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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

“I have said these things to
you while I am still with you.
But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach
you everything and remind
you of all that I have said

to you”. (John 14:25-27,
NRSV)
“And suddenly from heaven

there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue .
rested on each of them. All of

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability”. (Acts 2:2-4, NRSV)

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior,
Jesus the Christ.

May 19 will mark 50 days following Easter. We
call it Pentecost which comes from the Greek word
“pentekoste hemera” or “fiftieth day”. Pentecost is
the day Christians celebrate the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon the disciples which occurred fifty
days after Jesus’ resurrection as described in the Acts
passage above.

We wear the color red, and our paraments are red to
signify the fire of the Holy Spirit. Luke described the
event as if tongues of fire appeared among them and
rested on them. Since we weren’t there on the actual
day of Pentecost, God’s Holy Spirit is given to us as
a free gift in our baptisms. It is the Holy Spirit who
will teach us, nudge us back to Christ when we wander
from the truth, and who sustains us throughout our
life’s journey. The Spirit will give us the words to use
when we are sharing our stories about God in our lives
and will protect us from all evil.

As Lutherans, we don’t talk much about God’s Holy
Spirit, but it is an essential force in our lives that keeps
us searching for the way, the truth, and the life through
Jesus to God. It is the Holy Spirit that wants to shape
us into disciples and helps us to be obedient to God’s
commands.

Following Pentecost comes the longest season of
the church year — The Time after Pentecost. It is in the
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time after Pentecost that
we hear Bible stories
of how the followers
of Jesus were molded
and eventually became
faithful disciples. We
are to learn from their
example and become
followers/disciples
ourselves.

Pentecost is  the
perfect time for taking
iIn new members and
confirming the youth
: 4 = as they agree to follow
,ﬁ};. ‘ L Jesus and  become
' disciples of Christ. We
have one confirmand, Elaina Rudolf, who will be
confirmed on Pentecost. I encourage anyone who
would like to become a member of Grace Lutheran
to contact me as soon as possible so we can get you
on the schedule to be received on Pentecost. For the
members of Grace, I encourage you to pray for Elaina,
for new members, and for ourselves as we, together,
heed the nudges of God’s Spirit to nurture our faith,
follow in the loving foot-steps of Jesus, and seek the
?lory of God as we navigate this next season of our
ives together.

May the God of Glory give you peace,
Fondly,
Pastor Debbie
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Minutes from the March meeting

In attendance: Joe T. Dee K. Pastor Debbie,
Kristine C- W., Scott H., Ronnie C., Amy H., Suzane
Y. The minutes were reviewed with one correction. A
reference to the hearing-impaired assistance hardware
was added to the One Space report.

REPORTS

Pastor’s: 7 visits, 3 hospital, 5 mid-week Lenten
services and preparation for Holy Week. Pastor also
reported on her really cool plans for Easter Sunday.

Social Ministry: Joe reported on the Lenten service
meals.

Mission & Discipleship: Candy sale reminder; profit
will go to fund M & D projects.

Music & Worship: plans are complete up to July,
Red Lion Felton Band in July, Father's Day Bulletin is
planned, Mother's Day booklet is planned.

Parish Ed: Humiliation is the topic for the 3/17 service
and snacks for the fellowship time between the two
services.

Property: Mark changed the lights in the stairway,
the water meter was updated, insurance updated
evaluation of the property is required, possibility
of a new snow removal provider is in the works,
boiler overflow valve was installed, update on the
alarm system and the need to upgrade the extremely
antiquated system.

Food Pantry: Scott gave us an update on the hearing-
impaired hardware and the remaining issue; Multiple
Food Pantry deliveries were received; Representative
Fink toured the Food Pantry and volunteered to do a
drive from her office; Foociy Pantry received a $5,000
United Way donation; reported on Summer Worship
Service Changes, box packing and the increasing
number of people applying for the distribution day.

Treasurer: Scott reported on the Lock transfer from
M&T to Grace; Funds were received on March 14,
also reported on the plan to reinvest with Peoples
Bank and commitment to reinvest with respect to the
wishes of the original will, Scott shared the news of Bill
Fordney's illness and his inability to continue as our
accountant and our emergency procedures until a new
firm is acquired

OTHER BUSINESS

Joe gave us an u?date on the Dave Daubert program
and how that will assist the congregation move on
from Rebuild. His cost is $3,000 plus travel. Synod
will cover travel expenses. The congregation will be
notified when the contract is on record.

Discussion was held about replacing Bill Fordney
as he is unable to continue the accounting duties for
Grace. A motion to sign a contract for services from
Summerson & Alleman for four months with the
discussion to begiglin concerning a permanent solution

within two months.

