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What'’s the Deal with Angels?
Pastor Jerry

As we enter the Advent and Christmas seasons, we’re going to see a lot of
depictions of angels, inasmuch as they frequent the Christmas story. An
angel appears to John the Baptist’'s father and then again to Mary, both in
Luke 1. An angel appears in dreams to Joseph (twice) and to the three
magi (once), all in Matthew 2. Then a whole slough of angels appears to
the shepherds in Luke 2. (I'm not sure what the collective noun for angels
is, but probably not a slough. Choir? Gaggle?) Anyway, who are these
characters?

The word itself is just the Greek word for “messenger,” and is a direct
translation of the Hebrew word ma’alach. In the Old Testament, these
messengers generally take human form when they are delivering messages
to humans. We see them visiting Abraham, wreaking God’s judgment on
Sodom and Gomorrah (well, it's a kind of message), going up and down a
staircase in Jacob’s dream, and then wrestling with Jacob the night before
his reunion with his brother Esau. Elsewhere these heavenly messengers
appear to Joshua, Gideon, Samson’s parents, Elisha, and in a couple of
stories in Daniel. Usually their task is to deliver a message; very
occasionally they come as protectors. Usually they appear directly, but
sometimes in dreams. And there are long stretches of the biblical history
where they don’t appear at all. From the Old Testament, then, all we can
say is that angels are one of the ways that God communicates special
messages to individuals, but it isn’t the only way, or by any means the most
common.

(One interesting side question in the Old Testament is the matter of
‘cherubim” and “seraphim.” These appear in Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1-2, and
Revelation and seem to be divine beings that serve God in a non-
messenger capacity. “Seraphim” means “burning ones” and nobody’s sure
what “cherubim” means. Both beings apparently have wings [which none of
the messenger angels have], and sometimes they’re described as having
multiple heads and feet and eyes and occasionally wheels. Some people
assume that these are just angels in their true form — that they take human
shape before visiting earth so as not to scare the bejeebers out of humans
— and that’s possible, of course. But they could also be a completely
different sort of being.)

There’s quite a lot about angels in scripture, but that’s nothing to the
amount of legendary lore that has been heaped on them since then. Like
‘guardian angels.” There is nothing in scripture to suggest that we all have
individually assigned angelic bodyguards. Yes, occasionally angels are
sent to protect someone in crisis, but no, angels don’t exist for our sake.

(Continued on page 3)
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1—% A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP

Staff We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and
T sacrament and God'’s gift of music — offering together our utmost for God'’s highest.

Worship Services in December

.Ilazrs%rMorris A Man for Our Season: Jeremiah
: Saturday-Sunday, December 6-7. 2nd Sunday in Advent
IIE?'ig;Igs\;at?h?aeLeakke and Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street
Children’s Ministry Director Facebook page
Y Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio
Ellen Prellwitz broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.
Administrative Secretary Sermon: “False Prophets”

Scripture: Jeremiah 28:1-11
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg

Ellesi Director; Interim Saturday-Sunday, December 13-14. 3rd Sunday in Advent

Chancel Choir Director Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street
Facebook page

Evan Rognholt Worship: 9:00am with Communion.* Livestreamed on Facebook and

Handbell and Ensemble YouTube. Radio broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.

Director Sermon: “A New Covenant”

i : iah 31:31-34
Ben Kittilstad Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-3

Worship pianist and choir

. Saturday-Sunday, December 20-21. 4th Sunday in Advent. Music
accompanist

Sunday
Edna Sahs Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street
Organist Facebook page
Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.
Finance Clerk “Voices of Christmas: Angels on Their Rounds”

Meditations in Drama and Music
Aaron Athas

I(:Jggivlgu;g;cations Christmas Eve Worship Services

Joel Carr 2:00pm Christmas in Story and Song: A daylight service for
Custodian everyone, led by the IM Church congregation and our
Daniel Klingensmith, Derek children. With “candle”-light and Communion*

Brost, Jesse Schwingle, 4:00pm Traditional Candlelight Service with Communion*
Per Forsberg, Greg Story: “Unlocked Doors”

Wallace 700pm

Worship Technology Christmas Eve Unplugged: An intimate service led

by strings and Communion*.
Story: “Unlocked Doors”

Saturday-Sunday, December 28-29. 1st Sunday of Christmas
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street

OFFICE HOURS Facebook page

Monday and Wednesday Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio
9:00 am - 4:30 pm broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.

