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Big Annual Meeting!

Mark your calendars for the
EPLC Annual Meeting
on Sunday, February 2nd
following 9am:service. Join
us as'we review reports, dis-
cuss the budget, and plan
for the year ahead. Your
voice and participation
are important!

LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Join us Sunday, Jan 12th

Cinnamon Rolls!

" Our Annual Budget Meet-
ing is.on_Sunday, January

')
-

Budget Talks Start!

-

for Cinnamon Roll'Sunday! Hal/l . Wedlh!| reyvi
Enjoy delicious cinnamon - et, discuss upcoming plans,

rol |

and time to connect with
others in fellowship. .

’

See you there!

Edison Park Lutheran Church
6626 N Oliphant Ave, Chicago IL 60631

edisonparkchurch.com (773) 6319131
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Pastor Jbe s News-

Happy New Year!! This is when we typically look back on the year and see how it went. For
some, it was a rough year. For some, it was a good year. If we knew that the new year would
work out well, would it change how we live out our lives of faith?

Jeremiah 29:11: For |1 know t héopdan spiosparhyauv ¢ of o r.
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. That helps us to stress less about how
things will turn out.

We took in 17 new members this past year, but sadly, a few have passed away.

Our worship services have grown in the number of people attending and their impact on those

who attend. More people are getting involved in
congregational health.

We hoped to complete the third phase of repairs to our stained glass windows, but due to an issue
with Com Ed, we will have to wait till the spring. | am very thankful for everyone who has
contributed to the repair of our windows.

Our growth team continues to develop great ideas for connecting across all age groups and with
our community. There have been many successes this past year. Edison Park Fest, where we got
out into the community, and people started to recognize us; Rally Day, where we had lots of
incredible pot-uck food and well over 100 people of all ages there; our first-ever car show was a
great success; pancake breakfast with Santa and Winter Coffee House.

This year, we have 10 confirmation students working hard to grow in their faith. We have a Bell
Choir, an Adult Choir, and a Childrends Choi r.
recorded 86 Theology Thursdays this year in hopes of getting people interested in growing in

their faith and coming to EPLC.

| am really proud of all the tireless work we have done and | am also proud of our members who
have stepped up and volunteered in our ministries and office.

As we look towards 2025, | hope and pray that we can continue reaching beyond our walls and
inviting our friends and neighbors. This is a great way for the church to grow.

Peace, Pastor Joe
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_ Deacon Carole’s -

Dear Friends,

As we begin this New Year, my heart is stil!]l i n the
on the ninth day of Christmas. l @dm thankful for all
blessed with, as well as all the volunteers who helped make our services so

meaningful. And | dm thankful to the volunteers who"f
these past two months as we worked to fill the Parish Coordinator position. We are

happy to welcome two new staff members. Christine Schreiber was hired as our Parish

Coordinator and Arnold Greiff was hired as our Accounting Assistant.

The season of Advent gave us a time to prepare, a time to look forward to the birth of )
Jesus. When Christ was born on that Christmas day, God put into action, a plan that

would come to result in the salvation of the world. To this day, that plan is still in 4
action, through each and every one of us. When God was born in a lowly stable, God

chose the humblest of servants, shepherds, to see His birth.

ltds here we discover the heart of God and the meani
Jesus was sent to the lowly and the outcast. We are reminded that Jesus came for

people |ike the shepherdsénot just the religious el
rulers of the people & people who were doing what they did every day and every

night, people going through the routines of life, people living their ordinary lives..

people |ike uséltds about God meeting us, not on hig
in ordinary places, in an extraordinary way. In the midst of an ordinary night, ordinary

shepherds encountered an extraordinary God. The shepherds must have been

surprised that God broke into their ordinary lives. For us, Christ sometimes breaks

into our lives when we least expect it.

Jesus came to save people like us. And isn't that what the birth of Jesus is all

about? 1 tés about God meeting us in our pain and “lon
us in our frustration and anger. ltds about God want
every day. And this child was for all people, even the most ordinary. 2

As we begin a new year, we can be certain that God loves us, confidant that we are a

child of God and saved by grace. We can walk day by day in the knowledge that

nothing, not even death, could take away the love and grace of God. We are part of

a world that is both blessed and broken, full of suffering and promise. He is there for :
us and beckons us to come as we are. We dondét need 't
He simply invites us to come home to Him.

