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From the Pastor’s Desk:  We Belong to the Truth

(continued on page 2)

Publisher’s note:  Due to Pastor Courtney 
being ill this week, she suggested this article 
from Bishop Eaton.  

When I was a girl, dinner table 
discussions in our family were lively.  We 
could state our position on an issue, but 
then we had to be ready to back up our 
argument with facts.  In that pre-Google 
time, the World Book Encyclopedia was 
often our source.  Out came the dark blue 
volumes. Their very weight and color 
brought gravitas. One’s presentation 
could be critiqued, but not the facts—
they were printed in the World Book 
Encyclopedia after all!

Those were simpler times, or maybe 
I was just more naïve.  Now we live in the era of 
“truthiness” and “fake news” and “alternative facts.” 
One prominent attorney declared in an interview: 
“Truth is not truth.” I was stunned when I heard that, 
but even more stunned when I realized he had a point.

We have weaponized facts and forced truth into the 
service of spin.  Often conversations are no longer 
the exchange of ideas and convictions but barrages 
of accusations.  It is not enough to let our word be 
“yes,  yes” or “no, no.”  Now we need to shade and 
embellish and selectively “factify” our position. And if 
that doesn’t work, then shout or use ALL CAPS.

Jesus and Pilate have an interesting exchange about 
truth in the Gospel of John. “[Jesus said]: ‘For this I was 
born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the 
truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.’ Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ ” (John 18:37-
38).  A remarkable claim by Jesus and an interesting 
reply by Pilate.  I wonder, was Pilate earnestly seeking 
for truth or was he cynically dismissing the existence 
of truth?  Are we, followers of Jesus, able to listen to 
Jesus’ voice?

So how do we live as people of Truth in a time of spin?  
We need to return daily to the new creation God made 
us when we were baptized.  Our new life in Christ is 
our foundation and our horizon, our beginning and 
our end.  An ancient Celtic blessing puts it this way: 
“God to enfold me, God to surround me, God in my 
speaking, God in my thinking.”

In baptism God has claimed us as beloved children 
joined to the death and resurrection of Christ, sealed 

by the Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever.  Baptism makes a difference 
and makes us different.  We now belong 
to the Truth.  That doesn’t mean we have 
the Truth or even know everything about 
truth.  The Truth doesn’t belong to us.  
No, by God’s gracious act we belong to 
the Truth.  We don’t make truth claims—
Truth claims us.

How then do we live?  In deep humility, 
profound gratitude and real joy.

Humility:  It is God’s good and gracious 
favor to be merciful to all, even, and 
perhaps especially, to those with whom 
we fervently disagree.  This is the severe 
mercy of grace—no one, not even those 

we determine are beyond the pale, is beyond the reach 
of God.

Gratitude: God claims us.  We are not our own and 
we are not alone. Paul wrote: “For while we were 
still weak … for if while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son” 
(Romans 5:6-10).  The deep human struggle for worth 
and meaning is over. We are the beloved of the Most 
High, thanks be to God.

Joy: Dear church, we are free! Free to love, free to 
serve, free to listen, free to be challenged. We can “lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely 
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News

(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

There were no Pastoral 
Acts this month.

and … run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us” (Hebrews 12:1).

Here is my prayer: There is a lot of noise in this world, 
gracious God, including our own that lays claim to the 
truth.  Bring us to a place of stillness where we can 
listen to you.  Your truth has claimed us and set us free.  
Amen.

Welcome to Fall.  I want to review 
the Congregational Survey we 
completed a couple of months ago.  
First thank you to everyone who took the time to 
complete the survey.  We have reviewed the results at 
Council and the quarterly team/committee meetings.  
We are using the survey as a base line of where we are 
today as a congregation and how we can do things to 
either support or improve the identified areas.  I have 
asked Council and our teams to focus on 6 questions.  
The 3 areas we are rated the best and the 3 areas we 
have the most opportunity to improve. The plan is also 
to complete the survey again in another year to see 
how we have improved.  Here are the top 3 questions 
and the 3 for area of improvement.  As a reminder the 
scores are on a scale of 1 to 5.  1 being the lowest and 5 
the highest.