Tuesday and Thursday Sermon and Scripture: TBA

9:00 am - 1:00 pm

*United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table,
because that’s what he did, too.




We are not the center of the angelic universe. Also, there’s nothing in
the Bible to suggest that we become angels when we die; it just ain’t
there. Maybe because of all this angelic fan-fiction that we’ve invented
(read the apocryphal book of Tobit sometime for a fun angel romp), a
lot of people question whether angels exist at all. Even some who have
no trouble believing in God doubt all this fairy-tale-sounding angel stuff.

Me? I've got no problem with the idea of angels. | believe that God is
creative by nature — an artist, you could say — and | see no reason God
might not have created any number of creatures beyond our universe.
Further, | believe that God is a God of love who is always reaching out
to build or restore relationship, and the idea that he would have
messengers to communicate with others is perfectly reasonable. So
enjoy the flood of sweet (but biblically inaccurate) angel decorations of
the Christmas season. They are a reminder that God is reaching out to
us, and maybe we can spend a little more time this season listening.

Worship Notes for December

December is a month for worship, with a lot going on. Here is a brief
sketch of the Advent and Christmas worship schedule”

Music Sunday, December 21: We always close the fall season with a
special service featuring all our choirs and ensembles. This year our
musical offerings will be framed with scripture readings and dramatic
reflections from some of the people who were visited by angels in the
Christmas story: “Voices of Christmas: Angels on Their Rounds.”

New Approaches to Christmas Eve: For the past several years we have
held three Christmas Eve services: one at 2:00pm that was a special
meeting of the IM church, a second (large) traditional service at
4:00pm, and a third (much smaller) service at 7:00pm.

This year we are still keeping those times, but the 2:00pm service will
be a full worship service, with hymns and Communion, open to
everyone, but the “sermon” time will be a re-telling of the Christmas
story as a drama. If you have children, or if you prefer not to drive after
dark, this might be the service for you.

The 4:00pm service will remain as usual, but at our 7:00pm service
we are embracing our smaller numbers to hold a more intimate
service, in a smaller area, with Communion at the rail and primarily
strings accompaniment for our singing.

RADIO SERVICE SUPPORT = $165/week
[l December 7 [0 December 21 [0 January 4

[l December 14 (1 December 28 [0 January 11
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HAVE YOU FOUND US
ONLINE?

Our website
www.lakestreetumc.org
always has
the most up
to date
calendar,
news, online
giving and
more. Visit it
often for past sermon
recordings, past Circuit
Riders, and a direct link to
our Facebook page.

ADDRESS CHANGES

If you have had an
address change within the
past four months and are
receiving the  Circuit
Rider newsletter
electronically, please send
your new address to the
church office: adminsec

@lakestreetumc.org.

Because your digital issue
does not go to the post
office, there is no Address
Service Requested
changes that come back
to the church office. We
appreciate your help to
keep our database up to
date.

January Circuit Rider
Deadline is
Monday, Dec. 22 for
Tuesday, Dec. 30
mailing

Be sure to send your news
to Ellen Prellwitz at
Adminsec
@lakestreetumc.org
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME

We embrace all of God'’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other
difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation.

FRIENDS atthe LAKE

In a recent Director’s Call with Respite for Al
organization, Ruth Minema presented an
educational session on aphasia. | would like
to share some of the key takeaways from that
session.

Aphasia is a condition where speech is
impaired. There are two types of aphasia:
expressive (broken speech) and receptive
(word salad). Expressive aphasia involves
difficulty getting words out, but the
understanding remains intact whereas
receptive aphasia involves loss of meaning
while rhythm of speech remains.
Communication strategies include eye level
contact, asking yes/no questions, using short
phrases, offering choices, and patient waiting.
Right brain activities like music, rhythm, and
singing can help when verbal communication
fails and validating emotions before
attempting to solve communication problems
is essential.

