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‘Tough on crime’ Is

W failing in the Territory

™

Robert 15}

Tickner t\?.

here’s no doubt that ‘tough

on crime’is catchy. It's

helped countless

politicians, from all sides of

politics, win elections
around the world and fuelled the false
belief in parts of the community that
building more prisons and locking
more people up actually reduces
crime.

Butwe also know that this phony
‘tough on crime’ rhetoric causes
devastating harm. We are once again
seeing this play out in the heartbreak
of the Warlpiri family and
community who are mourning a
beloved young man who died while
being detained by police in an Alice
Springs supermarket.

Those circumstances are still being
investigated and 1do not claim to
speak for that man’s family or
community, nor to fully know their
grief.

Yet this tragedy once more
highlights deep systemic failures;
failures that have been identified
repeatedly by Aboriginal
communities and outlined in detail in

government reports over many
decades. Inthe 34 years since |
presented the report of the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths
in Custody to the national
parliament, there have been precious
few improvements in how our legal,
police and prison systems operate
when it comes to the disproportionate
incarceration of First Nations people.
Since 1991, the proportion of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people in Australian prisons has more
than doubled — from 14.4 per cent to
36 per cent.
In the Northern Territo:
prison population is
having jumped7 pe
quarter of 2024.A g
‘zero tolerance’ poh
cited as a possible c
impact of tighter bail
reintroduction of m:
sentencing for some

unfold.

The NT’s incarcel
reported to be the s
the world behind El

Aboriginal and Torr,
people makeup 88 p
inthe N'T’s prisons, 1
of people on remand
make up 44 per cent
prisoners.

The new governm
handed down last m

the

headlined by record funding for
Corrections as the government
scrambles to staff its overflowing
prisons and find more beds.

Andwhile the NT government
doubles down on its commitment to
law and order politics, the evidence
overwhelmingly shows that sending
more people to prison does not work
to make the community safer. If it did,
the NT would already be the safest
place in Australia.

Jailing is failing in the Territory,
and around Australia. It doesn’t work
to deter crime. It doesn’t work to
rehabilitate. And it makes it mo

we need to listen to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people who
havebeen telling g

criminal justicc™
Community-led 1mt1at|ves suchas
those that have seen a remarkable 95




THE FIGHT AGAINST
VERBALS







CHRIS
MURPHY

How top criminal lawyer's number plate made him a cop ...

25 Nov 2015 — Murphy told us the “Verbal” plates called out what he said was the practice of police
writing concocted confessions into statements that were ...




JUSTICE FOR
FIRST NATIONS
PEOPLE
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ABORIGINAL DEATHS
IN CUSTODY PROTEST

" “lan't breathe,
| can’t breathe”..

e 1f you can talk
you can breathe®

“Stop spitting blood”
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ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART

We, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention, coming from
all points of the southern sky, make this statement from the heart:

OurAboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first
sovereign Natioas of the Australian continent and its adjacent
istands, and possessed it under our own laws and customs,
This our ancestors did, according to the reckoning of our
culture, from the Creation, according to the common law from
“time immemarial; and sccording to science more than 60,000
years 3o,
This sovercignty bs a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie between
the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples who were born therefrom, remain attached
thereta, and must one day return thither to be united with our
ancextors. This link is the basis of the ownership of the soil. or
better, of sovereignty. It has never been ceded or extinguished,
and co-exists with the sovereignty of the Crown.

How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for
sixty millennia and this sacred lnk disappears from world
history in merely the last two hundred years?

With substantive constitutional change and structural reform,
we believe this ancient sovereignty can shine through as a
fuller expresséon of Australia’s nationhood.

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the

planet. We are not an innately criminal people. Our children
are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This

cannot be because we have no love for them. And our youth
languish in detention in obscene numbers. They should be our
hope for the future.

These dimensions of our crisis tell piainly the stroctural nature
of our problem. This is the torment of our powerlessness.

We sock constitutional reforms to empower osir people and
take ¢ rightful place in our own country, When we have power
over our destiny our children will flourish, They will walk in
two worlds and their culture will be a gift to their country.

We call for the establishment of a First Nations Vokce enshrined
in the Constitution.

Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming together
after a struggle. It captures our aspirations for 4 fair and truthful
relationship with the people of Australia and a better future
for our children based on justice and self-determination.

We seck a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of
agreement-making between governments and First Nations
and truth-telling about our history.

In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard, We leave
base camp and start our trek across this vast country. We invite
you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian peaple for
a better future,
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Inquest into the death of Kumanjayi Walker:
) V. + E ZUcAU CUAY

NT Royal Commission into Youth Detention
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Peggy Dwyer SC and + NT Royal Commission into .
Youth Detention ; , , i







Don Dale,
Behavioural
Management
Unit

Dylan Voller, Credit: SBS, 2016



INQUEST INTO THE DEATH
OF KUMANJAY| WALKER




to be said

that's all that needs
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KITH
AND KIN

Archie Moore
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THE PEOPLE
SMUGGLING
PROSECUTIONS







PAUL
BYRNE SC

Credit ¢ 6 UJr EU AuU ¢ CCO | ¢
Byrne SC Memorial Lecture 22 June
2022, Justice Hamill



