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Vacation Bible School ~ Rocky Railroad ~ will be June 14-17 

 
JULY 2026     

From the Desk of Pastor Jason 
Greetings friends, 
 

This year, our nation’s Independence Day carries extra significance. America marks its 250th 
anniversary — two and a half centuries of a freedom that countless men and women have 
sacrificed to secure and preserve. It is a freedom most of us do not take lightly. 

 
This summer, our sermon series has been exploring a different kind of freedom — one that 

runs just as deep, and cost just as much. 
 
For the past several weeks we have been sitting with Paul’s letter to the Galatians, learning 

what it means to be free in Christ. Paul writes with urgency to a church being pulled back 
toward religious law-keeping — toward the idea that faith in Jesus must be supplemented by 
observance of the Mosaic law to be enough. His word to them (and to us) is a firm and loving 

no. Christ has set you free. Do not return to the yoke that once bound you. 
 

The parallels to our national celebration are not lost on me. Both freedoms came at great cost. 
The sons and daughters who have laid down their lives for this country, and the Son of God 
who laid down his life for the world — these are not unrelated images. They point to the same 

truth: real freedom is never cheap. 
 
As we move into the second half of summer, we turn to Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Here 

Paul shifts his eyes upward, meditating on the fullness of Christ — who he is, what he has 
accomplished, and what that means for our lives together. If Galatians is about freedom from, 

Colossians is about freedom for — the full, abundant life available to those who are rooted and 
built up in him. 
 

These texts come from the lectionary, but the themes that have emerged — freedom, fullness, 
faithfulness — feel like gifts for exactly this moment. My prayer is that this series has 
encouraged you, and that it continues to move all of us toward a deeper, more faithful walk 

with Christ. 
 

Peace,  
Pastor Jason 

Our mission: 

The mission of Karmel Covenant Church is to love 
God, serve others, and make Jesus followers. 
 
                           Matthew 22:36-40; 28:19-20 2:42-47 

 



 

Karmel Covenant Church History 
 

You think we are short on space for classes, until 1950 all the Sunday School 
classes were held in the church sanctuary, because that’s all there was. Two 
classes were on the platform, one on the right and one on the left with the 

big pulpit chairs for the teachers to sit in each facing their students. Mrs. Ed Tonn taught the 
youngest  and Mrs. George Ericson taught the next age group. The next age group sat in the front 
on the right, the back of that side was the youth and on the other side was the adult class. You 
had to pay attention as the teachers couldn’t talk too loud with the classes being close. 

For the morning service the church was full. There were no coat racks as in the winter you were 
glad to keep your coat on as the heat came from a register in the center of the aisle and that was 
the only warm spot. Beneath several chairs were hat racks for the men to put their hat. No one 
took a bathroom break as the outhouse was quite a ways behind the church. 

I’m looking forward to seeing what the changes will be like in the current remodeling project. 
Each time additions and changes have been made it has been a blessing. 

  
 
 

 
 

Elisha Miller 

(Army National Guard) 

Jenna Olson 

(Southeast Asia) 

Seth Olson 

(Army National Guard) 

July 
1 Julie Olson 

2 Carl Anderson 

3 Amaya Eberle 

4 Tavia Paumen 

5 Mike Bratvold 

6 Nate Filzen 

7 Karmen Senlycki 

8 Ron Monson 

9 Kyilee Friez 

10 Autumn Stewart 

11 Michael Sabby 

12 Kellen Lenzen 

13 Kim Wicklund 

14 Bobby Perry 

15 Nora Hovis 

16 Lisa Wood 

17 Bob Schoenwald 

18 Devin Perry 

19 Tammy Olson 

20 Kyle Mosher 

21 Josie Kulkey 

22 Amelia Schmidt 

23 Randy Friez 

24 Peyton Browen 

25 Cindy Stewart 

26 Steve Pederson 

27 Julia Mosher 

28 Nina Tonn 

29 Jerry Pollema 

30 Grant Kennedy 

31 Shirley Tonn 

Pray 
Daily 
For: 

We are also taking donations of Box 
Tops for Education and Pop tabs 
for Ronald McDonald house. 
There is a four drawer collection area in 
the kitchen corner from the refrigerator. 

Food donations can be    
dropped  off  in the hallway        
by the Sunday School office. 

This summer we are collecting personal 
hygiene and household cleaning items for 
Family Pathways food shelf.  These items 
are less frequently donated, so there is 
always a need. The following are 
suggested items: 
 
· Toothbrushes, toothpaste and 

mouthwash 

· Shampoo and conditioner 

· Body wash and hand soap 

· Feminine hygiene products 

· Diapers and baby wipes 

· Laundry detergent 

· Dish soap 

· Toilet and bathroom cleaners 

· All purpose and window cleaners 

Women Ministries 
Barrel Ministry 

Each month we choose an organization,      
charity or group that we are asking our 

church family to donate to:   

June - August 
Family Pathways 

Food Shelf 

Leadership Team Members  
Steve Haverinen (Chair), Lee Olson (Vice-chair)  

Betsy Standlee (Secretary),  
Dwight Tonn (Financial Officer) 

Steve Anderson, Cheryl Benson, Jim Olson,  
Pastor Jason Hovis, and Pastor Kohl Hanson 

Ministry Team Leaders  
Discipleship - Pastor Jason and Pastor Kohl 

Outreach - Crystal Kennedy 
Hospitality - Sandy Connell 

Congregational Care - Cheryl Benson  
Fellowship - Dawn Swedeen & Shannan Sabby  

Properties - Tom Filzen and Andy Nelson 

      
July 

 
 
Birthdays 
 
  1    Crystal Sieckert 

  2    Joshua Miller 

  3    Avery Bratvold 

  4    Larry Anderson 

  5    Dana Koppendrayer 

  6    Kathy Benson 

  6    Emily Melin 

  6    Kyle Mosher 

  7    Bo Connell 

  7    Isabel Hovis 

  7    Jonas Kennedy 

  7    Justin Kennedy 

  8    Vonnie Friez 

  9    Heidi Haverinen 

  9    Brad Lenzen 

  9    Stina Thompson 

 11    Greg Browen 

19    Aaron Barnhouse 

22    Kevin Grabow 

22    Sydney Haverinen 

22    Pastor Jason Hovis 

23  Greg Heggem 

24  Landry Huss 

25  Seth Olson 

27   Woody Nelson 

31 Jim Flom 

 
 

Anniversaries 
 

 2    Albert & Kim Wicklund 

 9    Dale and Lois Solberg 

11    Jerry & Bev Pollema 

17 Tim & Kristy Danielson 

22   Lee & Julie Olson  

    

   

    
    


