MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

' ’ Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2028 | Five O'clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists
have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.

Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in You can make your offering to God by
the back of the pew if you are visiting with visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give
us, would like to sign up for upcoming or by scanning the QR code, which will
events, have a prayer request, or need to take you directly to our church’s secure
update your contact information. giving website.

If you are visiting with us for the first time,
please find an usher to receive
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at
mulberrymethodist.org.

Stay updated on the Mulberry community ACCESSIBILITY
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter! . istive devi ilabl
Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up. Hearing Assistive devices are available

and can be found in the narthex by the
usher station. Please ask an usher for
assistance locating them.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is
livestreamed on Facebook. You can
download the Sunday bulletin at

mulberrymethodist.org/worship/ Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be
bulletins. found at tedgoshorn.org.

The artwork on the cover is “Awake My Soul” by Mike Moyers.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57138

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation
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Entrance & Praise

Prelude Music Betsy Fitzgerald
Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone
Lighting of the Advent Candle Stanton & Sarah Kate Eversole

One: As we light the Christ candle, symbolizing the presence of Christ in our midst,
we rejoice that the Light has come into the world. When we feel like the
darkness is going to overcome us, we remember that Christ is with us and
that nothing can separate us from the love of God.

All: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. In him was life, and the life
was the light of humanity.

*Hymn No. 234 0 Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES

* Affirmation of Faith Rev. Katie Griffis

Who is this whose silent advent summons mortals now to see? Word of
God made flesh in secret, wisdom of eternity. Stand amazed as you behold
him: Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate: Fully
human and divine!

Reason cracks; it cannot hold him. God and man enfleshed as one! Faith
alone, mind’s transformation, leads us to embrace the Son. God’s abode

enclosed no longer, by the cult to temple tied. Holiness is loosed among us,
all creation sanctified!

Harbinger of final triumph, infant born in Bethlehem; Come in fullness now
to save us, break into our lives again! Stand amazed as you behold him:
Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate: Fully human
and divine!

By Lynn M. Labs, copyright 2004, cf. Upper Room Worshipbook #205



* Gloria Patri Hail to the Lord’s Annointed ELLACOMBE

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!

Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;
to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

Proclamation & Response
*Hymn No. 246 Joy to the World ANTIOCH

Anthem With the Shepherds | Will Sing Terre Johnson

With the shepherds I will sing, with the shepherds | will sing
Songs of wonder, songs of joy to a new-born baby boy.
As | care for all my lambs | will praise the great “I AM.”

With the angels | will sing, with the angels | will sing.
Songs of glory fill the skies while the baby gently sighs.
Sharing peace, good-will for all, | will sing the angels’ song.

With the wise men | will sing, with the wise men | will sing
Songs of prophecies foretold, worth our incense, myrrh and gold;
As | follow yonder star | will share their song of awe.

With the village | will sing, with the village | will sing;
Stars and angels showed the way to the manger filled with hay.
While the inn was closed and dark, | will offer him my heart.

* Scripture Reading John 1:1-14 (Pew Bible pg 862) Rev. Stone

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. ?He was in the beginning with God. ®All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.*The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

®There was a man sent from God whose name was John.”He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ®He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.




“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the
world did not know him."He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him.@But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, ®who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Stone

Thanksgiving & Communion

Invitation to the Table Rev. Stone

Confession and Pardon Rev. Griffis

One: O God, we need Christ to renew our commitment.

All:

We confess that our lack of faith has made us fearful.

May your angels sing again to us of peace for body and soul.

We acknowledge that we have foolishly let our desires lead us astray.
May your star once more set our course firmly in your direction.

We have turned our faith into a lifeless ritual.

May your manger call us again to expressions of love and devotion.

We have carefully kept our gifts and have not freely given our goods and
our hearts to you.

May the Magi show us the spirit of giving.

Lord, may your Spirit linger in our hearts and bring renewal in our lives.
Amen.

- from The Worship Sourcebook

All pray in silence.

One: People of God, through the coming of Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate,

All:

the Lord has comforted and redeemed us! Recall the words of the angels:
Good news... Great joy... All people.. In Christ we receive the salvation of our
God. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God in the highest!

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.



Offertory Pastorale ‘Gestu Bambino’ (on ‘Adeste, fideles’) Pietro A. Yon

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the offering plate.

*The Great Thanksgiving Rev. Stone

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sung Communion A (pages 17-18)

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:
Amen. Amen. Amen.

* The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread
Gluten free bread is available on the pedestal at the base of the steps.
Let an usher know if you wish to be served in the pew.
An offering plate along the sanctuary wall is available for a communion offering,
which is designated for the pastor’s discretionary fund.



Sending Forth by Candlelight

*Hymn No. 239 Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT

We share the light of Christ with the world! From the Christ candle will come
your light, brought to you by an acolyte to the end of your pew.
Please share along your pew as you receive.

Benediction Rev. Stone

Postlude Fugue in E-flat major Camille Saint-Saéns
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News of the Church

Covenant Renewal Service | January 7

This special service, written by John Wesley, calls on us to make a new year’s
resolution to deepen our commitment to God. Through a time of preaching,
liturgy, and remembrance of our baptism, we together will embark on the
faith journey afresh and anew. We look forward to seeing you here on Sunday,
January 7!

Keep up with us online!

I;:Ié«“ [N Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing
b to our weekly newsletter!
[= » To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!




REV. DR. TED GOSHORN
Senior Pastor

REV. PAYTON STONE
Associate Pastor

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist

BETSY FITZGERALD
Harpist

THE AINSWORTH CHOIR

REV. KATIE GRIFFIS
Liturgist

BILL AND CINDY JARRARD
Communion Servers

EMERSON TOLES
Crucifer

RAMZI HARLEY & ZANE HARLEY

Candle Lighters

ELLA MAGDA & WILL MAGDA

Communion Stewards
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org
Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

—— About Our Worship ——

Worship begins with God. When we
gather for worship, God meets us and
speaks to us, and we listen to God and
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come
together in response to God’s invitation
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response”
we are addressed by God through
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this
movement, we listen to readings from
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered
community.

Once a month, we participate in
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In
this movement, we come to the Table to
celebrate what God has done in Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and
we’re nourished by the special outpouring
of grace offered in this sacred act.

The fourth and final movement is the
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and
sent into the world to share the heart of
God with a world in need.

—— Christmas Eve Prayer

God, you spoke and your Word became
flesh, breathing a new song of joy and
praise into the world. Grant that we may
bear the good news of your salvation,
proclaiming your promise of peace to the
ends of the earth. Amen.



