Mulberry Street United Methodist Church
Macon, Georgia

The Church at Worship

Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2022
Eleven O’clock

THIRD SUNDAY

Advent

Entrance and Praise
Chiming of the Hour
Opening Voluntary
Welcome and News of the Church Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn
* Hymn No. 196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL
Lighting of Advent Candle Yancey, Whitney, John Emmett, and Emily Mooney

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus.
It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing . . . A highway shall be there, and it
shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no
traveler, not even fools, shall go astray . . . And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (isaiah 35:1-2, 8, 10 NRSV).

The prophet Isaiah tells us about the joy of ascending to God’s house. The prophet tells us to
imagine being set free, being unburdened, being released to live, to fully live in the grace and
wonder of life itself, surrounded by those who love us like no one else. And then he tells us that the
journey to get there is just as much a joy.

We rejoice in God’s justice and mercy, faithful to all generations!

The Psalmist says “Happy are these whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord . . .
who made heaven and earth . . . who keeps faith . . . who executes justice . . . gives food . . . sets
prisoners free . . . opens eyes . . . lifts up . . . watches over . . . upholds . . . The Lord will reign
forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord!” (psalm 146 NRSV)

We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of proclaimed peace, and of deep and everlasting
joy, as a sign that we are those who walk with a skip in our step because we can see the destination,
and it is pure joy. We are ascending to God’s promise.

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation!

Adapted from United Methodist Discipleship Resources, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2022



* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed Rev. Payton Stone

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri REGENT SQUARE

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye who sang
creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth: Come and worship, come and
worship, worship Christ, the new born King.

Proclamation and Response

Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 5t grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time.
Children can be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

New Testament Lesson James 5:7-10 (Pew Bible Page 982) Rev. Payton Stone
* Hymn No. 188 Christ Is the World’s Light CHRISTE SANCTORUM
Anthem In the Bleak Midwinter Gustav Holst

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;

But his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

-Christina Rossetti



* Gospel Lesson Luke 1:46-55 (Pew Bible page 832) Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn

Morning Prayer Rev. Payton Stone
When prompted, the congregation responds:
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Offering of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Johann Gottfried Walther

Doxology ADESTE FIDELES

Oh, come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant,
Oh, come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem
Oh, come and behold Him, born the King of Angels
Oh, come let us adore Him, oh, come let us adore Him
Oh, come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord

Sending Forth

* Hymn No. 218 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear CAROL
Benediction Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn
Choral Benediction In the Bleak Midwinter (stanza 4) Gustav Holst

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

* Please rise in body and/or in spirit
Bold type indicates congregational participation.
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Advent Common Devotional
Why This Jubilee by James C. Howell

Second Sunday Serve
Join us Today for an afternoon of fellowship and service! We
will provide a catered lunch following our worship service
($5/person), and then we will divide up into teams to serve
around the church and Macon community. Service projects
include gardening in the community garden, cleaning and
inventory at Paula’s Closet and Macon Outreach, and caroling
at local nursing homes!

Kids Happy Birthday Jesus Party
Today from 3-5 p.m. here at the church.

Youth Christmas Party
Today from 5-7 p.m. at the Rauls Home.
105 Carrick Way, Macon.

On-Call System
Each week, we will list the staff person on call for the church
with his or her cell phone number. If an emergency, such as a
trip to the hospital, arises after church office hours, please give
a call to that person. On call will run from Thursday (date of
newsletter) through the following Wednesday.

Longest Night Service
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. This service is
designed for when all is not merry and bright. While
Christmas brings joy, it can also bring sorrow, difficult
memories, and melancholy. And that’s okay! Join together in
worship to give space to those emotions and to find
encouragement through being a church family together.

New Enneagram Book Study

Sundays at 5 p.m., starting January 15. We will be reading

Chris Heuertz’s Sacred Enneagram. The book focuses on

spiritual practices to draw us closer to God based on our
unique Enneagram types. This book is great for those famil-

iar with and those new to the Enneagram. We hope you’ll
join us! Plan to purchase the book ahead of time or contact

Dana Goshorn if you need a copy.

Prayer Changes Us by Ted Goshorn
Available for purchase now! Ted's new book explores the
transformative practice of prayer. The book
includes helpful resources on establishing a rhythm of
prayer, including descriptions and how-to guides on types of
prayer, Methodism founder John Wesley’s self-examination
questions, and daily guides for praying the Psalms or all of
scripture throughout the year.

Mulberry to Host Service for Bishop Graves
On Sunday, January 8, 2023, at 4:00p.m. Mulberry will host
a celebration service and reception for South Georgia’s
returning episcopal leader, Bishop David Graves. The special
service is a time for our Annual Conference to gather for
worship and to give thanks for his assignment to the South
Georgia Conference.

Welcome to Mulberry Street United Methodist Church

Welcome to this service of worship! Methodists have worshipped Father, Son and Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826. In four years,
we’'ll celebrate our 200th anniversary! We are a congregation with a deep gratitude and appreciation for how God has moved in our
midst throughout our history. We are listening carefully for the movement of the Holy Spirit, ever fresh, ever new, ever surprising in
our midst. You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation. We invite you to visit us at mulberrymethodist.org and

find us on Facebook. Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be found at tedgoshorn.org.

Please fill out a Connection Card found in the back of the pew if you are visiting with us, would like to sign up for upcoming events,
have a prayer request, or need to update your contact information.

Children’s church is open to children 5th Grade and under each week. Nursery is available for the entire service for children below pre-
kindergarten. Please see an usher for assistance in locating our nursery.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is livestreamed on Facebook. You can download the Sunday bulletin at https://
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/bulletins.

Making Your Offering

You can make your offering to God by scanning the QR code, which will take you directly to our church’s secure website.
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