Thank you for Serving!

Today — August 23

Next Sunday — August 30

ITURGIST: David Johnson Ashley Johnson
USHERS: Diann Eaton & Patsy Sparks Ronald & Geraldine Hollandsworth
ACOLYTES: Owen Kersey Isaac Johnson
SECURITY TEAM: | Jim Mattox & Tom Bell Jim Mattox & Tom Bell
ALTAR TEAM: Mike & Sherri Derflinger Mike & Sherri Derflinger
This Week at St. Paul
Sun, Aug 23 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 9:00AM-9:50AM
Worship Service 10:00AM
Church-Wide Picnic, FH and Outside 5:00PM-7:00PM
Mon, Aug 24 Pastor Mike Out of Office in the morning
September Newsletter Submissions Due 3:30PM
Tues, Aug 25 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Wed, Aug 26 Chancel Choir Resumes 7:15PM
Sat, Aug 29 Alta Mons Day, Camp Alta Mons Shawsville 10:00AM-4:00PM
Activity Building Reserved
Next Week
Sun, Aug 30 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 9:00AM- 9:50AM
Worship Service 10:00AM
Youth Group 5:30PM-7:30PM
Mon, Aug 31 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Tues, Sept 1 Preschool Parents Night, FH 6:30PM-7:30PM
Community Hand Bell Choir, Rm. 301 7:00PM-8:00PM
Wed, Sept 2 Preschool Open House 9:00AM-11:00AM

Chancel Choir

Our Church Staff

7:15PM

Mike Derflinger, Pastor, mikederflinger@vaumec.org, 540-631-4469
Carol Slaughter, Administrative Assistant, office@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-382-2410
Ashley Johnson, Director of Youth Ministries, youth@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-250-5587
Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs, organist@stpaulvaumc.org
Robin Raines, Custodian, rainesrobin88@yahoo.com

Saint Paul United Methodist Church
220 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073

August 23. 2026 Ten O’Clock

Please ask an usher for assistance for handicap access.
Please turn your cell phone off or mute during worship.

*Please stand for these acts of worship as you are able.

Welcome! Today we have a baptism, and our message will begin our look at the Garden
of Eden, Adam and Eve and what this means for us today. We are glad you are here!
God bless you today and always.

Gathering & Prelude “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” Martin Luther
Welcome Pastor Mike Derflinger
*Opening Prayer Pastor Mike Derflinger
*Hymn 7144 “This is My Father’s World”, all vv.  Liturgist David Johnson

7605 “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”, all vv.

Baptism of Sullivan James Mallory pages 39-43 in our hymnal and on screen

Children’s Message Blessing of Prayer Shawls Pastor Mike Derflinger
Children may go to Children’s Church afterwards.

Announcements Pastor Mike Derflinger

Sharing our Joys and Concerns Pastor Mike Derflinger

Unison Prayer for our Homes Liturgist David Johnson
Almighty God, we pray for our homes and families. As you provided protection

to Adam and Eve by giving them life and a safe home, keep our doors free from

harm. Bring your peace to our relationships. Guide our parents, grandparents, and

caregivers. Give each one strength to raise children with wisdom, grace, and kindness.

As you gave Adam and Eve the job not only to manage the Garden of Eden but also

to expand it, you still require our participation in completing what You began. Let

your Holy Spirit rule and reign.

Individual, silent confessions

Words of Pardon and Assurance

Intercessory Prayer (Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer)
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Hymn of Preparation 7395 “Take Time to Be Holy”, vv. 1,2 Liturgist David Johnson


http://www.stpaulvaumc.org/

Scripture Genesis 2:4-8, 15, 18 Liturgist David Johnson

Message Returning to the Garden, Part 1 Pastor Mike Derflinger
Stewardship Minute
Offertory Prayer
Offertory “Great Is the Lord/Father God”

Michael W. Smith/Jack W. Hayford
*Doxology
*Hymn 7147 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”, vv. 1,3,4
*Benediction Pastor Mike Derflinger
*Postlude “I Worship You, Almighty God/How Great Thou Art”

Sondra Corben/Swedish Folk Melody

If you are new to St. Paul, we hope you will worship with us again very soon.
To catch all our previous services, please go to our YouTube Channel
StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA.