Kristine reported upon the revisions to the former
pastor's study and nursery. Joe facilitated a discussion
on the ongoing basement usage. Kristine reported upon
our new partnership with Community Aid. We receive
0.13 per pound for anything dropped off to their York
location. Gift cards to shop at Community Aid will be
given to us to distribute to those in need. Grants are
also available to apply for. Several more opportunities
were reported upon.

A fund raiser with the York Revolution was proposed
by Kristine along with our return to the Red Lion Street
Fair. We received a grant of $250 from Thrivent for the
feeding of the homeless on March 29.

it Pastoral Acts

Funeral — Sister Barbara Slavinski passed
away on April 11. The service was held on
April 20.

Visitation - Pastor made five visits and two hospital
visits in April.

Continuing Education:
-Easter with John Dominic Crossan (5 on-line
sessions)
-Rediscovering Hope at United Lutheran Seminary
-United Lutheran Seminary - Spring Convocation
-Conference Spring Assembly at Salem Lutheran
Church, Jacobus

REBUILD 2.0

Grace Lutheran is entering our second stage of taking
a step back and looking at how we will continue as
a church into the future. We are referring to this new
phase as “Rebuild 2.0”. It is important that all voices
are heard, and contribute in planning our vision and
purpose of our House of Worship and its” community
service moving forward. We will be assembling a
“Discernment Team” of non-council members for
Rebuild 2.0. Please consider joining this team and let
Joe Turek or Teryl, in the office, know of your interest.
This is a temporary team that will not require too much
of your time. If you love —
Grace Lutheran and want
to have input in what =
we are becoming, and/or
assuring we keep what
you love, please offer to
be a part of this group.




SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICE
CHANGES

Pastor Debbie announced at the April 28 services
that we will be doing some changes for the summer
and having only one service a week for the months of
June, July and August. We will return to the regular
schedule in September. There are several reasons for
trying these changes during the summer.

Much of the feedback received the Rebuild Survey
commented on how we should do more combined
worship, even though we also like two different styles
of worship. With that in mind, the single service will
be at 9 a.m. and will alternate between Traditional and
Contemporary. Pastor Debbie highly encouraged all
of us to come each week no matter which style is being
followed, so we can all meet each other and worship
together over the summer.

Another reason for the change is that attendance
does drop off during the summer and we are looking
to have a “right sized” attendance for each week.
Pastor Debbie said research shows new and potential
members are intimidated by either too small or too
large a gathering when coming to a new church. By
having the one service, we will have a good number to
be welcoming.

Our Rebuild Committee continues to meet. We will
have “Cottage Meetings” after services to continue
phase two of our plans to grow the church. You will
not have to take time out of your busy schedules since
you will already be at the church for services More
information about the Cottage Meetings will follow.

Finally, we would like to give our wonderful
volunteers and leaders some well deserved time off
from making the worship services possible. This
way the worship helpers can sit with their families to
worship, or enjoy not having the pressure of making
Sundays possible at Grace Lutheran (they are often
preparing on other days of the week). To all who
do this work, THANK YOU!! If by chance you have
always wanted to be a worship volunteer, there are
plenty of opportunities of all skill levels and talents.
Many hands make light work!

Surnm.er Worship
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SUMMER VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Aswelook to every opportunity for financial security,
we have a number of events planned this summer that
will need volunteers. Actually, volunteering is not only
a way to service God and our community, it gives you
an opportunity to get to know other church members
you may not see in your regular orbit at church.

The annual Red Lion June community yard sale is
on June 14 and 15. We will be doing our usual renting
of spaces on our lawn and will have a food stand. We
will also have a community table. Also in June is an
event on June 22 where we will host a table at another
summer event. More details to follow.

Not only are we selling York Revolution tickets as a
fundraiser (see page 7 for details), we will be hosting
an information table at the stadium as well. Mug club
has already decided to forgo their usual meeting and
volunteer at this event. The Revolution outreach
happens in August. More details to come.

Also in August is the Annual Red Lion Street Fair.
We had good feedback from our table there and we
have decided to reach out to the community again to
sponsor a table and share what is happening at Grace.

GOD BLESSED US WITH SPEED
BUMPS

In the March Council
meeting, it was planned to
have the money donated
- for the Mother's and

Father’s Day Honoring
Booklets go towards the
purchase of speed bumps
tor the parking lot to slow
the traffic that often cuts
through. Well, we got some for FREE! That means the
money donated can go for something else.
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WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?
HISTORY OF GRACE

The May cabinet theme will feature
- some events over 125 years, up to the
present. Our journey will look back
over the years that Grace Church has
blessed us with.

