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Shelby Christian Church 
BIRTH OF THE CHURCH: GROWTH UNDER PRESSURE * ACTS 3:1-11, 4:1-22 * 6/14/2026 

The church grows when it is persecuted. 

Have you ever experienced an unexpected act of kindness or help that changed 
your day—or your life? 

What comes to mind when you think about God’s power to heal or restore? 

UNDERSTANDING 
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 3:1-11 

Why is it significant that Peter says, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do 
have I give to you”? What does this miracle reveal about the authority and 
power of Jesus Christ, even after His ascension? Why is the healing performed 
specifically “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth”? 

What might the man’s lifelong condition symbolize spiritually? Why do people 
sometimes focus more on immediate needs than on deeper transformation? 
Why do you think Luke includes the detail that the man was “leaping” and 
“praising God”? How does this miracle connect with Jesus’ own healing 
ministry in the Gospels? What role does faith seem to play in this encounter? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:1-4 

Why would the religious leaders be troubled by the apostles’ teaching about the 
resurrection? What role did the Sadducees likely play in this opposition, given 
their beliefs? What does this passage reveal about the cost of faithful witness? 

Why is it significant that the gospel continues to spread even while the apostles 
are arrested? What does this teach us about God’s sovereignty in the face of 
human resistance? How does this moment fulfill Jesus Christ’s warnings that 
His followers would face persecution? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:4-22 

Why is it significant that Peter is described as “filled with the Holy Spirit” 
before speaking? What does this passage reveal about the source of true 
boldness? What does Peter mean when he calls Jesus “the stone that was 
rejected” (v. 11)? Why is verse 12 (“there is salvation in no one else”) such a 
central statement of Christian faith? Why were the religious leaders astonished 
by Peter and John? What does the healed man’s presence contribute to the 
apostles’ defense? 
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How do Peter and John model obedience when human authority conflicts with 
God’s command? 

APPLICATION 
Are there areas in your life where you’ve settled for asking God for less than 
what He may want to give? How have you experienced God’s restoring power—
physically, emotionally, or spiritually? In what ways can you point others to 
Jesus Christ as the true source of healing and hope? How quick are you to 
praise God when He answers prayers or provides unexpectedly? 

What “beautiful gate” opportunities might God be placing in front of you to 
serve someone in need? How can your testimony of God’s work draw others to 
notice and glorify Him? Have you ever hesitated to speak about your faith 
because of fear of opposition or rejection? 

What truths about Jesus Christ might be unpopular or resisted in our culture 
today? How can believers remain bold when facing criticism or pressure? Why 
can ordinary people with deep conviction be so powerful in God’s hands? What 
role does personal experience (“what we have seen and heard”) play in sharing 
the gospel? 

PRAYER 