We can face tomorrow, with all its uncertainty, as we realize that God holds our .,
future and makes life worth living. God is our anchor of Hope. May we always put

our trust in Him as we enter this New Year, May the light of the Lord shine upon your
path and the joy of the Lord be your strength. Blessed New Year to you and your family!
- Deacon Carole Edwards
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Children, Youth & Family

Cinnamon Roll

Sunday

SUNDAY,

S
‘\gu JANUARY

r,—"’Q‘ 12TH

W\Sj 2025

Alpha

time

CINNAMON ROLLS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

DURING COFFEE HOUR

4
-

First Communion Classeswill also
be offered on Sunday mornings
at 10am, and will be available for
students in Grade 1-12. This
class consists of 4 Sunday morn-
ing sessions, and there will be
two sessions you can choose
from: either Jan 19thi Feb 9th, or
March 2nd-23rd. Since there are
only 4 sessions, be sure to sign up
to one that you can commit to
being at each week if possible!
Scan this QR code to sign up!Y

Sunday School isoffered every
week for students in Pre-K and
older ! It will begin at 10am
between the 9a and 11a services.
No sign ups needed.

is our 7-12th grade minis-

try, and will meet from 3 -5pm in
the youth room every Sunday af-
ternoon. *Please note this is a

change from fall of 2024!

-

Blastwill be available for Pre-K

through 2nd graders and
Meets from 5-6pm.

Pathfinders will be from 3rd -6th
grade, and will meet from

6:15-7:15pm.

-

Retreats Upper Elementary (Feb

8-9) and Confirmation (Mar 7-9)
PROCEEDS SUPPORT YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY at

EDISON PARK
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10-11 AM ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS

OPEN TO GRADES IST -
12TH

Scan QR Code to Regis+er or email

Lut herdal e.
for an EPLC discount!

-

-

Us e



Children Youth & Families at EPLC

January 2025

Happy New Year, families!! 2024 was a great year of
ministry at EPLC and | am so excited for more fun
events with you all in 2025!!

Cinnamon Roll Sunday will kick off youth & family
programming in 2025! Join us for coffee hour on
Sunday, January 12th and purchase a cinnamon roll for
$3 to support the Youth & Family ministry at EPLC!

7th-12th Grade Youth Group will return on January
12th, with one notable change: instead of meeting from
6:30-8:30, Alpha will meet from 3-5pm.

The first Wednesday of the year will be January 15th.
Blast (Pre-K through 2nd Grade) will continue to meet
at 5pm on Wednesday Evenings at 5pm, followed by
Pathfinders (3rd-6th Grade) at 6:15pm. And
Confirmation will continue on Wednesday evenings
from 7:30-8:45pm.

1st Communion Classes will be offered again in 2025
for 1st graders-high school students. Class will meet at
10am Sunday mornings in the youth room. The fist
four-week session will start on January 19th, and the
second session will start on March 2nd. Reach out to
youth@edisonparkchurch for details on how to sign

up.

Sunday School for Pre-K & Older will also start again
on January 19th, still meeting from 10-11lam on Sunday
Mornings.

Weekly Events & Programs

Cinnamon Roll Sunday:
Alpha: 7th-12th Grades -
3-5pm every Sunday
Starting 1/12/25

Blast: Pre-K-2nd Grades
5-6pm Starting 1/15/25
Pathfinders: 3rd-6th
Grades from 6:15-7:15
Starting 1/15/25
Confirmation: 7:30-
8:45pm Starting 1/15/25
Ist Communion: 10am on
Sunday Morning; First 4-
Week Session Starts
1/19/25

Let’s connect!!

Kaya Hougen

Children, Youth, & Family Coordinator

youth@edisonparkchurch.com
(312) 560-0662

BQEW




. Tech Problems? Email Toby Burkum! | : ) What are our Office Hours?
(av@edisonparkchurch.com) , ' Monday through Friday, 8:30am -2:30pm
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Children, Youth & Family Calendar
Edison Park Lutheran Church | 6626 N Oliphant Ave
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K&) Cinnamon Roll Sunday will be on January % Sunday School (Pre-K & Older) meets on
1 i‘y 12th during coffee hour to kick off 2025 5= Sundays during Coffee Hour (10-10:50am).
youth programming!