Top Rated
1. Members help each other out in times of trouble.   
4.18
2. Every member who is capable and interested 
has an equal opportunity to hold key leadership   
positions.  3.65
3. Cooperative programs with churches of other 
denominations are highly valued in our church.  
3.31

Top Areas for improvement
1. Lay leaders are provided the training they need 
for their committee and task assignments.  2.00
2. The current morale of our church membership 
is high.  2.06
3. Disagreements and conflicts are dealt with 
openly rather than hushed up or hidden behind 
closed   doors.   2.18

If you would like to see the complete survey results let 
me know and I will share them with you.  In addition, 
I am always open for additional feedback on what we 
do well and can improve upon.

Please also remember we are looking for people 
who want to positively impact our congregation as we 
are accepting nominations for council positions and 
always looking for members to join our teams.

As always thank you for all you do to help us spread 
God’s grace in our community.

Joe Turek

The blessing of the animals will be 
happening October 4 at 6:00 p.m.  Bring 

all of God’s creatures to be blessed as they 
have been blessing your life.

The Oktoberfest Tradition 
Continues

We will again be 
having our annual 
Oktoberfest.  As we 
have in previous years, 
we have secured the 
Dockenspielers Band 
to provide music for 
singing along and 

dancing.  Come join us for German food, drink and 
dancing on Sunday, October 27, beginning about noon, 
following the traditional service.

We will supply the main offerings and drinks, but we 
ask that everyone bring a covered dish to share.  Please 
sign up so we know how much food to order.



Our current book is Natchez 
Burning by Greg Iles.  If you 
would like to join us, see 
Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf for 
a copy.  Goodreads.com has 
this to say about the book:

#1 New York Times bestselling author Greg Iles 
returns with his most eagerly anticipated novel 
yet—Natchez Burning—the first installment in an 
epic trilogy that interweaves crimes, lies, and secrets 
past and present in a mesmerizing thriller featuring 
Southern lawyer and former prosecutor Penn Cage.

Growing up in the rural Southern hamlet of Natchez, 
Mississippi, Penn Cage learned everything he knows 
about honor and duty from his father, Tom Cage. But 
now the beloved family doctor is accused of murdering 
Viola Turner, the beautiful nurse with whom he 
worked in the early 1960s. A fighter who has always 
stood for justice, Penn is determined to save his father.

The quest for answers sends Penn deep into the 
past—into the heart of a conspiracy 
of greed and murder involving the 
Double Eagles, a vicious KKK crew 
headed by one of the wealthiest and 
most powerful men in the state. Now 
Penn must follow a bloody trail that 
stretches back forty years, to one 
undeniable fact: no one—black or 
white, young or old, brave or not—is 
ever truly safe.

On display will be the Bazaar Items 
being sold on November 9 at the 
Anniversary Bazaar.  This is to whet 
your appetite for the event.  The items 
shown will be part of the items for the 
silent auctions, giveaways and Christmas 
items.  We will also be showing some fun 
surprises.  Feel free to take a look and 
make your Christmas shopping easy.  

In addition to the Bazaar, some photos 
of the 2002 groundbreaking and remodeling of the 
church are in the Welcome Area on the wall outside 
the Nursery.  Take a moment to see the history of our 
Church in the making!

3

What’s In the Display case?

Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Sunday School is Back in 
Session

Sunday School classes meet at 10:00 a.m.  We have 
groups for all ages.  The children and young adult 
classes are:

-Nursery-2nd grade:  Nursery room
-3rd-6th grade:  2nd floor, room on the “right”
-7th-12th/college:  2nd floor “couch” room

Adult Sunday School classes are:
-Good News Class 
meets in the church
 office
-Sanctuary Class meets
 in the  Sanctuary

Hope to see you there!