Text: Genesis 2:4-8, 15, 18
What is your view on the Garden of Eden? Of the three main approaches, which do you find
yourself largely in? Why? .
On a scale of 1 to 10, ten being most important, where would you place the importance of the
Garden of Eden in your faith?

What the Garden of Eden has to say to us today:
1. 2.

3. 4.

We have our own gardens of Eden:
1.

2.

3.

IT’S TIME!!! You have had all summer to think about it and
decide to try serving with us in Chancel Choir. Meet us in the
choir room on 1° floor on Wednesday, August 26", at 7:15pm-
8:30pm. YOU JUST MIGHT LIKE US AND COME BACK!

St. Paul church-wide Picnic

THIS EVENING! Sunday, August 237

5-7pm

Fellowship Hall/Playground area

Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided.

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Fun, fellowship, games - all are welcome!

This is a joint effort between UMM, Frank Wickham class, Nurture and Y outh.
Thanks to all who help make this picnic possible.

Youth Group Resumes next Sunday, August 30", (tonight we're joining in the picnic fun
with everyone else)

5:30 - 7:30pm, dinner is provided

Grades 6™ — 12, All are welcome!

Pickup/drop off at the playground entrance of St. Paul.

Alta Mons District Day Saturday, August 29" 10am - 4pm

2842 Crocket Springs Rd, Shawsville VA

Worship - 11am, Potluck lunch to follow

Swimming, wagon rides, bounce house, swing shot, etc. All are invited!

Nurture Bike Group — Save the Dates!

Plan ahead now for the final bike rides of the year! Locations will be decided and announced
closer to each date:

September 12, 10:00AM

October 11", 10:00AM



Worship Attendance August 16, 2026

In-Person Children’s | Livestreaming YouTube Total
Adults Church (Real Time) (Recorded) Worship
46 7 Not Available 53 106

August Stewardship

AMOUNT NEEDED FOR AUGUST $32,500. We have five Sundays in August.

August Offering Counters: Wayne Bishop, Doris Elliott

PRAYER LIST — Team Mark is our Caring Team this week
SPUMC Congregation, friends, family members and neighbors

Cancer Patients:
Rob Bedford, Kathy G. Davis, Jamie Epperly, Jan Jackson, Susan Perry

Parkinson’s: Jim Clark

Alzheimer’s: Roger Woolwine

Kenny J.

Health Issues: Bob Dickenson, Ed Hayes, Jim Mattox, Vicki Sciarretta, Bill & Peggy Streich
Mike & Caren Gallimore, Steven Hall (Carol’s older brother)

Praises: Debra Scanland (friend of Priscilla Rollins), she is doing well

Recuperating from Surgery at Home: Isaac Johnson

Grieving: Friends & Family of Ginger Barton (sister of Peggy Chafin),
Family & Friends of Barbara Barker

TOTAL AUGUST STEWARDSHIP 08/16 Total
General Fund — Offerings and Loose Plate ~ $2,790 $22,034.16
General Fund — Online Giving $1,831.19 $3,554.94
SPECIAL OFFERINGS AUGUST 08/16 Total
Communion Offering (Alta Mons) $5 $120
Baby Shop $ $340
MCEAP $ $250
Volunteers in Mission $ $160
Facility Use $150 $150

St Paul envisions
“Growing into a most Vibrant, Joyful Christian Community,

Unified in Loving Service to our Neighbors, for the Glory of God.”
--Vision Statement, approved by Church Council, 2018—

Phone: (540)382-2410 Fax: (540)382-1373
Church Website: www.stpaulvaumec.org
Church Office Hours: Monday — Friday 9:00AM — 3:30PM

——

4BRIDGECHURCH

If you wish to place someone on the prayer list for prayer only, please contact the church office, or write
their name on the attendance pad with “prayer” after their name. If a person would like to receive
ministry from our caring teams (cards, phone calls, visits, food, etc.) please list an address/phone number

for our caring teams. Thank you!

