.
Give 3 smile,
Get one back,
Give 3 hug
And see the smile...

It’s Happening at Grace

s

' Qﬁ f:rom the Fastof’s

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ
will come again. '

Youknow whattimeitis! It'smyannual }
“Remember it's not Christmas, it's.
Advent! So don’t rush the celebration—
keep waiting and preparing” schpeil
Except this year, I don't want to talk
about our usual preparations and let me
tell you why.

Like some of you, this Christmas
season seems to have a weight on it for
our family that makes the typical jo
and levity of the Advent season a litt
more complicated. We are grieving th
death of a sweet baby boy thattwo of ou
dearest friends held for only one short *
month before his sudden fpassing. Their

ain and loss is difficult for us as a family because we

ate seeing them go throu&h this hell, we miss sweet
baby Jackson and mourn all the possibilities of who he
was called to be, and because it brings to the surface
our own pain from a miscarriage we experienced
almost three years ago. Needless to say, the pain of
losing a loved one never fully leaves you. This holiday
season, that is at the forefront of my mind as I prepare
for worship and discern what the I—¥oly Spirit is calling
me to proclaim from the pulpit.

You can imagine, then, that the thought of celebrating
Christmas wi images of a perfect little baby, even
one that is the Messiah, is, well ...complicated. There
is much about the God-made-flesh in the form of a
baby born to a poor, unwed country girl that speaks
incredibly powerful and good news to us, good news
that will probably be at the forefront of my Christmas
sermon. As the month starts out, | have been finding
myself drawn to a different side to our Advent
preparations— one we often overlook in our journey
toward the manger.

Advent is the season of preparation for Christmas,
when we celebrate Christ coming into our world.
Yet, it is not simply about his first coming, born in a
stable in Bethlehem; it is also the celebration of Christ’s
promised return, in triumph and ultimate glory. It is
at this time, when Christ will come again that we will
celebrate that God has promised that there will be a
day when God lives fully among us and when there
will be no more crying or mourning or pain. There will
be no death.

Lutheran!

ﬁcember, 5019
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=<0 Come, O Come [T mmanuel

That is why our popular Advent
. hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
is 80 timeless: because it is not just a
hymn that reflects on the longings of
our faithful ancestors many hundreds
and thousands of years ago. It is our
hymn for today, as' we plead for Christ
0 return and make us whole, and
eunite us with all of our dear departed
oved ones. It is our deepest desire as
we watch an increasingly polarized
world, both in governments and
. religious institutions, and in our own
- families and church. It is what we wait
. and prepare for as we feel the darkness
- pushing inwards on us.

That is what Advent is about: living
in the liminal space between when
God came to us as the Messiah born in a manger and
when God will return as the Messiah crucified and
risen. In this in-between time of “now and not yet” we

articipate in the ways that God continues t6 comes
Into our broken, messy lives and we pray that God will
hurry up and come.

As you deck the halls and bake all the things, I hope
you will join me on Sundays and Wednesday evenings
to mark this season of Advent with our communal
pleas for Christ to return. Take a few minutes to gather
and prepare together as we wait for a day when all will
be as it should be, made whole through Emmanuel.

(continued on page 2)

Inside t ue

CoUNCIl NeWS. .o ecesereerresesreesseeese somveesssesa
| Pastoral ActS....ccvecvinecresveeeivressessennn.
! Christmas Service Schedule....nnnnn...n.
Caroling Event.......ivvcinersseeeeres s
Advent Schedule....o.ovovivnieeeeeeerveeeeeeeesee,
| Pointsettias
i 125th Anniversary Committee News...ooo.o......
| Combined Worship on December 2g...................
| BOOK Chub.....cosiiiicevccctereer e

..............................................

..............................................

i Church Family News......couovecvrennnan,
t T.O.G.5. NeWws..oeveeeevernernn,
{ Lutheran Camping News
| Birthdays, Anniversaries & Flowers...............
i Calendar

.....................................................




(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)
O come, 0 come Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here.
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Waiting alongside you,
your sister-in-Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

5:30pm  Contemporary w/ Holy Communion
and Candlelight

10:45pm  Traditional w/ Holy Communion
and Candlelight
{music start at 10:30)

Pastoral Acts

On Tuesday, November 19, 2019, sweet
baby Jackson Everett Buehner Minnick
was commended to God’'s eternal care.
Jackson’s parents, Katie and Andrew,
are dear friends of Pastor Courtney and
Pastor Ben and have worshipped with

us here at Grace on numerous occasions. 'lPhe service
was held at Frostburg United Methodist Church in
Frostburg, Maryland; Pastor Courtney and Pastor Ben
Eresided alongside the family’s pastor, the Rev. Dr.

yle Durban. Please keep Jackson's family and friends
in your prayers as we grieve his death and search for
comfort in Christ’s promise of Resurrection.

On Thursday, November 21, 2019, Ned Kinard
was commended to God’s eternal care in a service
of Christian memorial at Eberly Funeral Home in
Dallastown, Pennsylvania. Pastor Courtney attended
the service on behalf of Grace Lutheran Church, and
shared with Ned’s wife, Julia, and the family, our
love and support. Pastor Beth Schlegle, who serves
at St. Peter’s Lutheran (York) and rist Lutheran
(Manchester) presided, as a longtime friend and
neighbor of the Kinard family.

CHURCH(

As we are approaching the year ° v
end, T hope you will join me one more time to thank the

outgoing Council Members for all of your hard work.
o Dylan Rexroth
0 Priscilla Turek
0  Drew Walker
o  Cora Sue Herbst

Also welcome to the recently elected new Council
Members. We look forward to all of the talents you are
able to bring to the table.

Amy Hartman

Riley Bowles

Mark Einsig

Veronica Carter

Deb Warntz (1 Year Term)

QOoO0OOO0

We have a couple of volunteer opportunities that will
be starting in the new year.

1)  We are looking for volunteers to start working
the welcome center. %hjs would require you to assist
with the welcome center 15 minutes prior to each
service. We are looking for people who will be able to
great members and visitors alike. Please don’t worry
we will train you. If interested we will have a signup
sheet at the welcome center.

2)  In an effort to reduce expenses we are going
to start cleaning the Church in January. We will be
putting together an assignment list for people to sign
up to support for the month. The sign-up list will be at
the welcome station. Those who sign-up will be able
to access the building during normal office hours and
an one evening a week (tentatively Tuesday).

Thanks in advance for those who will volunteer to
continue to support what we do here at Grace. As
we enter the Cli'frishnas Season, I want to say a special
thank you to all that everyone has done to support
Grace and the activities at Grace. As you share your

ifts it allows our light to shine that much brighter. 1

ope everyone has a blessed Christmas Season.

Joe Turek

Raut To Beceive Ghe Bedcon
Electbronicdglly?
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.
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TARTING AT N
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH -~ 3
(220 N CHARLES ST
AND RETURNING FOR HOT 3
COCOA AND CODKTES! - i

POINSETTIAS FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

Each year, the beauty of our holiday decorations
enhances our worship experience: the glorious tree,
the balcony garland, and the Eve candielight. We invite
you to honor or remember loved .
ones by adding poinsettias to the
array. Thisdyear they will cost $
a piece and you can select red
white or pink. Please sign up
using the sheets and enclosun
envelopes for payment in the j
Welcome Center. ~ Orders must
be completed by December 2.

ANNIVERSARY
COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Anniversary Committee thanks all the people
who helped make our Holiday Bazaar a big success.
Many people from our congregation, as well as the
Red Lion community attended and purchased items
from our tables and from well stocked venders. The
kitchen staff sold out of food. Volunteers from Grace
worked diligently to prepare and assist Saturday.

Final tally of all proceeds was not available as of the
deadline for this newsletter, but the committee feels our
goals were met. Over all evaluation will be completed
at the next
Anniversary
Committee
Thursday,
December 5.

WWW GRACELUTHERAN.Col




BOOK CLUB

s Walk Two Moons by

com has this to say about
the book:

o "How about a story?
Spin us a yarn." Instantly, Phoebe Winterbottom came
to mind. " could tell you an extensively strange story,”
[ warned. "Oh, good!" Gram said. "Delicious!” And
that is how I happened to tell them about Phoebe, her
disappearing mother, and the lunatic. :

As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's
outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold —
the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is
to be reunited with her missing mother. o

In her own award-winning style, Sharon Creech
intricately weaves together two
tales, one funny, one bittersweet,
to create a heartwarming,
compelling, and utterly moving
story of love, loss, and the
complexity of human emotion.

We meet to discuss the book
every third Thursday of the
month. Our next meeting is
December 19 at 6:30 p.m. If you
would like a copy of the book, see
Geri Jacobs or ]E:nnjfer Rudolf.

There are several events
coming up in December. Be a part
of the season by attending one or all:

December 5 at 6:00 WE.m.ol?.Sth
Anniversary Committee will meet

December 5 at 7:00 p.m. - Graceful
Women's Meeting

December 20 7-8:30 p.m.- Christmasg
Caroling. Meet at the church for some
festive Christmas caroling through
the streets of Red Lion

Wednesdays December 4, 11, 18 at
7:00 p.m.- Midweek Advent Worship.

Christmas Eve Worship  5:30 p.m.

and 10:45 p.m. (with Musical Preﬁlde
beginning at 10:30 p.m.) Come shar
“the joy of the season and the pea
s Christmas Eve

Our book for this month
' Sharon Creech. Goodreads, = 3

23 CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

y A NOTE OF THANKS TO
\ 2 IGRACE

W Y Connie Heiss & Family would
{3 Tike to extend special thanks to the
members of Grace Lutheran Church for our cards,
kindnesses, and support in the sudden loss of Jerry.

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary
- Showcase

Our Christmas Showcase will be filled
¢ with "Old Fashion" Christmas items with
- an old time Santa, a display of pictures
: of old and new Christmas Trees with
Chrismons and "old toys" plus things
many of us have used, played with and
> have stored in our memories of time past.

DO YOU KNOW?

1. Do you know the year the first Chrismons were
made by the Lutheran Church Women and during
whose ministry?

2. Do you know the year the "beaded Chrismons"
were made by volunteer members of our Church and
during whose ministry?

{Answers on page 5)

HOW TO SUBMIT TO |
THE NEWSLETTER

{il We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
1 newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people I

l

about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate 3 victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

tsdrmrar e

“If you are comfortable with computers, you l
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com. l
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
| or.pdffile. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your

sub};niss%on in}Zhle? ma}ﬂbox mgrke(i, ‘newsletter’

outside the office door. The mailboxes are I
located on a table across the hall. !

1 Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. 'If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in eveg Iil

submission so the editor can get in touch to clari
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthlir
submission or arficle, we welcome that as well.

SRR
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T.0.G.S NEWS

e table in the welcome center
parlor to finish your Christmas
hopping list and raise some
money for a good cause. Order

from the Pampered Chef catalog.

. : The T.0.G.s are making cookies
and_blankets on December 8 after the traditional
service.

LUTHERAN CAMPING
Herearethe Decemberevents . :

sponsored by the Lutheran '
éixm ing Corporation. If you
would Iike more information
or to sign up, visit the website
lutherancampingcor oration
com or call 717-677-8211.

ADVENT DAY APART: December 7 @ 9:00 a.m. -
2:00 p.m. at the Wittel Farm. Join us for an Advent
Day Apart at The Wittel Farm, a day of Bible study,
worship, and prayerful reflection as we seek to prepare
for the coming of the Christ. Led by: Rev. Karen
Minnich-Sadler. Registration fee includes lunch. This
event costs $15.

ANNUAL ADVENT/CHRISTMAS IN THE BARN:
December 22 @ 6:30 p-m. - 8:00 p.m. at the Wittel Farm.
Annual Advent/Christmas in the Barn: 7:00 pm. (no
dinner) Cookies and Cocoa at 6:30 p-m. This event is
free.

LAY
:
i

‘Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

December’s flowers:

01 - Presented to God as we prepare for
the coming on His Son
08 — Presented to the Glory of God and
the advent of His birth
15 - Presented by Sara, Maggie, Kelly
& Jud Stauffer in honor of Sandy &
Joe Stauffer and Donna & Sterling
:-. Krout
22 ~ In memory of Bernice & Clark Jacobs
by the Jacobs family :
617, 24— Christmas Hve
~ 29 - In memory of Cheslin & Lottie
Wagner by Dean & Linda Anderson

# .

Sutﬁport the TOGS fundraiser! -
See

December
@@E@kxaemicﬂs |

02- Grant Stanley
02- Sharon Stein”
03- Carol Coeyman
03~ Grayson rey.
05- Kei
05- Emeline Oster
05- Ofelia Osterhaus
06~ Jessica Johnston
07- Scott Hildebrand
07- Madison Ruth
08- Carolyn Noll

08- Andrea Sprenkle
10- George
11- Karen Traina
13- Jennifer Golden
13- Kevin Shaffer
15- Cindy Strobeck
16- Blaine Howard
17- Josie Flo

17- Jamie Golden

Weé%y Anniversaries

26- Dee & Tom Kerr

McCleargr_ .
aus

cCallum

appy Bisvmday . j-

17- Hazel Hammers
18- Angie Kicas

18- Krista Kiehner
18- Gary Krout

21- Markley Krout
21- Brayden Krout
25- The Holy Child
26~ Chris Jacobs
28- Mark Rehman
29- John Jones

29- Amy Shoffner
30- Sandra Stauffer
31- Paul Vigna

e
T N

27-David & Shelley Fishel
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Answers from Display Case on page4
1. Pastor Clapper's ministry in 1967
2. Pastor Anna's ministry in 2005
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