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Welcoming. Nurturing. Serving.

December 7, 2025 at 11AM
Second Sunday of Advent



WE GATHER IN PRAISE

GREETING
DEDICATION OF CHOIR ROBES

PR ELUDE Coventry Carol
Jubilate Handbell Choir

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

Cynthia Dobrinski

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MESSAGE

Gracious God, your Son Jesus Christ opened wide the gate of heaven,
making plain the way that leads to eternal joy: Grant that we who have been
buried with Christ in baptism and raised to new life may strive courageously
for the freedom and peace of the world; through the same your Son, Jesus
Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.

- William Peterson (2008), The Advent Project

* ADVENT HYMN TFWS 2089 Wiild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S VOICE

Speak to us, Lord.

Speak to us in the waiting, the watching,

the hoping, the longing,

the sorrow, the sighing, the rejoicing.

Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days,

and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen.

LA GRANGE

Laura Lee Dooley

- Rev. Andy James, Liturgy Link

The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God.

ACT OF PRAISE Advent Joy

Combined Chapel/Youth Choirs

* GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 [N.T. 2-3]

The Word of God for God’s People. Thanks be to God.

Not 6 7
Rev. Christian White

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-10 [O.T. 640-641] Laura Lee Dooley

Hal H. Hopson

Beth Strausser



WE RESPOND WITH JOY

CALL TO PRAYER UMH 196 (v.1) Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HveryooL
PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD
INVITATION, CONFESSION, AND PARDON

*THE PEACE
INVITATION TO OFFERING/PRAYER
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree Arr. Simon Andrews
Chancel Choir
* DEDICATION OF GIFTS UMH 87 (v.4) What Gift Can We Bring ANNIVERSARY SONG
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let’s think about God.
We’re thinking about God.
Let’s pray and thank God for everything God does for us.
Thanking God is a joyful thing to do!
And so we say together:
Holy, holy, holy God,
God of power and might! The whole world is full of your glory.
Hosanna!
Blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Hosanna!
And so we say together:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
THE LORD’S PRAYER UMH 895
RECEIVING THE ELEMENTS
COMMUNION MUSIC Greensleeves Arr. Chip Davis
Susan Fredenburg, clarinet; Louise Wilson, piano
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING
*HYMN UMH 203 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed ELLACOMBE
* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
POSTLUDE Traditions of Christmas Arr. Chip Davis

Susan Fredenburg, clarinet; Louise Wilson, piano



An Order for the Dedication of Choir Robes

In Memory of Gerry Hebert
Fairlington United Methodist Church ~ December 7t 2025

Pastor: Fairlington United Methodist Chancel Choir, Seraphim Choir and Jubilate Handbell Choir: We
celebrate with you today the gift of these robes. When you wear them, you give them meaning and voice.
The robes set you apart as worship leaders through music. Will you wear them with humility and
compassion when you sing and ring bells in songs of praise and thanksgiving?

Choir and Ringers: We will serve the Lord our God with all our hearts.

Pastor: Congregation, before you stand your siblings in Christ who lead us in worship through music. Will
you lift them up in your prayers, that they may faithfully fulfill their mission as musicians and share their
gifts in the worship of God?

Congregation: We will remember them in our prayers and encourage them in their service.

Pastor: Today we present these robes to the glory of God and for the enrichment of the worship life of
this church and its members. And, we dedicate them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Pastor: Let us pray - Living God, we your people have worshiped you through Psalms, songs, and hymns.
We give thanks for those who have answered your call to special service in these choirs. Empower those
who wear them for your service so that the music they offer may always bless those who worship here.
And may all of our music join with the heavenly choirs in praise and honor of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.



CHRIST’S PROMISED COMING

Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice 2089
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Words © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.; music © 1996 Selah Publishing Co.



PROMISED COMING

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 196
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THE GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD

What Gift Can We Bring

87

WORDS: Jane Marshall, 1980
MUSIC: Jane Marshall, 1980

© 1982 Hope Publishing Co.
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895 FROM THE RITUAL OF THE FORMER
METHODIST CHURCH

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.



PROMISED COMING

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 203
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WORDS: James Montgomery, 1821 (Ps. 72) ELLACOMBE
MUSIC:  Gesangbuch der H. W. k. Hofkapelle, 1784, alt; 76.76 D

adapt. and harm. by W. H. Monk, 1868



Flowers in the Narthex are placed for Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie,
“Happy Birthday from family!”

Fairlington United Methodist Church
Reconciling Statement

Fairlington United Methodist Church proclaims
without reservation God’s unconditional love and
grace, and affirms the dignity and worth of every
person as created in the image of God. We commit
to extend Christ’s gospel hospitality, creating a
place of safety and spiritual sanctuary for all
people. Therefore, this community of faith
welcomes into membership, participation, and
leadership all persons regardless of age, race,
ethnicity, gender, family structure, marital status,
sexual orientation, gender identity, economic
background, political affiliation, physical or
mental ability, faith history, or life experience. We
recognize among us differences in theology and
biblical interpretation, and covenant to accept,
respect, and love one another along our faith
journeys.

As God loves us, so let us love one another.

Y,

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org
Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org
Youth Minister: Logan Wescott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie
Office/Production Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp: holly@fairlingtonumc.org
Ushers: Sarah Laryea, Jordan Albrite, Linda Hauenstein, Alicia Kerry Mica, Edward Ng
Leadership Team Chair: Andrew Hunter: andrewhunter129@outlook.com
Lay Leader: Mark Elder: markuselder@gmail.com
Ushers: Randy Nuckolls, Jordan Albrite, Joan Bready, Alicia Kerry Mica, Wray Sexson
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