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Shelby Christian Church 
BIRTH OF THE CHURCH: THE FIRE BEFORE WATER * ACTS 2:1-39 * 5/31/2026 

MAIN POINT 

The Holy Spirit empowers us to grow in our walk with Christ and to share the gospel. 

INTRODUCTION 
Growing up, what did you think about church? How has this thinking 
influenced you an adult? 

Describe church in one word. Do you think someone outside church would 
agree or disagree with your choice? Explain. 

Based on what you know about the Book of Acts, in what ways does our church 
accurately reflect what God’s Word says it should be? 

While we all have ideas about what we think the church should be, we must look to Scripture to 
discover God’s design for the local church. Understanding the power and work of the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely essential to living out God’s design for the local church. 

UNDERSTANDING 
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:1-13 

Why do you think God chose this dramatic moment and these visible signs 
(wind, fire, languages) to send the Holy Spirit? 

What does this event reveal about God’s desire to communicate His message to 
all peoples? 

Why is it important that the disciples were “all together in one place” when the 
Spirit came? 

What does being “filled with the Holy Spirit” seem to empower believers to do? 

How does Pentecost reverse or contrast with the story of the Tower of Babel 
(Genesis 11:1–9)? 

Why do you think some in the crowd responded with amazement while others 
responded with skepticism and mockery? 

What does this passage teach us about the beginning of the church and its 
mission? 
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On the day of Pentecost, Jesus’ followers were gathered together when the Holy Spirit came upon 
them in a dramatic and powerful way. They heard a sound like a rushing wind, saw what looked like 
tongues of fire resting on each of them, and were all filled with the Holy Spirit. As a result, they began 
speaking in other languages they had not previously known. At that time, Jerusalem was filled with 
devout Jews from many different nations. When they heard the disciples speaking, they were amazed 
because each person could hear the message in their own native language. The disciples were 
proclaiming the mighty works of God, demonstrating that God’s message was meant for all peoples, 
not just one nation. The crowd responded in two different ways: some were astonished and sincerely 
asked what this meant, while others mocked and dismissed the event, accusing the disciples of being 
drunk. This passage marks the birth of the church and the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). It shows that the Holy Spirit empowers believers, unites diverse people under 
God’s message, and equips the church for its mission to proclaim the gospel to the world. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:14-21 

Why is it important that Peter grounds the Pentecost event in Scripture rather 
than just personal experience? 

What does the phrase “the last days” mean in this context? 

What does this passage teach us about the accessibility of the Holy Spirit 
(across age, gender, and social status)? 

Why might Peter emphasize prophecy, visions, and dreams as signs of the 
Spirit’s work? 

What do the dramatic signs in heaven and earth communicate about God’s 
power and coming judgment? 

How does verse 21 connect the work of the Holy Spirit with salvation? 

What does Peter’s boldness here reveal about how the Holy Spirit has changed 
him? 

In Acts 2:14–21, Peter stands up before the crowd and begins to explain the extraordinary events they 
have just witnessed at Pentecost. Responding to those who mocked the disciples and accused them of 
being drunk, Peter boldly declares that what is happening is not the result of intoxication, but the 
fulfillment of God’s prophetic promise through Joel. 

Peter quotes Joel 2:28–32, explaining that in the “last days” God has begun to pour out His Spirit on 
all people. This outpouring is not limited to a select few, but extends to sons and daughters, young 
and old, men and women, and even servants—showing that God’s Spirit is now available to all 
believers. The Spirit’s presence will be evident through prophecy, visions, and dreams, signaling a 
new era in God’s redemptive plan. Peter also speaks of dramatic signs in heaven and on earth, 
pointing to both God’s power and the coming day of the Lord—a time of judgment and ultimate 
fulfillment. 

The passage concludes with a powerful promise: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved” (v. 21). This verse serves as the heart of Peter’s message, emphasizing that salvation is freely 
offered to all who turn to the Lord in faith. These verses mark the beginning of Peter’s first public 
sermon and reveal that Pentecost is not just a miraculous event—it is the inauguration of the church 
age, the fulfillment of prophecy, and the announcement that God’s saving grace is now being 
proclaimed to the world. 
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:22-39 

Why is it important that Peter emphasizes both human responsibility (“you 
crucified”) and God’s sovereignty (“according to the definite plan of God”)? 

What does the resurrection prove about Jesus’ identity and mission? 

