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A weekly visitor to your home bringing 
you news from Central Christian Church 

Our mission … Sharing Christ, 
Changing Lives, Delivering Hope 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON (SANCTUARY)  
AT 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
AND LIVESTREAMED ON 

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG  
AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

AT 10:30 AM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP  
IN-PERSON (GREAT HALL)  
AND LIVESTREAMED ON  

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG 
AND FACEBOOK LIVE   

AT 9:15 AM 
 

Scripture for 11/23/25 
Luke 21:5-19 

Michael E. Karunas 

A Central Christmas Tea 
Central will be hosting a Christmas Tea for all   women 
and girls on Saturday, Dec. 13 at 2pm, in the Great Hall.  
Come and bring friends and family for an afternoon of 
sipping tea/coffee (milk and   cider) and enjoying tasty 
treats. You are welcome to bring a tea or coffee cup/mug 
and a Christmas memento to share a story with us if you would like. Please 
RSVP by calling the church office (217-428-4336) or emailing:                           
central@cccdisciples.org by Monday, Dec. 8.  
 

Advent Family Fun Morning 
Come and join the fun on Saturday, December 6, from 
9:30-11am. We will be hearing the Nativity story, creating 
our own Nativity scenes, and enjoying treats. It will be a 
time for your family to gather with other Central families, 
share stories and make new memories. It will be a time to 
reflect on God’s gift of Jesus, that we celebrate at      
Christmas. This is an event for families of all ages.  
 

Thanksgiving Potluck - Sunday, Nov. 23rd 
November 23rd will be our all church potluck, in the Great Hall, after the 10:30 
AM traditional service. This year the Fellowship Committee will provide ham, 
mashed potatoes, and rolls. We are asking the congregation to 
bring items to share, as below: 
Last Names beginning with A - P: Please bring a side dish. 
Last Names beginning with Q - Z: Please bring a dessert. 
We split it this way because we are often short on side dishes, 
but whatever anyone brings will be great!  Hope to see you 
there! 
 

Opus 24 Fall Concert: “When Silence Speaks” 
Come enjoy an afternoon of beautiful choral music as Opus 24 
shares their program, “When Silence Speaks,” this Sunday, 
November 23rd, at 3:00 PM, in our Sanctuary.  Tickets are $15 
for adults and $10 for students and are available at the door. 
You might even see a Central member or two! For more about 
Opus 24, visit www.decaturopus.com.  
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Earlier this month, a Mission Money Task Force – comprised of some of our 
executive officers, members of the World Outreach and Christian Action     
Community Service departments, and Pastor Melinda and myself – met to 
make decisions about how to distribute the 10% portion of the 2022-2025    
Capital Campaign receipts.  As you know, Central designates a tithe (one-tenth) 
of all capital campaign contributions for outreach in our local and regional   
community.  At the end of each campaign, we meet to determine how those 
funds will be allocated.  The Mission Money Task Force invited some local     
non-profit organizations to submit application requests for portions of those 
funds; to tell what their areas of greatest need are and how a gift from us could       
support the work they do. 
 
After considering all the requests, and taking into account that some of the  
organizations who submitted one will be funded by Central in other ways in 
2026, here is a breakdown of how we chose to distribute $63,200 from the  
outreach portion of the 2022-2025 campaign: 
 
Camp Walter Scott 
• Refurbish kitchenettes and renovate the outdoor worship area  
Faith Fellowship Ministries (Wayne Dunning) 
• Refurbish church van and improve lighting in and around their facilities  
Children’s Museum of IL 
• Provide memberships to 50 low-income families  
Paw Print Ministries 
• Provide one new comfort dog team and all training required  
Webster Cantrell Youth Advocacy 
• Assist with security (camera system) at the Cantrell St. facility 
Northeast Community Fund 
• Provide ramps entrances at the homes of three (3) families 
Dawson Civic Leadership Institute 
• Provide leadership development for young people through a community 

meals program to counter food insecurity  
Good Samaritan Inn 
• Assist in the renovation of the new welcome space at the visitor entrance 
God’s Shelter of Love 
• New flooring at the Careage House 
 
I hope you feel honored by the way the task force chose to distribute the funds.  
As I have said many times, I am proud to serve at a church that maintains this 
practice as a regular part of its ministry.  I am nearly certain in saying that    
Central Christian is the only church in the Disciples of Christ denomination that 
exemplifies this “Triple Crown” of generosity: 
1. Conduct a program of regular and repeating three-year capital campaigns, 

and… 
2. Dedicate 10% of those capital campaign receipts to outreach, and… 
3. Annually give 10% of all operating receipts to support the ministry of the 

wider denomination.   
And it is all because of YOU and your great generosity!  Well done, good and 
faithful servants! 
 
