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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

What a joyful celebration
Easter is. People’s spirits seem
to be lifted as we emerge from
winter into spring. The tlowers
begin to bloom; tree buds start
popping, and the grass colors
the ground in an array of
colors. Easteris also the time of
year that we celebrate Christ’s
rising from the dead and the

lory of his victory over death.

t is a time when we remember
that Christ will come again -
in all His glory. And in the
meantime, we keep the feast. The feast reminds us that
there is a heavenly banquet waiting for all of us — a
time and place where all will be fed and no one will go
hungry. The feast that we celebrate is the same feast
that Jesus celebrated with his disciples before his death
and again after his resurrection.

That feast is known by many names: Holy
Communion, the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, Mass,
Sacrament of the Altar. These names can be confusing
to us and especially to people outside the church who
have little or no understanding of the sacraments. So,
I thought I'd take this opportunity to share with all of
you the differences.

Since just one name can’t capture the depth of
meaning of this meal, we’ve called it by many names
instead. Every name, however, recognizes that this
meal is a means of grace in which we encounter and
receive the love of God shown to us in the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the eating and drinking of
bread and wine. So let’s explore the many names for
this feast.

Holy Communion:
The word communion at its root is connected to the

word community. When we eat the bread and drink
the wine, we are emphasizing the relationship between
our faith community and Christ and all others who
eat the meal. The bread and wine are the presence of
Christ and as we eat and drink we become the body
of Christ as a community, bound together as one
with those from every time and place. This is why I
personally like to have communion on a weekly basis
and at special events like funerals and weddings. We
stay connected through this meal to those who have
%$ne before us, to those who are with us now, and to
those who are yet to come. What a foretaste of the feast
that is to come!

n From the Fastor’s Desk:
A”eluiai Christ is Kisen! e is risen indeed!

April, 2024 Lutheran!

The Lord’s Supper:

Jesus is the one who instituted
this meal. At his last supper he
demonstrated taking the Eread,
giving thanks, breaking it, and
sharing it with those around
him. At this same meal, he took
the cup of wine, blessed it, and
gave it to everyone to drink,
explaining that this was his
blood which would be shed for
them and for us on the cross.
His instructions were clear — “Do
this in remembrance of me.” In
the “Lord’s supper” Jesus comes again to share a great
feast with all who believe in Him. The Lord’s supper
connects past events, present reality, and the future
?ope. Jesus is our host and invites us to this gift of the

east.

Eucharist:
“Bucharist” comes from the Greek word for
thanksgiving. It describes what we do not only at

this meal but throughout the whole worship service.
“BEucharist” is a way of saying ‘thank you’ to God
through our celebration and thanksgiving in word,
song, and meal for all of God’s creation, for the gift
of salvation in Jesus Christ, and for God’s gift of the
communion meal. Think about when we pray at the
dinner table. Aren’t we thanking God for the food
which He provided? That is what we are doing at the
“Eucharist” table — giving thanks for the gifts of God
which feed us, sustain us, and nourish us.

Mass:
“Mass” comes from the Latin word “missa” which
means “mission.” In the communion meal, we are not

(continued on page 2)
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only connected to the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, but we are also connected to all the joys and
needs of others who gather at the meal and throughout
the world. “Mass” points toward the mission of Christ
in service to the world. The meal strengthens us to
serve those in need, including those who are hungry,
hurting, lonely, and hopeless. After sharing the meal,
we are sent into the world to serve with the command,
“Go in peace. Serve the Lord.”

Sacrament of the Altar:

Altars were historically used for sacrifices and
presenting offerings. Often a lamb was brought to the
altar and sacrificed as a way of bartering forgiveness
from God, asking for life, and begging %or salvation.
In his death, Jesus offered himself up as the lamb — the
final sacrifice upon the altar for our sins. No longer
would human E?eings have to offer sacrifices because
Jesus did that for us once and for all. The “Sacrament
of the Altar” emphasizes Jesus’ gift of sacrifice for the
sake of the world. The gift of His body and blood in
the meal assures us of the forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation. The altar of sacrifice is a table where we are
gathered at Christ’s invitation to receive this gift and
remember His sacrifice for us.

When we come to the table of the Lord, we have a lot
to be thankful for and to remember. Just one of these
words for communion doesn’t lift up the magnitude
of the gift we have been given in Jesus Christ by his
laying down and offering himself for us. Some people
think we should only come to the table with humilit
and with downcast eyes as we stand before our Lorc{
Jesus Christ. And that is not a bad way to come before
the Lord, being humble guests invited to his table of

glory.