Why does Peter repeatedly use Old Testament Scripture to support his 
message? 

What does it mean that Jesus is both “Lord and Christ” (v. 36)? 

Why do you think the people were “cut to the heart” after hearing Peter’s 
sermon? 

What does biblical repentance involve beyond feeling guilty? 

How are repentance, baptism, forgiveness, and receiving the Holy Spirit 
connected in Peter’s call? 

What does verse 39 reveal about the scope of God’s promise? 

In Acts 2:22–39, Peter the Apostle continues his Pentecost sermon by boldly proclaiming the core 
message of the gospel: Jesus Christ was crucified, raised from the dead, exalted by God, and now 
reigns as both Lord and Messiah. The people are deeply convicted—“cut to the heart”—and ask what 
they should do. Peter responds with a clear call: repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of sins, and they will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. He emphasizes that this 
promise is not only for them, but also for their children and for all who are far off—everyone whom 
God calls to Himself. 

APPLICATION 
The disciples waited faithfully before the Spirit came. Why is waiting on God 
often difficult? 

What fears might the disciples have had before Pentecost, and how might the 
Spirit have changed them? 

How aware are you of the Holy Spirit’s presence and work in your daily life? 

In what ways do you need the Spirit’s power to live faithfully or share your 
faith? 

Are there areas where you are relying on your own strength instead of the Holy 
Spirit? 

Why do powerful works of God sometimes invite both faith and criticism? 

How can we discern genuine movements of the Holy Spirit today? 

Do you tend to interpret spiritual experiences through Scripture—or Scripture 
through your experiences? Why does that matter? 

How have you seen God use unexpected or ordinary people to speak truth or 
encourage others? 

How does Jesus’ resurrection strengthen your faith today? 
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Are there areas in your life where God is calling you to repentance? 

PRAYER 

COMMENTARY 

Acts 2:1-13 

Acts 2:1–13 records one of the most pivotal moments in redemptive history: the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. This event marks the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise (Acts 1:4–8), the birth of 
the New Testament church, and the inauguration of a new era in God’s saving work. Luke carefully 
describes both the supernatural signs accompanying the Spirit’s coming and the varied responses of 
those who witnessed it. 

Acts 2:1 — The “day of Pentecost” refers to the Jewish Feast of Weeks (Leviticus 23:15–21), celebrated 
fifty days after Passover. Originally a harvest festival, Pentecost had also become associated with 
God’s giving of the Law at Sinai. The timing is deeply significant: just as God once formed Israel as 
His covenant people, He now forms the church through the giving of the Holy Spirit. The disciples are 
described as being “all together in one place,” emphasizing their unity and obedience as they waited 
according to Jesus’ command. Their gathering reflects expectation, dependence, and communal 
faithfulness. Before the church is sent outward, it is first gathered together before God. 

Acts 2:2 — The Spirit’s arrival is sudden and unmistakably divine—“from heaven.” Luke says it was a 
sound like a mighty rushing wind, indicating a comparison rather than literal wind. In Scripture, wind 
often symbolizes God’s Spirit. Both the Hebrew ruach and Greek pneuma can mean “wind,” “breath,” 
or “spirit.” 

This imagery recalls: Genesis 1:2, where the Spirit hovers over creation, Ezekiel 37, where God’s 
breath brings dry bones to life, and The filling of the entire house signifies that God’s presence is no 
longer confined to a temple building; His dwelling is now among His people. 

Acts 2:3 — Fire in Scripture often symbolizes God’s holy presence, purification, and revelation: The 
burning bush (Exodus 3), The pillar of fire (Exodus 13), and God’s consuming presence on Mount 
Sinai. 

The “divided tongues” likely symbolize both speech and the individual distribution of the Spirit. 
Significantly, the fire rests on each one. God’s presence is no longer reserved for prophets, priests, or 
kings; every believer receives the Spirit personally. This fulfills Old Testament expectations such as 
Joel 2:28–29, where God promises to pour out His Spirit on all people. 

Acts 2:4 —Being “filled with the Holy Spirit” indicates empowerment and divine enablement. The 
Spirit equips believers for witness, exactly as Jesus promised in Acts 1:8. The “other tongues” are 
recognizable human languages, as confirmed by the crowd’s reaction in the following verses. This is 
not unintelligible speech but Spirit-enabled proclamation. The disciples speak “as the Spirit gave 
them utterance,” emphasizing divine initiative. Their speech centers not on themselves but on “the 
mighty works of God” (v. 11), showing that the Spirit always directs attention toward God’s glory. 