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

Erma’s Inspirations

Have courage for the great 
sorrows of life and patience 
for the small ones.  And when 
you have accomplished your 
daily task, go to sleep in peace.  
God is awake.
-Victor Hugo



The 125th Anniversary Committee has been busy 
planning the November 9 holiday bazaar.  Missy 
Smith has lined up over 16 vendors and Janet Murphy 
has planned three tables for our congregation.  Please 
help us by calling Missy or Janet to volunteer to help 
on Saturday, November 9.  Mark the date on your 
calendar and show up.  There will be special activities 
for children and food, as usual, at Grace Lutheran!

The planning committee will meet again on Tuesday, 
October 8 at 6:00 p.m.  Call Doris Jones for more 
information.

Lutheran 
Camping 
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Mug Club
Our next meeting of the Mug Club 

is October 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Stone Grille and Taphouse, which 
is located at 204 St. Charles Way in 
York.  Join us for “faith, friends and 
fermentation.”  

Halloween on 
the Street

Halloween on the Street which 
will be October 31 from 6-8:00 p.m. 
at the church.  Please come to help 
feed the 400 people who come to 
trick or treat or EAT!  Hope to see 
you there.

Graceful Women
The Graceful Women will be hosting a talk about 

trauma by Jennifer Rudolf.  Trauma 101 will cover 
what trauma is, how to care for others who have gone 
through trauma and how to practice self-care if you are 
ever in a trauma situation.  Given that we live in a 24/7 
news cycle society, we all need to know how to care 
for ourselves and others when we hear and experience 
violence and terrible events.  All are welcome to attend.

Update from the 125th 
Anniversary Committee

CAPTURE THE FLAG 
SPECTACULAR at Kirchenwald 
October 6 - Free

Review your camp map, paint 
your face, and practice your cone 

zone celebration dance. Invite your friends and family 
(parents, too) to join you in this CTF summer reunion 
event. Play alongside familiar faces from your week 
at camp, plus campers from every other week of the 
summer. Campfire worship to follow. This is a free 
event, but please RSVP by September 27.

FALL FOLIAGE DAY at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa 
October 20

Bring your family and friends to camp for a fall 
afternoon! Enjoy some of your favorite camp activities. 
An evening meal will be provided. Please contact the 
Camping Office to register by October 11.  Registration 
Fee: $10 per person, includes activities and an evening 
meal.

BAG TOSS TOURNAMENT at Kirchenwald's Fall 
Foliage Day October 20

Come out to the Annual Bag Toss Tournament at 
Kirchenwald’s Fall Foliage Day. Then enjoy all the 
special activities going on at camp, as well. Games start 
promptly at 1:00pm. $30 registration per team of two 
people. Registration fee includes participation in Fall 
Foliage Day activities (hayrides, pumpkin painting, 
etc) and dinner. Please contact the Camping Office to 
register by October 1.

During our joint committee 
meeting on the 17th of 
September, the Music and 
Worship Committee and our 

Food Pantry have decided to work together in creating 
a unique Fall Festival Event.  Unlike most fall events 
that include food, our festival will focus on filling 
the health care boxes that are distributed to our food 
pantry clients.  As you know, our allotment from the 
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank (CPFB) has been cut 
by $5000, causing Jack to eliminate some things that 
had previously been part of the food distribution.  All 
of the items in the health care boxes must be purchased 
from an outside source since they are not available 
from CPFB.  

We are asking you to help us fill the boxes in time 
for Christmas.  All donated items will be on display 
in the Welcome Center and Spirit Cellar so we can 
measure our accomplishments.  The biggest push for 
donations will begin on November 3 and continue 
through the 17th.  If, however, you want to begin now 
that is totally acceptable.  If you are uncomfortable 
with the shopping, you can donate cash in an envelope 
marked HEALTH CARE ITEMS, and Jack can use it to 
cover the cost of any additional items that will need to 
be purchased.  Below is a list of the number of items 
needed for this project:  33 (four packs) of toilet paper, 
119 boxes of tissues, 80 rolls of paper towels, 110 bottles 
of laundry detergent, 135 bottles of dish detergent, 
135 bottles of body wash, 145 bottles of shampoo, 110 
toothbrushes (soft), and 140 tubes of toothpaste.  If 
we can accomplish this goal, we will have saved over 
$1000 from Jack’s budget which can then be used to 
purchase more food. Please join us in this project of 
compassion for our clients.