DO YOU KNOW?~.....

- Where did Grace meet before
meeting in our church?

- People who were instrumental in
achieving so much for Grace?

- Pastors of Grace church and years
served?

Other items of interest: Articles you may find
interesting. We have many stained glass windows...
which one is noted as the most beautiful? Take a look,
you may find something of interest about our church.

Our showcase for June 2024 will honor graduates
from June 2023 to June 2024. We are celebrating all
graduates of our parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles. If you have someone graduating from your
family (they need not be a member of our church)
please hand in a framed photo with the person's
name on the back of the photo and a 3x5 card with
information about the person. (Cards are on the table
in the Welcome Center).

Give those photos and cards to Teryl (our secretary),
Janet Murphy, Peggy Ericson, or Patsy Mummert
sometime in May, 2024 so we can prepare to display
them.

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Discovery and Connection
sessions are meeting in between
services each week in the
» Welcome Center from
10-10:30 a.m. Everyone is invited
to share in the lessons that are
presented. Here is a list of the
lessons for May:

May 5- The Wired Word

May 12- Mother’s Day Celebration with refreshments
May 19- The Wired Word

May 26- Memorial Day Celebration of veterans

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She has a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: “Between-Time
Meditations” by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954

Glimpses of God in Nature and
Beauty

If we do not see, it may be because
we do not [ook;
If we do not hear, it may be
because we do not listen.

Scripture to Remember:

When I ook at thy heaves, the
work of thy fingers
The moon and the stars which thou
SR ‘hast established; 1
What is man that thou art mindful

|f . ! ""*.I\ i 0 l 1 !
dfrtfie son of ma that tho
.' L} K - (] 'p h . )/ & “‘1 ._‘ \ '1
' X ARSI

3

Want Bo Beceive Ghe Bedeon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

Here are the events for May
at our local Lutheran Camps:

Kirchenwald Work Day:

Kirchenwald. Help wus
get our sites ready for the
summer seasons. Jobs
available for all skill levels.
Complimentary lunch for all
volunteers.

Dinner Church May 5, 5p.m. at The Wittel Farm.
Dinner Church is a community gathered around a
shared meal to listen, connect, sing, pray, eat, drink,
and be with God in creation. Bring some food to share.

Lutheran Camping Night: May 17 at Harrisburg
Senators at FNB Field. The Lutheran Camping
Corporation and the Harrisburg Senators invite your
church family to a night of fun and fellowship at FNB
Field for our annual Lutheran Camping Night!

Summer Camp Kick-off Worship & Picnic: May 19,
3:30 — 6 p.m. at Kirchenwald. Join friends, volunteers,
and staff of The Lutheran Camping Corporation to
celebrate the opening of the 2024 Summer Camping
Season with worship, fellowship, and fabulous food.
In 2024, this event will be held at Kirchenwald.

Now is the time for summer camp sign ups. Grace
Lutheran has scholarships available. The summer
youth camp at Kirchenwald and Nawakwa has
something for every kid to enjoy. All camp programs
include games, swimming, campfires, Bible study,
crafts, songs, Christ-centered worship, nature activities,
and well-trained counselors who care.

Fiber Arts Group Fun!

May 4, 9 am. — 5 p.m. at

BOOK CLUB

. The Book Club is reading Sula
- I by Toni Morrison for the month of
y. Goodreads.com has this to
say about the book:

“Sula and Nel are two young
black girls: clever and poor. They grow up together
sharing their secrets, dreams and happiness. Then Sula
breaks free from their small-town community in the
uplands of Ohio to roam the cities of America. When
she returns ten years later much has changed. Including
Nel, who now has a husband and three children. The
friendship between the two women becomes strained
and the whole town grows wary as Sula continues
in her wayward, vagabond and
uncompromising ways.”

We meet every third Thursday s
of the month. This month we are
doing our discussion on May 16
at 6:30 p.m. We are a York Public
Library book club, so we get our
books from the York County
system. If you would like to join #
us, please see Geri Jacobs or Jen
Rudolf for a copy of the book. o

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

Please know that we are
not packing food on May 4
and 11. We finished packing
Food Pantry on April 20 and April 27.
(=) Ministry

Blessings and Curses:
The yard sale part of our
food pantry has been faced with both blessings and
curses. The blessings appear weekly as more and
more Cfeople call upon Grace Lutheran Food antry to
provide clothing, toys, books, shoes and household
items that are not included in other food pantries. It is
not unusual for families of four or six members come
to the church mainly to visit the social room to choose
needed items. It is awesome to see their faces fill with
joy and escape from their tough lives. Unfortunately,
the increase in clients also presents a curse upon the
out-reach ministry. We are seriously struggling with
depleted items. The only area that has an abundance
of items is women'’s clothing but everywhere else we
might have only about 40 items. The number of visitors
is now up to about 150 families so you can see that we
cannot meet the need.

