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The Liturgy of  Easter Eve 
 
 
If you were raised in the Episcopal Church using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer, the service that 
follows this evening—the Great Vigil of Easter—might still seem new to you. That is because this 
service was largely unknown to Episcopalians before the liturgical reform movement of the mid-
twentieth century that resulted in the revised and expanded 1978 version of the Book of Common 
Prayer. Make no mistake, though: The fact that this service is new to our prayer book does not mean 
this service is “new” at all. The truth is that some of the oldest surviving liturgical resources we have, 
documents dating back to the early fourth century, contain instructions for an all-night vigil in 
preparation for the celebration of baptism and Holy Communion at the dawn of Easter day. 
 
Tonight’s service will not last all night as it did for our ancient forebears, but you will still experience 
much of the drama that continues to make the Vigil one of the most metaphorical and meaningful 
services of the year:  
 

We will begin the service with new fire on the patio, a symbol of the Holy Spirit’s power at 
work in bringing new life to the world.  
 
We will then enter the church in almost total darkness except for the light of the Paschal 
Candle, a powerful visual reminder that the Light of Christ was never snuffed out, even in  
the darkness of the tomb.  
 
While the cantor intones the Exsultet, we will all share the Light of Christ until the church 
glows with the soft light of hundreds of candles set against the dark. On our own, our lights 
are not very bright, but together, we have the power to banish the dark. 
 
We will hear the Good News of God’s plan of salvation told throughout history, and with 
the first “Alleluia!” of Easter, the lights will come on in an instant as we sing the Gloria 
together.  
 
Now together in the light, we will observe the ancient tradition and welcome new members 
into the Body of Christ through the waters of baptism before we celebrate the first Holy 
Communion of Easter. 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter is without a doubt my favorite service of the church year, and not only 

because both of our children were baptized at the Vigil years ago. I love this service because I feel 

the connection the Church Universal, the companionship of all those Christians who observe/d this 

rich liturgy throughout time and place. Their love and prayers and faithfulness have brought us to 

this moment in history, and with God’s help, we will do our part tonight and for the rest of our lives 

to participate in the ongoing of God’s glorious plan of salvation for the world. Alleluia! 



 The Blessing of  the New Fire 
And The Lighting of  the Paschal Candle 

 
The clergy and congregation gather for the lighting of the New Fire.  
The fire lit, the Celebrant greets the People, saying 
 
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over  
from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather  
in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and  
celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 
 
The Celebrant blesses the New Fire, saying 
Let us pray. 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light:  
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires,  
that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Celebrant traces the cross and the alpha and omega onto the Paschal Candle, saying 
 

Christ yesterday and today, 
the beginning and the end. 
The Alpha 
and the Omega. 
His are the times 
and the ages. 
To him be glory and dominion 
through all ages of eternity. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant then places nails, representing the wounds of the crucified Lord, into the candle saying 
 

Through his holy 
and glorious wounds 
may Christ the Lord 
guard us 
and preserve us. Amen. 

 
A taper is lighted from the New Fire and the Celebrant lights the Paschal Candle, saying 
 

May the light of Christ gloriously rising 
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. Amen. 
 
 
 
Please enter the church now. 
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 The Procession with the Paschal Candle 
 The Deacon, bearing the Candle, walks through the darkened church, pausing three times as the Deacon sings: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Paschal Candle is then placed on its stand. The light of the Paschal Candle alone illumines the church.  
A light is taken from the flame of the Paschal Candle and this light is passed among the People who light  
their candles and pass the light to one another. Other candles in the church are lighted, except for those on the Altar. 

 
 
 

The Exsultet 
 

 The Cantor sings 
 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 
and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. 
 
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, 
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 
 
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 
and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people. 
 
All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 
pray with me to God the Almighty 
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cantor 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, 
with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, 
the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, 
and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
for he is the true Paschal Lamb, 
who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, 
and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 

 
This is the night, when you brought our fathers and mothers, the children of Israel, 
out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, 
and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 
 
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, 
is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, 
that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. 
It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. 
It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God. 
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. 
May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. 
May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, 
find it ever burning-he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Cantor 

Cantor 

Cantor 
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The Great Vigil  

 

The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings, saying 
Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; 
and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 
Please be seated.  

THE FIRST VIGIL READING         THE GREAT FLOOD            GENESIS 7:1-5, 11-18. 8:6-18, 9:8-13 

  
Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are 
righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a 
pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and 
female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty 
days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” And 
Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him. 
 