And yet, there is also room for us to come to the
table before the Lord in thanksgiving and in joy as we
celebrate His victory, creation, and life eternal. I had
a communion helper who had downs syndrome. After
everyone else was served, I served him. I handed him
the challis, and he proceeded to chug the good bit that
was left. After he emerged from drinking the whole
thing, he wiped his lips with the back of his free hand
and exclaimed very loudly, “Yum, that was good!”
What a perfect way to receive the gift of our Lord Jesus
Christ — with enthusiasm, with joy, with excitement,
and with exclamation! I couldn’t help but to wonder if
perhaps this young fellow was on to something.

Communion is relationship building, and invitation
from our Lord!, a thanksgiving of all that God has
blessed us with, a means of mission in the world, and
Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf. Whether we come
humbly or with wide eyed joy and celebration, how
blessed we are to have been invited to His table!

May this Easter bring us the budding, blooming, and
new understanding about our invitation to the table
of the Lord. May we feel the honor of being invited
by Christ to the Lord’s table, to share in the life-giving
nourishment of his body and blood. May we too come
to the table knowing how blessed we are by God and
eagerly shouting, “Yum, that was good! Happy
Easter! He is risen indeed!

-Happy Easter, Pastor Debbie

CHURCH

February 8 - Attendance:
Debbie, Joe T., Beth H., Scott H., Amy H.,

Kristine C-W., Mark E., Suzane Y., Chris J.
Reports:

ePastor’s report: 2 funerals, 6 visits, 3 hospital visits, 2
Lenten planning meetings with St. John’s, and she was
nominated for the Lower Susquehanna Synod Personnel
Committee.

*Mission and Discipleship: Kristine reported the Easter
candy sale, plan for preparing on hand frozen meals,
making more welcome bags for visitors and kids, and
that we will be hosting a Christmas Bazaar this year on
Small Business Saturday (11/30/24).

eParish Ed: We will be doing an Adam Hamilton dvd
study for Lent.

*Social Ministry- Beth reported the Lenten services
schedule with St. John’s and what food would be served.

eProperty: Suzane mentioned that at the Finance
Meeting notes brought up the boiler needing 2 valves and
only having one. We also discussed the steeple timers/
issues.

eFinance: Scott reported nothing unusual in the bills,
and the loss was less than average due to the withdrawal
from CHB for $3k, which was split between Outreach and
General on 1/12/24. Cash on hand as of 1/31/24 is $41K,
to which Bill stated we should be good for a couple of
months.

Facility Usage Discussion:
¢Joe discussed better supporting the clothing ministry.

He mentioned going through the building and review
usage. A building usage meeting was scheduled for
March 7 at 6:30 p.m. Joe delivered a gently worded
message about moving forward.

*Kristine discussed the updates for the nursery and old
pastor study areas.

*Joe mentioned a possible special meeting in the future
to discuss the lot/property evaluation.

New Business:

*Food Pantry- The week of 1/15 and 1/22 there were 3
food deliveries and 1 pickup. An update on the emergency
food distribution was discussed. It was stated that they
are limiting distributions to twice a week. To give an
example of the need recently it was mentioned that on
1/22 the food pantry served 16 households for emergency
food, which was a total of 58 individuals. The food pantry
crew is planning for the March 18 distribution.

*One Space- We have the hardware, it is installed. They
are still working out the kinks and plan to do the final test
on Sunday before services.

*New Partnership- Kristine brought to the committee
the idea of making a ?artnership with Community Aid
in the way of a “virtual bin”. A virtual bin would give us
a donor code that we or others could use when making
donations at ANY Community Aid location. We would
receive $0.13/Ib for the donations, to be paid out quarterly.

*Church Tour- Kristine mentioned that the Red Lion-
Dallastown Rotary will be taking a tour of the church and
its ministries on Thursday June 6th from 12-1p.m.

*Bill’s Replacement- Chris brought up that at January’s
finance meeting that Bill's replacement was discussed.
There were concerns brought up regarding bookkeepers

(gwntinued on page 6)



WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

MUSIC MUSIC MUSIC
Where but in our Church can you find
beautiful organ music every week and a
choir singing from the heart.

Where but in our Church can you find
a band playing instruments and singing
praises.

Where but in our Church can you find
Bells ringing and adding to the love of music.

We marvel at the variety of music at Grace who love

the gift of music -- a gift given and received - offered
back to God in thanks and praise.

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS
Oh Come, Dear Lord...

