PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
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Warm greetings, I would like to congratulate you on reaching this point in your lives. As a community, we
rejoice in your decision to marry, and to do so within our parish community.

The Catholic Church teaches that “the marriage covenant, by which a man and a woman constitute an
intimate community of life and love, was founded and endowed with its own laws by the Creator. By its
nature, it is ordered for the good of the spouses, as well as for the generation and education of children.
Unity, indissolubility, and openness to fruitfulness are essential to marriage.”

1. Our Lord Jesus Christ willed that marriage not only be a way for a man and a woman to unite to form a
family, but He made it a sacrament, that is, a sacred means by which God gives us His grace and blessing
and sustains us in life.

Therefore, since it is a sacrament, something sacred and important—we cannot take it lightly. In the
pages that follow, you'll find important information about the mandatory preparation you'll need to
complete before we set a date for your wedding.

From now on, both the parish community and I are praying for you. May God's will be done!

ARRIAGE PREPARATION PROCESS
STEP 1: SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE POSSIBLE WEDDING DATE DOCUMENTS TO BRING
* Baptismal Certificate & Confirmation for Both Parties.

If one of the parties is not Catholic or has not been baptized, marriage is still possible, but a different process will
be required.

The baptismal certificate must include any additional sacramental notes or information or must explicitly state that
there are no additional notes.

* DOCUMENTS TO COMPLETE

The Office will provide and assist you in completing some forms during an individual interview with the priest or
his delegate. In these forms, you will need to provide the Church with the necessary information to determine if a
sacramental marriage is possible.

Each party must have a witness, who must come to the parish office to complete a form during an individual
interview.

PREPARATION PROCESS

Couples must complete a marriage preparation process of at least twelve hours total, spread over six months, during
which the priest or his delegates will meet regularly with you.

The preparation includes: One or more interviews with the priest.

One or more group sessions with the marriage team of the Catholic Christian Family Movement (CCFM) at our
parish.

If necessary, complete some questionnaires to identify topics of discussion necessary for the couple before getting
married.



* The dates and times of these sessions are determined by the parish, and attendance is mandatory.

» Marriage preparation may be completed at another parish. In that case, the couple must provide a certificate of
marriage preparation that cannot be older than one year.

These interviews and sessions will help both the couple, and the Church determine their readiness to enter into the

sacrament of marriage.
Once the preparation is complete, the priest or his representative will confirm the wedding date.

* If you intend to enter a civil marriage, bring the marriage license to the parish office.

STEP 2: THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE DATE

Have all the necessary certificates and documents submitted to the parish. Have completed, or are close to

completing, marriage preparation.

Pay the costs associated with the preparation and celebration of the sacrament of marriage to the Parish Office.

* STEP 3: ONE MONTH BEFORE THE DATE

* Have completed marriage preparation.

* Tacoma residents can view more information on the Pierce County website:
* https://www.piercecountywa.gov/356/Martiage-Licensing

* Have met one last time with the priest or his delegate to determine details regarding the wedding celebration: the
couple will be able to choose the readings for the Mass—and even bring their own readers—and some of the

prayers the priest or deacon will use to bless their marriage.

Have confessed at least one week before the wedding,.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

* DO I HAVE TO BE CONFIRMED TO BE MARRIED IN THE CHURCH?

e If both parties are Catholic, yes, it is a requirement. The priest may occasionally make an exception to this
requirement in extreme circumstances. Please visit the office to make an appointment with the priest to resolve this

situation.
* HOW MANY GODPARENTS CAN I HAVE?

* Generally, in the Hispanic tradition, up to six pairs of godparents are allowed: a veil, rings, a coin, a lariat, a
bouquet, and a Bible and other religious objects. The godparents will bring the objects to the altar during the

celebration and must sit in the front pews. The godparents, above all, must dress decorously and appropriately.
* WHEN IS THE WEDDING REHEARSAL?

* We require that the bride and groom, their parents, their godparents, and all those who will be entering the
wedding procession come to confession and participate in Mass on the Thursday before the wedding, at 6:00 p.m.
The rehearsal will take place after Mass.



