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From the Pastor’s Desk
Getting to Know Pastor Debbie from a Fun Perspective

Publisher’s Note:  To welcome Pastor Debbie, we 
had a good time with some fun ice breaker questions.  
Since Pastor Debbie has been very open and friendly to 
everyone, having some unusual questions will help us 
continue to get to know her… and give everyone some 
more things to ask her about!

If you could turn into an animal, what would it be? How 
do the characteristics of this animal relate to being a pastor?

If I could turn into an animal, it would be an elephant.  
They are wise.  They are very loyal to their herd and 
will fight to protect each other at all cost.  They have a 
good memory. 

What superpower would you choose for yourself? Give me 
an example of how it would apply to ministry.

If I could choose a superpower for myself, it would 
be the ability to stop time.  Ministry happens in the 
present – not fretting about the past or worrying about 
the future.  God is present in the moment.  And if I 
could stop time, think about how many moments with 
God (i.e. listening to God speak, sitting with someone 
who is dying, listening to someone who needs to be 
heard, helping someone who needs aid, etc.) I could 
experience.

What advice would you give to yourself at age 15?
My advice to myself at age 15 would be don’t be 

discouraged by disappointments.  They are what draw 
you closer to God, who gives you strength to live life 
to its fullest.

If you were an ice cream flavor, what would you be?
Is there any other flavor than butter pecan?

If you had one day left to live, how would you spend it?
If I had one day left to live, I would call everyone I 

know to tell them one more time that I love them and I 
will see them again in the resurrection.

How would you describe yourself in one word? Why?
My one word to describe myself is a “Helper”.  I am 

a 2 on the Enneagram – always eager to help.

What’s been the biggest deal breaker in a job?
The biggest deal breaker in a job was the inequality 

of pay between males and females.

How would you explain faith/Lutheranism to a child? 
Explaining faith to a child, I would share that God 

always loves us, and God loves us so much that He 
wants to live with and in us forever.  Hopefully, a 
Martian could communicate, and if so, then I would 
share the Apostle’s Creed with her and discuss what 
each part means as a simple way to introduce our 
beliefs.

As a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up?? 
I always wanted to be a pastor. 

If you got to the church and had 10,000 unread emails, what 
would you do?

I would use my superpower to stop time and answer 
all 10,000 emails! 



2

News

Pastoral Acts

The council meeting was held on 7/14, 
6:30 pm at Grace Lutheran Church.  Pastor Dan opened 
the meeting with a prayer and presented a report about 
what he has accomplished in his time here.  His report 
included a long list of successes during the year he was 
with us, including:

1) Successful implementation of Project OneSpace
2) Building removal
3) The confirmation of seven youths on his last 
     Sunday (July 17), plus one other prior.
4) Inclusion of new members.
5) Mid-week devotions
6) Church internal cleanup in several areas
7) Council right sizing
8) Stewardship activities
9) Supporting GLC through the call process and into 
    the transition to our new settled Pastor: Pastor 
    Debbie Mahady!
10) Efforts to identify potential new members
11) A baptism

The Council thanked Pastor Dan for his excellent 
service, support of Grace Lutheran Church and his dry 
sense of humor!

The financials were reviewed in light of the church’s 
continued recovery from the Pandemic.

How to better utilize the building was a large 
discussion. We have two Girl Scout troops coming into 
the building this fall. The basement and the building’s 
classrooms are largely underutilized, so we are looking 
for ways to leverage the space to spread the Holy Spirit.  
Our next meeting will be held on August 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the church’s office (one week later than normal). Confirmation - We had seven confirmands 

celebrated on July 21, 2022:

 While Pastor Dan was leading us, he also 
confirmed Parker Bowles on November 21, 
2021.  (Son of Carl and Dee Bowles)

Bejamin Hanzlik. (Son of Elilzabeth Hanzlik and 
grandson of Wes and Malissa Smith)

Emily Shoffner.  (Daughter of Amy and Brooke 
Shoffner)

