The Congregational Church of Westborough

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581

Communion Sunday

January 4, 2026
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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!




WELCOME!

To our worshipping community, especially to parents: God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we
give smiles of encouragement to parents!

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here!
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH”
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor — Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music — Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org
Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed — Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells — westcongmusic@gmail.com
Lisa Coffey, Administrator — Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org

Office hours: Monday — Closed, Tuesday — Friday 9am — 1pm
Church office phone (508)366-2000

General Church email — info@uccwestboro.org Church website- www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.instagram.com/uccwestboro

Statement of Inclusion

We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure,
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability. We say, and mean,
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief
in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to
proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.
We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in
this congregation.



mailto:Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

January 4, 2026 Epiphany

*The Congregation is invited to stand.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US 10:00 AM
INVITING THE WORD
WELCOME Rev. Betsy Dorsi

*OPENING MUSIC

*HYMN #469 “I Am the Light of the World!” (vs 1,2,3) LIGHT OF THE WORLD

*HYMN #151 “The First Noel” (vs 1 & 2) THE FIRST NOEL

*CALL TO WORSHIP Barbara Noeth
One: People of God arise, shine, for your light has come.

Many: The light of Christ has come onto the world.

One: We will follow the light when it shines brightly in the dark sky and when it glows dimly
in the far distance.

Many: We will follow the light down familiar paths and unknown roads.

One: We will lift up our eyes and look around,

Many: And when we see the Christ Child, our hearts will be full of joy and our knees will
bend in worship.

*GATHERING PRAYER (Unison) Barbara Noeth
Lord Jesus, as we remember the Magi who traveled far, led by a star to find You, may our eyes
be open to the stars You set before us. As we look for guidance, may we discern Your will and
take comfort in Your presence. We ask this in Your sacred name; Child of Bethlehem and we
continue to pray using Your own words...

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Lord Jesus, we confess that sometimes we keep our head low and avert our gaze because we
are afraid of what You might show us. There is so much suffering all around us and often we
don’t feel courageous enough to get involved in the healing. We doubt our gifts will help.
Have mercy on us for avoiding the people You send us to heal. Forgive us for not trusting You
to help us. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

RECEIVING THE WORD
SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:1-12 (pew Bible pg. 508)
SERMON “God Sightings” Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*HYMN #161 “I Wonder as | Wander” (vs 1,2,4) | WONDER AS | WANDER

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

BEING THE CHURCH
PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Betsy Dorsi

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation Barbara Noeth
At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have chosen
to give God back for God’s ministry.Barbara Noeth

The morning offering will now be received.

Offertory “Christmas Hallelujah” Music by Leonard Cohen
Joseph Stillitano

I've heard about this baby boy who's come to earth to bring us joy,
And | just want to sing this song to you.

It goes like this, the fourth, the fifth, the minor fall, the major lift;
With every breath, I'm singing Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

A couple came to Bethlehem expecting child, they searched the inn
To find a place, for You were coming soon.

There was no room for them to stay, so in a manger filled with hay
God's only Son was born, oh, Hallelujah. Hallelujah.



The shepherds left their flocks by night to see this baby wrapped in light,

A host of angels led them all to You.

It was just as the angels said, "You'll find Him in a manger bed;"

Immanuel and Savior, Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

A star shone bright, up in the east to Bethlehem, the wise-men three

Came many miles and journeyed long for You.

And to the place at which You were, their frankincense and gold and myrrh,

They gave to You and cried out Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

I know You came to rescue me, this baby boy would grow to be,

A man and one day die for me and you.

