
Prayers from Sunday, November 30

Christine, the Coleman family, Mary and Buck, Gio, Alphonso and family, Terry, Mikey and family, John, Craig, Kathy K., Brown family, Elvan, 

Cynthia, Tony and family, Grace, Sandy, Donna, Debra and Kathleen, Flor and family, David and Linda, Richard, Monika & Joe, MaryBeth & 
Dean, Chadd & Laura, Barbara & Dan, Louise & Bill, Susan & Charlie, Lea, Dana, Lorraine, Wayne, Suzanne,  Family of Marian, family of June, 

Tura's family, all grieving, caregivers, health professionals.

Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift your prayer requests that were submitted.  Please send your prayer for inclusion 

in the announcements to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org or call  703.671.8557. 

Sanctuary Flowers:  Sponsor a beautiful sanctuary flower arrangement! Dedications for 

the flowers can be in honor of someone, in memory of a loved one, or in celebration of a 
birthday or special occasion. To sign up to sponsor the altar flowers, please fill out the book 

in the Narthex or contact the church office (office@fairlingtonumc.org). The cost of the altar 
flowers is $60 per Sunday, and you may take the flowers with you after worship. 

Fairlington Preschool Open House: The Fairlington Preschool 

is getting ready for next year with an Open House. Prospective 
families are invited to come to the open house on Thursday, 

February 20 from 6:30 – 7:15 PM. For more information about the 
preschool, contact office@fairlingtonumc.org. 

Flower Dedications: The flowers in front of the lectern are in celebration of Tura 

Foster-Gillespie's birthday, from her family. Happy Birthday, Tura!!

Thank You!: …… 

Summer Office Hours: Summer is in full swing so the church staff and clergy will begin limited office hours. Email office@fairlingtonumc.org 

to set up meetings with staff/clergy, inquire about building use or calendar events.

Family Dinner Night: Family Dinner Night is back! Join us on Wednesday, September 10 from 

5:45–7:00 PM for Mexican on the Playground! Enjoy a great meal and fellowship with your church 

family. The cost is $30 per family or $10 per person (financial assistance available). Please RSVP by 
Monday, September 8 at 2:00 PM. Special Note: Bring your own water bottle and blanket! Mark your 

calendar for more Family Dinner Nights coming up on October 8, November 12, December 3, and 
January 14. We can’t wait to see you there! RSVP to Christian at christian@fairlingtonumc.org

While you’re here for dinner, get the kids involved in music ministry! Cherub Choir (age 4–grade 1) 

meets 5:00–5:30 PM, Chapel Choir (grades 2–5) meets 5:30–6:15 PM, and The Joyful Ringers 

handbell choir (grades 2–adult) meets 6:15–6:45 PM. All begin Wednesday, September 10.

22nd Annual Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along: Join us for Fairlington’s 

beloved holiday tradition, the 22nd Annual Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along, on 
Sunday, December 14, 2025, at 4 PM! Experience the joy of this powerful 

community event as we fill the sanctuary with the sounds of Part One and the 
Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s masterpiece. Under the direction of Dr. Louise 

Wilson, this year’s performance features the Amadeus Orchestra and guest 

soloists Rachel Blaustein (soprano), Gregorious Valkenberg (countertenor), 
William Davenport (tenor), and Ross Tamaccio (baritone). The program also 

includes Telemann’s Concerto in G Major for Two Violettas, performed by Mary 
Dausch and Dorothy Couper, violists. Admission and parking are free, and you 

are invited to bring your own Messiah score or purchase one at the door for $10. 

Invite your friends, family, and neighbors to sing, listen, and celebrate this 
joyful Fairlington tradition. Help us spread the word by sharing the Messiah 

Sing-Along post on social media!

