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From the Pastor’s Desk:  Created for Community

A big “thank you” to Barb 
Taute and Tom Kerr who 
willingly volunteered to be 
your representatives to the 
36th Lower Susquehanna 
Synod’s 2023 Assembly.  
The theme was “Created for 
Community”.  The Triune 
God reminds us that all 
things are created to be in 
relationship with each other.  
We are created to be and do 
and to exist in relationships 
as a community.  Our faith 
grows stronger and deeper when we live and work 
and play in a community of faith.  When we gather 
in community as a synod at the synod assembly each 
year, we join together to move God’s church in a 
faithful direction.

At this year’s assembly, here are some of the actions 
taken to move God’s church in the Lower Susquehanna 
synod:

•Welcomed Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton as 
  our churchwide representative; the Rev. Emmanuel 
 Mchomvu from our companion synod, the Konde
 Diocese of the ELC in Tanzania, and synod Bishop
 Emeritus Guy Edmiston.
•Elected the Rev. Carl Rabbe as synod secretary.
•Adopted a Fiscal Year 2024-25 budget of
  $2,624,223.35.
•Adopted minimum salary guidelines for pastors 
  and deacons for Fiscal Year 2024.
•Ratified the Synod Council’s adoption of Discerning
   a Bishop, Preliminary Identification Process Leading
  to the Election of a Bishop, and adopted 2025 Rules
  of Procedure for the Election of a Bishop.
•Adopted a new bylaw that permits each
  congregation to elect up to two additional voting
 members – one who is a youth or young adult
 and one who is a person of color or whose primary 
 language is other than English.

Elected the following:
To the Synod Council: Rev. Molly Haggerty, Rev. 

Daniel Shantu, Danielle Erdley, Chuck Bissell, Lisa 
Dubay, and Jonah Kroft

To the Consultation Committee: Rev. Jeffrey 
Compton, Rev. Eckert, Rev. Susan Scott, Melanie 
Ferree-Wurster, and Susan Ryder

To the Committee on Discipline:  Rev. Gretchen 
Ierien, Rev. Miriam Nicholson, Richard Konkel, Esq., 

Fay Nichols, and Moses 
Kavishe.

Outside of these things, 
we also adopted, amended, 
and relocated parts of the 
constitution to allow for the 
changes made for the election 
for the Bishop and the process 
for selecting alternate voting 
members of the Churchwide 
Assembly.

Overall, there were 451 
voting members, 321 attended on Friday, and 349 on 
Saturday.  The full Digest of Actions will be posted 
on the bulletin board in the entryway of the church if 
you’d like to see more detail.  

If you plan to vacation this summer, remember 
to take Jesus with you.  And because we have been 
created to be and to stay in community in Jesus Christ, 
send pictures to the office of where you’ve been and 
what you’ve been doing.  If you have people in your 
picture, make sure they don’t mind their picture being 
displayed on social media.  Can’t wait to see how far 
we’ve travelled and what exciting things have been 
done/accomplished through Christ.  

Happy Summer to all,

Your Sister in Christ, Pastor Debbie
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News

Pastoral Acts

In attendance:  Dee Kerr, Sam Laucks, 
Veronica Carter, Scott Hildebrand, 
Suzanne Yendall, Christine Cousler-Womack, Chris 
Jacobs, and Pr. Debbie Mahady.  The meeting was called 
to order at 6:41 p.m. by Treasurer Scott Hildebrand, and 
Pastor opened with a prayer.

Pastor Debbie reported eight visits in May and one 
death. Multiple members are currently in the hospital. 

Food Pantry Ministry:  Scott explained our Food 
Pantry process to our guest, Christine. Some examples 
of Grace "miracles" were mentioned. (See the Food 
Pantry News article for more details).  Scott reported 
on a very successful and fast packing event for the 
Food Pantry. The USPS food drive yielded 1,000 lbs. 
of food. A lot of work goes into the delivery, sorting 
and storing of the items. The most recent distribution 
in June had 88 households registered. 

