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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PEACE

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church




WELCOME!

To our worshipping community, especially to parents: God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel

you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift

to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we
give smiles of encouragement to parents!

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here!
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH”
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor — Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music — Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org
Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed — Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells — westcongmusic@gmail.com
Lisa Coffey, Administrator — Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org

Office hours: Monday — Closed, Tuesday — Friday 9am — 1pm
Church office phone (508)366-2000

General Church email — info@uccwestboro.org Church website- www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.instagram.com/uccwestboro/

We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure,
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability. We say, and mean,
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our
belief in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit. We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of
participation in this congregation.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Dec 7, 2025 Second Sunday of Advent
*The Congregation is invited to stand.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS (shown online and on the sanctuary screens) 9:45 AM
PRELUDE
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US 10:00 AM

INVITING THE WORD

WELCOME Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*OPENING HYMNS: #139 “All Earth is Waiting” TAULE
#122 “Comfort, Comfort You My People” GENEVA
*CALL TO WORSHIP Janet Rivard
One: Who is that out in the desert near the Jordan River?
Many: Calling out “Prepare ye the way of the Lord”.
One: Must be a Prophet, but people seem to be listening to him!
Many: Let us go out to the Jordan to listen too.
All: Let us Worship the God who sent the Prophets!
LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE — PEACE The Custer Family

John, Lindsay, Holly & Piper

1%t person: Advent means “coming” and in this season we prepare for the coming of Christ. One
of the ways we can celebrate Advent is by lighting candles on an Advent Wreath. It
reminds us of the gifts Christ brings to the world. Last Sunday, we lit the first candle
on our Advent Wreath, the candle of hope. Let us light it again, remembering that
the light of hope shines for us in the darkness.

(The purple Hope Candle is lit.)

2" person: Peace is one of God’s gifts to us. John the Baptist was a prophet calling the people
of Israel to repent, to find peace with God. May we, by our actions, help to
prepare the way for the coming of Peace.

2



We light this second candle to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace. His light helps us find
ways to share God’s peace with others.

(The purple Peace Candle is lit.)

3" person: The Prayer of St. Francis asks God to help us be peacemakers.

Let us pray together:

Lord, make us instruments of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there
is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is
sadness, joy; and where there is darkness, light. Grant that we may not seek so much to be
consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. Foritisin
giving that we receive, in pardoning that we are pardoned, and in dying that we are born to
eternal life. Amen.

ADVENT RESPONSE HYMN #128 “One Candle is Lit” (vs. 1 and 2) CRADLE SONG

*GATHERING PRAYER (unison) Janet Rivard
Prince of Peace, we live in a world torn by war, greed, power struggles and unyielding
traditions. Teach us how to broker peace. Show us ways to keep our candles burning
brightly to illumine the path to Your kin-dom. We ask this in Jesus’ name and continue to
pray using the words He taught us...

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Janet Rivard
Jesus our brother, You came to teach us how to love one another. You showed how love is

the only way to peace. Forgive us for the times we refused to compromise and instead

argued until we got our own way. Help us to remember that standing alone is never as good
as being together. Have mercy on us for the times we did not care how others felt or what
they needed, as long as we had what we wanted. Teach us to put others first and to trust

You to provide enough for us all. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Rev. Betsy Dorsi



RECEIVING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE Matthew 3:1-12 (pew bible pgs. 784)
SERMON “What’s Going on by the River?” Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*HYMN #135 “Blessed Be the God of Israel” MERLE'S TUNE

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PASTORAL PRAYER
RESPONSE: Hear our Prayer

BEING THE CHURCH

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation Janet Rivard

At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have chosen to
give God back for God’s ministry.

Offertory “Laudate Dominum” Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Julie Olson, soprano
Jennifer Dorval, piano
Chancel Choir

Translation:

Praise the Lord, all nations; Praise Him, all people.

For He has bestowed His mercy upon us,

And the truth of the Lord endures forever.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, is now, and forever,

And for generations of generations. Amen.