Jana Shoffner.  (Daughter of Amy and Brooke 
Shoffner)

Josie Shoffner.  (Daughter of Amy and Brooke 
Shoffner)

Justin Smith.  (Son of Wes and Malissa Smith)

Hayden Yendall.  (Son of Suzanne Yendall and 
Nance Barr)

Jeremiah Yendall.  (Son of Suzanne Yendall and 
Nance Barr)

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Long-time church member, 

Doris Douglas, passed away 
on July 11. Our thoughts are 
with her family. A celebration 
of life was held August 1st.  
She is being interred at St. 
Luke Lutheran Cemetery in 
New Bridgeville.  

Suzanne Laucks gave birth to a baby girl, Olive 
Sophia. Dr. Sam Laucks and his wife Jeanne are proud 
grandparents!

erma’s inspirations

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

Here are some 
small sippets of 
wisdom from 
Erma’s massive 
collection:

“Life is not 
measured by 
the number of 

breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 
breath away.” 

-Vicki Corona

WWJD
Lord, throughout this day, As I try to follow You, let 

this be my rule to live by:  What Would Jesus Do?
In all my actions, help me to be honest, fair and true, 

to make all my decisions by:  What Would Jesus Do?
And let me promise each new day to live my whole 

life through in love and peace, remembering:  What 
Would Jesus Do?

“Have Courage for the great sorrows of life and 
patience for the small ones.  And when you have 
accomplished your daily task, go to sleep in peace.  
God is awake.”

-Victor Hugo

The Senior Choir will 
resume rehearsing on 
Wednesday September 

7 at 6;30 p.m.  
All are welcome!
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table in the the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

This month’s selection is The 
Good Sister by Sally Hepworth.  
Goodreads.com has this to say 
about the book:

There's only been one time that 
Rose couldn't stop me from doing 

the wrong thing and that was a mistake that will haunt 
me for the rest of my life.

Fern Castle works in her local library. She has dinner 
with her twin sister Rose three nights a week. And she 
avoids crowds, bright lights and loud noises as much 
as possible. Fern has a carefully structured life and 
disrupting her routine can be...dangerous.

When Rose discovers that she cannot get pregnant, 
Fern sees her chance to pay her sister back for 
everything Rose has done for her. Fern can have a baby 
for Rose. She just needs to find a father. Simple.

Fern's mission will shake the foundations of the 
life she has carefully built for herself and stir up dark 
secrets from the past, in this quirky, rich and shocking 
story of what families keep hidden.

Our bookclub meets every 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m.  If you would like to join us, we have a 
relationship with York County Library to borrow our 
books.  If you would like a copy, please contact Geri 
Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf.

The events for August center 
on family camping:

KIRCHENWALD CAMP-
K-TION (FAMILY CAMP)  
August 7 - August 13 at  
Kirchenwald

     Camp Kirchenwald 
proudly presents the family vacation everyone can 
enjoy! Celebrate your family (whatever its form – 
grandparents, children, niece, second cousin twice 
removed…) in this unique camp experience. Grow 
closer together and closer to God through inter-
generational Bible study, worship, swimming, crafts, 
canoeing, Capture the Flag, and more. Strengthen the 
bonds of family by working together at the challenge 
course and through games in the field. Plus, have some 
time to engage as distinct adult and child groups. 
Create memories that will be told over Thanksgiving 
dinners for years.  Accommodations are available in 
rustic shelters and in the SchreiberHaus Lodge, to best 
suit your needs. Partial week participation is also an 
option.

FAMILY CAMP II  August 7 - August 13 at Nawakwa
Families of all sorts of shapes and sizes have been 

coming to Nawakwa for over forty years! For two weeks 
each summer, family units move into Nawakwa’s 
cabins and lodges and create a unique community 
indeed!  Many adults spend the morning hours in Bible 
study with a pastor-in-residence while the kid-size 
campers are divided by age group to attend to all sorts 
of campy activities with the Nawakwa counseling staff.  
Afternoons feature a full schedule of swimming, crafts, 
hikes, bike rides, tournament games, book discussions, 
playground time, and championship napping. (You 
are free to participate in any or none of these choices.)  
Evenings always feature worship for the community 
and some sort of festivity.  And, of course, mealtimes 
are always a big attraction. With plenty of lodging 
available at both sessions, this is just the year to give 
Family Camp a try.

