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SoCal Phil is pleased to announce that the 22" Annual Young Artist
Solo Competition for the 2025-2026 Season is underway!

Pianists, instrumental and vocal soloists are encouraged to apply during the application
period. First Place winners will be selected from each of the three competing age groups.

The competition winners will receive a scholarship to help them pursue their musical
studies. Scholarships are subject to SCP Board discretion and are funded from
application fees and donations to Southern California Philharmonic.

We are looking forward to in-person performances with our Young Artist Winners as
featured soloists in Spring 2026. However, if our plans become affected by some other
situation beyond our control (i.e., a pandemic, etc.), we will proudly feature our Young
Artists on our website, through social media, and in a virtual performance.

SCP is proud to announce that the Young Artists Showcase is sponsored by the Tustin
Area Council for Fine Arts.

The Details:

e Eligible competitors are instrumentalists, pianists, and vocalists up to age 23 at
time of audition

e Three age categories

o Prodigy: 1-13
o Artiste: 14-17
o Virtuoso: 18-23

e Audition Fee: $115 early bird fee (Aug 15-Sept 22), $150 final week fee (Sept
23-30) through the Zeffy link on the SCP website.

e VERY IMPORTANT: Your application and fee are due Tuesday, September
30th, 2025 at 11:59pm PST. The application is an online document that can
only be completed and submitted via the link on the Young Artists page of our
website. If you do not complete the application and fee BEFORE THE
DEADLINE, your application will be rejected. Both application and fee must be
submitted on or before September 22nd to qualify for the early bird fee.

e An accompanist, whether live or recorded, is encouraged but not required for the
first round of auditions taking place via video recording links submitted as part of
your application.

e All finalists moving on to the in-person second audition round are required to have
a live piano accompanist.

e AUDITIONS WILL TAKE PLACE ON NOVEMBER 1st, 2025. Once your application
is submitted and has been reviewed, you will receive an email confirming receipt at
the primary email address listed for the competitor in their application.
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All auditions will be recorded; this allows the conductor to check tempos for the
winning soloists selected to perform with SoCalPhil to appropriately prepare the
orchestra. These audition recordings are not used for any other purpose and are
destroyed once the conductor has finished reviewing them.

Repertoire:

All pieces MUST have symphony orchestrations available. Please make sure that
your selections are available with a full orchestral score and parts on IMSLP.org or
other public access source.

o Piano and Instrumental: Choose one movement of a standard concerto (or
work with orchestral accompaniment) appropriate for the student’s age/skill
level. Only one movement will be auditioned, and that same movement will
be performed in concert.

o Voice: Choose two selections, one standard aria and one contrasting work
with orchestral accompaniment. Musical theater selections are discouraged
because they are usually not in the public domain. Please refer to IMSLP.org
to determine if your score is available and in the US public domain. If it falls
within this category, it will be on IMSLP.org.

Rehearsals & Concerts:
Regular rehearsals will be held at the Waldorf School of Orange County in Costa
Mesa; dress rehearsals will be held at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Tustin. The
concerts (both Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30) will be performed at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Tustin.

Rehearsals: Please be available on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm up to 4 weeks
prior to the date of the Friday night concert. A Tuesday evening Dress Rehearsal is
scheduled for the final concert of the season due to the Memorial Day holiday.
More information about scheduling will be provided in the weeks prior to the
concert. Absences are only excused in case of emergency. Multiple missed
rehearsals may result in forfeiture of the privilege of performing with Southern
California Philharmonic and scholarships. Children under 18 must be chaperoned
by a parent or guardian. Rehearsal schedules will be coordinated through the SCP
Concertmaster, Jessica Haddy.

Transportation: Competition winners MUST provide their own transportation to
and from auditions, rehearsals, and concerts.

Concert Dates: See the Young Artists tab of our SCP website for the concert
dates. These dates cannot be changed! If first-place winners are unavailable on
the designated performance dates, the opportunity to perform with SoCalPhil will
be offered to the second-place winners.

Questions? Please review the Frequently Asked Questions listed on the Young Artists tab of our
website. If your question is not addressed in that document, then please send an email to

voungartists@socalphil.org so we can help!
Version 09/08/2025 2 0of 2