O]

ak

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) Janet Rivard
Holy One, we thank you for all of Your gifts to us. Please accept our gifts now, and bless us
with the wisdom to use them well in Your ministry. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(Communion at our church is open to all. All bread is gluten free.)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book) Janet Rivard
INVITATION

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) Rev. Betsy Dorsi
Jesus our Redeemer, we thank you for inviting us to dine at Your heavenly banquet.
Nourished by your spiritual body and blood, may our souls gain strength from their
communion with You. Grant that as we leave from your table, we go forth into the world to
continue Your work of teaching love and acceptance and peace by our own example to
everyone we meet. Amen.

*CLOSING SONG “Even So Come” Chris Tomlin, Jess Cates
JoySpring Songbook #28 and Jason Ingram

*BENEDICTION

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now in Peace” Composed by Joyce Elaine Eilers
JoySpring Songbook #25

*POSTLUDE

Janet Rivard serves as liturgist.
Linda Borglund and Elizabeth Kafig are deacons of the day.

*If you are interested in learning about church membership, talk to Rev. Betsy.
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Prayers
Continued Prayers: Bev Hall; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Carolyn Bent;
Diane Travers; Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Ron, brother-in-law to Betty & Ted;
Betty Simino; Donna Morgan’s nephew, Peter Jacunski; The family of Grover Morgan, Jr., Tom's
brother; Paula Tashjian; Debbie Grega — Amy Glennon’s mother; Betty Gray’s niece Heather;
Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby.

STEWARDSHIP 2026
“DREAMING GOD’S DREAM” “NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG”

The Stewardship Committee wants to thank the 62 pledging units who have already
returned their pledge cards. Since last year’s participation was 87 units, the Stewardship
Committee will follow up with previous pledgers. We recognize that people’s
circumstances may change from year to year, so we need to encourage new pledging units,
especially from our existing members who have not pledged in the past, some of whom
contribute but do not pledge. Every pledge is essential in assuring the church can
continue its outreach both close to home and worldwide. Please show your love for our
church by participating.

If you need a pledge card, contact the church office or email Dave Smith at
smithwestboro@cs.com. He can also submit a proxy pledge card if you like.

WOMEN'’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING
Come to our Women'’s Fellowship Christmas party, Monday, December 8, 2025 at 6
pm. Bring a wrapped Yankee swap item. We will have really yummy desserts! Everyone
invited. Bring a friend or neighbor for a fun time.

MISSIONS
Giving Tree - Thank you to everyone who took a tag(s) from the Giving Trees. Wrapped
gifts are due back by noon this Sunday, December 7, 2025. Please bring gifts to the Chapel
before or after the service. The Mission Team

Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of December, the Westborough Food Pantry is in
need the following: Hot cocoa, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Bar Soap. The Westborough Food
Pantry has thanked us for our continued support in helping to feed local families in need.
Over two hundred families have shopped at the Pantry over the last few weeks, which is
fifty more than they had expected. Please continue to consider donating additional (non-
perishable) food of all sorts to the white box. Thank you for your support. The Mission
Team




Dismas House — Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts? If so,
please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House. The men are working
towards re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison.
They really love home cooked meals. If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can
probably arrange to bring the meal. If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with
you. You can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal. Nothing fancy, just
a tasty meal. If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES ON WESTBOROUGH TV
Exciting news from our collaboration with Westborough TV! Our Sunday services will be
replayed TWICE a week every week. You'll be able to watch us on Mondays at 6:30PM
(please note, this is a half hour later than we have been), and again on Thursdays at
6:30PM. As a reminder, we're on Verizon channel 2124 (High Definition) and Verizon 24 &
Charter 191 (regular definition)

Dec. 7th — Dec. 14th

Dec7 Communion Sunday- Advent Il

) Dec 11 Thursday
10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School
. Dec 12 Friday
Dec 8 Monday - Office Closed
Noon PCCM/Kerygma Rm. Dec 13 Saturday
6:00 PM Women'’s Fellowship/Vestry 9AM-4PM Women'’s Club/Holiday
7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Rm House Tour/Vestry
9AM Men’s Breakfast/Kerygma
Dec9 Tuesday
7:00-8:00 PM  Bell Rehearsal 10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School
3:30 PM Messiah Sing
Dec 10 Wednesday
9:30 AM Called to Care

3:30-4:30 PM  Journey Home Singers
6:30-8:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal
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