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day 
all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. The rain fell on the 
earth forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and 
Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind and all 
domestic animals of every kind and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth and every bird of every kind.[a] 
They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. And those that 
entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him, and the Lord shut him in. 
The flood continued forty days on the earth, and the waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above 
the earth. The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters.  
 
At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent out the raven, and it 
went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him to see if the 
waters had subsided from the face of the ground, but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to 
him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and 
brought it into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark, and 
the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew 
that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days and sent out the dove, and it did 
not return to him any more. 
 
In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from the 
earth, and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked and saw that the face of the ground was drying.  In 
the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, “Go out 
of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing 
that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they 
may abound on the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out with his sons and his wife 
and his sons’ wives. 
 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God 
said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  



 
ANTHEM                                                     Sung by the Choir 

 
Lord Jesus, think on me                       Pat Castle            

 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
and purge away my sin; 
from harmful passions set me free, 
and make me pure within. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
with care and woe oppressed; 
let me thy loving servant be, 
and taste thy promised rest. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
nor let me go astray; 
through darkness and perplexity 
point thou the heavenly way. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
that, when the flood is passed, 
I may the eternal brightness see, 
and share thy joy at last. 
Synesius of Cyrene (375?-414?); tr. Allen William Chatfield (1808-1896), alt. 

 
 

Please stand.  
Celebrant:   Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  
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Please be seated.  

THE SECOND VIGIL READING        ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA       

                                                                                                                           EXODUS 14:10-15:1 
 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. 
In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were 
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, 
bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us 
serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance 
that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall 
never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the LORD said 
to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, 
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry 
ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I 
will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And 
the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh,  
his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army 
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its 
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud 
was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.  
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 
into the  sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is 
fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 
sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 
So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth.       
As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned  
and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed 
them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the 
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel 
that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great 
work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the 
LORD and in his servant Moses. Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:  “I will 
sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  



 

CANTICLE 8:   THE SONG OF MOSES                                                          Sung by the Choir 
 

 
 Cantemus Domino 
         Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 

 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
    the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
    they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
    the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
 You will bring them in and plant them * 
    on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
    for ever and for ever. 

 
            
   

Please stand.  
Celebrant:   Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power 
of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation 
of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among 
the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Please be seated.  

THE THIRD VIGIL READING     A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT         EZEKIEL 36:24-28 

 
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. 
I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all 
your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will 
remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, 
and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land 
that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand as you are able.  
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN                                                                                                HYMNAL 678 
Surely it is God who saves me (Canticle 9, the First Song of Isaiah) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness        
and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and  the         
power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
  
 
   



 

THE FIRST SOLEMN MASS OF EASTER
   

 
                      

The following acclamation is repeated three times by the Celebrant and the Choir,  
each in ascending pitch.  

 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead,  
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. Alleluia.  

1 Corinthians 15:20 
 
 

In an instant, the lights of the church are lighted as the People extinguish their candles.  
The candles on the Altar are lighted. Bells are rung.   
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GLORIA                                                                                            HYMNAL  S-280                                            

 
 



 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                         
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in 
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   
 

People: Amen.   
 
 
Please be seated for the Epistle and the Psalm.  
 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS                        6:3-11
             
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin.       
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death 
he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able.  

THE GOSPEL HYMN                                                                                 HYMNAL 199 

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain                                                        Stanzas 1-2 before, 3-4 after       



 
Please stand as you are able.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL                          MATTHEW 29:1-10 

        
 

  
 
 

 
  
 

 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary  

went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 

was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb 

quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 

“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 

  
 
 

  
 
 
THE SERMON   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacon 

Deacon 

Matthew 
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 HOLY BAPTISM 
 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES  
 

Grace Louise Beall  
Kathleen Bouet (House)  

Diego Garcia Bustamante  
Patrick Daymond House  
David Emmett House  
Dean Emmett House 
Olive Rose Hubbell  
Ruby Jean Hubbell  

Usiel Jimenez Osorio Jr. 
 

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Sponsor:     I present N to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
           
The Celebrant asks the candidate when presented 
Do you desire to be baptized? 
Candidate:    I do. 
 
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidate 
Question:    Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer:       I renounce them. 
 
Question:    Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt  
  and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer:       I renounce them. 
 
Question:    Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer:       I renounce them. 
 
Question:    Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer:       I do. 
 