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Discovery and Connection
. sessions are meeting in the
Welcome Center from 10:00-10:30
a.m. Everyone is invited to share
in the lessons that are presented.
Here is a list of the lessons for
. April. We will complete our DVD
series by Adam Hamilton the
first two Sundays in April. Apr
7 is intitled, Christ the Victor and April 14 is What If
Judas Had Lived? April 21 we will have a presentation
on homelessness by Dylan Rexroth. April 28 we will
return to “The Wired Word.’

LUTHERAN CAMPING

Dinner Church April 7 at 5 p.m. at
the Whittel Farm: Dinner Church
is a community gathered around a
shared meal to listen, connect, sing,
pray, eat, drink, and be with God in
creation. Bring some food to share.

Summer Camp Open House April 14 at 2 —4:30 p.m.
at Kirchenwald and Nawakwa: You are invited to visit
Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on March 17 or April 14,
anytime between 2-4:30pm. Take a tour of camp with
members of our summer staff and see what camp is all
about. As a bonus, we will give a $10 gift certificate for
the camp store to every brand new camper!

Blessing of the Farm/Earth Day Planting Day
April 20 at 9 a.m. at the Whittel Farm: The planting
season will officially kick off this year with a special
Earth Day Planting Day on April 20th with a blessing
of the seeds, soils, trees, plants, birds and insects. Join
us at 9:00 am for a short service of blessing followed by
some planting time.

Earth Day Celebration April 21 at 2-6:00 p.m. at
Kirchenwald: Enjoy an afternoon of environmental
activities, games, and crafts at one of your favorites
places within God’s creation: CAMP! An evening meal
is included in the $15 fee. All ages welcome.

Nawakwa Work Day April 27 9:00 a.m. — 5:00p.m. at
Nawakwa: Help us get our sites ready for the summer
season. Jobs available for all skill levels. Complimentary
lunch for all volunteers.

Don’t forget it is Summer Camp sign up time for
youth. If you know of someone who wants to go to
camp, there are funds available courtesy of a bequest
for camp costs. Call the office for more information.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
+©) YOU ARE NEEDED!

£~ A reminder to everyone to participate
1 in a church committee if you can. Please
f contact Pastor Debbie, Joe Turek, or Teryl
(zg‘r‘ Cartwright to sign up.
) GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY
Come one, come all. April 7th is Girl
Scout Sunday. We will all worship together at a
combined worship service at 10:00 a.m. There will be
no Discovery and Connection that day.

Wb Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
: -~ Warning! We have some sneaky
5%, ,} iy ? people here at grace Lutheran
N "é church! My 90th birthday card
T - shower is evidence of this!
-
h: _.‘r g L -
L N 4
R mgey

Thank you all for participating.
I am humbled and amazed at
the planning that took place and
all the cards and verbal good wishes I received. I was
totally surprised! You used your electronics to pull this
off, so I need to use it to thank you and hope you all
receive my thanks. You surprised me totally!

You don't know how close I came to not being here
on Sunday and accepting an invitation to go away
for a few days! You have not realized it, but you have
created a monster — you will need to do this for every
other 90-year-old now!

Sincerely,
J. Patsy Mummert

OOK CLUB

This month we are reading
Broadway But‘te(?‘ly by Sara
Divello. Goodreads.com has this
to say about the book:

B

New York in the Roaring
Twenties—a riveting true-crime
novel, based on one of the most notorious unsolved
murders of the era, where power, politics, and
secrets conspire to bury the truth. Manhattan, 1923.
Scandalous flapper Dot King is found dead in her
Midtown apartment, a bottle of chloroform beside her
and a fortune in jewels missing. Dot’s headline-making
murder grips the city. It also draws a clutch of lovers,
parasites, and justice seekers into one of the city’s
most mesmerizing mysteries. Among Daily News
crime reporter Julia Harpman, chasing the story while
navigating a male-dominated industry; righteous
NYPD detective John D. Coughlin, struggling against
city corruption; and Ella Bradtord, the victim’s Harlem
maid, closest confidante, and keeper of secrets. Adding
fuel to the alreadz/ volatile a politically connected
Philadelphia socialite, an Atlantic City bootlegger,
Dot’s dicey gigolo lover, a sultry Broadway dancer, and
a cagey sugar daddy guarding secrets of his own. From
Broadway’s glittering lights to its sordid underbelly to
the machinations of the country’s most powerful men,
Julia embarks on a quest for justice. What she discovers,

twist after breathtaking twist, might )

be even more nefarious than murder.
BROADWAY

BUTTERFLY

m

We meet every third Thursday in
the Welcome Center at 6:30 p.m. If
you would like a copy of the book, see
Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf. We have
an arrangement with the York County
Library System to borrow the books
we read for our club. Hope to see
readers there!

