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Worship Service 10:00 AM & Online

Celebrate the Birth of Our Savior

We warmly invite you and your loved ones to join us for a beautiful Candlelight Christmas Eve Service. Come
together in joyous celebration as we honor the birth of our Savior with uplifting carols, the enchanting sound of
handbells, and the inspiring voices of our choir.

Date: December 24, 2025
Time: 8:00 PM at Northminster Presbyterian Church

Traditional Christmas carols

Special handbell performances

Choral music celebrating the miracle of Christmas

Scriptures as we light the Advent Candles & the Christ Candle

This special evening promises to be filled with warmth, music, and reflection as we celebrate the gift of Jesus
Christ. Whether you are a longtime member or visiting for the first time, we look forward to sharing this sacred night
with you.

All are welcome—-bring your family, friends, and neighbors for an unforgettable Christmas Eve experience!

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given...” — Isaiah 9:6
)
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As far back as | can remember, celebrating the season of Advent has been a central part of my faith and walk with
God. But much of the world around us does not observe Advent. Today the holy season of Advent seems to be out
of place with everything else that is going on around us. While people are rushing toward Christmas in a shopping
frenzy our observance is markedly different. Sometimes we get so lost in the sentiment and traditions of
Christmas that we have difficulty connecting with the themes of Advent. Advent is about waiting expectantly while

longing for God to act. However, we must admit that we grow impatient and demand immediate satisfaction.

The first Sunday of Advent finds us not dreaming of the perfect Christmas or searching for a gift for the person
who has everything, but rather looking to the future — to the second coming of Christ. Advent begins not with a
baby in @ manger but rather, looking forward to the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The apostle Paul along with first-century Christians believed that Jesus would return during their own lifetime.
While they were waiting, they believed that Jesus would return any day. Much of Paul’s writings reveal the notion
that Jesus would return within a short period of time. Expecting Christ’s return any day would certainly alter the

way you live your life and what you view as important.

Most of the Christians | know do not have that same sense of urgency today as Paul and the early believers. More
than 2,000 years have passed, and we are still waiting for Christ’s triumphant return. Advent reminds us that our
faith is future oriented. Unfortunately, too often our focus is on the past, which makes it difficult to ponder what
tomorrow will bring. While it may not always seem to be the case, we believe that with Jesus the best is always

yet to come.

During this season of Advent Paul in Romans 13:11 encourages us to “know what time it is.” It is time for us to
focus on Jesus, refraining from all other distractions commonly associated with Christmas. “Now is the moment
for you to wake from sleep,” he writes to believers who might have been going through the motions without

realizing the importance of the day.

People had better wake up and pay attention, “for salvation is nearer to us now than when we first became
believers,” Paul writes. We’ve been here before, working our way toward Christmas. It is easy to simply go

through the motions, expecting nothing out of the ordinary to happen.

Paul commands us to wake up, pay attention; “the night is far gone,” God is at work in our lives and in our world.
We will not want to miss anything due to our inattention.

Continued on next page



As we focus or refocus on Jesus we reject the “works of darkness.” There is evil in our world, causing us at times
to stumble and fall, yet Paul instructs believers to live in the light of Christ. The light of Christ dispels the darkness.
Paul uses the metaphor of suiting up with the “armor of light.” The armor of light will provide protection as we
confront the evil powers and injustices of this world. We dress in the armor of light to shine brightly through the

darkness of evil. We do so knowing that ultimately Christ will prevail over the darkness of evil.

We strive to follow the positive command to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” rejecting works of the flesh that
hamper our relationship with Jesus. Our enemies are “not flesh and blood” but rather the destructive power that
enslave and divide people — mistrust, injustice, addictions, thirst for revenge, prejudice, fear, and greed. During
Advent our focus is on living as the light of Christ, diligently working to help other people. We need to remember
whose birthday we are preparing to celebrate — not our own but Jesus’. Jesus certainly had a passion for helping

other people. We strive to be like Jesus in all we say and do.

“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ” reminds us of our baptisms and our profession of faith. Elsewhere Paul states, “As
many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:27). We “put on” so
that everything we do, we do as committed disciples of Jesus Christ. Everything we say, we do so as an agent of
Jesus. Living out our baptism in this manner often will lead to conflict with the status quo, but we are clothed in

the armor of light for protection.

Wake up, pay attention, and put on the “armor of Light” that will transform and change all aspects of our lives,
including how we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth in our lives. Advent is about turning to something far better
than what is left behind.

The first Sunday of Advent is about waking up from our slumber to pay attention to God’s Word for us as we
prepare to receive God’s gift once again. We wait for that glorious day when Jesus shall return. Meanwhile we
continue doing those things that Jesus would want us to do, loving and caring for loving and caring for others,

confronting evil in our communities and world.

The apostle Paul asks us if we know what time it is. Our response is that today and every day is God’s time — it is
the time for us to get our act together, living in the light, transcending the darkness all around us to celebrate a
Savior who can and does change lives.



Mission Opportunities

The Giving Tree has been set up in the chapel and is now ready
for you. We invite you to come by, pick the name of a child from
the tree, and help make their Christmas special by purchasing a

present for them.

Your generosity brings joy and warmth to children in need during
the holiday season. Thank you for making a difference!

Please wrap your gifts and return them to church by Monday,

December 15th. Don’t forget to tie, or tape, your gift tag securely &=
to the outside of the package. The committee suggests a maximum of $35.00 for
any gift. We look forward to seeing you on November 30th at the Giving Tree.

Come share the joy.

HUNGER COMMITTEE

Thanks to all who helped with this Mission Project of provide 70 families at the Dyer Kelly
School with food for their families during Christmas. The food bags for these families will
be assembled Saturday December 13" at 9:00 A.M. they will be delivered to the school on
Monday, December 15™.

If you are interested in helping on one of these dates “‘ v
please contact Opal Collins.

“Together We Feed”



ADULT EDUCATION

Wednesday Recharge!
(Previously N.O.W.):

PASTOR BIBLE STUDY, EVERY WEDNESDAY!

1 0 , 30AM— This month we will engage in an Advent Study.

December 3, 10 & 17th

Bring a sack lunch & stay for fellowship afterwards!

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

9:30AM every Tuesday in the home of Millie Payne.
Join us for a morning treat & Bible Study
(We pick a book of the Bible & study it all the way through)

Call Mary Holden if you would like to attend.




FINANCIALS

Financial Results January -September 2025
Giving: Jan - March  April - June July-Sept YTD
General gifts 57,898 66,142 50,732 174,772
Miscellaneous Receipts 6,693 6,771 3,777 17,241
Total Giving 64,591 72,913 54,509 192,013
Expenses:
Expenses 76,960 77,552 74,918 229,430
Net Surplus:
(loss) Surplus (12,369) (4,639) (20,409) (37,417)
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Dear Northminster Church

A visit by Pastor Steve and Darlene only made a great week better! A
true blessing. Thank you so much and a big thank you to the church
quilters for the beautiful lap quilt brought for Charla.

Yours in Christ,

Lee & Charla Hardesty

Susan Tierney
Donna Cavness
Jennifer Taylor
Pearl Beavers
Charla Hardesty
Mary Balkow

Chris Brown

. "(? A

Beis = =
EFORE THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU




