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From the Pastor’s Desk:  
Holistic Stewardship for Lent

Rev. Rob Blezard wrote: 
“For centuries Lutherans 
have observed Lent with 
passionate devotion and 
prayerful attention to 
spiritual disciplines. These 
faith practices strengthen 
our souls and open our 
hearts to the resurrected 
Christ at Easter”.

One of those spiritual 
disciplines is stewardship.  
We often think about 
stewardship as being about 
money.  But stewardship is 
not just about how we use our financial abundance; it’s 
about ALL the blessings that God has given us – our 
health, our family and friends, our faith, our time, our 
intelligence, and so on.

Just as holistic medicine takes a “big picture” view 
of physical health as a dynamic interconnection of our 
body’s systems, holistic stewardship helps us see and 
appreciate all our gifts in relationship to one another.

For instance, how does your stewardship of time 
interact with your stewardship of your relationships 
or health? How might more-thoughtful stewardship of 
your time improve your relationships or your health? 
How might better stewardship of time, relationships 
and health improve your financial abundance?

When you examine your stewardship of these and 
all your gifts and how they interconnect, you can find 
more meaning and purpose as a disciple of Jesus.  To get 
there, let’s try something new.  For the 40 days of Lent, 
let’s focus on just five major categories of the blessings 
God has given you using the acronym FAITH:

Family and friends – nurturing relationships. 
Abundance -- finance and material possessions. 
Intelligence – your mind and special talents. 
Time -- living fully 24/7. 
Health – physical and emotional wellness.

Spend 15 minutes every day to prayerfully ponder 
and meditate on these FAITH blessings. Keep a prayer 
journal or notebook to help you process and connect.

• First, consider your blessings in each category, 
thanking God for them.

• Reflect on how they 
interrelate to give you joy 
and purpose and meaning.

• Ask God to help you use 
these gifts more wisely and 
fully for God’s purposes.

• Imagine God blessing 
and enriching your life as 
you learn to steward these 
gifts in a way that they    
will support and enhance 
one another.

This Lent, let holistic 
stewardship help us to 
envision our gifts and 

life more fully in God’s reality, the reality called the 
Reign of God. It’s the Reign that Jesus preached and 
proclaimed, which he brought to fulfillment with the 
victory over death that we celebrate at Easter.  Enjoy 
this exercise and keep me posted on your progress.   

Your Sister in Christ, 
Pastor Debbie

Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 
permission.  Pastor Blezard served as an assistant to the 
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and worked as 
content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 



Every Wednesday, we are having evening services 
at 7:00 p.m. with alternating weeks at St. John’s UCC.  
Before each service there will be a potluck dinner at 
6:00 p.m.  See the weekly bulletin inserts for what 

to bring on the dates that 
Grace hosts.  The services 
will feature some special 
monologues from Biblical 
characters with a time of 
testimony and reflections 
during worship.  These will 
be special Lenten events you 
don’t want to miss.
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News

Pastoral Acts
Pastor Debbie made nine visits since the 

last printing of The Beacon

Council Meeting Overview February 8:

Guest speaker Micah Heckert of LifePath Christian 
Ministries shared the mission and services provided 
by the organization. LifePath works to help support 
the homeless in and around York. There was time for 
questions and discussion as to how we can work as 
partners to expand services in Red Lion. A further 
discussion among our group ensued after his departure 
to ensure that we will continue to stay aware and work 
as a church to solve homeless problems in our area.

Brownie Troop is holding a sleepover at the Church. 

The Lenten offering will be donated to LifePath 
Ministries this year.

We are working on a date to have the Red Lion Felton 
Band back this summer for another Ice Cream Social.

We are reintroducing quarterly in person committee 
meetings. They will be held on the following dates:  
February 16, May 18, August 17 and November 16.

Thanks,
Joe Turek

Sunday School News
We are continuing our 

Lenten series studying the 
risks that we take as we follow 
Jesus through the Lenten 
journey to the cross.  Come 
and step into the stories in 
the scriptures and experience 
God’s grace in our lives.  We 
look forward to seeing you!

Lenten Wednesday Worship

Graceful Women will meet to 
discuss the year ahead and 

plan our events.  All women are 
welcome to join.  We will meet on 

March 2 at 7:00 p.m.
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

erma’s inspirations

What’s in the display case?

The Display Case features Noah.  Here 
are some interesting Facts about Noah:

•Noah had three sons - Shem, Ham and
  Japheth.
•He was 500 years old when he had his
  three sons.
•Methuselah was Noah’s Grandpa.
•Lamech was Noah’s Dad.
•The Ark’s wood is a mystery.
•It took over 100 years to build the Ark.

•The Ark had three stories and a roof with a small
  opening below it, but NO steering wheel.
•It was made to float, and God steered the ship at
  will.
•It rained for 40 days and 40 nights.
•Noah and his wife were on the Ark for one year and 
  ten days.
•After coming off the Ark, God showed a rainbow
  as a sign of his promise for all mankind that he 
  would never flood the Earth like that again.

Book Club
Our book of the month is The 

Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen 83 
¼ Years Old by Hendrick Groen 
(a pseudonym of Peter de Smet.  
Goodreads.com has this to say 
about the book:

Technically speaking, Hendrik Groen is....elderly. 
But at age 83 1/4, this feisty, indomitable curmudgeon 
has no plans to go out quietly. Bored of weak tea and 
potted geraniums, exasperated by the indignities of 
aging, Hendrik has decided to rebel--on his own terms. 
He begins writing an exposé: secretly recording the 
antics of day-to-day life in his retirement home, where 
he refuses to take himself, or his fellow "inmates," too 
seriously.