Friends at the Lake continues to meet on
Tuesdays from 10:00 — 2:00. If interested in
volunteering or needing more information
please contact Laurie Van Beek at 715-832-
6603 or laurievb@lakestreetumc.org

Scholarships for Friends

It has been a good 1st year at the Friends at the
Lake program, marked with slow but steady
growth in numbers and reach, but our ultimate
goal is for this program to be self-sufficient, and
we are still not there.

Every Friend who joins us is supposed to pay $40
for the day, but we don’t turn anyone away, and
we do have two of our regulars who are unable to
pay that much and are on scholarship. Where
does that scholarship money come from, you
ask? From donations. When we first opened,
some of our members loved the idea of the
program but recognized that they could not
support it by volunteering in person, so they gave
special gifts to serve as scholarships.

We would love for more people to join us as
volunteers, but if you are not able to do that,
consider a gift to the Friends Scholarship Fund.
You can do that by all the normal ways that you
give through the church, but this month we’re
making it even easier. Half of this month’s
“‘Meaningful  Christmas” offering  will be
designated for Friends @ the Lake scholarships.

(See article on next page.)

Christmas Treats for
2:00pm Christmas Eve Service

Have you overbaked for the holidays again?
Shame on you! But your church can help! A tradi-
tion at the IM Church Christmas Eve service has
been to hand out Christmas treat bags to attend-
ers. This year, that service has been incorporated
into our new 2:00 pm Christmas Eve service that
is open to anyone, especially seniors and chil-
dren. (see “Worship in December,” p. 3). So we
need more treats! Drop off your spares (labeled)
at the church any time we’re open.
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A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.
We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.

A Meaningful Christmas Mission Offering

Traditionally, our largest mission offering of the year is the one we call
the “Meaningful Christmas” offering. In fact, it is so large, that the
mission team usually designates that offering for two different mission
projects. Sometimes we try to balance them by having one local and
one international ministry, but this year they have chosen to support
two of the ministries of Lake Street that require funding.

Helping Hands Emergency Fund. Our church has an emergency fund,
administered by Pastor Jerry. This is for people who need help with
larger expenses—rent or utilities, usually—or who need a night’s stay
in a hotel. We aren’t usually able to help people with the whole amount
(people don’t usually start looking for help until everything else has
failed and they’re two months behind), but we can work with social
workers and landlords to put together funds from various sources, and
a $200 gift can be an important part of that collection. That fund is
down to about $1,200 now, and the Mission Team wants to boost it.

Scholarships for Friends at the Lake. The other half of our Meaningful
Christmas offering this year will be used to subsidize our Friends at the
Lake. Eventually, this program is designed to be self-supporting, but in
the first few years, as we develop our volunteer base and grow in
number of “Friends,” grant money and special gifts are necessary.

Blessing Box: Thank you to everyone who continue to supply items
for our Blessing Box. Items currently needed are toothbrushes, wash
clothes, toothpaste, socks, large underwear, Vaseline, and Band-Aids.
We have enough soap, shampoo, and conditioner for now. .

Beacon House: Our next opportunity to serve is January 18"-24™
2026. Thank you to Kyler Rognholt, Sherrie Southard, Susan Wilkom,
Dale and Peggy Fleming and Veronica Marshall-Potter for preparing
the meals. Contact Kent Gierhart at 715-864-2056.

Community Table Beacon House Hosting

Our next dates at TCT are: Our congregation hosts evening

meals at Beacon House next on:
December 10 — 9:00-2:00pm

January 14 - 9:00-2:00pm
February 11 — 9:00-2:00pm

To volunteer, contact S I
Peter Nelson at 715- °‘,_ D,
379-8135 or at

petermnelson@sbcglobal.net .

COMMUNITY TABLE

January 18-24.
Thank you to
all the many
volunteers

who  keep Beacon
this ministy M HOUSE
alive, Eau Claire Interfaith Hospitality Network

especially
our new volunteers.
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ARCW Wish List for
December: Canned Fruit

You're invited to join others from
Lake Street by donating Canned
Fruit to the ARCW Food Pantry
in our community. You will be
helping feed local clients and
their families affected by HIV/
AIDS. Please place your donated
item in the ARCW Food Pantry
box located near the entrance to
Fellowship Hall. Thanks to all
folks who donated peanut butter
during the month of November;
twenty-five jars of were delivered
to the ARCW pantry.