Christine Cousler-Womack was in attendance to 
propose having a booth at the Red Lion Street Fair.  
The fee is $50 for a non-profit space. She is willing to 
coordinate the day and chair the planning committee.  
Pastor Debbie made a motion that we secure a spot, 
which was seconded by Sam.  The motion passed 
unanimously. Sam also mentioned we consider 
attending ‘Suds and Songs’ next year. Pastor Debbie 
recommended Mission and Discipleship be the contact 
point. Suzanne donated a portion of the registration 
fee.

Treasurer's Report: Scott reported on his frustration 
with Wilmington Trust and the delay of the Lock Trust 
liquidation.  Some discussion was held to brainstorm 
ideas to get the process moving.  Bill Fordney 
recommended we move some money from the Merrill 
Lynch (ML) account to carry us over the lean summer 
months.  Dee made a motion we have Scott research the 
minimum balance requirements for the ML account.  
Pastor Debbie recommended he report back to us in an 
email and we then vote electronically to pass or deny 
the request.  The motion was seconded by Suzanne, and  
passed unanimously.  A further discussion was held 
on the legality of the authorized use of the liquidated 
funds in the ML account.  Chris Jacobs recommended 
we seek a third-party legal opinion to confirm that we 
are being responsible fiduciaries to use the funds.  A 
lengthy discussion followed.  Pastor was asked to seek 
the assistance of the synod legal team.  Sam made a 
motion to have Pastor contact the synod legal team 
for assistance and she report back in an email.  Dee 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Scott 
abstaining. 

Other items:  There is no new information on the roof 
insurance claim. Dee will contact the adjustor for an 
update.  The last topic to discuss was Mary's vacation 
and how that Sunday's music would be handled; 
recorded vs. live.

The meeting ended at 8:33 p.m. with the Lord's 
Prayer.  Our next meeting is July 13 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
church. 

Funeral-  Connie Heiss passed away on 
June 21.  A celebration of life service was held 
on June 28 at 2:00 p.m. at the church.  She is 
interred at Red Lion Cemetery.  Connie served 
as our church secretary for many years.

Pastor Debbie made seven home visits, five hospital 
visits, and attended the Synod Assembly for two days.

We are partnering with St. Johns UCC this year.  
Please consider volunteering to help.  There are all 
kinds of duties, and no experience is necessary.  If you 
would like to sign up, see the sheet in the Welcome 
Center.  For our younger members, the sign-up link is:  
https://forms.gle/j3xMb5ZsWXCeBzxK8

A WEEK TO REACH & ENGAGE
Whether they’re preschool or elementary aged kids, 

or adult learners, all will move to follow Jesus here, 
there, and everywhere with this engaging, hands-on 
Vacation Bible School program.

This is not your grandparents vacation Bible school. 
This is an engaging, strategic, fun-filled week to set the 
tone for the Very Best Summer (VBS).  It starts with 
the Bible and utilizes simple, memorable Bottom Lines 
to help students remember how God’s Word fits into 
their everyday lives.  Using examples from across the 
New Testament including the Resurrection, Paul’s 
conversion and Pentecost, kids will learn to move 
forward in their own journey of faith.

Vacation Bible School at St. John's will be Sunday, July 
16 - Thursday, July 20, from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m., and the 
closing celebration will be during Worship on Sunday, 
July 23. It is for children ages 4 (potty trained) through 
Grade 5 (completed), and an Adult Bible Study will 
occur during the week on the same VBS themes as the 
children will hear.  Looking forward to seeing you at 
Ready, Set, Move!



The Display Case honors our graduates of the class 
of 2023.  Here are their profiles:

High School
Natalie Rudolf

Parents: Jen and Germar Rudolf
School: Red Lion High School, 
graduated Cum Laude, and was a 
member of the National Honor 
Sociey and Tri M (Modern Music 
Masters)
Future Plans: Attend PSU 
at University Park to major in 
anthropology

Colleges & Universities
Dena Hildebrand

Parents: Scott Hildebrand & Karen Ruth, Brian & 
Lori Overmiller
School: York College, Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetist (CRNA)
Future Plans: Nurse Anesthetist (WellSpan)

