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Tulip Tree Sculpture

I This is the shortened story of the tulip tree in the middle section of
1 the cemetery. Most people think that it is a wood sculpture that has
.#4 been put in place. This isn’t so, it is a cherry tree which was planted
. .Z‘.. a long time ago but it died. We negotiated with the council for it to
% be cut down to an acceptable height for Steve Iredale, a tree
2 (4 sculptor to work on with a chain saw.
The cost at the time in 2013 was £1,000. The Friends Group did not
'y, have the money at the time. The council donated the wood
ey *“"*‘S surround and the council workers put it together To pay for the
- =es Sculpture we had a big fundraising campaign, we sold items, ran
< tombolas and collected ‘wish tokens’ from the Evening Gazette.
-4 Many people will remember them.

2 Over the years the wood surround has been repaired by different
“#4 volunteers. The tulips have been protected by painting them. Red
“4was chosen for the colour as red tulips in Victorian times means

et S " «1 perfect love and we thought the Yorkshire __ _ __

- Regiment demonstrated this by defendmg

e Sie':l:rr;ttr;:ongmal us. The Yorkshire Regiment came to &
Redcar to receive the honour and>

marched from Redcar Racecourse car park;
at double quick time to the beat of a drum and a service of dedication _ b
was carrled out led by the regiment’s chaplain. This was a wonderful day &‘ .

&

3 "fﬁz’ﬁ and we had a tea and get together in the Bowling
" Club.

This year we would have had to yet again replace [
e gthe wood surround. Fortunately we had a contacti’ o
= ~w=for Middlesbrough College Construction Depart- -. §

~=Y%% ment. After many hours of planning the day came 3%

A for the staff and students to start work in the =

¥ cemetery. This was a very different and difficult
; X -~ setting for them to work in. They worked so well as
T "~ ateam, some were labourers others with bricklaying skills. There were three

- _ , funerals that week and the weather was far
The Yorkshire from good. We want to thank them for thelr@
Regiment cheerfulness, skill and ability to produce a ,' )
lovely wall that they and we can be proud of and will last for years § §an h;
to come. Over the years the plaque which was provided jointly by |«
the ‘Friends’ and the Yorkshire Regiment and has three ceramic f
features became tarnished and was sent away for refurbishment.
During this time a gentleman thought it had been stolen so ,' :
arranged for a new one to be made, so this will now sit proudly g,
with the original.

ﬁ

The sculpture in 2013.
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We are celebrating the 150th anniversary since the cemetery was
opened in 1874, It was in 1870 that the church elders of St. Peters
Church realised the churchyard at St Peters was becoming full
and alternative arrangements had to be made. A Burial Board was
set up, made up of prominent men of the town chaired by the vicar
of the time Rev. Melbourne and they approached local land owners
to purchase land not far from the church. Lord Zetland _df)nated
land and £1000 for the land to be set out on condition all
sandstone came from his quarry and he would also supply .the
labour. Designs were submitted from various architec’fs and a firm
from Stockton was chosen to design the various buildings required. These consisted of two
chapels one for Church of England and one for Non Conformists, a Mortuary and a
Superintendents office. The first burial to take place was in 1874. The Burial Board was
responsible for every grave and families had to apply to the Board with a request for a grave.
Standard size was 9ft x 4ft with kerbs (top, bottom and both sides. Also in the archives, the
minutes tell of a safe being purchased in 1874 for £100 and installed in the
Superintendent’s office. Fast forward to 2006 and the safe was still there but without_a key. The
key was located but the safe was found to be empty. During renovation of the Superintendent’s
Office in 2006 a strange object was found in a skip outside.
This was made of wood of the most delicate kind with
reinforcing wires holding it all together. An aviation expert
spotted a serial number which indicated it was manufactured
in October 1918 and in his opinion was a WWI wing of a
fighter plane. After months of probing and research the
experts came to the conclusion it was from a Blackburn
Kangaroo. It is now in Kirkleatham Museum and will be on
display when we celebrate 150 years and 20 years of the
Friends founding this year. When we started we found the
main gates and the pedestrian gate badly corroded so we set
about getting funding and raising money to replace them. We
also found some of the stonework and an ornamental side
window feature was damaged. As would be expected the
cemetery has altered over the years due to expansion mainly
taking over allotments. The four buildings were derelict and used by the Council for storage and
the road around these buildings was in a poor condition. It was decided to sell all four buildings

and the ‘Group’ was part of the committee that set bylaws for the residents who would live there.
After the sale the road was completely rebuilt.

The Cemetery 1874

The Arch & Pedestrian Gate 2024

2 This year the RAF Memorial needs attention as it
was designed and put in 2010 and with the
gl Passage of time is showing signs of wear and tear.
g2 All our fundraising this year has been put towards
the refurbishment. We want to bring it back to its
.« original condition for the
_““/men and women who it
honours. It is really j g
jimportant to keep Nats
everything up to date. s

Ayl 4 1! (A mf-‘ & Thanks to you for help and
Pl !’l a‘iﬂ; support in achieving this.
£ v i g i d oy o e e s Then we are moving onto

-

V]

f:,’/%wﬁmm . et Ratana

The ’Friends’ will have a stall in Redcar High Street on ‘Armed Forcgsi\:‘.
Day’ Saturday 29th June. Extra transport is required can you help?
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v ¢, Thanks to the retired ladies of Marks and Spencer's

Group for inviting us back to give a talk about our work
and the progress we have made in the cemetery. It was
a good afternoon and the ladies were very interested in
the.work that has been carried out and in future
pImjects. Thanks to them for the generous donation
given. Over a cuppa we all agreed that we miss the
Marks and Spencer Redcar store and the quality of
good-s that were on sale when these ladies were
el | working there.