4

Birthday girl, Patsy Mummert

it
” Pastoral Acts

¢ Wednesday Lenten Worship with St. Johns UCC
Candle Blessing

Forum entitled "It's not not natural"

Renewal of Vows service

Maundy Thursday/Good Friday combined
service

¢ Easter Sunday worship

4 visitations

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




THE NOTEBOOKS OF JAMES HAZELWOOD

This monthly feature is from the website: https://www.jameshazelwood.net/newsletter and is a subscription (it’s free) newsletter where
Bishop Hazelwood “circumambulates around a topic involving gritty Christian Mysticism, the Depth Psychology of Carl Jung and
contemporary Post-Secular society. For more, checkout the website. (Publisher’ note: this article has been edited for space constraints.)

What lies ahead for all of us

It's arrived early this year. We remember Jesus of
Nazareth's entrance into }]erusalem with Palm Sunday.
It is the beginning of a week involving triumphant
expectations, rituals of washing and caring, betrayal,
injustice, brutal capital punishment and death. We call
it holy. Why? Most likely because life is filled with
beautiful and terrible things. Holy Week fills out all the
drama of the human condition.

Several years ago, I presided at the funeral of an older
man. He had lived a long life, and the family gathered
for the memorial service. They asked if the man’s
teenage granddaughter could read a lesson during
worship. She approached the podium with a kind ot

race unusual for early teens. She opened a Bible and,

efore reading, said, "I chose this passage because it
best shows the qualities of my grandfather.” She then
began to read First Corinthians 13: Love is patient;
love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not re}'oice in wrongdoin
but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes a
things, hopes all things, endures all things.

I must have heard those verses read hundreds of
times at weddings. But, now, hearing this child read
this passage as a description of her grandfather. I was
slain, as was the congregation. Nothing more needed
to be said.

The columnist David Brooks describes two different
kinds of virtues for living. In the first half of life, we
work on our résumé virtues. These qualities help us
earn a living, establish a family, and plan a career.
We desire to impress people with the capabilities of
our competence, education, and acuity Or success.
However, different questions begin to arise in the
second half of life. An increasing awareness of the limits
of life primarily brings this on. We realize we will not
live forever. Therefore, our focus shifts from résumé
virtues to eulogy virtues. We hope people will recount
these qualities and characteristics at our funeral. Were
we kind, compassionate, and thoughtful? Were we
a good listener, a generous Eerson, an encourager?
Or were we a complainer, a know-it-all, a braggart?
The second half of life brings an opportunity to ask
questions of ultimate significance.

Death is a tremendous gift to us. It forces us to face
our limits and thereby helps us choose how we wish to
spend our time and energy.

In many ways, Holy Week is a week of death. The
historic liturgies of the Christian church turn our
attention to a brutal death using an ancient form of
capital punishment, namely crucifixion. We should not
trivialize this form of execution. The Romans invented
it to inflict maximum suffering on the victims and used
it to convince other would-be rebels to think twice.
This event culminates in the Good Friday liturgy.

Holy Week marinates in death. The week’s origin
centered on the Passover celebration, which marked
events in ancient Israel as enslaved people prepared to
march out of bondage in Egypt. The meal Eefore their
departure became the center of Christian worship in
early precursors to Holy Week, which took shape in

the 4th century CE. But Jesus linking the Passover meal
with his Last Supper brings yet another death marker
into the week.

All this talk of death may get you a little down.
La(rigely, that's because Americans are death-phobic
and grief-illiterate, as the Canadian philosopher and
former palliative-care counselor Stephen Jenkinson
has noted. Years ago, on departing the house to attend
a Good Friday liturgy, my wife asked if anyone else
wanted to join us. %X]e had family in town for the
weekend. One gentleman declinec%] by saying, “Nabh,
it's too depressing. I'll wait for Easter. That's more of
an upper.” His choice of words (an upper) reflects an
almost pharmaceutical metaphor. It’s as if religion and
life are chemically inducing activities. Is Good Friday
a downer as in a depressant, and is Easter Sunday a
stimulant?

I would go so far as to suggest that it is in death and
grief that we most profoundly connect with God: not
exclusively; but something in the human experience
of loss unites us. Who has not experienced loss,
heartache, shattered dreams, grave disappointments,
all the little deaths of life, not to mention the significant
deaths of loved ones who have passed away? In the

ast few years, more than a million Americans died
rom COVID-19; globally, the number has soared to
six million. Add to this all the recent deaths, losses,
addictions, and traumas as the result of a broken
world. I remain convinced that a significant part of our
current engagement with aggressive and even violent
behavior is deeply connected to unexpressed grief.