The next distribution will be in June so we have
about six weeks to replenish our sglpplies. We cannot
do it without your help. Gently used items from you or
your family or your neighbors are greatly appreciated.
If you need help, please call the office, give Teryl
your name and someone will contact you and make
arrangements to pick up your items. This out-reach
ministry means so much to the community that we
need to attempt to keep it alive! Open your heart and
reach out to make a difference in the community, the
world and, most of all, your heart.



THE NOTEBOOKS OF JAMES HAZELWOOD
Symbolic Inteligence: What it is, and why we need it
This monthly feature is from the website: https://www.jameshazelwood.net/newsletter and is a subscription (it's free) newsletter
where Bishop Hazelwood “circumambulates around a topic involving gritty Christian Mysticism, the Depth Psychology of Carl Jung
and contemporary Post-Secular society. For more, checkout the website.

You've heard of IQ, short for intelligence quotient. In
the 1990s, Daniel Goleman developeg his theory of EI,
short for emotional intellicence, sometimes referred to
as emotional quotient (E(%). El is often defined as the
ability to perceive, understand, manage, and handle
emotions. These are essential elements in our society,
but we also need symbolic intelligence. I'm referrin
to our human capacity to understand reality throug
symbols and metaphors. A symbol is a representation
that conveys a meaning beyond what we can
consciously see or feel. It could be a visible image, like
a sign or an object, or even a word. Symbols allow us to
interpret and connect ideas, objects, and relationships
that would otherwise appear disconnected.

Symbolic intelligence is the ability, or openness, to
engage with sacred texts, religious icons, or holy spaces
with an attitude of wonder, curiosity, and willingness.
The function is to be moved intellectually, emotionally,
even physically by the encounter. In other words, it’s
about more than just gaining logical information. It’s
about entering an experience of the numinous. As
Jason Smith writes in Religious but Not Religious, “The
symbol is something to be lived with, not possessed,
something to be contemplated, not studied; something
to be nurfured, not mined for treasures. Our attitude
needs to be one of discovery and not interrogation, of
love and not merely logic.”[1]

Several years ago, I traveled to Jerusalem, Palestine,
Israel, and the Holy Land. During the tour, our group
heard a constant refrain from the guide: well, this
might have been the place where Jesus did or said
such and such. After several of these, a fellow traveler
pulled me aside and said, “I came all this way, and
no one seems to know anything. All this might have
been the place stuff bugs me. What's the point of the
trip?” We spent several days discussing his dismay. I
attempted to help him see the land, ancient buildings,
and the stories we read as windows into a beauti%ul
world. I described that world as the intersection of the
external reality of people and things with the internal
landscape of his soul. What happens at that intersection
is the place where the symbols of the faith come to life.
He struggled with thisidea until years later, when he
had a dream involving a walk along the Sea of Galilee.
His experience of the dream and the time in waking
life where he walked near that sea began to open him
up to a symbolic approach to life.

The Hebrew Bible contains the well-known story of
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. If we read this
passage literally, we’'d view it as a historically accurate
reporting of an event complete with a literal garden,
a real live serpent, and two human beings five feet
seven inches tall. Huh? How far do we want to go
down this road of literalism? What color are their eyes,
their skin, and what size shoe? Does the snake talk?
In what language? Hebrew, Aramaic, or Norwegian? I
hope that few people understand this story as a literal
description of an actual historical event.

But what if we read this story with symbolic
intelligence? We could take time to explore so much
in this story, but let’s look at the sefting, which is

6

a garden. The garden represents a sacred space in
almost all cultures worldwide, uniting the conscious
and unconscious worlds. In other words, the garden
is the area where this world and the spiritual world
meet to create fertility and new life. But anyone
g)rowing a garden knows it’s also an untamed space.

ne is constantly dealing with weeds, insects, and
interlopers. If we do not continue to tend a garden, it
quickly returns to a place of wilderness. Exploring the
symbolic approach to this story yields much more than
mere information.

My point, once again, is not that those ancient people
told” literal stories and we are now smart enough
to take them symbolically, but that they told them
symbolically and we are now dumb enough to take
21 em li3t]era y. They knew what they were doing; we

on't.

