, are on 

exhibit in the Zwaanendael Museum. The stone 

vase on top of the tomb is reputed to have been 

sent by Queen Anne. 

6. Grave of Samuel Paynter (1768-1846), the 26th 

Governor of Delaware (1824-1827). In 1818 he was 

appointed a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas 

for Sussex. 

7. Tomb of Henrietta Stotesbury. It is believed that 

the child died June 23rd, 1840 on the sailing vessel 

which was taking the family from Philadelphia to 

Europe and was interred after the ship reached the 

Breakwater. 

8. Tomb of Caleb Rodney, the 23rd Governor of Delaware, 

born in 1767 and died 1840. A life-long resident of Lewes, 

he served frequently as a member of the General 

Assembly. He conducted a successful mercantile business 

for many years at the present site of the Rodney Hotel. 

One of the doors from his store and dwelling that was 

struck by a cannon ball during the War of 1812 is 

preserved in the Cannon Ball House. 

9. Tomb of the Hon. Caleb S. Layton, sometime Associate 

Justice of the Superior Court of the state, born 1798 and 

died 1882.  He served as a member of the State 

Legislature for several terms and was later a member of 

the State Senate. He served also as Secretary of State 

under Governors David Hazzard and Charles Polk. 

10. Grave of Dr. Henry Fisher, born in Waterford, Ireland in 

1700. He was probably the first physician of eminence in 

the territory now known as Delaware. He practiced widely 

and was one of the few educated medical practitioners in 

Sussex County during his lifetime. He died in 1748. His 

son, Mayor Henry Fisher, was a noted patriot during the 

Revolutionary War. 

11. Grave of Captain Henry F. McCracken, pilot of the 

Delaware Bay and River. He requested that his anchor be 

buried with him and the fluke may be seen protruding 

from the ground. 

12. Tomb of Thomas Norman, Sexton of the church for 

forty-four years. The stone has a model of the church 

engraved on it. 

13. Tomb of William Marshall, pilot of the Delaware Bay and 

River , born in Lewes in 1774 and died in 1850. He was 

many times a vestryman of St. Peter’s. He was Lieutenant 

Commander during the bombardment of Lewes by the 

British in April of 1813 and left a diary recording those in 

his battery which is now on display in the Zwaanendael 

Museum. A Lieutenant Marshall is mentioned several 

times in Rodney’s diary and probably refers to William 

Marshall. 

14. Grave of Dr. Joseph Maull, thirty-fourth Governor of 

Delaware. He was born in “Pilottown” in 1781. While 

serving as Speaker of the House, he succeeded Governor 

Thomas Stockton on his death in 1846, but served only 

nine weeks, dying on May 3, 1846. A practicing physician 

in Broadkill and adjoining Hundreds, he often served 

as a member of the General Assembly, served several 

times as State Senator, and was one of the delegates 

from Sussex County to the State Constitutional 

Convention in 1831. Dr. Maull was in the company of 

volunteer militia artillery at Lewes commanded by 

Samuel B. Davis in 1813 . 

15. Tomb of Daniel Rodney, 19th Governor of Delaware 

(1814-1817). Born in Lewes in 1764 and died in 1846. 

He was a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the 

three years from 1817, elected a member of Congress 

from Delaware, and also served for a short time as 

United States Senator. He was a lifelong resident of 

Lewes and built a house on Second Street about 1800 

which is still standing. 

16. Grave of  Jacob Kollock, born 1692, died 1772. He 

was a member of the legislature for forty years, 

Speaker of the House, and Warden of the Parish for 

many years. 

17. Tomb of Margaret Huling. This is the oldest stone in 

the churchyard. The inscription reads: 
HERE LYETH YE BODY 

OF MARGARET YE WIDOW 

OF JAMES HULING WHO 

DESERT FEBRY YE 16TH 

IN YE 76TH YEARE OF HER 

AGE 1707 BORN 1631 

18. In the corner at the front of the church is the second 

oldest stone. It also 

belongs to the Huling 

family. HULING 
mARTHA HIS WIFE 

deCEST FEBRY YE 

1708 IN YE 8TH YEAR  

of  HER AGE 

 

A portion of the stone 

is broken so that the 

whole inscription 

cannot be read. 

A guide to some noteworthy graves 