Members 
Joining Forces
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Wedding Anniversaries

October Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
October’s flowers:

November’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy Birthday

t.O.g.s News

This month, the TOGs have a corn 
maze, a campfire, and the crisp 
smell of fall air planned as we go to 

Mazequest on October 20.  We meet at Grace at 1:00 
p.m.  The TOGs will pay for each TOG plus one friend.  
The campfire food will be provided by parents.  RSVP 
by October 6.

06 – In memory of our grandmothers, Doris 
Workinger & Dollie Miller, by Samantha & 
Dylan Miller.
13 – In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Augustus 
Neiman, Mr. & Mrs. Woodrow Fix, & 
Mr. & Mrs. Wiley Flinchbaugh by the 
Flinchbaugh & Fix families.
20 – In memory of the deceased loved ones 
by Ed Dellinger & family.
The pedestal flowers are sponsored by Dee 
Kerr
27 – In loving memory of husband Philip 
Douglas & son-in-law Allen May by Doris 
Douglas.

05 Evans & Donna Fishel
08 William & Sharon Stein
08 Richard & Jeri Zerance
10 Sam& Jeanne Laucks
11 Brett & Susan Hammers
12 Sami & Kirt Peters
14 Edward & Daune Hartman
20 Chris & Doris Golden
24 Joe & Lorann Jacobs
27 Drew & Robin Walker
29 Vincent & Angie Kicas
29 Thomas & Jennifer Kuhn

01 Doris Douglas
02 Julia Kinard
02 Amy Steinke-Fleming
07 Roy Grove
08 Beth Hollingworth
08 Regina Thompson
09 Jeffrey Barker
09 Jana Shoffner
16 Kelly Anderson
17 Thalia Jones
17 Mark Stanley

18 Jennifer Rudolf
19 Regan Flory
21 Wicky Barnes, III
23 Linda Dennish
23 Ally Warntz
25 Dayne Bailey
25 David Laucks
29 Lisa Germick
29 Germar Rudolf
30 Melisa Dellinger
30 JoHanna Shaffer

03 – In memory of Sterling & Arlene Smith 
by the family
The pedestal flowers are in memory of 
Adam B. Sullivan by Ned & Julia Kinard
10 – In memory of Loretta Jackson by 
Wendy Mummert
17 – In memory of Luther & Margaret 
Curran and Jacob & Ruth Keener by their 
children & the family
24 – In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
family

Fall clean-up 
is scheduled 
for October 5 
beginning at 9:00 
a.m.  Outside, we 

will be cleaning all of the flower beds of their summer 
foliage and inside we will be cleaning the kitchen, 
social room, Sanctuary and welcome center.  Of course, 
getting all of this accomplished will depend on how 
many people come to volunteer.  If you prefer to work 
outside, please bring clippers and gloves.  Inside 
workers will need gloves only if they are sensitive to 
cleaning products.  Those unable to attend on the 5th 
can always come at other times during the week prior 
to the 5th to work.  All of the plants outside (except for 
the lamb’s ear and the dusty miller) need to be cut back 
to the ground.  You can get black garbage bags from 
the office to use for collecting the debris and deposit it 
in the garbage cans.  There will be a list in the office of 
the projects that need to be done inside so you could 
pick and choose at your leisure.  Even though we have 
a cleaning service, there are many places that are not 
cleaned routinely so your help in keeping God’s house 
clean and presentable is very much appreciated.  Please 
mark your calendar for October 5th and join us in this 
very important activity.  And don’t forget, Dunkin’ 
Donuts for everyone!