—John Dominic Crossan

The term “symbol” has its roots in the ancient Greek
symballein, meaning “thrown together.” We can think
of the conscious and the unconscious as two circles;
symbols incorporate elements from both realms,
unifying them when ex&erienced. Symbols appear

owerful to us because they evoke ideas that come

rom a mysterious source—which we refer to as “the
unconscious.” Symbols can help us discover aspects of
ourselves and our world. Look for symbols wherever
you go. You'll find them everywhere.

Weliveinatime when the COEl’litiVG, logical, and literal
have dominated our approach to most of life. This has
enabled dgreat things to happen. We have antibiotics,
prepared foods, and insulated homes as benefits of
this approach. I'm not disparaging rational thought
processes. However, the pendulum has swung so far
in one direction that we risk abandoning the sacred,
the mystery and wonder of life. Fortunately, we are
enterin%qa time when symbolic thinking is returning,
not with pre-Enlightenment naiveté, but in a new
way that incorporates the knowledge we’ve gained
from our modern development of depth psychology,
anthropology, and the study of myth. Despite all our
progress in modern society, people long for encounters
In nature, meditation opportunities, or ways to be
creative. Reclaiming a symbolic approach to ancient
wisdom can help in these times.

Religious stories are to civilizations what dreams
are to individuals. They are symbolically encoded
messeggte)s from the depths of the human soul. Just as it
would be inadvisable to interpret our dreams literally,
in which case we would get into all sorts of troub{]e
with the real world and human relationships, so we
miss the inner meaning of scriptures by unimaginative
readings. They are only loosely related to “reality” as we
understand it. They demand reflection, contemplation,
and an understanding of symbolic language. If we
bring imagination and knowledge to bear on religious
stories they can come to life in unexpected ways. At
the same time, this metaphorical turn brings with it the
advantage that religion loses its arrogant and absolutist
sting, allowing us fo combat the violence and discord
to which literalism gives rise.[4]



GRACE FUNDRAISER
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WELCOMES We are having a FUNdraiser! We
THE RED LioN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

will be selling tickets to a summer
York Revolution baseball game. For
. each ticket we sell, Grace Lutheran

will receive at least $4.00 a ticket
(up to $6.00 a ticket the more we
sell). The ticket price is $12.00, and
you can choose from two different
dates to attend. More information to come. Inquire at
the church office for tickets.

Way Celebrabions
Biethdays

02- Kayde Dellinger-Herman
02- David Dennish

02- Joe Jacobs

05- Jo Ann Barefoot

05- Ethen Shaffer

08- Jared Bucher

09- Eric Grim

May 5 at 10:45 am

Come join us for
wonderful music
from our community youth

E { N . QL. F 12- Carl ngllgs

\ il i L i 16- Doris Golden

b . : -'_. ' i v 16- Connie Little

F'i Eac m01§1th, ¢ Beacon reports who is" 17- Veronica Carter
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary. 17- Judy Dellinger
19- Lin Rotz

" May’s flowers: ’ 20- Robert Fishel

.‘ 05 - In memory of Martin & Lena Ericson, ' 20- Diane Thompson
George Heckel, & Annette (Heckel) 21- Anna Davis

22- Alisha Mundis
23- Hayden Yendall

24- Linda Ricci

Miller by Leif & Peggy Ericson
N 12 - In memory of Mr & Mrs H. Norman
Fishel by their children &

grandchildren ' 26- Timothy Rudolf
;19 - In memory of Jacob & Mary Valentine 26- Zachariah Turner
¢ & David Thompson by Regina

Thompson
’ 26 - In memory of loved ones of the Golden

Weﬁ/ﬁﬁnﬂ Anniversaries

& Spangler Families by Pat Golden &

G .;*’ﬂ

03- Carol & Paul Vigna :
e family 06- Robert & Hazel Hammers |~ = 3 _
L g Ly 10- James & Sharon Bucher |- P“‘i =
. June’s flowers: - 11- Jeffrey & Holly Barker s~
02 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 18- Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
Jacobs family 22- Andrea & Mark Stanley
- Dawn, we think about you and miss  * 24- Robert & Wendy Miller
you every day. You will always be in - 29- Keith & Nancy Mccleary
our hearts. Wanda & Diana '
09 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the

16 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon Kinard .
'~ by Erma Grim
23 - To the glory of God (still available for

sponsorship) *

30 - To the glory of God (still available for
s;onsi)?sﬁfg)c’)* od (still avatlable for g = ThetBeacon is brought to you by:
*See Karen Turner or contact the church m . %

office if you would like to sponsor the Chris ]acobs, Edltor/ Staff Writer;
“ flowers tor these weeks. - ]ennlfeljRu‘&_‘g__lijStaﬁ \Writer:
ElleniWarntz, Proofreader:
' DeelKerr, Proofreader
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