6 MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

' ’ Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 26, 20238 | Eleven O'clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists
have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

Please fill out a Connection Card found in
the back of the pew if you are visiting with
us, would like to sign up for upcoming
events, have a prayer request, or need to
update your contact information.

If you are visiting with us for the first time,

please find an usher to receive
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at
mulberrymethodist.org.
Stay updated on the Mulberry community
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!
Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is
livestreamed on Facebook. You can
download the Sunday bulletin at
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/
bulletins.

GIVING

You can make your offering to God by
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give
or by scanning the QR code, which will
take you directly to our church’s secure
giving website.
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ACCESSIBILITY

Hearing Assistive devices are available

and can be found in the narthex by the

usher station. Please ask an usher for
assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The artwork on the cover is a photo taken by Communications Director Millie Thompson.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation
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Entrance & Praise

Opening Voluntary Prepare the Royal Highway Paul Manz
Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn
Lighting of the Advent Candle Spencer, Megan, & Sarah Smith

One: As we light this candle, we remember that God came to us in Jesus, the
“ultimate opening of the gates of heaven.” As we prepare for the birth of Christ,
we make room in our lives to encounter Christ’s presence this day. We trust

that God comes to us through our own “gates of heaven” where we, like Jacob,
are blessed to be a blessing to others.

All: Come, Lord, and open in us the gates of your kingdom.

* Opening Hymn The Promised Coming Kingdom ELLACOMBE

The promised coming kingdom is now revealed on earth,
Not in a warrior’s vic’try in a stranger’s birth.
With animals attending and shepherds standing by,
The silent night is rendered by precious newborn cries.

With truth his sharpest weapon, good will his gift to all,
And peace his mode of battle, his might and pow’r seem small.
Yet, love can fin’lly conquer, revealed in word and deed,

For in this infant’s coming now hatred finds defeat.

Recount the ancient story to children yet today,
The promised coming kingdom is theirs to celebrate!
And just as in the manger love came with us to lodge,

The kingdom still is coming in ev’ry child of God.
- Terre Johnson



* Affirmation of Faith Rev. Stone

Who is this whose silent advent summons mortals now to see? Word of
God made flesh in secret, wisdom of eternity. Stand amazed as you behold
him: Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate: Fully
human and divine!

Reason cracks; it cannot hold him. God and man enfleshed as one! Faith
alone, mind’s transformation, leads us to embrace the Son. God’s abode
enclosed no longer, by the cult to temple tied. Holiness is loosed among us,
all creation sanctified!

Harbinger of final triumph, infant born in Bethlehem; Come in fullness now
to save us, break into our lives again! Stand amazed as you behold him:
Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate: Fully human

and divine!
By Lynn M. Labs © 2004, cf. Upper Room Worshipbook #205

* Gloria Patri Hail to the Lord’s Anointed ELLACOMBE

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!

Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;
to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

Baptism of Neva & Jack Fickling Dr. Goshorn & Rev. Stone

Please turn in your hymnal to pages 35-36 for congregational responses.

Baptismal Hymn God Claims You

Jack and Neva, God claims you,
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too.

We this day do all agree a child of God you’ll always be.
Jack and Neva, God claims you,
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too.

We your family love you so, we vow to help your faith to grow.
Jack and Neva, God claims you,
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too.

We are here to say this day that we will help you on your way.
Jack and Neva, God claims you,

God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too.
- By Stanley M. Farr © 1981, cf. the Book of Worship #175



Reception into Mulberry Street UMC of Frannie Fickling

Please turn in your hymnal to page 38 for congregational responses.

Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time.
Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Proclamation & Response

Anthem Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Michael Praetorius

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming,

As men of old have sung.

It came, a flow’ret bright,

Amid the cold of winter,

When half spent was the night.

Isaiah 'twas foretold it,

The Rose | have in mind;

With Mary we behold it,

The virgin mother kind.

To show God’s love aright,

She bore to men a Savior,
When half spent was the night.
- Tr. Theodore Baker

Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (Pew Bible pg 143) Dr. Goshorn

“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that
the LORD your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you
are about to cross into and occupy, ? so that you and your children and your
children’s children may fear the LorD your God all the days of your life and
keep all his decrees and his commandments that | am commanding you,
so that your days may be long. ® Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them
diligently, so that it may go well with you and so that you may multiply
greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the LoRrD, the God of your
ancestors, has promised you.




*“Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. ® You shall love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

8 Keep these words that | am commanding you today in your heart.” Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when
you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. ® Bind them as a sign on
your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, °® and write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Dr. Goshorn

Morning Prayer Rev. Stone

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of our Tithes & Gifis

Offertory Meditation on O Come, Emmanuel Gilbert Martin

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the offering plate.

* Doxology Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.



Sending Forth

* Hymn No. 206 | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON
Benediction & Sending Forth Dr. Goshorn
Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Emma Lou Diemer
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News of the Church

Advent Common Devotional | “Advent in Plain Sight” by Jill J. Duffield

This Advent season we will be reading the daily devotional “Advent in Plain Sight”
by Jill J. Duffield. Purchase the book online or in the Mulberry Market and begin
reading on Sunday, November 26!

The Ainsworth Choir Service of Lessons and Carols | December 3

The Ainsworth Choir will present a traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
as part of their Advent and Christmas observance. The congregation will enjoy
beautiful renditions of familiar carols, as well as choral pieces that are new to
their ears and sure to become favorites.

Keep up with us online!

: Ej Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing
F to our weekly newsletter!
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!




REV. DR. TED GOSHORN
Senior Pastor
tgoshorn@mulberrymethodist.org

REV. PAYTON STONE
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pstone@mulberrymethodist.org

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries
ereece@mulberrymethodist.org

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music
tjohnson@mulberrymethodist.org

HUNTER GODSEY
Church Administrator
hgodsey@mulberrymethodist.org

MILLIE THOMPSON
Director of Communications

mthompson@mulberrymethodist.org

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist & Financial Secretary
zgolden@mulberrymethodist.org

ONNA POLLARD
Adminstrative Assitant
opollard@mulberrymethodist.org
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478.719.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org
Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

—— About Our Worship ——

Worship begins with God. When we
gather for worship, God meets us and
speaks to us, and we listen to God and
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come
together in response to God’s invitation
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response”
we are addressed by God through
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this
movement, we listen to readings from
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered
community.

Once a month, we participate in
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In
this movement, we come to the Table to
celebrate what God has done in Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and
we’re nourished by the special outpouring
of grace offered in this sacred act.

The fourth and final movement is the
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and
sent into the world to share the heart of
God with a world in need.

— Season of Advent ———

The season of Advent, which is the
four Sundays leading up to Christmas,
is a time of preparation and anticipation
for the coming of Christ. It is also the
beginning of the church year. The color
of the paraments is blue to represent the
hope and expectation that define Advent.