M&S re We are needing wool and material for future projects.

Can you help please?

We had a lovely invitation from Redcar and Cleveland
College to their Community Tea party. Through this event the
students build up their confidence talking to people. They
provided a tea and from the outset came to meet us at the college
entrance and each of us had a place setting and the students served
us endless cups of tea and sandwiches and cakes. Thank you to |
Trudi and her staff and students for making us so welcome. Well
done to all.

The students with their
certificates.

We like to be out and about in the community talking to people
about our work. Our next talk is to the Redcar Wl at Durham Road
= Community Centre and we are looking forward to meeting those |

- ladies and sharing our story. '
" Here are the Borough Park Rose Garden Group who worked so
P hard to put the coffee mornings on at the beginning of the year.
Well done to you all. They were held every Wednesday from
10.am till 12.noon January through till March in Borough Park
B Bowls Club. These have always been a
success despite the weather. They gave us a |-
donation towards our work and encouraged
' - - . us to have a bric a brac stall. Thanks for
The Borough Park Rose Group. |your support.

It was suggested | work from a big diary forward planning and the first item on
the agenda was to improve the poppy display at the cemetery. The months go l
so quickly and we end up putting the same display or mending our original.
This year we want to change this and have had an appeal out to the community
to knit poppies for us. Please help us if you can. Thanks to Beryl and Dawn for
your contributions.

Another lady who took up the challenge is Sue the Verger from St Peter’s
irch ( you know the old adage of ask a busy person ..... ) well thank you Sue
fitting us in your busy day knitting so many poppies, we appreciate it.

- is Sue in the Lady Chapel at St Peter’s Church in front of the Ridley cross.

. was the cross that was taken from the Libyan desert where Captain Ridley
stranded. Help did not come in time and he and his mechanic perished there. They were
‘ed side by side with this cross marking their grave. When they were buried in a CWG this
oss was brought to the church. The Friends were able to re-erect the headstone in the old

section, e~ )

fl‘hanks to the Darlington Building Society and St Peter’s Church for all their support. '
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In the last Newsletter we wrote of the number of headstones in all sections of the cemetery that
were gw.ing cause for concern because they were very unstable. After the recommended testing it
Wwas decided to lay them down with the inscription facing upwards. The passage of time plays an
important part for the future of these very old, very heavy and ornate memorials. We have named
some of those at risk, the row number, the line number, We are asking for those who recognise
their ancestors to please ring 01642 774774 and ask for Bereavement Services. This is to get

permission from the relatives to put them upright again when the opportunity comes along in the
near future. Please check your headstone for a warning sign on the stone.

Row No Line No Name Row No Line No Name
B12 23 Anderson Cc10 03 Sanderson
C12 18 Wardell D7 07 Anderson
D8 08 Mallaby D8 14 Dobson
D11 32 Hepburn D12 21 Robinson
D13 26 Moscrop D16 20 Judson
D16 21 Liddle E3 39 Imeson
E11 36 Harrison E17 15 Mcelhone
F10 07 Davis F29 09 Douglas
G1 22 Harris Naylor H3 22 Clarke
113 04 Bradley 132 01 Clay

Jz2 59 Leek M14 23 Burton

M15 24 Burton M17 12 Dobson

Gardening

Well what a start to 2024. We had quite a few storms which resulted in a
huge amount of broken branches across the 3 Cemeteries, more so in
the old section. This has proved a huge clean up job for the volunteers.
In March we had 4 volunteers from the Hydrogen Gas Company helping jss
us in one of our Tuesday gardening sessions to collect some of the
branches. We used a pull along barrow which the company donated to

the Friends which has proved a very useful asset to the gardeners.
We planted lots of spring bulbs last year and it was a delight to see them
all flowering from February onwards, that first splash of colour to cheer
up the spirit on a gloomy day. Lots of crocus bulbs donated by the §
~ Rotary Club we planted around the Baby Memorial
55— Garden in the old cemetery where 150 babies are &
: ' buried. One of our projects this year is to improve :
% this garden by brightening this corner of the| The ‘Gas Girls® with the
% cemetery. We have painted the trellis, planted barrow they donated.
climbing Hydrangeas and Clematis to attract the
= bees. We will be putting in a bug hotel and a hedgehog house. A bird table
<! has been placed on the garden with a bird box on a tree nearby. Another
i project for the gardening group is to replant the Tulip Tree surround. We
% would like to say special thanks to Hazel, Head Gardener from The Walled
; % Garden for all the plants she has given us, also to the Sisters from The
i ) “ Mormon Church who come and give a helping hand each week. If you think
\ ound the baby Jyou could help out in any way we are here every Tuesday 10-12 Many

memorial. thanks Kay.
Our contact details. Ged Fleming 01642 471064 gedfleming50@gmail.com
Dot Ahmed dotahmed@btinternet.com 01642 478349

On Father’s Day, June 16th we will be at the cemetery with a stall, we look forward to seeing yo




