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't.;}:rom the Fas’coﬁs Desk:
Happg A&vcnt and Merrg Christmas

Well, we are now down to just one more month in 2021. As seemed to be the case with 2020, this may
not go down as a favorite year for many of us. To be sure, we are still living with a worldwide pandemic.
I §ive thanks to God that vaccines were developed last year and that many of us have availed ourselves
of the oaaportunity to get vaccinated, and by now have even received the booster. Unless something
drastically changes for the worse, we will remain open for in-person worship. If possible, please take
in our worship services live stream (compliments of our new audio/visual system, which seems to be
working out splendidly!) or view the services online if you do not feel safe venturing out yet. For that
matter, if you cannot be present on a given Sunday, avail yourselves of the opportunity to view our
services online.

It's Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

Though this has been another downer year for many people, I am sure there are still positives for all
of us. What do you thank God for on Thanksgiving Day and on a daily basis? God’s gifts continue to
abound for sure. One gift that came upon us on November 28 this year was the First Sunday of Advent.
In this wonderful four Sunday season, we prepare the way to celebrate our Lord’s coming during the
Christmas season. We prepare the way for our Lord’s Second Coming, (only the Father knows the time
of this); and we celebrate our Lord’s coming to us in word and sacrament during the present time in
our lives. The liturgical color of this season is blue, which suggests hope.

The Christmas season then follows as the fulfillment of the Advent expectation and preparation. This
high festival season lasts for twelve days. The liturgical color is white, which expresses joy and purity.
I look forward to worshiping with as many of you as possible during these marvelous seasons of the
church year. What good news it is for us to proclaim with the angel in Luke 2: “to you is born this daK
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” That holds no matter what happens wit
the virus, and whether we are worshiping in-person or virtually.

Do take good care of yourselves. Keeg your hopes and dprayer/devo‘cional lives goin§ and know
God’s love for you and God’s world. God’s love, mercy, and guidance abound for us at all times.
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CONGREGATION
MEETING

A congregational meeting was held on 11/21/21.
The congregation approved the 2022 church budget.
Three new (all returning) 2022 council members
(Suzane Yendall, Joe Turek and Scott Hildebrand) were
approved as well.

GRIEF BIBLE STUDY CLASS

It has been brought to my
attention that a number of you |
have lost loved ones since last All
Saints Sunday. I would like to
offer a three-session Bible study
class where we will examine
three helpful funeral/memorial
service biblical texts that may
aid persons in the grieving process. These classes will
be offered on December 2, 9, and 16 at 11:00 a.m., and
are intended to help make the passage through the
holidays a little easier and more meaningful. See me
with questions or to express interest in attending the
class. All are welcome, even if you did not lose a loved
one in the past year.

— Pastor Dan

’ ’1 BOOK CLUB

The book club is reading The
Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes. Our
next meeting is December 16 at
‘ 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center.

We have a relationship with the
York County Library System where we can borrow the
books we read for our group. If you would like to join
us, see Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolfy Goodreads.com has
this to say about the book:

Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett
Van Cleve hoping to escape her stifling life in
England. But small-town Kentucky quickly proves
equally claustrophobic, especially living alongside
her overbearing father-in-law. So when a call goes
out for a team of women to deliver books as part of
Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library, Alice signs
on enthusiastically.

The leader, and soon Alice’s greatest ally, is Margery,
a smart-talking, self-sufficient woman who’s never
asked a man’s permission for anything. They will be
joined by three other singular women who become
known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky.

What happens to them-and to the men they love-
becomes an unforgettable drama of loyalty, justice,
humanity and passion. These heroic women refuse to
be cowed by men or by convention. Theyre committed
to bringing books to people who have never had any,
arming them with facts that will change their lives.

