@M FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Welcoming. Nurturing. Serving.

November 30, 2025 at 11AM
First Sunday of Advent



WE GATHER IN PRAISE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PR ELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Charles Callahan
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

Almighty God, you brought forth a royal branch from the ancient stock of Jesse’s line:
Grant that we who have been grafted into this heritage may bear fruit worthy of Jesus
Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen.

- William Peterson (2008), The Advent Project

*HYMN UMH 209 Blessed Be the God of Israel MERLE’S TUNE
PRAYER

God of light, in the darkness of this world your dawn is rising. Your love is at work. Waken
our spirits. Keep us ready to see you. Open the ears of our hearts, ready to hear you. Speak,
for in the dark, we are watching. We are listening. Amen.

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S VOICE

PSALTER. LESSON Psalm 122 [0.T. 571-572] Neal Berry
The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God.

LET THE CHILDREN COME HYMN 191 (v.1) Jesus Loves Me

HEBR EW SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5 [0.T. 631-632] Beth Conord
The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE Children of Light

Rev. Dr. Janine Howard

WE RESPOND WITH JOY

CALL TO PRAYER HYMN 196 (v1) Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND WORLD
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING/PRAYER



OFFERTORY When He Comes Lloyd Larson
Chancel Choir

* DEDICATION OF GIFTS UMH 87 (v1) What Gift Can We Bring ANNIVERSARY SONG

WE GO TO SERVE

*HYMN UMH 206 | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
POSTLUDE Voluntary and Fughetta on “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Charles Callahan

A white rose is placed for Mercia Foster, mother of Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie,
who died on November 20™, 2025.

A white rose is placed for Michael Holcomb, father-in-law of Youth Minister Logan Wescoft,
who died on November 20™, 2025.




PROMISED COMING

Blessed Be the God of Israel 209
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1.Blessed be the God of Is - rael, who comesto set us free,
2. Now from the house of @ Da - vid a child of grace is given;
3. On pris-on-ers of dark — nessthe sun be-gins to rise,
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who vis-its and re - deems wus, and grants us lib- er - ty.

a Sav-ior comes a - mong us to raise us up to heaven.
the dawning of for - give - ness up - on the sin-ner’s eyes,
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The proph-ets spoke of mer-cy, of free-dom and re - lease;
Be - fore him goes the  her- ald, fore - run-ner in the way,
to guide the feet of  pil-grims a - long the paths of peace;
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God shall ful - fill the prom - ise to bringour peo-ple peace.
the proph-et of sal - va - tion, the har-bin-ger of day.
O bless our Godand Sav - jor with songsthat nev-er cease!
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WORDS: Michael Perry, 1973 (Lk. 1:68-79) MERLE’S TUNE
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 1983 76.76 D

Words © 1973 Hope Publishing Co.; music © 1983 Hope Publishing Co.



THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST

191 Jesus Loves Me
A
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1. Je- sus loves me! This I know, for the Bi-ble tells me so.
2. Je - sus loves me! This I know, as heloved so long a - go,
3. Je~-sus loves me still to-day, walk-ing with me on my way,
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Lit-tle ones to  him be-long; they are weak,but he is strong.
tak-ing chil-dren on his knee, say-ing, “Letthem come to me.”
want-ing as a friend to give light and love to all who live.
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Yes, Je - sus loves me! Yes, Je - sus loves me!
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Yes, Je - sus loves me! The Bi - ble tells me s0.
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CHEROKEE Toica a ki ke yu ha GERMAN Jesus liebt mich ganz gewiss,
Koh wel a khi no hih se Denn die Bibel sagt mir dies,
Tsu nah sti ka Tsu tse li Alle Kinder schwach und klein,
u hli ni ki tih ye hno Lad’t Er herzlich zu sich ein.
Tsis a ki ke yu Ja, Jesus liebt mich,
Tsis a ki ke yu Ja, Jesus liebt mich,
Tsis a ki ke yu Ja, Jesus liebt mich,
a khi no hih se ho. Die Bibel sagt mir dies.
WORDS: St. 1 Anna B. Warner, 1860; Sts. 2-3 David Rutherford McGuire; trans.: JESUS LOVES ME
Cherokee, Robert Bushyhead, 1962; German, Psalter und Harfe, 1876; Japanese 77.77 with Refrain

phonetic transcription, Mas Kawashima, 1988; Spanish, Himnario Metodista, 1968
MUSIC: William B. Bradbury, 1862