Christmas Tree Sale:  The Christmas Tree Sale is underway! The 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Christmas Tree Sale began on 
Friday, November 28, and trees are available for sale daily until they 

sell out. Thank you to everyone who helped unload and set up the 
trees. Volunteers are still needed to help staff the tree lot daily from 9 

AM–8 PM throughout the sale. If you’re available to lend a hand, 

please contact one of the volunteer coordinators: Scott Riley at 
scottr2012@gmail.com or Patrick Teate at patrick.teate@gmail.com.

FREE Community Meals Continue – We need your help!: The Free 

Community Lunch we hosted on Veteran's Day was a wonderful success and 
we plan to host a monthly community dinner on Tuesday Dec. 9th, Jan. 13th, 

Feb. 10th, and March 10th  from 4:30 to 6:30 pm, but we need your help! 
Volunteers are needed to: help set up, prepare food, greet guests, and help 

wash up at the end. If you would like to support in any capacity please reach out 

to Val Berry at valbarlva@aol.com. Click HERE to sign up to volunteer!

Help with the Messiah Reception December 14th: Help celebrate the Messiah Sing-Along by providing food for the reception. We 

request finger food only. BRING YOUR ITEM ON A TRAY READY TO PUT ON THE TABLE. Drop your item in the kitchen before the 
concert. Please contact Holly Sapp: 703-282-1098: holly@fairlingtonumc.org or Lynda West: 703-861-0069 ted.west@comcast.net if you 

have questions.
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Relational Small Groups: Looking to deepen your faith?  Connect with others? 

Fairlington UMC has a Relational Small Group Ministry. Curious?  Read below…

• What is a small group? A small group is an opportunity for individuals to develop 
in their faith and relationship with God by spending time with others engaged in 

conversation.  The hope is that Christian friendship will develop, and our love of 

God will grow.

• What do you do in a small group? You spend time with others talking and hanging out!  There is no curriculum, the group will choose 

what it will do.  You might read a book together, or you might reflect on the sermon each week, or you might read scripture together.  It is 

up to you and your group! Oh, the groups do fun things too- brunch, apple picking, firepits, hiking, and many other fun outings.
• When do we meet? Your small group will decide when you meet.  Ideally, it would be no less than once a month.

• For how long? There is no time limit for how long a small group meets.  Our small groups will be open, that is, membership in the group 
might change as people move away, join the church, or simply want to change their group involvement.

• Interested? Contact our Minister of Congregational Family Life, Rev. Christian White at christian@fairlingtonumc.org

Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 
affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 
operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 
atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

Update From the Finance Committee: It is hard to believe that summer is almost here, and we are nearly halfway through the year!  The 

Finance Committee would like to share the current status of the church’s operating budget as of April 2025:

April 2025

2025 Budget % of Budget

$324,504 $1,002,610 32%

$283,642 $984,865 29%

We are on track with our budget and want to thank the congregation for their continuing financial support and giving to our church’s operations.  

In addition to giving to the operating budget, the Committee wants to highlight the extra generosity of this congregation in second mile giving to 

support Reconciling Sunday, Rise Against Hunger, disaster relief, and initial dedicated funding to address the church roof.  Thank you 
Fairlington!

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” from 10 AM – 12 PM at Alexandria Pastry Shop 

on June 4. We will be taking a break from Coffee Shop hours for the remainder of the summer.  Join her for some 
coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! 

2025 Virginia UMC Annual Conference Summary: Fairlington’s delegates—Mark Elder, Nana Amoateng 

(Lay), and Roma & Wray Sexson (District)—attended the 2025 Virginia Annual Conference in Roanoke, where 
the theme was “A Movement of the Heart.” Highlights included worship services, ordinations, action on clergy 

compensation, constitutional votes, progress from the Journey in Understanding task force, and strong mission 
giving across the conference. Pastors Janine and Christian were both reappointed to Fairlington for another year. 

For full details, click here to read the full summary.