Based on a true story rooted in America’s past, The
Giver o £ Stars is a richly rewarding novel of women’s
friendship, of true love, and of what happens when we
reach beyond our grasp for the great beyond.

ivcda

CHURCH §

Highlights of the November 11
church council meeting;:

- Pastor’s report included: congregation meeting,
Sunday school progress, mid-week Wednesday
devotional, three session bible study coming
in December, and an update on new members
(including a confirmation)

- A discussion around the unified budget and the
journey to achieve that goal

- Committee reports
- One Space update — which went live on 11/14/21!

- The Ministry Site Profile (MSP) is posted on the
Synod portal for candidates to review

- Approved purchasing a new laptop for the
secretary’s use producing ProPresentor content for
the worship services

- Approved the snow removal contract with
Stambaugh Landscaping

NEW YEAR'S EVE
CELEBRATION

be hosting the community from
' 5 —8:00 p.m. and we need your
help to greet our neighbors
and celebrate the new year!
Volunteers can sign-up at the Welcome Center for
working anytime or the entire time from 4 - 9:00 p.m.
We need help in the kitchen, or with crafts. Thank you
for coming out to meet the community and bring in
2022 together!

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE

At Christmastime, most of us are regretfully aware
that the true spirit of "Peace on earth, good will to
men" is all too often lost in the frantic rush of holiday
preparations. As a reminder, our cabinet is filled with
the spirit of Christmas happenings: "Hope, Love &
Peace". We wish everyone a Blessed Christmas.

Pastoral Acts

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

On November 21, Parker Bowles affirmed
his baptism at the late worship service and was placed
on the confirmed membership roll of the church. We
congratulate him on this milestone and pray for God’s
blessings and guidance to always be upon him.



YARD SALE
MINISTRY

Sanctuary set-up
undergoes a change.
In September, we
experimented with using
the social room for our “yard sale ministry” by allowing
volunteers to begin working immediately after the end
of the contemporary service. Now that we are all using
the same space for our two styles of worship, we will
be continuing to use the social room without the set-up
and tear-down required previously.

-\ Food Pantry
= Ministry

Some things have not changed, however. We
continue to need volunteers to help with putting the
donations out on the tables, to help our clients on the
day of distribution and to help with the clean-up on
Monday afternoon. This ministry is blessed by the
addition of the student council members from the
Red Lion High School. Without their willing help
and strong bodies, Grace would have to abandon this
very important out-reach ministry for our clients. The
pandemic did disrupt our collection of donations so at
the present time, we only need clothing for teen girls,
teen boys, and blankets.

We were blessed with an abundance of coats and
boots which allowed us to put those items out during
Halloween on the Street. During the two-hour time
limit, we distributed 58 coats and 45 pairs of boots. It
was an awesome, uplifting night. As of now, we are
limiting acceptance of donations to members of our
congregation or from their friends. As the threat of
COVID-19 still hangs over our heads, we don’t want
to spread any virus to our clients or volunteers, so
we continue to err on the side of caution. If you are
interested in helping on December 12 or 13, please
contact Ellen Warntz. Thank You!!

CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION

Graceful Women will meet

Thursday, December 2 at
7:00 p.m. Please bring cookies and
a $5 wrapped gift.
We look forward to seeing you!

CHURCH

% FAMILY NEWS
‘ THANK YOU

My family and I would like to
express our deep appreciation
for all the kindness shown to us
after Tom's passing. We want to

thank Pastor Dan and all of you for your cards, calls,
food, and the conversation we had at Tom's visitation.
They were a great support to us during this most
difficult time. We feel truly blessed to be part of Grace
Lutheran's church family.

-In Christian love, Barb, Kimm and Brett Taute

MANY THANKS

Jack and I would like to thank the members of Grace
Lutheran Church for recognizing Jack’s dedication to
the Food Pantry over the past 20 years. I think all of
you know that Jack put his heart and soul into this
ministry, often helping clients in the evening and on
the weekends. Deciding to retire from managing the
Food Pantry was a most difficult decision but, as he
has suffered some continuing heart problems, it was
definitely the right time to go. We are both looking
forward to taking advantage of the trip to Jim Thorpe
to rest and experience a ride on a train which Jack loves.
God has blessed us with a wonderful church family.

