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& PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHs Third Sunday of Advent

An asterisk * in the bulletin invites all to stand. If unable to do so, please remain seated.
Childcare is available during worship service at the Nursery on the left side of Sanctuary.
Please fill out the information in the red welcome folders and leave the filled pages on top of folder.

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS (Leader, People)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
And also with you.

INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Psalm 8)

O God, my Beloved, how powerful is Your Name in all the earth!
You, whose glory is sung in heaven by the angels and saints,
God, with the innocence and spontaneity of a child, You confound those
who are mighty and proud; You quiet the unloving and fearful.
When I look up at the heavens, at the work of Your creation,
at the infinite variety of Your imagination;
What is woman that You rejoice in her, and man that You delight in him?
You have made us in Your image; You fill us with Your Love.
You have made us co-creators of the earth. Guardians of the planet!
As the holy stable contained your Son among the creatures,
and as Mary and Joseph received the humble and the grand,
Let us see our nature fulfilled in the incarnation, and our wonder restored in

the Christmas story.
Let us imagine that we might all gather round and be beloved.
Let us worship God.
*HYMN No. 3 “Comfort, Comfort You My People’
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Great Lord of Heaven and Nature, we sing hymns and prayers in church,
but not enough in our homes.

Help us not take our abundance of food and drink for granted.

Give us the grace to thank You when we dine together, and when we are alone.
Forgive us when we take the people around us for granted, and help us
forgive those who most frustrate us.

In your mercy, forgive us when we bear grudges and spread distrust.




O God, we know that your moral laws have not been repealed,

and that they apply to everyone.

Jesus warned us that divided houses cannot stand.

He reminded us of the poor man outside the gate.

By your Spirit, may we see through walls of hostility, ignorance, and prejudice.
Help us bring our best selves to the struggles of life.

Cast out our fear and anxiety, and give us energy and steadfastness to embrace the good
O Lord, hear our prayer.

[Time of silence; pouring of baptismal water signifying God’s cleansing grace.]

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (adapting Matthew 1: 21's words to Joseph)
God's gift of the new covenant overcomes all alienation. God’s grace combines
in us humility and dignity. In the name of the one who was "to be named
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins," we are forgiven, renewed,
and restored.

*PRAISE TO GOD “Gloria Patri” Hymn No. 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*CHORAL RESPONSE “I am Loved”
I am loved, I am loved, I can risk loving you
For the one Who knows me best loves me most
I am loved, you are loved. Won’t you please take my hand
We are free to love each other. We are loved! We are loved!

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4 OT p. 889-890
Jeremiah 33:15-17, 20-22, 31:31-34 OTp. 738, 735

WORD TO THE CHILDREN

SECOND READING I Peter 1:10-12 NTp. 232

SERMON Refiner’s Fire and New Covenant  Rev. Chris Iosso
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH “Everywhere, Everywhere, Christmas Tonight”

by Phillips Brooks
“For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all,
No palace too great and no cottage too small;
The angels who welcome Him sing from the height,
In the city of David, a King in His might.
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight!
Then let every heart keep its Christmas within,




Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s hatred for sin,
Christ’s care for the weakest, Christ’s courage for right,
Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s love of the light.

*HymN NO. 11 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY INVITATION

*DoxoLocy “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  Hymn No. 592

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
PastoraL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HymN NO. 36 “In the Bleak Winter”
*B

ENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’'m a part of the family of God.

I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood.
Join hands together as we travel this sod.

For we’re part of the family, the family of God

*PosTLUDE

Grace and peace to all of you in worship this morning!
We hope you experience a warm welcome and nourishment for your spirit by word, music and prayer.
We invite you to refreshments at the Westminster Hall after the service worship.

Rev. Christian Iosso, PhD, Interim Minister
Dewey Moss, Director of Music
The Tierney Family, Advent Candle Lighting
Maddox Mingucci, Liturgist
Rebecca Osterman, Usher