Please remember our members and neighbors in assisted living:

Kroontje Health Care Center, 1000 Litton Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Ruth Boothe, rm 308, Cell: 919-906-5097

English Meadows, 3400 South Point Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Wayne & Dolores Brockenbrough, Apt.217
Margaret Woolwine, rm. 235

Commonwealth Senior Living, 201 Wheatland Ct., Christiansburg, VA 24073
Bonnie Cochran, rm. 208
Mary Childress, rm. 113

328 Fieldstone Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Kathy Davis
(540-250-2163 - mail cards to Rachel Link, 1534 Catawba Rd., Blacksburg, VA 24060)

Manchester Commons — Woodside Place, 6351 West Lake Road, Erie, PA 16505
Roger & Brenda Woolwine, Brenda’s Cell Number: 540-320-0986
And our dear friends and neighbors:

650 N Jefferson St., Apt. 218, Roanoke, VA 24016
Former Pastor: Rev. Art & Willie Wingfield




Birthday Celebrations this week — Isaiah Mallory on August 24"; Clara Sowers on August
25" Thomas Reed on August 26" Ariela Alderman, Tom Bell, Dickie Goss, and Lauren Reed
on August 29, Happy Birthday to all!

Wedding Anniversary Celebrations this week — Wayne & Joyce Bishop on August 24';
Ronald & Geraldine Hollandsworth on Auguist 25"; Greg & Wanda Wade on August 26",
Happy Anniversary to all!

Flowers are placed on the altar today in celebration of our 63rd wedding anniversary on
August 24", ~Wayne & Joyce Bishop

Looking Ahead:
Monday, August 24 — 3:30PM. September Newsletter articles due.

Wednesday, August 26 — 7:15PM. Chancel Choir starts back.
Tuesday, September 1 — 7:00PM. Community Hand Bells starts back, rm 301.

Wonderful Wednesdays will resume September 9. A full schedule from our Nurture Team
will be available soon.

Can we sing your favorite hymn or song in August and September? Write the titles
on a slip of paper and drop it in the offering plate or email it to Pastor Mike at
MikeDerflinger@vaumc.org.

Some Highlights and Actions from Council on 08.17.26:

Nurture co-lead Barry King reported that the Nurture Team had completed its review of our
Wedding Policy, which falls under the team’s responsibility. After discussion, Council approved
the policy.

Trustee Chair Patsy Sparks confirmed that the Fellowship Hall floor and hallway by the
bathrooms will be stripped and waxed beginning Monday, August 24, 2026. The work is
expected to take one week, and the room should be ready for use next Sunday. Custodian Robin
Raines and Andrew Sparks of Atlas Home Improvement will complete the project together.

Bob Hockett provided an update on our air-conditioning system. The main issue is that the
chiller, installed in 1989, is no longer working. After having several contractors assess the
situation, Bob’s research indicates that replacing the chiller is the smartest and most efficient
option. He will gather bids from manufacturers. The selected company will complete the project
as a turn-key job, including building and installing the chiller, ensuring that the voltage
configuration and any needed electrical panel upgrades are correct, and removing the old unit.
Because it will take six to eight weeks for the chiller to be built and arrive, and 2-3 to install and
test drive, our cooling season is over for 2026.

Pastor Mike asked Council to decide whether to include a catered meal as part of Homecoming
Sunday on September 27, given the lack of air-conditioning. After discussion, Council voted
not to hold the catered meal but to continue with Homecoming Sunday. Because one of the
Nurture Team’s 2026 goals is to increase churchwide fellowship meals, and Council
wholeheartedly supports this effort, Nurture will choose another Sunday in the Fall for a
fellowship meal after worship, which has historically been the most convenient time for much of
our Saint Paul family.

Patsy Sparks reported that Budget Inn has purchased the lot where the old building stands.
There is no word yet on what will be built there. The Budget Inn manager supports our continued
use of the lot for Sunday morning parking and easier access.

Note: Our violinist, Brandis Garwood, shared with our organist, Carolyn Mills, that she will be
unable to play until the sanctuary temperature is more suitable for her instrument. She looks
forward to returning when the weather is cooler.