FUMC Food (& Toiletries) Drive: Help us continue serving ~1,500 

neighbors each month by donating high-need food and toiletry items. Most 
requested grocery items include dried lentils, black beans, chickpeas, brown or 

wild rice, quinoa, corn meal, canned tomatoes, oats, shelf-stable milk, peanut 
butter, canned chicken, and pasta (not prepared meals). Toiletries include 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo, feminine hygiene products, and 

diapers. Spices such as cumin, coriander, chili powder, garlic/onion powder, and 
salt are also needed. Donations can be dropped off in the Narthex, outside the 

sanctuary. Thank you for helping us serve with dignity and love!

Our New Roof is Coming Soon!: The Trustees want to share with all of you some 

exciting news regarding our upcoming roof replacement.  Thanks to the generous gifts 
from many of you, we have been able to sign a contract with Pond Roofing Company to 

replace our aging roof!  Depending on the  weather, Pond expects to begin our project 
on September 8th and to complete it within 2-3 weeks.  We have shared our signed 

contract with our insurance company and they have issued a renewal policy for our 

church that continues the replacement insurance coverage we were seeking.  None of 
this would have been possible with out the outpouring of financial support from all of 

you.  We are very grateful for your gifts, your prayers and your support of this critical 
project for our church!  THANK YOU!

Children

CHERUB CHOIR: Age 4*– Grade 1 
• Wednesdays 5 – 5:30 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10
• ** Following the guidelines for VA Public 

Schools, a child will have reached their 

4th birthday by Oct. 1. 

CHAPEL CHOIR: Grades 2-5
• Wednesdays 5:30 – 6:15 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10

THE JOYFUL RINGERS: Grades 2 – Adult

• Beginner/ Intermediate Intergenerational 
Level Handbells

• Wednesdays, 6:15 – 6:45 PM, 

Sanctuary/Room 112
• Begins Wednesday, September 10 

Youth

RING TONES: Grades 6 – Adult
• Intermediate Intergenerational Handbells 

• Sundays 12:15 – 1 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
112

• Begins Sunday, September 14 

TAIZÉ WITH TURA (NEW): Grades 6 – 12 

• First Wednesdays (Sept.-May) at 7:00 
PM, Chapel 

• Those interested please contact 
Tura.foster.gillespie@gmail.com or Text 

(773)354-8877

• Begins Wednesday, September 3

SERAPHIM CHOIR: Youth – Adult 
• Youth and Chancel Choir together SATB

• Sing for Festival Services & concerts 
• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 

108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Adult 

CHANCEL CHOIR: Adults & Youth
• Sings during 11 AM Worship Service

• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

JUBILATE HANDBELL CHOIR

• Advanced Level Handbells for Adults 
• Rings during 11 AM Worship Service 

approx. 7-8 times per year 

• Thursdays 6:15 – 7:25 PM, Sanctuary/ 
Room 112

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Actuals through 

August 2025
2025 Budget % of Budget

$539,154 $1,002,610 54%

$571,540 $984,865 58%

Fall is here – but don’t let your giving fall behind!: The Finance Committee would like to share the current status of the church’s 

operating budget as of August 2025:

We are slightly below our target for income and giving, but this is fairly typical as we come out of the summer months.  To assist you with your 
giving projections for the fall and the end of the year, we will be sending out third quarter interim giving statements in early October.  We have 

accomplished so much this year, and as we celebrate FUMC’s upcoming 80th anniversary we have a lot to celebrate.  Thank you for your 

generosity and together let’s finish the year strong!

First Wednesdays - Taizé Prayer Services: Join us on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM in the Chapel at 
Fairlington UMC for a peaceful Taizé Prayer Service. Hosted by 

Fairlington UMC, Fairlington Presbyterian, and St. Clement 
Episcopal Churches, this ecumenical service offers music, prayer, 

candlelight, and silence in the spirit of the Taizé community. The 

next prayer service will be held on Wednesday, November 5. 
Free parking is available at both Fairlington UMC and Fairlington 

Presbyterian lots.

Volunteers Needed: Communion is a sacred sacrament that strengthens our faith and draws us closer to God. We’re seeking two or three 

volunteers to help clear the communion elements at the end of worship. The time commitment is small, about 15 minutes, and training is 
provided. Come help us serve our church family! Contact Hannah Williams at hwilliams31@verizon.net .

1. Take an ornament: Choose an ornament card from the tree with a child’s first name, age, gender, and gift suggestions. Gifts this year 

will support ALIVE! and Shelter House/Fair Ridge Shelter.

2. Shop: Purchase the suggested items for that child. Please plan for a gift range of $50–$75 per child as you are able. Keep the gifts 
unwrapped and bundle them together in a gift bag or shopping tote, with the ornament card included in the bag.

3. Return gifts: Bring all unwrapped gifts to the church on or before Sunday, December 14. If you need to make alternate drop-off 
arrangements, please let us know.

Taizé Prayer Services: Join us for our monthly Taizé Prayer 

Service on the first Wednesday of each month. The next service will 
be held on Wednesday, December 3 at 7 PM in the Chapel. This 

service is hosted in partnership with Fairlington Presbyterian and St. 
Clement Episcopal Churches. Come, for a time time for quiet 

reflection through candlelight, meditative music, scripture, and 

silence in the tradition of the Taizé community. 

Coffee with the Pastor: Joni Janine at Alexandria Pastry Shop for ”coffee with the pastor”! Join us for coffee, a delicious 

treat, and great conversation at Alexandria Pastry Shop on December 3 from 10 AM – 12 PM, this is our last coffee 
shop hours of the year. It’s a wonderful way to connect, share stories, and enjoy fellowship together—see you there!

Family Dinner Night: Family Dinner Night is back! Join us on Wednesday, December 3 from 5:45–

7:00 PM for a pizza dinner! Enjoy a great meal and fellowship with your church family. The cost is $30 

per family or $10 per person (financial assistance available). Mark your calendar for more Family Dinner 
Nights coming up on, and January 14. We can’t wait to see you there! RSVP to Christian at 

christian@fairlingtonumc.org. 

Angel Tree Donations: Help support families in need this Christmas through our Angel 

Tree holiday gift sponsorship! Our tree is up in the narthex and ready to make the holidays a 
little brighter for children in our community.  Gifts support Rising Hope Ministry as well as 

other nonprofit organizations in our community, including ALIVE! and Fair Ridge Shelter. If 
you have questions or need to arrange an alternate drop-off, contact Denise Taylor at 

hokies91@cox.net or 703-400-3677. Thank you for helping us share compassion and 

kindness with children in our community this Christmas. Here’s how you can help: 

Holiday Salad Social and Cookie Swap: Join us for a Holiday Salad 

Social & Cookie Swap on Sunday, December 14 following the 11 AM 
worship service (around 12:30 PM) in the Chapel. Take a break from the 

busyness of the season as we share a light lunch of favorite salads—pasta, 
egg, chicken, tuna, or green—and then enjoy a fun cookie-recipe swap. 

Please feel free to bring a salad to share and a dozen of your favorite 

cookies to exchange and take home. We will also be collecting personal 
care items for the upcoming ALIVE! distribution if you’d like to contribute. 

We’ll conclude before the afternoon performance of Messiah. For questions, 
contact Denise Taylor at hokies91@cox.net or 703-400-3677. We hope 

you’ll join us!

FUMC Food Outreach Ministry with ALIVE!: Our next Food Mission 

Distribution is Wednesday, December 17. The volunteer shift is 4 - 6:30 
PM, with food pickup available from 5 - 6:30 PM. To make this a success, 

we need 6-8 volunteers for each time block: Sign up to volunteer HERE. 
Any questions, contact Meg Broadwell @ meg2mtns@gmail.com or 202-

805-2160. 

Service of Prayers for Our Community, Nation, and World: In a 

time of turmoil and anxiety, you’re invited to pause, pray, and find peace 
at our Service of Prayers for Our Community, Nation, and World, held on 

the third Wednesday of each month at 7 PM in the Chapel. The next 
service will be on Wednesday, December 17. Together, we’ll lift our 

hearts to God for healing and hope, trusting that prayer softens hearts, 

encourages mercy, and draws us closer to God and one another. As 
followers of Christ, we’re called to bring our worries, our gratitude, and 

our love for the world before God in prayer, believing that the peace of 
Christ truly “transcends all understanding.” Come as you are, all are 

welcome.

Protect Yourself from Phishing: Fairlington UMC clergy and staff will never ask for urgent favors, request the purchase of 

gift cards or other financial instruments, or seek your personal or financial information by email or text. If you receive a 
message like this, it is not from the church. Simply delete it without responding or clicking any links.
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Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 
affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 
operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 
atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” from 10 AM – 12 PM at Alexandria Pastry Shop 

on June 4. We will be taking a break from Coffee Shop hours for the remainder of the summer.  Join her for some 
coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! 

FUMC Food (& Toiletries) Drive: Help us continue serving ~1,500 

neighbors each month by donating high-need food and toiletry items. Most 
requested grocery items include dried lentils, black beans, chickpeas, brown or 

wild rice, quinoa, corn meal, canned tomatoes, oats, shelf-stable milk, peanut 
butter, canned chicken, and pasta (not prepared meals). Toiletries include 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo, feminine hygiene products, and 

diapers. Spices such as cumin, coriander, chili powder, garlic/onion powder, and 
salt are also needed. Donations can be dropped off in the Narthex, outside the 

sanctuary. Thank you for helping us serve with dignity and love!

Children

CHERUB CHOIR: Age 4*– Grade 1 
• Wednesdays 5 – 5:30 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10
• ** Following the guidelines for VA Public 

Schools, a child will have reached their 

4th birthday by Oct. 1. 

CHAPEL CHOIR: Grades 2-5
• Wednesdays 5:30 – 6:15 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10

THE JOYFUL RINGERS: Grades 2 – Adult

• Beginner/ Intermediate Intergenerational 
Level Handbells

• Wednesdays, 6:15 – 6:45 PM, 

Sanctuary/Room 112
• Begins Wednesday, September 10 

Youth

RING TONES: Grades 6 – Adult
• Intermediate Intergenerational Handbells 

• Sundays 12:15 – 1 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
112

• Begins Sunday, September 14 

TAIZÉ WITH TURA (NEW): Grades 6 – 12 

• First Wednesdays (Sept.-May) at 7:00 
PM, Chapel 

• Those interested please contact 
Tura.foster.gillespie@gmail.com or Text 

(773)354-8877

• Begins Wednesday, September 3

SERAPHIM CHOIR: Youth – Adult 
• Youth and Chancel Choir together SATB

• Sing for Festival Services & concerts 
• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 

108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Adult 

CHANCEL CHOIR: Adults & Youth
• Sings during 11 AM Worship Service

• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

JUBILATE HANDBELL CHOIR

• Advanced Level Handbells for Adults 
• Rings during 11 AM Worship Service 

approx. 7-8 times per year 

• Thursdays 6:15 – 7:25 PM, Sanctuary/ 
Room 112

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Save the Date - Fairlington Christmas Variety Show!: Join us for a Fairlington Christmas Variety 

Show on Sunday, December 7. Get ready to laugh, sing, and celebrate the joy of the season at 
Fairlington’s intergenerational Christmas Variety Show! Join us after worship for a festive lunch followed 

by a lighthearted showcase of talent from across our congregation—music, skits, storytelling, and a few 
surprises, too. It’s a relaxed, joy-filled afternoon to connect before the holiday rush begins. We’re inviting 

performers of all ages to take part, so start planning your act now! Whether it’s a song, poem, dance, or 

comedy bit, your gift will help make this event a beloved Fairlington tradition.

Generosity for Justice & Community: Through our mission 

work, feeding the hungry, housing vulnerable families, welcoming 
immigrants and refugees, and caring for creation, we live out our 

faith in action and help build the beloved community Jesus 
envisioned. None of this is possible without your generosity. Your 

giving commitment helps us plan the ministry of the church for the 

year ahead, ensuring we can continue to strive for justice and 
community. We invite you to prayerfully complete your 2026 

Generosity Card, either dropping it off in person or by completing it 
online HERE, and join us in creating a world where love and justice 

flourish. So far, we have received 59 pledgers for $63 pledgers 

and we're up to $410,600. Thank you for your generosity! 

White House Ornament Sale: Fairlington United Women in Faith are selling 2025 White House 

Ornaments and they have arrived! This year’s ornament honors the 150th anniversary of State 
Dinners hosted by the White House and features two distinct plates from the White House State china 

collection. Cost is $25 each (for 1-9 ornaments) or $24 each if you purchase 10+ ornaments. Order 
your ornament by emailing Fairlingtonumw@gmail.com. We will confirm your order, the amount owed, 

and arrange pick up or delivery. Your check payable to Fairlington United Methodist Women is due 

when the items are delivered. Proceeds from our fundraisers support local and national non-profits 
impacting the lives of women, children, and youth. Thank you for your support!

Christmas at Fairlington: Join us on Christmas Eve, 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025, for two beautiful worship 
services at Fairlington. At 5 PM, we’ll gather for All God’s Family 

Worship, a warm and welcoming service with communion, 
candlelight, and bells for all ages. Then at 10:30 PM, return for our 

Candlelight Communion Service featuring harpsichord, choir, and 

handbells. All are welcome as we celebrate the joy and wonder of 
Christ’s birth together.

What Do We Stand For? A Discussion on the Social 

Principles of the United Methodist Church: The United 

Methodist Church believes God's love for the world is an active and 
engaged love; a love seeking justice and liberty. As members of this 

community of faith, we are all called to act and engage in the ministry 

of justice.  We are all called to take risks in our interpreting God's love 
in action, to take a stand, respond to the needs of our community, no 

matter how controversial or complex. The Social Principles help guide 
us and give us focus and direction. But what are they, and what are 

the ways we can live them out? What changes were made at 2024 

General Conference?
All are invited to join us for a time of learning and discussion about the 

Social Principles of the UMC. Led by Mark Elder, Fairlington UMC's 
Lay Leader, a long-time social activist and expert, the study is open to 

everyone interested in learning and discussing our call to both 

personal and social holiness. The study will take place in the 
Chapel on Sundays, January 11, 18, and 25 at 9:30AM.  If you have 

questions, or would like to RSVP your attendance, contact Christian at 
christian@fairlingtonumc.org (RSVPs are not required but are helpful).
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Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 
affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 
operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 
atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” from 10 AM – 12 PM at Alexandria Pastry Shop 

on June 4. We will be taking a break from Coffee Shop hours for the remainder of the summer.  Join her for some 
coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! 

FUMC Food (& Toiletries) Drive: Help us continue serving ~1,500 

neighbors each month by donating high-need food and toiletry items. Most 
requested grocery items include dried lentils, black beans, chickpeas, brown or 

wild rice, quinoa, corn meal, canned tomatoes, oats, shelf-stable milk, peanut 
butter, canned chicken, and pasta (not prepared meals). Toiletries include 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo, feminine hygiene products, and 

diapers. Spices such as cumin, coriander, chili powder, garlic/onion powder, and 
salt are also needed. Donations can be dropped off in the Narthex, outside the 

sanctuary. Thank you for helping us serve with dignity and love!

Children

CHERUB CHOIR: Age 4*– Grade 1 
• Wednesdays 5 – 5:30 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10
• ** Following the guidelines for VA Public 

Schools, a child will have reached their 

4th birthday by Oct. 1. 