Taylor Jones
Parents: Thalia Jones (deceased)
School: Penn State University, graduated Magna 
Cum Laude with a Health Policy and 
Administration bachelor’s degree and a program 
student marshal award for her major
Future Plans: Pursuing a master’s degree from 
Pennsylvania State University, 2024

Dylan Rexroth
Parents: Kristi and Dan Rexroth
School: George Washington University, graduated 
Summa Cum Laude in 3 years
Future Plans: Pursuing a master’s degree in public 
administration at George
Washington University

Katelyn (Hildebrand) Rexroth
Parents: Lowell & Tami Hildebrand
School: Pennsylvania College of Health Sciences,  
Registered Nurse
Future Plans: Unsure currently

Griffin Warntz
Grandparents: Jack & Ellen Warntz
School: Rochester Institute of Technology, BS & MS 
in Environmental Health Safety, Summa Cum 
Laude, Outstanding Undergraduate Scholar Award, 
and Excellence in Student Life Award
Future Plans: Working for Boeing in Seattle
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

What’s in the display case?
Our July read is Enigma by 

Catherine Coulter.  Amazon.com 
Review has this to say about the 
book:

After Agent Dillon Savich 
stops a crazy man from harming 

a pregnant woman, the man unexpectedly falls into 
a coma. Doctors discover a drug in his blood they 
can’t identify, and his only identification is a yellow 
wristband marked E2. Did this John Doe escape from 
a mental hospital? And why was he at the pregnant 
woman’s house? When her newborn baby is kidnapped 
from the hospital, Savich realizes there’s a connection 
between the kidnapping and the unconscious John 
Doe. DNA tests uncover a startling fact: his cells are 
unlike any other—he’s an Enigma.

Savich, Sherlock, and an FBI team of experts must find 
the kidnapped baby, uncover the link, and determine 
what bizarre drug was used on John Doe and, most 
importantly, why.

Meanwhile, Liam Hennessey, aka Manta Ray, a 
convicted bank robber, escapes from the Federal 
Marshals on his transport to a federal penitentiary. 
He and his “handlers” are seen going into the Daniel 
Boone National Forest. Savich sends Agents Cam 
Wittier and Jack Cabot after them.

Why break out this violent criminal? Or did the safe 
deposit box he stole and hid before he was captured 
contain something critically dangerous to somone? 
Wittier and Cabot are in hot pursuit. What they 
discover turns the case sideways.

Coulter’s latest dual-plot thriller will keep you 
guessing as Savich, Sherlock, Cabot, 
and Wittier uncover surprise after 
surprise in this race against the clock 
until the shocking conclusions.

We meet in the Welcome Center 
every third Thursday of the month at 
6:30 p.m.  We get our books through 
the York County Library System.  We 
love to have new members, so if you 
would like a copy of the book through 
our account, see Geri Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf.  Happy 
reading!

Book Club

The Graceful Women are having their annual 
summer picnic at Nancy Golden’s house.  We are 
again doing last name food assignments.  If you are 
A-G, bring a dessert.  
If you are H-O bring 
a salad or vegetables.  
Finally, the names 
P-Z should bring 
beverages or fruit.  
The picnic is on July 6 
at 6:30 p.m.  Hope to 
see you there!

Graceful women
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We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Lutheran Camping 
The Lutheran Camping 

Corporation is always hosting 
fun activities right here in 
Central Pennsylvania.  For 
more details, check out 
the website:  https://www.
lutherancamping.org/. Here is 
what is offered at our Lutheran 
Camps for the month of July:

Elder Camp – July 9-15 at Nawakwa.  This week is 
specially designed for adults 55 and older. It runs 
alongside, and sometimes runs circles around, our 
youth camp, from Sunday – Saturday.

Kids at Heart – July -15 at Kirchenwald.  Why should 
kids have all the fun? This week of camp for campers 
aged 18 and older is a perfect mix of activities and 
relaxation. Make time for socializing, play, and/or 
working on personal projects, all while strengthening 
your faith and sleeping in the comfort of the 
SchreiberHaus Lodge.