My sins would drive the nails in You, that rugged cross was my cross too;

Still every breath You drew was Hallelujah. Hallelujah.
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*DOXOLOGY

“For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)

Barbara Noeth

Jesus, with joyful hearts we bring You our talents, time and treasure. Help us make good use

of our offering for the work of Your church. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(Communion at our church is open to all. All bread is gluten free)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book)
INVITATION

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) Rev. Betsy Dorsi
Dear Jesus, God incarnate, one of us, we thank You for feeding us food from heaven. May this
memorial meal bring us closer to You and to all members of the Christian family. May we be
strengthened, made wide and courageous for the Kin-dom work You have called us to do.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN #172 “We Three Kings” KINGS OF ORIENT

*BENEDICTION

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now in Peace” Composed by Joyce Elaine Eilers
JoySpring Songbook #25

*POSTLUDE

Barbara Noeth serves as liturgist today.
Linda Borglund and Elizabeth Kafig are deacons of the day.

Prayers
Continued Prayers: Bev Hall; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Carolyn Bent;
Diane Travers; Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Ron, brother-in-law to Betty & Ted;
Betty Simino; Donna Morgan’s nephew, Peter Jacunski; The family of Grover Morgan, Jr., Tom's
brother; Paula Tashjian; Debbie Grega — Amy Glennon’s mother; Betty Gray’s niece Heather;
Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby.

Celebration: Tom Dwyer’s daughter Emily and husband lan gave birth to a baby boy, Rory
Cosgrove Doyle.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP —JAN 5™
Women’s Fellowship will meet in the vestry (Fellowship Hall) at 6 :30 PM on Monday,
January 5, 2026. Supper will be served (salad, fruit, bread, veggie lasagna, and meat lasagna
with fruit punch). We will be taking down Christmas decorations and putting everything
away. Come eat supper and bring a friend or two and see what we are planning on doing for
the year 2026. If you have questions call Cathie Achorn 508-380-8671. Bring a dessert to
share if you wish.

Mission: “The Little Food Pantry” bring items that won'’t freeze like snacks, cereal, pasta,
feminine products, toilet paper etc.




CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Next Saturday, Jan 10*at 11 am, there will be a celebration of life for Rev. Bob Brown. A
collation will follow in Fellowship Hall. If anyone would like to bake it would be very much
appreciated as we are expecting a large turnout. Thank you.

BELL REHEARSAL
There will be no bell rehearsal during the month of January.

STEWARDSHIP 2026
“DREAMING GOD’S DREAM” “NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG”

The Stewardship Committee sincerely thanks the 72 pledges which have been received to
date. The pledges for operating expenses total $217,992 towards a goal of $247,446. We
continue to follow up with previous pledgers but ask that all members be sure to pledge to
support the church’s continued spiritual offerings and community outreach--every
contribution is needed.

MISSIONS
Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of January, the Westborough Food Pantry is in need
the following: Maple / pancake syrup, cookies, tea, hot chocolate, toothbrushes - adult and
child, toothpaste, dish detergent. The Westborough Food Pantry has thanked us for our
continued support in helping to feed local families in need. Please continue to consider
donating additional (non-perishable) food of all sorts to the white box. Thank you. The
Mission Team

Dismas House — Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts? If so,
please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House. The men are working towards
re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison. They
really love home cooked meals. If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can probably
arrange to bring the meal. If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with you. You
can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal. Nothing fancy, just a tasty
meal. If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES ON WESTBOROUGH TV
Exciting news from our collaboration with Westborough TV! Our Sunday services will be
replayed TWICE a week every week. You'll be able to watch us on Mondays at 6:30PM
(please note, this is a half hour later than we have been), and again on Thursdays at
6:30PM. As a reminder, we're on Verizon channel 2124 (High Definition) and Verizon 24 &
Charter 191 (regular definition)
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Jan 4 Communion Sunday
10:00 AM  Worship & Sunday School
11:30 AM  Deacons’ Meeting

Jan§ Monday - Office Closed
6:00 PM Women’s Fellowship/Vestry

Jan 6 Tuesday
6:30 PM Building Committee Meeting/Kerygma Rm

Jan7 Wednesday - EVANGEL DEADLINE
3:30-4:30 PM Journey Home Singers
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

Jan 8 Thursday
Jan9 Friday
Jan 10 Saturday

11:00 AM Rev. Bob Brown’s Celebration of Life

Jan 1l Sunday
10:00 AM  Worship & Sunday School