6

O
c
t

o
b

e
r

Su
nd

ay
 

M
on

da
y 

Tu
es

da
y 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 

Th
ur

sd
ay

 
Fr

id
ay

 
Sa

tu
rd

ay
 

 
 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
 

     

6:
15

 S
pi

rit
 C

el
la

r 
Pr

ac
tic

e 
9:

00
am

 M
at

in
s (

M
or

ni
ng

 
W

or
sh

ip
) 

11
:4

5a
m

 S
om

et
hi

ng
 to

 
Ch

ew
 O

n 
6:

30
pm

 H
an

db
el

l C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

7:
15

pm
 S

en
io

r C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

7:
00

pm
 G

ra
ce

fu
l 

W
om

en
 

6:
00

pm
 B

le
ss

in
g 

of
 th

e 
A

ni
m

al
s 

9:
00

am
 F

al
l C

le
an

up
 

6 
7 

8 
9 

10
 

11
 

12
 

9:
0a

m
 C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

  
Se

rv
ic

e 
10

:0
0a

m
 S

un
da

y 
Sc

ho
ol

 
10

:4
5a

m
 T

ra
di

tio
na

l 
Se

rv
ic

e 

 
6:

15
 S

pi
rit

 C
el

la
r 

Pr
ac

tic
e 

7:
00

pm
 F

in
an

ce
 

Co
m

m
itt

ee
 

9:
00

am
 M

at
in

s (
M

or
ni

ng
 

W
or

sh
ip

) 
6:

30
pm

 H
an

db
el

l C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

7:
15

pm
 S

en
io

r C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

6:
30

pm
 C

ou
nc

il 
M

ee
tin

g 
 

 

13
 

14
 

15
 

16
 

17
 

18
 

19
 

9:
0a

m
 C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

  
Se

rv
ic

e 
10

:0
0a

m
 S

un
da

y 
Sc

ho
ol

 
10

:4
5a

m
 T

ra
di

tio
na

l 
Se

rv
ic

e 
1:

00
pm

 H
ol

y 
G

ro
un

ds
 

O
ff

ic
e 

Cl
os

ed
 

6:
15

 S
pi

rit
 C

el
la

r 
Pr

ac
tic

e 
6:

30
pm

 M
iss

io
n 

&
 

D
isc

ip
le

 C
om

m
itt

ee
 

9:
00

am
 M

at
in

s (
M

or
ni

ng
 

W
or

sh
ip

) 
6:

30
pm

 H
an

db
el

l C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

7:
15

pm
 S

en
io

r C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

8:
00

am
 B

ish
op

’s 
Co

nv
oc

at
io

n 
6:

30
pm

 B
oo

k 
Cl

ub
 

 
7:

00
pm

 S
t J

oh
n’

s 
A

nn
iv

er
sa

ry
 D

in
ne

r 

20
 

21
 

22
 

23
 

24
 

25
 

26
 

9:
0a

m
 C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

  
Se

rv
ic

e 
10

:0
0a

m
 S

un
da

y 
Sc

ho
ol

 
10

:4
5a

m
 T

ra
di

tio
na

l 
Se

rv
ic

e 
1:

00
pm

 T
O

G
S 

Fa
llf

es
t 

 
6:

15
 S

pi
rit

 C
el

la
r 

Pr
ac

tic
e 

9:
00

am
 M

at
in

s (
M

or
ni

ng
 

W
or

sh
ip

) 
6:

30
pm

 H
an

db
el

l C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

7:
15

pm
 S

en
io

r C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

6:
30

pm
 M

ug
 C

lu
b 

 
 

27
 

28
 

29
 

30
 

31
 

 
 

9:
0a

m
 C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

  
Se

rv
ic

e 
10

:0
0a

m
 S

un
da

y 
Sc

ho
ol

 
10

:4
5a

m
 T

ra
di

tio
na

l 
Se

rv
ic

e 
12

:0
0p

m
 O

kt
ob

er
fe

st
 

 
6:

15
 S

pi
rit

 C
el

la
r 

Pr
ac

tic
e 

9:
00

am
 M

at
in

s (
M

or
ni

ng
 

W
or

sh
ip

) 
6:

30
pm

 H
an

db
el

l C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

7:
15

pm
 S

en
io

r C
ho

ir 
Re

he
ar

sa
l 

6:
00

pm
 H

al
lo

w
ee

n 
on

 
th

e 
St

re
et

 
 

 

 