We need more than a splendidly profound funeral,
though that always helps. What we need is a cultural
recahgbration, maybe even an intervention. This
reorientation would center around sorrow, loss, and

rief. Every person readin% this book could step
orward to encourage their local church, synagogue,
temple, community center, school, or even place of
employment to form a grief group. There are free
guidebooks available.

Regardless of one’s religious affiliation, Holy Week
serves as more than a reminder of the presence of death
in life. It suggests a particular way in which death is
life. As the mystics throughout history, the theologians
of ancient and present times, and depth psychologists
have all noted, the idea of God embracing death is a
most meaningful embrace of life. We do well to see in
death the gift of life.

So death is not something to run from, hide from, or

retend does not exist. Instead, if we are engaged in

ealthy and kind ways, we can encounter death as a
friend. Death is the uﬁimate definer of what makes us
human.

WE ARE TN DEATH




FOOD PANTRY NEWS

YARD SALE  MINISTRY
UPDATE: The March distribution
reduced the number of items
that we have for our clients to
choose to fill their needs. We had
new families who were thrilled
with all the goods that were available for them as
well as our regular customers. Therefore, our tables
are uncharacteristically empty now and we will still
have people calling every week to be able to come for
food and things from the yard-sale. Therefore, we are
asking you to hellln replenish the “goodies.” We can
use small household items, knick-knacks, bedding and
towels, toys, boys and glrls clothing and baby clothes.
These things do not need to be new but can be lightly
used because they are “new” to our visitors. Our next
distribution will l}ale June 10, that means there is time to
build up our supplies. You can drop off your things
during business hours at the church office or you can
call and leave a message for someone to pick up at
your residence. If you are interested in being involved
with the wonderful out-reach ministry, you can help
to separate and display the thmgs or you can assist
our clients when they come to “shop”. Being involved
with this activity is so rewarding that you will quickly
become addicted to the joy you receive. You can
contact Linda Dennish, Barb Taute or Ellen Warntz to
get more information. Hope to hear from you or see
your smiling face soon.
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Each month, The Beacon reports who is

’. sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
Nancy Golden

ey |
% 14 — To the Glory of God

@ 21-Inmemory of Atty & Mrs Samuel

- Laucks, Sr by the family
# 28 — To the Glory of God
.

April’s flowers:
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07 - In memory of deceased members
of the Golden & Coeyman families by

-
-
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*If you would like to sponsor April 14 or
28, see Karen Turner or the office

~ May’s flowers:

*05 - In memory of Martin & Lena Ericson,
' George Heckel, & Annette (Heckel)
0 Miller by Leif & Peggy Erickson

12 - In memory of Mr & Mrs H. Norman
: Fishel by their children &

grandchildren
19 - In memory of Jacob & Mary Valentine
& David Thompson by Regina

-8 Thompson

26 - In memory of loved ones of the Golden
# & Spangler Families by Pat Golden & |
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COUNCIL MINUTES (continued from page 2)

vs accountants due to cost. Pastor confirmed nothing will
happen until after tax season. Chris brought up additional
concerns on bookkeeper, accountant, and audits.

*Lenten Giving- Pastor Debbie motioned that all loose
giving during Lenten services be given to “The Den” (
after school program for students held at Mazie Gable).

*Dylan’s Presentation- Joe suggested thinking about
Dylan’s presentation from the last meeting and how we
can help create an ecosystem, identify areas of need in the
community, and maybe create a committee to help pull
things together.

eChildren’s Ministry- Kristine mentioned that Heidi
and the kids will be feeding the homeless downtown on
March 16th.

April Celebrations
Happy Buthday &

14- Chris Golden ‘
14- Vincent Kicas ’
14- Kelly Stauffer

15- Hayden Christenberry
15- Robert Strobeck

16- Thomas Smith

16- Jane Shank

18- Kay Mansberger

21- Hayes Webster

22- Parker Bowles

24- Kurt Golden

24- Teresa Goodling

24- Quay Yendall III

25- Debbie Hoover

25- Brian Kollosch

01- Loretta Golden

04- Jayne Legore

04- Karen Turner

05- Shaelyn Peters

06- Janet Murphy

06- Mark Ricci

06- Diana Smith

07- Kristi Rexroth

10- Scott Frey

10- Andrew Warntz

11- Landon Buckingham

11- Lance Licht

12- Alysin Dellinger-
Herman

12- Daphne Grim

14- Allen Dellinger

Wedding Anniversaries ian,
Y |

01- David & Linda Dennish & h;ua-fDT

25- Kevin & Daphne Grim Fis _
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