Thanks also for the donations of
cereal, nutrition bars, salad
dressing, canned vegetables,
macaroni and cheese, and more!
Your efforts and continued
support are very much
appreciated.
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Mittens and Pillows and
Sheets, Oh My!

The Mission Team will have up a
hat and mitten tree with the
donations going to Eau Claire
County Social Services. Also,
this year there will be a box to
donate bedding items to Sleep in
Heavenly Peace of the Chippewa
Valley. This is an organization in
the Chippewa Valley that builds
beds to donate to children who
do not have a bed to sleep on.
They are looking for twin size
sheets, pillows and bedding
items.




A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith,
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others.

Fireside Library News

New books recently added to the library collec-
tion:

Children’s Books:

Snow Sisters! (E Kok)

Arthur’s Reading Trick (E Bro)

Pepper & Boo: Paws Up for Joy (E Har)
B is for Books (E Cob)

Fall Apples (E Rus)

Adult Books:

Angel Falls (F Han)

The Help (F Sto)
Lessons from Tara: Life Advice from the World’s

Most Brilliant Dog (636.7 Ros)

Hidden History of Eau Claire (977.5 Pet)
Cruising Through Caregiving: Reducing the
Stress of Caring for Your Loved One (649.8 Fit)

New adult books can be found on the hutch to
the right as you come in the door.

New children’s books can be found on the dis-
play rack under the clock.

Enjoy!!

Sunday Book Group: James

The Sunday morning discussion group,
facilitated by JJ Henricksen and Per Forsberg
has begun a study of the New Testament
Book of James. All are welcome to join our
discussion of book, often seen as a counter-
balance to Paul. We meet at 10:30 in the
Conference Room in the office suite.

Men at Prayer: Thursdays @ 7:30am
A weekly time of praying together and
studying scripture verse by verse.
Followed by “After-MAP”
at The Goat Coffee House on Water Street.

../—

Men At Breakfast

On November 6, the Men at Prayer Bible study
group that meets every Thursday morning at 7:30
am in the library met instead at the home of long-
time MAP member Al Olson. There we had our
study, then gathered around the buffet table to
eat egg bake and bacon and breakfast rolls,
provided by Al's daughter in honor of Al's 95th
birthday.

Others interested in feeding us bacon are invited
to call the church office to make reservations.

Sunday School

This month we focus
on the Christmas
story and continue
learning the books of
the Old Testament.
We are learning how
the Books of the Old
Testament are
organized and in
December we focus
on the Major and
Minor prophets.

December 7 - Jesus is Born
December 14 — The Shepherds

December 21 — The Wisemen




UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

United UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH December
(UMW) NEWS .
A - Women Birthdays
/ in Faith _
It’s Tea Time! Rosemary Wollum 7 97
UWF Christmas Program Tom Bauer 10 86
Donna Janke 10 93
For this year's Christmas Tea on December 10" the Bonnie Wright 15 86
UWF are planning a display of table runners. Winter- Judy 18
fthemed anq Christmas-themed runners will be .dlsplayed Ellen Prellwitz 18
in Fellowship Hall. We are asking you to consider shar- .
ing yours in this display on that day. They may be hand- Mary Lou Ruppelt 190 92
rr;ade,d quilted, ap- Susan Staves 21
pliqued, woven,
lace, printed, felt or Carol Mooney 24
“store-boughten.” Rosemary Mitchell 26 92
Please  contact Mrs. Chuck Grandy 27 91
Marty Fisher-
Blakeley at 715- Beth Sherman 27
456-3346 or Marshall Wick 28 98
momfb@aol.com to Shirley Hoffman 31 82
register. Thank
you! Margaret Larsen 31 86

Attention — All Bakers!

We are asking for home-baked Christmas cookies for the
Christmas Tea on December 10". If you are able to
share a batch (2-3 dozen), we will be happy to serve
them. Also, if you are a candy-maker, you could do-
nate a batch of fudge, divinity, mints or carmels. Contact
Pegi Fleming at 715-456-4943 or
dalepeqgi@frontier,com. Thanks so much!