-Ellen

ERMA’'S INSPIRATIONS
The Happy Little Donkey

Little donkey, the road was
lighted by a Star
That shone so big and
bright,
And it guided your weary
footsteps

To the stable on Christmas

Night.

’
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Rest, little donkey, your journey is done
As your eyes with happiness light,
For you carried the Baby Jesus
To His birthplace this Holy Night.

-Virginia Luers

Wb Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
ElectBronicdlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

We are posting the events of
the season from our Lutheran
Camping Corporation. If you
want more information, call
717-677-8211 or visit: www.
Lutherancamping.org.

December 4 from 9:00 a.m. —
3:00 p.m. at the Wittel Farm: Join us for an Advent Day
Apart at the Wittel Farm, a day of Bible study, worship,
and prayerful reflection as we seek to prepare for the
coming of the Christ. Registration fee includes lunch.

December 19 from 7 — 8:30 p.m. at the Wittel Farm:
Join us at the farm for our 4th annual Advent/Christmas
night. This year, we'll gather around the outdoor fire
and have cookies and cocoa in the barn. Lights and
decorations!

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The newsletter is
a great place to ask for help, publicize an event you are planning
in the church, tell people about something you or your family are
doing, thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities are
endless! The vision for the newsletter is to communicate between
members in a clear and interesting format. If you would like to
submit to the newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you may email
Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com. Please make sure your
document is either a .doc or .pdf file. If you are including
digital artwork, make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your submission in the
mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ outside the office door. The
mailboxes are located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission is the 20th
of each month for the following month’s newsletter. If you have
pictures or graphics that complement your submission, include
them along with directions or suggestions on their use. Please
include your contact information in every submission so the editor
can get in touch to clarify or fact-check. If you are interested
in a monthly submission or article, we welcome that as well.

Each month, The Beacon reports who is

*‘ sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary. ;
% December’s flowers:
- 05- All the members deceased & living ~ ~ 2

& in the choir by Janet Murphy
w - The pedestal flowers are presented
( {3‘; to the glory of God by Doris Jones.
. 19 - The flowers are presented by
g Sara, Maggie Kelly & Jud Stauffer
in memory of Sandy & Joe Stauffer,
b & honor of Donna & Sterling Krout
23 - In memory of Bernice & Clark
© Jacobs by the Jacobs family ,
— @ 26 - In memory of Cheslin & Lottie ~»
Q Wagner by Dean & Linda Anderson 4
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December

02- Grant Stanley
02- Sharon Stein

03- Carol Coeyman
03- Grayson Frey
03- Megan Knaub
05- Keith McClear
05- Emeline Osterhaus
05- Ofelia Osterhaus
06- Jessica Johnston
07- Scott Hildebrand
07- Madison Ruth
08- Carolyn Noll

08- Andrea Sprenkle
11- Karen Traina

13- Jennifer Golden
13- Kevin Shaffer

We&/ﬁﬁnj Anniversaries

26- Dee & Tom Kerr
27- David & Shelley Fishel

15- Cindy Strobeck
16- Blaine Howard
17- Josie Flor

17- Jamie Golden
18- Angie Kicas

18- Krista Kiehner
18- Gary Krout

21- Markley Krout
21- Brayden Krout
21- Samuel Hont
25- The Holy Child
26- Chris Jacobs
29- John Jones

29- Amy Shoffner
31- Paul Vigna

.~

ChrisiJacobs, Editor/Staff-Writerg oo™
\fie‘ﬁ'n/_‘_' Rﬁ?l?)lfﬂ,‘l!ﬁ?(iut/ StaffiWriter.
_ Ottilie Grim;{Copy, Proofreader:

RiE-_h:a:rd: IRhine, Proofreader;
Dee'Kerr, Proofreader
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