      Blessings, Michael 

Christmas Care & Share  
Volunteers Needed 

Our Christian Action Community    
Service committee (CACS) is leading 

Central’s participation in the           
community’s Christmas Care & Share 
again this year. Many volunteers are 
needed to prepare for & work at the 

event.  All work shifts are 2 hours long 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Volunteers are needed December 5, 
6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, & 13 for organizing, 

sorting, counting, & unloading        
donations between 8:00 a.m. & 4:00 

p.m. Volunteers are needed             
December 15-19 for assisting with toy 
and gift shopping for families between 

8:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. 
To sign up to volunteer you can reach 
out to Ryan or Angie at 217.428.6616 

or by email at santa@doveinc.org. 
You may contact CACS member Judy 

Ford at judyjf@comcast.net if you 
have any questions. Please consider 
giving your time to make someone’s 

Christmas happy. Thanks! 
 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday!! (11/23—12/6) 
Carol Graham, Tripp Potter, Carole 

McClarey, Jon Backes, Christina  
Campbell, Megan Swim, Nedra  

Brintlinger, Michael Karunas, Roberta 
Gorden, Piper Rutherford, Sue  

Muschal, Eric Lester, Chad Jennings, 
David York, Liam Hawkinson, Millie 
Hyde, Issac Glause, Shane Garver 

Minister’s Article 

Counting On You 
Sunday, November 16, 2025 

Total worshipping online = 150 
Total worshipping in-person = 284 

 
Sunday, November 9, 2025 

Total worshipping online = 141 
Total worshipping in-person = 303 



Pass the Plate Sunday:  A Faithful Response to Hunger 
We are grateful for Central’s on-going generosity of donations to Northeast 
Community Fund by filling up the grocery cart in the Café each month.  
As the need to support families is growing, we want to join with our sister      
congregations in The Christian Church in Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan region 
to take part in “Pass the Plate Sunday” on Nov. 23, 2025.   
We are coming together in an effort to address food insecurity through the sim-
ple, powerful act of giving by collecting non-perishable food items to be given to 
Northeast Community Fund to help stock their food pantry. 
For those who are able, we invite you to bring non-perishable food items on 
Sunday, November 23 when you come to worship and place them in the         
baskets. They will be delivered to Northeast Community Fund as additional    
support to stock the food pantry. We will continue our regular monthly food   
collections as well. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

“Be the reason someone feels safe today.” 
Everyone is invited to join Dorcas Disciples in contributing paper products to 
God’s Shelter of Love’s Careage House from Nov. 18th to Dec. 12th. Careage 
House is: Christ-centered emergency housing for women and children. Open 365 
days a year, 7 days a week from 5pm to 7am. A peaceful place to stay with     
caring hostesses who listen to and pray with residents. Counseling is available. 
The following paper products can be dropped in Careage House display boxes in 
the Friendship Center & Fireside Room: paper towels, toilet paper, foil, paper 
plates, foam cups, napkins, plasticware and large kitchen garbage bags. DORCAS 
DISCIPLES and GOD’S SHELTER OF LOVE THANK YOU! 
 

Central Supports Decatur Moves Bringing You to Church! 
Decatur Moves is a new type of   transportation service available from Decatur 
Public Transit. It operates very much like Uber or Lyft, but very affordable ($2.00 
per ride).  Central is working with Decatur Moves to help transport anyone from 
our church family for who needs assistance to attend worship.  Here’s how the     
process works: 
• You call Decatur Moves and set up a time for them to pick you up Sunday 

morning and when you want to be picked up from Central to bring you 
home after worship. 

• Central Christian Church is setting up an account with Decatur Moves to  
cover the cost of your ride to and from church. 

For questions or more information, please email the church office at                 
central@cccdisciples.org or call 217-428-4336. 
 

Regarding SNAP Benefits 
With the current government shutdown cutting – or at least reducing - the SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits provided to families and 
households, Central wants to do what we can to help those in our faith          
community who may be affected.  If you, or someone you know connected with 
our church, has been compromised by the loss of SNAP benefits, we would like 
to know.  Call the church office (217-428-4336) and we will put you in touch with 
one of our pastors.  All information you share will be held in confidence. 
 

In Sympathy We Mourn 
We mourn with the family of Emmy Williams, who passed away on November 8. 
Emmy had been a member of Central Christian Church since July of 2007, though 
she had lived in Minnesota for the last several years.  She was 98. 