With an eccentric group of friends he founds the 
wickedly anarchic Old-But-Not-Dead Club--"Rule #3: 
No Whining Allowed"--and he and his best friend, 
Evert, gleefully stir up trouble, enraging the home's 
humorless director and turning themselves into 
unlikely heroes. And when a sweet and sassy widow 
moves in next door, he polishes 
his shoes, grooms what's left of 
his hair, and determines to savor 
every ounce of joy in the time he 
has left, with hilarious and tender 
consequences.

If you would like a copy of the 
book, please see either Geri Jacobs 
or Jen Rudolf.  Our meeting is 
on March 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Welcome Center.

Thank you
Thank you to the people that donated food and all 

the helpers that made the Pasta Bowl a fun event.  We 
made $734 through donations for the roof repairs.  
(Of course the vote was heavily skewed in the Eagles’ 
direction!)  Thank you everyone who participated and 
made donations.
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We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Here are the events for March 
at our Lutheran Camps in the 
area.  For more information 
about these events or to 
sign up, call 717-677-8211 
or visit the website:  www.
lutherancamping.org

Lenten Day Apart– March 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
at the Whittel Farm.  Begin your Lenten journey to 
Easter by joining us for a day apart.

Quilting Weekend–March 17-19 at Kirchenwald.  
Bring your own projects or learn techniques from 
experienced quilters.  Enjoy a weekend apart.

Summer Camp Open House–March 19 from 2 -          
4:30 p.m. at both Kirchenwald and Nawakwa.  You are 
invited to visit Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on March 
19 or April 16. Take a tour of camp with members of 
our summer staff and see what camp is all about. As a 
bonus, we will give a $10 gift certificate for the camp 
store to every brand new camper!

Wittel Farm Growing Project Open House – March 19 
from 2 - 4:30 p.m. at the Whittel Farm.  You are invited 
to visit The Wittel Farm on March 19 or April 16. Take 
a tour of the Growing Project with members of our 
staff and see what the farm is all about.

Lutheran Camping 

pasta bowl highlights
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Wedding Anniversaries

March Celebrations

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

  During the month of January, the Parish Education 
committee sponsored Card Making in the Welcome 
Center.  During those Sundays, members of the church 
carefully created cards that were sent to every family 
in our congregation.  It was a wonderful experience 
for everyone… the creators and the recipients.  
Unfortunately, the Elmer’s glue sticks did not keep 
things together so some people got a card with many 
little pieces in the envelope.  We are sure it was confusing 
to those who opened their envelopes, but hopefully 
this will explain the weirdness.  After thinking about 

this occurrence, 
perhaps this was 
God’s message 
that we all need to 
stick together as 
we use our faith 
to experience 
failures and 
successes here at 
Grace Lutheran 
Church.

23- Kay & Raymond Mansberger
23- Robert & Cindy Strobeck
25- Karen & Thomas Traina
27- Will & Robin Bennett

02- Patricia Golden
02- Brian Shaffer
03- Barbara Taute
04- Joyce Arnold
04- Lynn Herbst
05- Doris Jones
05- Joshua Ricci
06- Brett Fishel
07- Carly Bennett
09- Suzanne Laucks Bova
10- Geraldine Jacobs
10- Taylor Jones
12- Jacob Hartman
12- Kirt Peters
14- Marie Fales
15- Amy Hartman

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
March’s flowers:

April’s flowers:

15- Kenneth Turner
16- April Gaeta
17- Celeste Barnhill
21- Alyssa Francis
23- Richard Jacobs
23- Tom Kerr
24- Joshua Arnold
25- Robert Haag
27- Kendra Shaffer
28- Sandy Shaffer
28- Sara Vigna
29- James Fishel
29- Gretchen Grim
30- Thomas Kuhn
30- Luke Shaffer
31- Dalton Fishel

02-In memory of deceased members of the 
Golden & Coeyman families by Mr & Mrs 
Ron Golden
09-In memory of Atty & Mrs Samuel S 
Laucks Jr & Mr & Mrs John S Kopec by Dr 
& Mrs Samuel S Laucks

 -The altar cross is in memory of the 
deceased family members of the Turner & 
Kupp families
16-In memory of Atty & Mrs Samuel 
Laucks Sr by the family
23-In memory of the deceased members 
of the choir by Richard Rhine
30-The altar flowers are presented to the 
glory of our risen Lord

06-The altar flowers are presented to the 
glory of God
12-The altar flowers are in memory of 
Mary E Rhine and Mr & Mrs Richard 
Rhine
19-In honor of our children Ryan, Emily & 
their spouses & our grandchildren by the 
Strobeck family
26-In memory of the deceased member of 
the Fishel Family by Dee Bowles & family

WE’VE COME UNGLUED!!

The Beacon Mourns One of 
Our Own

It is with great sadness that we remember our sister, 
Ottilie Grim.  She was a beloved copy proofreader for 
The Beacon for many years.  She had been unable to 
continue her duties in the last few years, and since 
then, there has been a noticeable absence behind the 
scenes.  She loved the English language, reading and 
grammar.  Ottilie volunteered for The Beacon because 
she said it reminded her of when she would assist her 
parents (both teachers) to grade papers as a young girl.    
We will miss her.
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