CHAPEL CHOIR: Grades 2-5
• Wednesdays 5:30 – 6:15 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10

THE JOYFUL RINGERS: Grades 2 – Adult

• Beginner/ Intermediate Intergenerational 
Level Handbells

• Wednesdays, 6:15 – 6:45 PM, 

Sanctuary/Room 112
• Begins Wednesday, September 10 

Youth

RING TONES: Grades 6 – Adult
• Intermediate Intergenerational Handbells 

• Sundays 12:15 – 1 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
112

• Begins Sunday, September 14 

TAIZÉ WITH TURA (NEW): Grades 6 – 12 

• First Wednesdays (Sept.-May) at 7:00 
PM, Chapel 

• Those interested please contact 
Tura.foster.gillespie@gmail.com or Text 

(773)354-8877

• Begins Wednesday, September 3

SERAPHIM CHOIR: Youth – Adult 
• Youth and Chancel Choir together SATB

• Sing for Festival Services & concerts 
• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 

108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Adult 

CHANCEL CHOIR: Adults & Youth
• Sings during 11 AM Worship Service

• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

JUBILATE HANDBELL CHOIR

• Advanced Level Handbells for Adults 
• Rings during 11 AM Worship Service 

approx. 7-8 times per year 

• Thursdays 6:15 – 7:25 PM, Sanctuary/ 
Room 112

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Save the Date - Fairlington Christmas Variety Show!: Join us for a Fairlington Christmas Variety 

Show on Sunday, December 7. Get ready to laugh, sing, and celebrate the joy of the season at 
Fairlington’s intergenerational Christmas Variety Show! Join us after worship for a festive lunch followed 

by a lighthearted showcase of talent from across our congregation—music, skits, storytelling, and a few 
surprises, too. It’s a relaxed, joy-filled afternoon to connect before the holiday rush begins. We’re inviting 

performers of all ages to take part, so start planning your act now! Whether it’s a song, poem, dance, or 

comedy bit, your gift will help make this event a beloved Fairlington tradition.

DC Exhibit—The Sand Creek Massacre: The Betrayal that Changed 

Cheyenne and Arapaho People Forever: Experience The Sand Creek 

Massacre: The Betrayal that Changed Cheyenne and Arapaho People Forever, an 
exhibit presented by the UMC’s General Board of Church and Society and the 

General Commission on Religion and Race. On display in Washington, D.C., from 

November 10–December 1, the exhibit tells the story of the 1864 Sand Creek 
Massacre and invites us to reflect on truth-telling, repentance, and healing. Learn 

more at umcjustice.org. Engage with this experience: Janine will be coordinating a 
trip to see the exhibit and you can participate in these webinars to learn more. 

• Sunday, December 7 Christmas Variety Show & Lunch after worship

• Tuesday, December 9 FREE Community Meal

• Sunday, December 14 22nd Annual Messiah Sing-along
• Wednesday, December 17 Food Mission with ALIVE!

• Wednesday, December 17 Prayer Service
• Sunday, December 21 Lessons & Carols

• Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services 5 PM & 10:30 PM

• Wednesday January 7 Taizé Prayer Services
• Saturday, January 10 Furniture Delivery with ALIVE! 

• Tuesday, January 13 FREE Community Meal
• Wednesday, January 14 Family Dinner Night

• Wednesday, January 21 Food Mission with ALIVE!

• Wednesday, January 21 Prayer Service 
• Tuesday, February 10 FREE Community Meal

• Tuesday, March 10 FREE Community Meal

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org

Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org

Youth Minister: Logan Westcott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org
Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org

Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp : holly@fairlingtonumc.org
Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie

https://www.fairlingtonumc.org/rent-security-deposit-assistance-program
https://www.umcjustice.org/latest/dc-exhibit-the-sand-creek-massacre-the-betrayal-that-changed-cheyenne-and-arapaho-people-forever-7798
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/2025-fall-webinar-series-the-sand-creek-massacre-remembered-truth-telling-as-a-path-to-healing


Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 
affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 
operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 
atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” from 10 AM – 12 PM at Alexandria Pastry Shop 

on June 4. We will be taking a break from Coffee Shop hours for the remainder of the summer.  Join her for some 
coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! 

FUMC Food (& Toiletries) Drive: Help us continue serving ~1,500 

neighbors each month by donating high-need food and toiletry items. Most 
requested grocery items include dried lentils, black beans, chickpeas, brown or 

wild rice, quinoa, corn meal, canned tomatoes, oats, shelf-stable milk, peanut 
butter, canned chicken, and pasta (not prepared meals). Toiletries include 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo, feminine hygiene products, and 

diapers. Spices such as cumin, coriander, chili powder, garlic/onion powder, and 
salt are also needed. Donations can be dropped off in the Narthex, outside the 

sanctuary. Thank you for helping us serve with dignity and love!

Children

CHERUB CHOIR: Age 4*– Grade 1 
• Wednesdays 5 – 5:30 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10
• ** Following the guidelines for VA Public 

Schools, a child will have reached their 

4th birthday by Oct. 1. 

CHAPEL CHOIR: Grades 2-5
• Wednesdays 5:30 – 6:15 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 10

THE JOYFUL RINGERS: Grades 2 – Adult

• Beginner/ Intermediate Intergenerational 
Level Handbells

• Wednesdays, 6:15 – 6:45 PM, 

Sanctuary/Room 112
• Begins Wednesday, September 10 

Youth

RING TONES: Grades 6 – Adult
• Intermediate Intergenerational Handbells 

• Sundays 12:15 – 1 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
112

• Begins Sunday, September 14 

TAIZÉ WITH TURA (NEW): Grades 6 – 12 

• First Wednesdays (Sept.-May) at 7:00 
PM, Chapel 

• Those interested please contact 
Tura.foster.gillespie@gmail.com or Text 

(773)354-8877

• Begins Wednesday, September 3

SERAPHIM CHOIR: Youth – Adult 
• Youth and Chancel Choir together SATB

• Sing for Festival Services & concerts 
• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 

108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Adult 

CHANCEL CHOIR: Adults & Youth
• Sings during 11 AM Worship Service

• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Sanctuary/ Room 
108

• Begins Thursday, September 4

JUBILATE HANDBELL CHOIR

• Advanced Level Handbells for Adults 
• Rings during 11 AM Worship Service 

approx. 7-8 times per year 

• Thursdays 6:15 – 7:25 PM, Sanctuary/ 
Room 112

• Begins Thursday, September 4

Save the Date - Fairlington Christmas Variety Show!: Join us for a Fairlington Christmas Variety 

Show on Sunday, December 7. Get ready to laugh, sing, and celebrate the joy of the season at 
Fairlington’s intergenerational Christmas Variety Show! Join us after worship for a festive lunch followed 

by a lighthearted showcase of talent from across our congregation—music, skits, storytelling, and a few 
surprises, too. It’s a relaxed, joy-filled afternoon to connect before the holiday rush begins. We’re inviting 

performers of all ages to take part, so start planning your act now! Whether it’s a song, poem, dance, or 

comedy bit, your gift will help make this event a beloved Fairlington tradition.

DC Exhibit—The Sand Creek Massacre: The Betrayal that Changed 

Cheyenne and Arapaho People Forever: Experience The Sand Creek 

Massacre: The Betrayal that Changed Cheyenne and Arapaho People Forever, an 
exhibit presented by the UMC’s General Board of Church and Society and the 

General Commission on Religion and Race. On display in Washington, D.C., from 

November 10–December 1, the exhibit tells the story of the 1864 Sand Creek 
Massacre and invites us to reflect on truth-telling, repentance, and healing. Learn 

more at umcjustice.org. Engage with this experience: Janine will be coordinating a 
trip to see the exhibit and you can participate in these webinars to learn more. 
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