Sunday (23) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   11:30-Thanksgiving potluck 
   3:00-Opus 24 Fall Concert, Sanctuary 
Monday (24) 
   9:15-Prayer Group, 401 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
Tuesday (25) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Conn. Café 
   9:30-ChristCare Stitchers, 3R 
   12:00-Personnel  
Wednesday (26) 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
   5:30-PR/Evangelism, Disciples Room 
Thursday (27) - Church & Office Closed 
Friday (28) - Church & Office Closed 
Saturday (29) 
Sunday (30) - Hanging of the Greens service 
NO Children’s Sunday School 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School  
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online 
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
Monday (December 1) 
   9:15-Prayer Group, 401 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
Tuesday (2) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café  
   9:30-ChristCare Stitchers, 3R 
   9:30-Card Ministry, 411/412 
   3:30-Pastoral Support Committee, Conf. Rm. 
   6:00-P.E.O. I.F., Disciples Room 
Wednesday (3) 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
   1:30-Prayer Shawl Ministry, Fireside Room 
   6:00-Contemporary Worship Comm., FR 
   6:00-Millikin Heights, 401 
Thursday (4) 
   8:00-Emmaus Reunion Group, 401 
   10:00-Alanon, 401 
   12:00-Support Staff meeting 
   2:00-Decatur Needle Arts, Disciples room 
   5:00-Christian Ed, Connection Café  
   7:00-Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
Friday (5) 
Saturday (6) 
   9:00-Family Advent Event 
Sunday (7) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 

Help get the word out!  This  
website helps people find food: 

https://eat-move-
save.extension.illinois.edu/#food-

finder 

mailto:central@cccdisciples.org
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Serving Schedule — Sunday, November 23, 2025 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Krista Rohrscheib, Brett Swallow 
   9:15 - Brett Swallow 
Nov. Prep Deacons: Donna Dash, Carolyn & Tim Pistorius 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Charlotte Ballance, Troy Swinford 
   9:15 - Marci & Steve Baumann 
   10:30 - Christine Lyman-Harm, Rick Postlewait 
Ushers: 
   8:00 - Team 1 - Carolyn Sunderlik, Capt., Dianne Devore 
   10:30 - Team 6 - Mark Kincaid, Donna Dash 
Greeters: 
   8:00 - Julie & Ken Jacoby 
   9:15 - Marci & Steve Baumann 
   10:30 - Jeannie & Keith Backes 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Bobby Munos 
   10:30 - Keith Backes 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Linda Rowden 
   9:15 - Marci Baumann 
Contemporary Snacks: Marci & Steve Baumann 
 
 
Serving Schedule — Sunday, November 30, 2025 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Jim Fitzpatrick, Theresa Fulk 
   9:15 - Theresa Fulk 
Nov. Prep Deacons: Donna Dash, Carolyn & Tim Pistorius 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Peggy Carpunky, Gary Horvath 
   9:15 - Deb & Randy Trei 
   10:30 - Christine Lyman-Harm 
Ushers: 
   8:00 - Team 2 - Bruce Campbell, Capt., Liz Campbell 
   10:30 - Team 7 - George Virgil, Capt., Linda Virgil, Hugh & Linda Rowden 
Greeters:  
   8:00 - Al & Chris Fagin 
   9:15 - Deb & Randy Trei 
   10:30 - Gregg & Linda Foltz 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Donna Dash 
   10:30 - Luke Kirby 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Charlotte Ballance 
   9:15 - Greg Barnes 
Contemporary Snacks: Deb & Randy Trei 

Central Christian Church   
(Disciples of Christ) 

 650 West William Street    
Decatur, Illinois 62522 

 Telephone (217)428-4336    
FAX (217)428-1700 

www.cccdisciples.org 
e-mail: central@cccdisciples.org 
www.facebook.com/CCCDecatur     

“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook   
To “like” hit the thumbs-up icon.   
To “follow” click on the ellipse icon (…).   
You will see a list of options pop up.   
Find the option marked “follow” and click on that. 

Prayer Request Text-In! 
Have a prayer request? Text PRAY to 217-
212-2173, or use the QR code to the left. 
“PRAY” is the only word you should type. 
Your phone then sends you a link to the 
prayer request form to fill out. We would 

love to pray with you and follow up, if you wish. 

Nursery and Children’s Sunday School Schedule 
Sunday, November 23 
Nursery: Bella Karunas, Kate Neumann, Abigail Smith 
Children’s Sunday School: Beth Calvert, Mary Little, Christine Lyman-
Harm, Diana Ritter. NO 6th-12th Sunday School. 
 
Sunday, November 30 
Nursery: Stephani Martin, Kate Neumann, Abigail Smith 
Children’s Sunday School: NO Children’s Sunday School this week. 