ﬁ Blast (Pre-K through 2nd Grade) meets = 15t Communion Classes are offered for 1st-

2 on Wednesdays from 5-6pm. ( Y ) 12th grade in 4-week sessions. Reach out to
)’ Pathfinders (3rd-6th Grade) meetson  \ & / Kaya for more details.
Wednesdays from 6:15-7:15pm.

- fi q \ Alpha (7th-12th Grade Youth Group) will
Confirmation class meets meet on Sundays from 3-5pm in 2025
Wednesdays from 7:30-8:45pm. Yy p .

: Welcome Chris-

My name is Christine Schreiber, and | have lived in Park Ridge for the past 28 years. |
grew up near Milwaukee ‘ and Devon and have two
. brothers and a mother who live on the Northwest side. |
attended Taft High School then graduated from UIC
with a Liberal Arts degree and from DeVry University
with a degree in Computer Information Systems. | have
worked for IBM and for Or- thopedic Associations. My
husband and | have two adopted daughters from In-
4 dia who came home as tod- dlers and are now attending
college. Our other family member is an English Point- |
er named Curry. One of my favorite hobbies is to cook
and bake, and | have a diverse collection of cookbooks that | reference. | look for-
ward to meeting members of the parish in my role as parish coordinator.
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Thotights and Pravers

Tim

Tom

Kcthg

Denise

Angela ®
Bill Bobor

Roxie Hqgs

John Grosse

Jim Nasheim

Laura Krueger

Bonnie Williams

Brian Winkelman
Wendel Gaertner

llsa (Ingeborg’s Sister)

BIBLE STUDY

SMALL GROUP/BIBLE STUDY

10:00AM AND 7:00PM SMALL
10:00 A.M. ¥ B’B‘f

7:00 P.M.

Our purpose is to grow in our
faith and God'’s mission. If you are
interested in being a part of the
group, please email pastor at
jschultz@edisonparkchurch.com

Sue
Barb
Roger
Tricia Kcy
Alice Smart
Barb Kolder
Gary Ohlson
Helen Reyes
Rafael Reyes
Lisa Regnoso
Koenig family
Greg Hartman
Scott Lundgren
Mark Zimmerman

MUSIC
MINISTRY

Love music? The Bell Choir meets
every Tuesday at 5pm followed by
the Adult Choir at
great way to connect, make mu-
sic, and be part of something spe-
cial. Whether youbd
or just love to sing or play, every-
one is welcome! For more info,
email Kevin Zehme at
(music@edisonparkchurch.com)
or talk to him in person!



Church Online Direc-

The EPLC Online Directory is ready for STAGE 2.

The original invites were sent to the Church members' email addresses on record. Now we'd like to
send out invites to ALL family members of EPLC. We can add every individual separately and also
update the information in the Families tab. Members have control of the info they share.

Our request is simple. Just send us the name (s) and email address of each family member. When
the member is invited, they will fill in the personal information they choose to provide.

Find the Online Directory link on the EPLC website homepage.

This link allows members to easily access the login page and manage their profiles. or anyone con-
cerned about security, please note that this is just a link to the login page. Only members with
login credentials can access the Directory.

Thank You! | From Dale Ammentorp

Stained Glass Windows Up-
date

Total donations received throughiJanuary, 3rd| 2025: $84,365
Foundatiom is still matching 2x on any new gifts received!

If interested in donating; tewand this‘project please mark youn gift
"SiSea ivimsednaGitrais’'s Wi ndow Fundbéd

*\N@ teove [AD oover inthait vailiisve d acomaal toritir eolrudie wh at

Memaorials to the Stained Glass Window Fund:



a £ Thuréddy, 'thUar'y 23.at 6 PM!

* Food will be available for purchase.
- This event is for ages 18 and older.

. Get 3 Bingo cards for just $10!

THURSDAY,
50/50 JANUARY 23
RAFFLE ‘ AT 6PM

SOUTH HALL

6626 N. OLIPHANT AVE CHICAGO, IL 60631
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