Acts 2:5–8 — Jerusalem was filled with “devout men from every nation under heaven,” likely pilgrims 
gathered for Pentecost. Luke highlights the international makeup of the crowd to show that God is 
beginning the global mission of the church immediately. The miracle is especially striking because the 
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speakers are identified as Galileans—ordinary people not known for linguistic sophistication. Yet each 
listener hears in his “own native language.” 

This demonstrates that: The gospel is for all nations, God meets people where they are, and The Spirit 
overcomes barriers humans cannot. 

Many interpreters see here a reversal of Genesis 11 (the Tower of Babel). At Babel, human pride led to 
the confusion of languages and scattering of peoples; at Pentecost, God uses diverse languages to 
unite people in hearing His truth. 

Acts 2:9–11 — Luke names regions stretching across the known world—from Parthia in the east to 
Rome in the west. This geographical sweep symbolizes the universal scope of the gospel. The repeated 
phrase “we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God” emphasizes both clarity 
and accessibility. God’s message is not hidden or restricted; it is proclaimed so that all can 
understand. This anticipates the church’s mission throughout Acts: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth. 

Acts 2:12–13 — The crowd is divided in response: Some are amazed and ask, “What does this mean?”, 
Others mock, accusing the disciples of drunkenness. This dual response foreshadows a pattern seen 
throughout Acts and the entire gospel message: God’s work draws some toward faith and causes 
others to reject or ridicule it. Mockery often arises when people cannot explain divine activity through 
ordinary categories. Yet even skepticism becomes an opportunity for Peter’s sermon, which follows. 

Acts 2:14-21 

Acts 2:14–21 marks the beginning of Peter the Apostle’s first public sermon after the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. The disciple who once denied Jesus Christ now stands boldly before the crowd, 
empowered by the Spirit, to interpret the events of Pentecost through Scripture. This passage is 
foundational because it connects the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecy—especially the words of the prophet Joel—and announces that a new era in God’s 
redemptive plan has begun. 

Acts 2:14–15 — Luke intentionally highlights Peter’s posture and authority. “Standing with the eleven” 
emphasizes unity among the apostles and signals restored leadership after Peter’s earlier failures. The 
same Peter who once spoke fearfully now addresses a large public crowd with confidence. This 
transformation illustrates the empowering work of the Holy Spirit. Peter first refutes the accusation 
that the disciples are drunk. His response is practical and somewhat ironic: “It is only the third hour 
of the day” (about 9:00 a.m.), far too early for the behavior being alleged. Yet Peter’s purpose is not 
merely defensive; he seeks to redirect the crowd’s attention from misunderstanding to divine 
revelation. This teaches an important principle: spiritual experiences must be interpreted through 
God’s Word, not through human assumptions. 

Acts 2:16–18 — Peter grounds the Pentecost event in Joel 2:28–32, showing that what the crowd is 
witnessing is the fulfillment of Scripture. The phrase “in the last days” is especially significant. Joel 
originally said “afterward,” but Peter, under the Spirit’s inspiration, identifies this moment as the 
beginning of the “last days”—the period between Christ’s resurrection and His return. The “last days” 
are not merely the end of history but the final stage of God’s redemptive work. 

“I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh”- This is one of the most revolutionary statements in the 
passage. In the Old Testament, the Spirit often came selectively upon prophets, priests, or kings for 



6 
 

specific tasks. Now, God promises to pour out His Spirit broadly and abundantly. The phrase “all 
flesh” does not mean every person without exception, but all categories of people without distinction: 
Sons and daughters → both men and women, Young men and old men → across generations, and 
Male and female servants → across social classes. This demonstrates the democratization of the 
Spirit. God’s empowering presence is no longer limited to spiritual elites; every believer is invited into 
Spirit-filled participation. 

Prophecy, visions, and dreams- These forms of revelation signify God’s active communication with 
His people. In biblical tradition: Prophecy often involved declaring God’s truth, Visions were divine 
disclosures, often symbolic, and Dreams were another means of God’s revelation. The emphasis is not 
on sensational experiences, but on restored intimacy between God and His people. 