Cherokee phonetic transcription © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; Japanese
phonetic transcription © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House



PROMISED COMING

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 196
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1.Come, thou long - ex- pect - ed Je - sus, born to set thy

2. Born thy peo - ple to_ de - liv - er, born a child and
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peo - ple free; from our fears and sins re - lease us,
yet a King, born to reign in us for - ev - er
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let wus find our rest in thee. Is-rael’sstrengthand con - so -
now thy gra-cious king-dom bring. Bythine own e - texl' - nal
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la - tion, hope of all the earth thou art; dear de- sire  of
spir - it rule in all our hearts a - lone; by thine all suf-
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ev - ery na - tion, joy of ev - ery long-ing heart.
fi - cient mer - it, raise wus to thy glo-rious throne.
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WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1744 HYFRYDOL

MUSIC: Rowland H. Prichard, 1830; harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906 87.87 D



THE GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD

What Gift Can We Bring

87

WORDS: Jane Marshall, 1980
MUSIC: Jane Marshall, 1980

© 1982 Hope Publishing Co.
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1. What gift can we  bring, what pres - ent,what  to - ken?
2. Give thanks for the past, for those whohad vi -sion,
3. Give thanks for to - mor-row, full of sur - pris - es,
4. This gift we now  bring, this ~ pres - ent, this to - ken,
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What words cancon - vey it, the joy of this day?

who plant - ed and wa-tered so dreams could come true.

for  know - ing what - ev - er to - mor-row may bring,

these words cancon - vey it, the joy of this day!
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When grate - ful we come, re - mem-bering,re - joic - ing,
Give thanks for the now, for stud - vy, for wor - ship,
the Word is our prom - ise al - ways,for - ev - en;
When grate - 1ful we come, re - mem-bering,re - joic - ing,
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what song can we of - fer in hon - or and praise?
for mis - sion that bids us turn prayer in - to  deed.
we rest in  God’s keep - ing and live in God’s love.
this song we now of - fer in hon - or and praise!
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ANNIVERSARY SONG

11 11.11 11



CHRIST'S GRACIOUS LIFE

206 1 Wantto Walk as a Child of the Light
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1. T want to walk as a  child of the light
2. 1 want 1o see the brightness of  God.
3. I'm look-ing  for the com-ing of Christ
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I want (o fol - low sus

I want to look at Je - sus.

I want 1o be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars to give light to the world The

Clear Sun of  Righ-teous-ness, shine on my path, and
When we have run with  pa-tience the race, we
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star of my life is Je - Sus.
show me the way Lo the Fa - ther.
shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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PROMISED COMING

WORDS: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966
MUSIC:  EKathleen Thomerson, 1966

& 1970, 1975 Celebration
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je —_ SuS.
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HOUSTON
10 7.10 8 with Refrain



Fairlington United Methodist Church
Reconciling Statement

Fairlington United Methodist Church proclaims
without reservation God’s unconditional love and
grace, and affirms the dignity and worth of every
person as created in the image of God. We commit
to extend Christ’s gospel hospitality, creating a
place of safety and spiritual sanctuary for all
people. Therefore, this community of faith
welcomes into membership, participation, and
leadership all persons regardless of age, race,
ethnicity, gender, family structure, marital status,
sexual orientation, gender identity, economic
background, political affiliation, physical or
mental ability, faith history, or life experience. We
recognize among us differences in theology and
biblical interpretation, and covenant to accept,
respect, and love one another along our faith
journeys.

As God loves us, so let us love one another.
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Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org
Youth Minister: Logan Wescott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie
Production/Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp: holly@fairlingtonumc.org
Ushers: Wray Sexson, Joan Bready, Mike Elliott, Alicia Kerry Mica, Heather Viehl-Yee
Leadership Team Chair: Andrew Hunter: andrewhunter129@outlook.com
Lay Leader: Mark Elder: markuselder@gmail.com
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