.CHANGES to HOLEY SOCKS PROJECT

Lake Street United Women in Faith continues
their Holey Socks project, which is a recycling
program that raises funds for Northcott Neighbor-
hood House in Milwaukee. The Terra-Cycle program will
now only accept GOLDTOE-Brand socks. A collection box
is in the Fellowship Hall by the water fountains. This is an all-

Christmas being on

the fourth Thursday of De-
cember. In our usual Room

202 at 1 0’ clock on Thursday

December 18th. Enjoy your

Christmas shopping then

church project. come and relax with us. You

A collection box is in the Fellowship Hall by the water foun- are guaranteed to have a
tain. This is an all-church project, so start looking for those good time..
Holey Socks today.
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I CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY

Now We Sing of Christmas: Eau
Claire Male Chorus Concerts

The choir will kick off the Christmas Season
with concerts on Friday and Saturday,
December 5th and 6th at 7:00 pm at
DeLong Middle School, 2000 Vine Street, here
in Eau Claire. The Friday guest will be Memo-

rial High

School

Madri- = -
gals, and Eau Claire

Satur-

o\ MALE CHORUS
guest will .

be  the
Elk Mound High School Choirs. Tickets in ad-
vance are $15 or at the door $20. Purchase
tickets at Festival Foods or at Voumneonetick-
ets.org.

For tickets and information
www.eauclairemalechorus.net or 715-720-
9092.

Upcoming Pancake Breakfasts

Remember, the
pancake team takes
December off. Our
next breakfast will
be:

January 18
Cost: $8.00. Children and guests free.
Volunteers always welcome.

Community Table: On November 12,
Lake Street volunteers served a meal of
chicken salad sandwiches, veggie salad,
fruit salad and dessert to 70 guests. Our
next dates to volunteer are December 10
and January 14. To volunteer, contact
Peter Nelson at 715-379-8135 or pe-
termnelson@sbcglobal.net.

Blood Drive Report, Nov. 6

Thank you to all who donated blood at our
blood drive on November 6 and especially
to those who volunteered. Without those
volunteers, the drive would never have hap-
pened.

Thank you to Mary Rose Howard, Kathy
and Kirsten Gierhart, Barb Nelson, Cheryl
Kreitlow, Linda Peterson, Veronica Marshall
-Potter, Margo Bolton, Deb Bejin, Diane
and Jon Case, Jill Weisenbeck, Corinne
Gjerning, Bonnie Wright, John Melrose, Aa-
ron Hurlburt, Dewain Lightfoot, Steve
Blashford, Mike McClusky and Joel Carr.

This was a lighter blood drive than usual,
largely because supply shortages at the
Red Cross limited what they could do, but
with the 61 units of blood given 183 lives
can be saved. The next drive will be on
Thursday, April 30, 2026. Please help your
neighbors by signing up to donate blood at
this drive.

Thank you, Linda Keepers,
Blood drive Coordinator

To-My Preciouws Chuwch Family,

I want to-express my deepest THANK YOU,
for all the love I hawe received fromv yow duw -
ing the last months!! The calls, lowers, cawds
and notes were so-welcome. The cawds and
notes were beautiful, comforting and inspira-
tional to-me. I hawve them invav bousket onvav
table so-I o able to-stop, pick one up and re-
read the message again. Many of yow sent
phone numbers and offers of rides, groceries;
and lawndry, for which I huunbly sy again,
“thank yow”. I awm not driving yet, and will
stout getting more irwolved at chuwch ay soovw
as possible. My stitches awe out, from my re-
paired army my radiation over and chemo-
sawrting.

Most of all I auwmv honored by your contin-
ued prayyery and ask that they continue,
please.

God Bless Yow AU, Suzanne Heabler




RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY I

Memorials and Special Gifts
Through November 18

MEMORIALS

In Memory of: Janelle Earl.
Donated by: Jean Miller.
Undesignated.

In Memory of: Ed Nelson
(Bobbie LiedlI’s brother).
Donated by: Jackie Kruse.
Undesignated

SPECIAL GIFTS

Donors: Paul and Virginia
Hilbrich; Designated for:
Radio Ministry.

