












LOFT LASER TAG  Our fifth and sixth graders met at Laser Mania on  
September 13 for some laser tag fun. Laser tag for the win!

Bible Black Belts
Kindergartners through sixth graders 
began meeting for Bible Black Belts 
on September 27, but it isn’t too late 
for your child to get in on the fun! 
Come join us at 5:30 p.m. on Sundays 
through November 1 to learn about 
the Bible and memorize scripture 
through fun games and physical 
activities! Children can attend even if 
they have not participated previously. 
Pizza is available each week for $3 per 
child. Contact Lesley by emailing her 
at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org or 
via the SignUpGenius link.

Children’s Christmas Choir
Children in kindergarten through sixth grade will meet for Children’s Choir just 
before Sunday School on Sunday mornings, starting on October 4, from 9:30 to 
9:45 a.m. in the children’s check-in area on the second floor. The Children’s Choir 
will perform Christmas music in both services on Sunday, Dec. 13. We are excited 
to welcome Amy Pearce this year as our Children’s Choir director! Be sure to sign 
up through Lesley’s SignUpGenius email! 

MISSION PROJECT
On September 20, children in our 
K-4 Sunday School classes made 
bookmarks for Meals on Wheels.

SUNDAY SNAPS 

Our preschoolers 
enjoyed time 

together in  
Sunday School 

and the nursery 
this month.

PHUMC’s kids got 
into the Hawaiian 
spirit during the 
“Aloha to Summer” 
Sunday.



Mayor Toby Barker was the guest 
speaker at the First Wednesday 
Lunch on September 2 at Main Street 
UMC.

The choir hosted a fall potluck meal following 
their rehearsal on Wednesday, Sept. 2.

Parkway Heights was happy to be the 
start/end point for the Ryan Hendley 
Labor Your Legs 5K on Labor Day,  
Monday, Sept. 7.

  in case you missed it

We said “Aloha” 
to summer on 

Sunday, Sept. 6, 
during Labor Day 

weekend. Everyone 
got in the spirit by 
wearing Hawaiian 
and floral clothes 

and leis.

Mitch Williams, FCA 
multi-area director 
and chaplain for 
the Southern Miss 
football team, was 
the guest speaker at 
our tailgate-themed 
fellowship meal on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9.

Susan Eaton’s walking group meets 
on Monday nights at 6 p.m. at 106 

Hillendale Drive in Hattiesburg. The 
group walks at the Thames Elementary 

track and in the neighborhood. After 
walking, the group gathers from some 

conversation to end the evening.  
Everyone is welcome to come!



  in case you missed it

Sneak Peek! Here’s a look at the  
renovations happening in the  
Sanctuary. New, round air vents have 
taken the place of the louvers. The 
new air conditioning system has been 
installed and is working well. 

Pamela Fuller played our new piano in 
the Atrium between services on  
September 13 for everyone to enjoy.

Our Fieldhouse for 
the Homeless ministry 

team continues to serve 
breakfast and provide 

a devotion on the third 
Sunday of each month. 

Thank you to those 
who faithfully serve!

Congratulations to Early Encounters 
teachers Barbara Strahan and Elatsky 
McFarland for being named 2026 
Model Teachers by the Mississippi Early 
Childhood Inclusion Center. We are so 
proud of you!

On September 15, Fletcher Eaton shared 
his counseling and mental health  
expertise as he led training for staff and 
lay leaders regarding interacting with 
those with mental illness. If he looks 
familiar, yes... he is Stewart Eaton’s twin.

We appreciate everyone who donated 
blood during our fall blood drive with 
the Blood Center on September 20. 
Thank you for saving lives!

Parkway Heights representatives had a 
terrific time at the Apprentice Gathering, 
a conference at Friends University in 
Wichita, Kansas, September 24-26. They 
returned home refreshed, renewed and 
filled with the Holy Spirit!



PHUMC Finances 
July 2026 
Income ............................................... $134,258 
Expenses .......................................... $145,107 
Net ........................................................... $(10,849) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income ............................................... $952,280 
Expenses .......................................... $969,158 
Net ........................................................... $(16,878) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ............... $990,392 
Actual Income .......................... $952,280 
Budget Deficit .............................. $38,112

Prayer Concerns
Dave Lowery, Jerry Phillips, 
Benson St. Louis, Evelyn Stone and 
Julie Walker

Sympathy To... 
•	 Dannell Roberts on the death 

of her sister, Dana Walker 

•	 Winnie Crowder on the death 
of her mother, Rosie Berry

Mail RoomMail Room Save the date of November 14 for 
Empty Bowls to benefit Edwards 

Street Fellowship Center!Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 

Your generosity makes a difference in 
our community today and for years 
to come! With local students settled 
into their academic routines, we are 
delighted that Edwards Street Fellow-
ship Center is part of their curriculum. 
Volunteering and service learning 
shape the worldview of students of 
all ages. Utilizing “book knowledge” 
in a real-world setting does more 
than reinforce the classroom lesson; 
it introduces variables that require 
thinking outside the box. Connecting 
a face, a story and a voice with 
someone whose life differs from their 
own increases students’ empathy and 
understanding.

Just a few of the formal academic 
partnerships taking place at Edwards 
Street this fall include:

· Forrest General Family Medicine 
Residency Program: Resident  
physicians treat patients weekly at our 
health clinic.

· University of Southern Mississippi:
  - Nursing students provide blood 
pressure checks and health education 
at our thrift store and food pantry, as 
well as chronic condition education at 
our clinic.
  - Nutrition students develop healthy, 
low-cost recipes using common food 
pantry items and then hold tasting 
fairs in the pantry lobby.

· William Carey University:
  - Nursing students educate food 
pantry clients and thrift store customers 
on topics like fall prevention, sun safety 
and mental health resources.
  - Physical Therapy students provide 
services weekly at our health clinic.

Additionally, students of all ages (from 
elementary school through college) 
regularly volunteer on- and off-site 

with us. Whether these students are 
resident physicians or future teachers, 
nurses or accountants, they often tell 
us their experiences at Edwards Street 
opened their eyes — and hearts — to 
the struggles and resiliency of  
neighbors in need.

Thanks to your generous support,  
Edwards Street’s impact goes far 
beyond the people receiving bags 
of groceries or vital healthcare today. 
Your generosity gives a platform for 
these young, bright, creative students 
to make our world healthier and 
kinder for future generations. God 
bless you!

With Gratitude for You,
Ann McCullen
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

PHUMC Staff and Church Family,

Thank you so much for your love and 
support for our Labor Your Legs Run! 
It was a great success. There were 
so many positive comments by the 
participants about our church and the 
facility. I felt the love. Thank you for 
remembering our Ryan with such love 
and support! 

With a Grateful Heart,
Jennifer James

2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911

parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service
9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School
10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service

Both worship services are livestreamed on 
various platforms. 

Parkway Heights
United Methodist Church


