
January 2026

Dear Friend of St. Mark the Evangelist,

          Well, you’ve heard about it. Folks have talked about it. Now you are holding the fantabulous
pledge packet for the forthcoming Parish Capital Campaign. At this point, do I really need to preach to
you about this project? I mean, come on. Just go in the place and open your eyes. 
          The pews not only look bad, many of them also smell bad. I can understand why they might not
appear so dilapidated to you. It could be because the lighting is so poor. Maybe it is a good thing it’s so
dim in there. It hides the cracks in the Baptismal Font liner. But then again, the dim light aggravates the
trip hazards that abound on the predella (the raised floor around the Altar and Baptismal Font). The
same ones that sent a man to the hospital in an ambulance a few weeks ago. 
          The fund-raiser will shake his head at my crabbed attitude, but I don’t care. The point is plain. We
really need to do something to repair and resuscitate our worship space. That is my position and I
honestly think it is correct, so I am not going to woo you about it like a circus barker trying to sell you
something you do not need. We do need this, so let’s get it done.
          The imperative nature of this project has affected the work of the Paish Administration and
Finance Committee for better than a year and a half. The Diocesan Finance Office has also parsed the
material and financial issues in hours of meetings at the Catholic Chancery downtown involving about
a score of your fellow parishioners. The “Reno” (short for “Renovation”) Committee has worked
harder than anybody else. They have repeatedly met over the last year and a half  in a lot of discussion,
and a little argument, about designs and cost. Now the Liturgical Furnishings Committee is parsing
substrates and select smaller furnishings. All of this is to say that many hundreds of hours, on the part
of many people, have gone into this undertaking. It has involved reclamation projects at old St. Ann. It
has given rise to six town hall meetings. It has occupied time in our liturgies and now spills into after
Mass rendering reviews in the Narthex, for your scrutiny. Through all of this time and effort, we have
been guided by self-evident need, the Church’s liturgical directives, and the “dependably pragmatic
financial ethos” of St. Mark Parish.
          Finally, it is commitment time in our Building for Tomorrow campaign. Again, I ask you to begin
and end the discernment of your gift with prayer. Along the way, please review the material in this
packet. It represents a significant part of our legacy to those who will come after us. I respectfully
encourage you to fill out your enclosed pledge card, then turn it in during Pledge Commitment
Weekend, February 14-15, 2026. 

In our Holy Communion,

Msgr. Bradley S. Offutt
Pastor
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