A JONAH COFFEE CHAT—‘

MU0
@0 n/ Thursdays at 9am

@ the JONAH Office -
0 S 2233 Golf Rd, Eau Claire
*excluding Thanksgiving Day and
Christmas Day

Connection and conversation are healthy

Financial Report, through October, 2025

October was a mixed bag for Lake Street financially.
Your giving was solid, right at budget, but we still ended
up several thousands of dollars in the red. This was
largely for two reasons: (1) several long-planned
Trustees projects were paid for this month, including
tuck pointing on the brickwork facing Lake Street, a
down payment on some roof repair, and new equipment
for the kitchen and (2) October was a three-paycheck-
month. (We pay bi-weekly, which means this happens
twice a year.) As we enter the two months of the year
that are traditionally the highest-giving months, we hope
to put this month behind us soon.

In the meantime, our Finance Team finalized their
budget proposal, which was approved at our November
24 Church Conference. Briefly, this is a pared down
budget. We reduced our giving projections by about
$11,000, based on 2025 giving and historical trends, but
we also reduced our projected expenses by about the
same amount—even as we managed to give our staff a
cost-of-living increase in their pay.

We do not expect the spending cuts that we made to
affect our ministry, though. We have other resources to
pay for our external ministry (even some of our building
expense) through the annual grants made to us by the
Lake Street Foundation, and through other designated
funds and special offerings (see p. 5 to read about our
“‘Meaningful Christmas” offering this month.

Thank you for your

practices! With everything going on in Plus, two Sunday chats! ** Su pport th roug hout
the world, the JONAH Voices United Task = this year and your
Force would like to invite you to a coffee s @ Wonders of Na{um / continued su pport
hour to connect, share your feelings, and . 416 S Barstow St, Eau Claire .
find shared values. A guided structure 1 ot into the next.
will be provided to ensure safety, gb}
support, and productivity. J . g
Lake Street United Methodist Church
Operating Fund Building Fund Total
Actual YTD | BudgetYTD | Actual YTD | Budget YTD | Actual YTD | Budget YTD
Oct 2025 Oct 2025 Oct 2025 Oct 2025 Oct 2025 Oct 2025

Offerings and otherincome * S 304,806 309,650 S 5210 S 3500 $ 310016 S 313,150
Expenses 260,965 266,872 78,546 S 81,513 339,511 348,385
Net of Offerings less expenses S 43841 S 42,778 S (73,336) S (78,013) S (29,495) S  (35,235)

* Exdudes parsonage investment gain/loss because it is not included in budget



I CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY

On Buildings and Insurance and Our
Methodist Connection

Lifelong Methodists probably know this, but newcomers to our fold may
not: We don’t own our building. All Methodist church property is owned
by that church’s conference, which means ours belongs to the
Wisconsin United Methodist Conference. Yes, we pay the bills and do
the maintenance, but we only hold the building in trust. This system has
been in place since the days of John Wesley.

(This helps to explain why Methodists didn’t split over homosexuality in
the 2000s, like Episcopalians and Lutherans and Presbyterians did: all
churches who wanted to leave the United Methodist Church would have
had to give up their buildings. It also explains why—when the division
became inevitable—it was so messy. Temporary rules had to be cooked
up to set terms by which churches could leave and retain their church

property.)

For the most part, this system doesn’t affect our lives one way or the
other. We would have to get conference permission to do any major
building projects, but I've never heard of them saying no. And in some
ways it has worked in our favor. For instance, because the conference
represents hundreds of churches, they have been able to negotiate
group rates for property and liability insurance, and for decades we have
benefited from those rates. We are required to get our insurance from
the provider that the conference chooses, and in turn that provider is
required to cover all the churches in the conference.

But as you may know, the insurance business is in crisis right now,
dealing with more frequent and more severe storms in our changing
climate. A couple of years ago our long-time insurance provider decided
it could no longer afford their contract with the WUMC. First they began
raising rates dramatically; then they announced they were no longer
going to cover every church. The conference began the process of
finding a new insurance company for all Wisconsin’s churches.

This was always going to be a nightmare—moving that many churches
at once—and so it was (and continues to be). At one point, last January,
we got word that our new annual premium was going to be just under a
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000). This was about four times the
premium the year before. (A church smaller than ours, in Kenosha, was
told theirs would be $250,000.)