Hey Kids! Don’t forget that summer camp at either 
Nawakwa or Kirchenwald are still open in August and 
Grace Lutheran has scholarships available.  See the 
office for details.

Lutheran Camping 

THANK YOU PASTOR DAN!
We will dearly miss you Pastor Dan. Grace Lutheran 

Church of Red Lion would like to deeply thank you 
for your spiritual leadership, care, and devotion to 
our congregation while you were here with us. You 
have been a very needed presence, and your ministry, 
guidance and good words have truly been a divine 

gift. You will always 
be a member of our 
Grace family.
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Wedding Anniversaries

August Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
August’s flowers:

September’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

04 - In memory of Mr Jay Rhine by Dick 
   & Jean Rhine & family
11 - In memory of Albert & Blanche 
   Arnold and George & Rosette 
   Barshinger and Edward Arnold by 
   Fern & family
18 - In memory of Noah & Ethelda 
   Smith by their children & 
   grandchildren
25 - In memory of Peggy Keener & in 
   honor of Jay Keener by the children 
   Cindy, Teresa, Craig & Blaine

07 – In memory of Barbara’s brother, 
   John Collins Schoomaker & our 
   parents, Mr & Mrs MJ Schoomaker 
   & Mr & Mrs Albert Krout by Barb & 
   Gary
   -The pedestal flowers are in memory
    of Phil Golden by Pat & the Golden 
    family
14 – The altar flowers are presented to 
   the Glory of God
21 – In memory of Rose Tomanek by 
   the Jacobs family
28 – In memory of Palmer Grim by 
   Jean & family

04- Robert & Joyce Arnold	
08- Cora Sue & Lynn Herbst
11- Kelby & Alisha Mundis 	
12- William & Carol Coeyman	
15- Andrew & Deborah Warntz
20- Robert & Alana Haag 	
24- Wendy & Bradley Mummert	
27- Dennis & Connie Walters	
27- Jack & Ellen Warntz	
30- Darla Ray & Greg Hodson 

01- Kevin Grim	
03- Cindy Golden	
05- Mason Phillips-Cary	
06- Cassandra Anderson	
06- Taylor Guhr	
06- Harper Skic
07- John Fishel	
08- Kaitlyn Germick	
08- Sara Stauffer	

12- Dawn Coeyman	
16- Ronald Golden
20- Kristine Eveler	
22- Chase Traina	
25- Denise Kerr	
27- Deborah Warntz	
29- C. Richard Rhine
29- Emily Shoffner 	
30- Jud Stauffer	

Birthdays

What’s in the display case?
School Days, School Days
Dear old Golden Rule days...

Our August Showcase theme is "Back to 
School". We will have present as well as 
past items students no longer work with 
today.

Come take look!

As we continue to have 
more people need our 
yard-sale donations, we 
are depleting our supplies 
quickly. Currently, we really 

only need toys, towels and washcloths, sheets, teen 
boy clothing and men’s pants size 28-34. Fortunately, 
some areas are plentiful like books, women’s clothing 
and baby clothing.  

The next distribution will be on September 12 when 
we need volunteers to help our clients as they shop.  
We begin at 8:30 a.m. and close at 11:30 a.m. for the 
shopping so any time you can give would be greatly 
appreciated.  It appears that we will be having our 
Octoberfest once again so that will necessitate the 
packing and removal of all the donations in the 
social room.  We will probably have a few times that 
volunteers will be needed to help with this project, but 
we will not be doing it on the Monday of distribution.  
Thanks for continuing to keep this important out-reach 
ministry alive with your donations.   
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