Mulberry Street United Methodist Church
Macon, Georgia

Ash Wednesday

February 22, 2023
6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
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Gathering in Silence

“In returning and rest, you will be saved,” says the Lord.

In quietness and trust, we find strength.

Greeting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

* Call to Worship

Yet even now, says the Holy One,

return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, with mourning;

rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God,

who is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love,

and relents from punishing.

(Joel 2:12-13)

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures forever.

* Opening Prayer
Let us pray:

0O God,
maker of everything and judge of all you have made,
from the dust of the earth you have formed us
and from the dust of death you would raise us up.
By the redemptive power of the cross,
create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit,
That we may repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your calling;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* Hymn No. 453 More Love to Thee, O Christ

* Responsive Reading Psalm 51 (UMH 785)

Rev. Payton Stone

Rev. Stone
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Anthem Create in Me Terre Johnson

Create in me a clean heart, O God.
And renew a right spirit in me.

Cast me not away from thy presence,
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of thy salvation,
and uphold me with thy free spirit.

- Adapted from Psalm 51
Psalter Lesson Psalm 9O (Pew Bible pg 476-477) Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn
Homily Dr. Goshorn
Invitation to Lenten Discipline Dr. Goshorn

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

The early Christians observed with great devotion
the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection,

and it became the custom of the Church that before the Easter celebration
there should be a forty-day season of spiritual preparation.

During this season converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.
It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins
and had separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled
by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the Church.

In this way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness
proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the need we all have to renew our faith.

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church,
to observe a holy Lent:
by self-examination and repentance;
by prayer, fasting, and self-denial;
and by reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word.

To make right a beginning of repentance,
and as a mark of our mortal nature,
let us now come before our Creator and Redeemer to receive these ashes.

Prayer Over the Ashes Dr. Goshorn

Let us pray:
Almighty God,

you have created us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be to us a sign

of our mortality and penitence,

so that we may remember

that only by your gracious gift

are we given everlasting life;

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Imposition of Ashes

You are invited to come to the chancel whenever you are ready to recieve the ashes.
The altar rail is open for meditation and prayer as long as you wish.

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”



Confession and Pardon Rev. Payton Stone

The ashes are our pledge to take up the cross

of an obedient life of discipleship.
We begin this journey by confessing our sins together before God.
Let us pray:

Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and what we have left undone.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
In your mercy, forgive what we have been
help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Brief Silence

May the almighty and merciful God,
who desires not the death of a sinner
but that we turn from wickedness and live,
accept your repentance, forgive your sins,
and restore you by the Holy Spirit to newness of life
over this Lenten season. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Hymn No. 269 Lord, Who Throughout These 40 Days LAND OF REST
Prayer of Dismissal Dr. Goshorn
Holy God,

through the discipline of these forty days,

make your Spirit’s cleansing fire burn within us.
Lift us from the dying embers of our inattention.
Mark us with the sign of your holy passion.
Make us ready to respond to the call of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Dismissal in Silence

* Please rise in body and/or in spirit
Bold Type indicates congregational participation
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Worship Leadership

Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn, Senior Pastor
Rev. Payton Stone, Associate Pastor
Elisa Reece, Director of Family Ministries
Millie Johnson, Director of Communications
Ainsworth Choir
Terre Johnson, Director of Music
Zachary Golden, Organist

March Second Sunday Serve!
March 12 after worship
We will be observing UMCOR Sunday on March
12. For our quarterly service project, we will be
assembing hygene kits to send to UMCOR for relief
efforts around the globe, as well as offering CPR
training (limited spots available). Be on the lookout
for more details and CPR sign-up!

Prayer Beads for Lent
A Combined Sunday School Experience
March 5 | 9:30 am | Fellowship Hall
On March 5, at 9:30 a.m., we will gather together as a
combined Sunday school class to learn how prayer beads
can be just another tool to help us connect with God and
go deeper in our prayer lives. Please grab your coffee and
donut in the Atrium and head directly to the Fellowship
Hall for this great experience.

News of the Church

Lenten Common Devotional
Lent in Plain Sight by Jill Duffield
Starting on Ash Wednesday, February 22, you are invited to
join us in reading Lent in Plain Sight: A Devotion through
Ten Objects by Jill Duffield. We will study 10 ordinary
objects that Jesus would have encountered on his way to
Jerusalem. Sunday sermons and children’s lessons will
focus on these same objects.
You can purchase the book through most online sellers.

Lent & Easter 2023 Events

Holy Week Services - April 3-7
12:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Lunch following

Maundy Thursday Tennebrae - April 6
6:30 pm - Service in the Sanctuary

Easter Egg Hunt on Coleman Hill - April 8

Easter Sunday - April 9
7:00 am - Sunrise Service on Coleman Hill

10:00 am - Butterfly Release in the Courtyard
11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
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Welcome to Mulberry Street United Methodist Church

Welcome to this service of worship! Methodists have worshipped Father, Son and Holy Spirit on this corner
since 1826. In three years, we’ll celebrate our 200th anniversary! We are a congregation with a deep gratitude
and appreciation for how God has moved in our midst throughout our history. We are listening carefully
for the movement of the Holy Spirit, ever fresh, ever new, ever surprising in our midst. You are invited to
become a living part of this vital congregation. We invite you to visit us at mulberrymethodist.org and find us
on Facebook. Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be found at tedgoshorn.org.

Please fill out a Connection Card found in the back of the pew if you are visiting with us, would like to sign up
for upcoming events, have a prayer request, or need to update your contact information.

Making Your Offering
You can make your offering to God by scanning the QR code, which will take you directly to our church’s
secure website.