The conference refused to accept those quotes. They paid for
independent appraisals and continued in dialogue with the company.
Next, we got word that our new premium would be $48,000. Still not
good enough, the conference said. Negotiations continue, and the
conference is looking at other carriers. We should expect to pay more
for our insurance when it is all settled. All insurance rates have gone up,
as have property valuations. But the conference has our back. They
have given us a reasonable amount to pay and budget for, while they
continue work for us.

Sometimes we think of the Conference as “the corporate office” - a
place where we send money and never get anything back. This has
never been true, and here’s an example why not.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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1:00pm Room 10:00am Friends |10:00am Fellowship Hall 7:30am MAP  [Kairos Home |[12:00pm
202 IADRC at the Lake (ARDC Art for Dementia Folk) |(Men At Prayer)|School Fireside
Diabetic Class) |(Fellowship Hall) [6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal [Fireside (Rooms Library (Sat
6:15pm Pack 128 [6:00pm Fellowship |(Fellowship Hall) Library] 101/102/Third [NA Group)
Meeting (Rooms |Hall (EC Male 6:15pm Handbell Choir 9:00am Quilters|Floor, Fireside,|6:00pm Living
101/102/103) Chorus Board) (Sanctuary) (Room 101A) |Fellowship Room Worship
6:45pm 6:30pm Lounge 6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed Hall and on Facebook
Fellowship Hall |(Tuesday Womens [NA Group) Dockside)
(Eau Claire Male |NA) 7:00pm Chancel Choir
Chorus Extra 7:00pm Fellowship [Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
Rehearsal) Hall (EC Male 8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal
Chorus) (Fellowship Hall)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Mission Emphasis: Meaningful 3:00pm Staff 10:00am Friends [9:00am The Community Table|7:30am MAP  [Kairos Home [12:00pm
Christmas (Helping Hands and Parish at the Lake 2:00pm UWF Christmas Tea |(Men At Prayer)|School Fireside
Scholarship for Friends) (Conference (Fellowship Hall) |(Sanctuary and Fellowship ([Fireside (Rooms Library (Sat
9:00am Worship with livestream |[Room/on line) 6:00pm Hall) Library] 101/102/Third [NA Group)
on Facebook and YouTube; 4:15pm Communications  [6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 9:00am Quilters|Floor, Fireside,|[12:00pm

[Nursery Available] Fellowship Hall In{Team (online) (Fellowship Hall) (Room 101A) |Fellowship Sanctuary In
Message: "False Prophets"; Use (ADK Group)|6:30pm Lounge 6:15pm Handbell Choir Hall and Use (Private
Text: Jeremiah 28:1-11; 6:00pm Welcome |(Tuesday Womens [(Sanctuary) Dockside) Recital)
10:15am Celebration Rehearsal and Worship NA) 6:15pm Pack 128 Committee 1:30pm
(Sanctuary) Team (Room 7:00pm Fellowship [(Room 202) Fireside
10:15am Children's Education 202/online) Hall (EC Male 6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed Library In Use
(102/103) 6:15pm Pack 128 (Chorus) NA Group) (Sat NA
10:15am Confirmation/Youth Meeting (Rooms 7:00pm Chancel Choir Commmittee)
(Fireside) 101/102/103) Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 6:00pm Living
3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel) 8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal Room Worship
5:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Fellowship Hall) on Facebook
(Rooms 101/102/103/Dockside)

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Mission Emphasis: Meaningful 6:00pm Church [9:30am Room 202 |10:00am Fellowship Hall 7:30am MAP  [Kairos Home |10:00am
Christmas (Helping Hands and Council (Room |Use (Stepping On |(ARDC Art for Dementia Folk) |(Men At Prayer)|School Room 202
Scholarship for Friends) 202/online) Class) 1:30pm Room 202/Fireside  [[Fireside (Rooms (Huntington's
9:00am Worship with Communion;|(6:15pm Pack 128 [10:00am Friends |Library (ADRC Memory Loss |Library] 101/102/Third |Disease
livestream on Facebook and Meeting (Rooms |at the Lake Support Group) 9:00am Quilters|Floor, Fireside,[Support
YouTube; [Nursery Available] 101/102/103) (Fellowship Hall) (Room 101A) [Fellowship Group)
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10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Fireside Library/on [6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed [(Room 202) Library (Sat
(Sanctuary) line) NA Group) NA Group)
10:15am Children's Education 6:30pm Lounge 7:00pm Chancel Choir 6:00pm Living
(102/103) (Tuesday Womens [Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) Room Worship
10:15am Confirmation/Youth NA) 8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal on Facebook
(Fireside) 7:00pm Fellowship |(Fellowship Hall)
3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel) Hall (EC Male