Acts 2:22-39 

Acts 2:22–24 — Peter begins by identifying Jesus as one publicly validated by God through “mighty 
works and wonders and signs.” These miracles were not merely displays of power; they were divine 
testimony to Jesus’ identity and mission. Peter reminds the crowd that they already knew of Jesus’ 
ministry. His life had been lived openly among them. The phrase “attested to you by God” emphasizes 
that Jesus’ authority came directly from God. His miracles were signs pointing beyond themselves to 
His messianic identity. 

“Delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God…” (v. 23) - Peter presents a 
profound theological tension: Jesus’ crucifixion was both God’s sovereign purpose and human moral 
responsibility. God’s sovereignty: Jesus’ death was not accidental or a tragic failure. It occurred 
according to God’s predetermined redemptive plan. Human responsibility: Peter says plainly, “you 
crucified and killed” Him. Scripture holds both truths together without contradiction. God ordained 
the event for salvation, yet those who rejected Christ remain accountable. 

“God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death…” (v. 24) - The resurrection is the decisive divine 
reversal of human injustice. Death could not hold Jesus because He is the Author of life and the Holy 
One of God. The phrase “pangs of death” evokes childbirth imagery—the grave could not permanently 
contain Him but was forced to release Him. Resurrection is presented not only as victory over death, 
but as evidence of Jesus’ divine identity. 

Acts 2:25–31 —Peter turns to David’s words in Psalm 16:8–11 to show that the resurrection was 
foretold in Scripture. “You will not abandon my soul to Hades…” Peter argues that David could not 
have been speaking ultimately about himself, since David died and remained buried. His tomb was 
still known among them. Instead, David was speaking prophetically about the Messiah. This is a 
classic example of apostolic biblical interpretation: Old Testament promises and psalms find their 
ultimate fulfillment in Christ. 

David as prophet - Peter emphasizes that David knew God had promised that one of his descendants 
would sit on his throne forever (2 Samuel 7:12–16). Therefore, David foresaw and spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ. This establishes continuity between Israel’s hopes and Jesus’ fulfillment. 

Acts 2:32–33 — Jesus Exalted and the Spirit Given Peter moves from Scripture to eyewitness 
testimony. The apostles are not proclaiming speculation but personal experience. They have seen the 
risen Christ. Christian faith is rooted in historical events, not abstract ideas. 
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“Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God…” - Jesus’ resurrection is followed by exaltation. He 
now occupies the place of supreme authority and honor. From that exalted position, Jesus receives 
the promised Holy Spirit from the Father and pours Him out upon His followers. Pentecost is 
therefore evidence that Jesus reigns. The Spirit’s coming is not an isolated event; it is proof of Christ’s 
enthronement. 

Acts 2:34–36 — Jesus Is Lord and Christ- Peter next quotes Psalm 110:1, one of the most frequently 
cited messianic psalms in the New Testament: “The Lord said to my Lord…” 

Again, Peter notes that David did not ascend into heaven, so he must be speaking of someone greater 
than himself. “God has made him both Lord and Christ…” (v. 36) This is the climax of Peter’s 
proclamation. Lord: Jesus shares divine authority and reign. Christ (Messiah): Jesus is the promised 
anointed King. The shocking force of Peter’s statement lies in the contrast: “This Jesus, whom you 
crucified…” The one they rejected and executed is the very one God has enthroned. This declaration 
confronts the crowd with both guilt and revelation. 

Acts 2:37 — “They were cut to the heart…”- This phrase describes deep emotional and spiritual 
conviction. The Holy Spirit uses Peter’s words to pierce conscience and awaken repentance. True 
gospel preaching does not merely inform—it transforms and confronts. The crowd’s question, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?”, signals genuine openness and surrender. 

Acts 2:38–39 — “Repent…” Repentance involves a decisive turning of mind and heart toward God. It 
includes sorrow for sin but goes beyond emotion to changed allegiance. 

“…and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ…”- Baptism is the outward sign of inward faith and 
identification with Jesus. It is an essential part of salvation. In the early church, repentance and 
baptism were closely linked as the public response to the gospel. 

“For the forgiveness of your sins…”- Forgiveness is central to the gospel promise. Through Christ in 
baptism, guilt is removed and relationship with God is restored. 

“And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”- The same Spirit poured out at Pentecost is promised 
to all believers. The Spirit is not only for apostles but for everyone who belongs to Christ. 

“For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off…”- This broadens the 
invitation beyond Peter’s immediate audience. For you → current hearers, For your children → future 
generations, For all who are far off → likely both geographically distant Jews and eventually Gentiles. 
God’s saving promise extends outward to all whom He calls. 