Question    Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  
Answer       I do. 
 
Question:   Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer:      I do. 
 
Question:    Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person  
  in her life in Christ? 
People:       We will. 
 
Celebrant:    Let us join with this person who is committing herself to Christ  
  and renew our own Baptismal Covenant.    



 
 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 
 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
 
 
Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,  
  and in the prayers? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant:   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent  
   and return to the Lord? 
People:   I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant:   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant:   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity  
   of every human being? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 
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 PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 
 
Celebrant:  Let us now pray for Grace and Diego who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
Leader:    Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People:    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People:    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:    Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:    Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People:    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:    Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People:    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People:    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:    Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People:    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 
  live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives 
  and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first singing 
             The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in  
  the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage 
  in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and 
  was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
  and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 
  We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
  death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
  Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 
  to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
  Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 



 At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 
 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed        
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Congregation is seated.  

THE BAPTISM 
  
Celebrant: N, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
  N, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked 
  as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 
  
  Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit  
you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin,  
and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord,  
in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart,  
the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you,  
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 
 
Celebrant: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
Celebrant and People:      
 
  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 
  of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 
  us in his eternal priesthood. 
  
The Celebrant concludes  
 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water  
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace,  
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

THE PEACE  
 

Celebrant: The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
  'Peace be with you.' Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
 
Please be seated for the Offertory anthem.  

THE OFFERTORY     
 
 Joy Is Come                                                                                  14th c. melody, arr. Andrew Carter 
 
 
Please stand when the offerings are brought forward to the altar.  
 

Celebrant:   All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People: And of thine own have we given thee. 
 
 
 



 

The People stand as they are able. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D                       BCP 372   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant:   It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; 
  for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 
  inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

  Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all 
  things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to 
  rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

  Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you 
  night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, 
  they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 
  giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 
  and glorify your Name, as we sing 
 

SANCTUS                                                                               HYMNAL S-130                                      
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed 
us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we 
might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us 
to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again 
and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 
 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. 
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he 
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose 
he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy 
Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment 
the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent among 
the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and 
offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, 
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, 
to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them 
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 



 

 

The People continue standing or kneeling.  
Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,             
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Celebrant and People   
      Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,     
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.        
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,       

as we forgive those who trespass against us.             
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.            
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,        

  for ever and ever.  Amen.         
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD                                               HYMNAL S-155                           
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The People are seated as the congregation makes their communion. 
  

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
All are welcome to come to Christ's table and experience the presence of Christ in the bread and wine made holy. You are 
welcome to receive just   the bread or to cross your arms in front of you to receive a blessing from the clergy. Please line up along 
the altar rails if you prefer to intinct the host into the wine (dip lightly).  If you prefer to drink from the chalice, please use the 
center aisle only.  If you need communion brought to you, please let the usher know when they release your row. A traveling 
Eucharistic Minister will bring it to your place. We want everyone to have Holy Communion in whatever way is most 
meaningful and comfortable for you.   
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
  
Psalm 114                                                                              Sung by the Choir 
 
 1 Hallelujah! 
 When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
     the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
  
2 Judah became God's sanctuary * 
     and Israel his dominion. 
 
3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 
     Jordan turned and went back. 
  
4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
     and the little hills like young sheep. 
  
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
     O Jordan, that you turned back? 
  
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
     you little hills like young sheep? 
  
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
     at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
  
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
     and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
 
 
 
Jesus lives!                                                                                                              Cyril Vincent Taylor   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The People stand or kneel as they are able.  

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                    
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off   
you met us in your Son  
and brought us home.  
Dying and living,  
he declared your love,  
gave us grace,  
and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup bring life to others;   
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The People continue standing or kneeling. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Celebrant:   The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
  Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you  
  perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
  his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
  be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  
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The People continue standing and sing. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                     HYMNAL 296  

We know that Christ is raised 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.  

   

 
 
POSTLUDE                 
Festival Voluntary                                                                                                          Flor Peeters  
       



 

Holy Week & Easter 2026 
  

  
 
 
Easter Day, Sunday, April 5 
7:00am  Traditional Sunrise Service/ Holy Communion  
[Close Garden] 
  
9:00am Outside Family Service / Holy Communion  
[ Day School Amphitheater] 
  
Easter Egg Hunt for the Littles following the 9am service   
  
11:00am  Solemn High Mass with Incense [Church] 
  
Nursery Care at the 9am & 11am services 
  

All Welcome ! 

 