Chorus)
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Mission Emphasis: Meaningful Circuit Rider 6:30pm Lounge 2:00pm Worship: Christmas |CHRISTMAS 12:00pm
Christmas (Helping Hands and Deadline (Tuesday Womens |in Story and Song DAY (Office Fireside
Scholarship for Friends) NA) 4:00pm Traditional Closed) Library (Sat
MUSIC SUNDAY 7:00pm Fellowship [Candlelight Service with NA Group)
9:00am Worship with livestream Hall (EC Male Communion' Story: 6:00pm Living
on Facebook and YouTube; Chorus) "Unlocked Doors"; Room Worship
[Nursery Available] "Voices of 6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed on Facebook
Christmas Angels on Their Rounds" - NA Group)
- Meditations in Drama and Music 7:00pm Christmas Eve
10:15am Confirmation/Youth Unplugged Worship with
(Fireside) strings and communion'
3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Story: "Unlocked Door"
Hall)
3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel) “
5:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 \
(Rooms 101/102/103/Dockside) | |
28 29 30 31 ‘
Mission Emphasis: Meaningful 9:30am Circuit 6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed
Christmas (Helping Hands and Rider Assembly |NA Group)
Scholarship for Friends) (Room 202)
9:00am Worship with livestream 6:30pm Lounge
on Facebook and YouTube; (Tuesday Womens §_%ﬁ W
[Nursery Available] NA) TEY € :
3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel) 7:00pm Fellowship L;)‘ ' " ‘

Hall (EC Male =

Chorus) [ 5 H
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Advent, 2025

Dear Lake Street Members and Friends:

As I write this I am thinking that I can’t believe Thanksgiving is already here, and by the time you get this
letter that holiday will be past and we will be plunged into the hectic pace of the Christmas shopping-and-
decorating-and-cooking-and-traveling season. Many partake in all that activity with joy, and if you are one
of those, bless you. And if you aren't, bless you, too. Either way, though, remember that the weeks before
Christmas are also Advent - a time of reflection and waiting for the Christ. Take some time to be still and
worship. And let us help. Here is Lake Street’s worship schedule for Advent and Christmas:

November 30  Church Decorating! Stay after church and brin¢ on the spirit of the season by

decorating our sanctuary and ¢athering area and Fellowship Hall.

December 21  Music Sunday! Our semiannual celebration of worship through music at Lake Street,

featuring all our choirs and ensembles. This year, the service will have more of a Lessons and
Carols feel, with music interspersed with dramatic readings. Theme: “Angels on Their Rounds.”

December 24, Christmas Eve

2:00 pm. Daylight Service. For several years we have held a separate Christmas Eve service in the
afternoon for the Inclusive Ministry congregation that meets at Lake Street. This year, it occurs
to us that others might also appreciate a Christmas Eve service that ends before dark, so we are
holding a regular Christmas Eve service, with Communion and everything, with the IM Church
service, and will be holding it in the sanctuary. If a mid-afternoon service fits your schedule,
come join us. And if you'd like to be a part of telling the Christmas story, come at 1:30 for a
costume fitting. You can never have too many shepherds.

4:00 pm - Our traditional Christmas Eve Service, with Communion and candle lighting, featuring
an original Christmas story, “Unlocked Doors.”

7:00 pm — Christmas Eve Unplugged. In the past few years, as our 4:00 pm service has ¢rown,
this service has become more intimate, so this year we are embracing that intimacy. Gather for
a quieter service, led largely by string instruments, without screens, featuring Communion at the
rail, candle lighting, and the Christmas story, “Unlocked Doors.”

As always, we are including with this advent letter an envelope for an Advent Offering, a chance for you
to remember the church financially during this season of gift-giving.

Pastor Jerry Morris