Family Camp I – July 16-22 at Nawakwa.  Families 
of all sorts of shapes and sizes have been coming to 
Nawakwa for over forty years! For two weeks each 
summer, family units move into Nawakwa’s cabins 
and lodges and create a unique community indeed!  
Many adults spend the morning hours in Bible study 
with a pastor-in-residence while the kid-size campers 
are divided by age group to attend to all sorts of 
campy activities with the Nawakwa counseling staff.  
Afternoons feature a full schedule of swimming, crafts, 
hikes, bike rides, tournament games, book discussions, 
playground time, and championship napping. (You 
are free to participate in any or none of these choices.)
Evenings always feature worship for the community 
and some sort of festivity.  And, of course, mealtimes 
are always a big attraction. With plenty of lodging 
available at both sessions, this is just the year to give 
Family Camp a try.

Dinner Church – July 30 from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Wittel 
Farm. The name says it all.

erma’s inspirations
Sunflower

With the loyalty
Of a sunflower
Facing the sun

From east to west
 From dawn ‘til dusk

Following with rapt admiration
Its course and direction-

So would I
Follow thee
This day,
Dear Lord.

Amen
-Samuel Pugh



Have you ever wondered 
what happens to the 
donations you give to the 
church’s yard sale ministry 
that is connected to the food 
pantry?  When we had our 
food distribution in June, we 

had about 80 people come to the social room to “shop.”  
It was so wonderful to see clients find things they 
really needed, like the lady who needed a microwave 
and there it was at the end of the morning, just waiting 
for her!  Or the young man who was looking for shoes 
since all he had were flip-flops.  Even the teenage girls 
who were able to pick out summer outfits, since they 
had out-grown all their last summer clothing.  It was a 
great morning, but we still had many things remaining. 

We called Community Reach and extended an 
invitation for their clients to come to Grace to look 
through our remaining items.  There were about six 
families who tentatively arrived not knowing what 
to expect.  There was a young man who had been 
interviewing for jobs, but did not have suitable clothes 
to be successful.  Fortunately, one of our helpers 
searched through the piles and located a long-sleeved 
dress shirt, a matching tie and believe it or not, size 
thirteen dress shoes!  Our guests shopped until 11:45 
a.m. when we thought about closing shop.  As we 
stopped at the office to say goodbye, our secretary 
Teryl, said, ” Look out there.  Here comes another 
shopper.”  Our shopper was from Peru, and spoke 
no English, but we managed to help him find several 
shirts, several pairs of pants/shorts, blankets, shoes 
and socks, knick-knacks, and some health products.  
We volunteers were riding high because we could 
help this person.  In fact, we helped him so much, he 
brought his brother to shop the next day.  

The miracles didn’t stop there!  On Thursday, we got 
a call from a foster mom who had just received a little 
boy with very little personal items.  We told her to come 
to church where she could find things to help her.  She 
was overwhelmed when she viewed the abundance 
in our social room.  They were able to find clothes, 
diapers, books, clothing, jackets, and some very special 
toys the child fell in love with immediately.  So, if you 
are down-sizing and think you will just toss your 
unwanted items in the trash, please remember this 
article and the number of people who could be blessed 
by your donations.  If you would like to witness this 
in person, volunteers are always needed and greatly 
appreciated. You will never regret your participation 
in this ministry at Grace.

Yard Sale Ministry News More Anniversary Memories
In case you didn’t see it, one of our member artists, 

Keith McCleary, designed the 125th book cover.  We 
also wanted to mention the tireless efforts of the 
Anniversary committee who had a larger task than 
they signed up for thanks to COVID-19.  Members of 
the committee included:  Tom Smith, Keith McCleary, 
Charles Murphy*, Chris Golden, Sandy Stauffer*, 
Malissa Smith, Doris Jones*, Jack Jones, and Janet 
Murphy, who was the secretary.  Amy Hartman 
captured some more photos of the event we wanted to 
share as well, and are at the bottom of the page.

(* now deceased)

Church historians, Janet Murphy and Pat Mummert, 
wanted to share an image of where it all began.  This 
photo of the picnic shelter in Fairmount Park where 
members of Grace Lutheran Church first held services.  
The photo was taken in 1919.
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Wedding Anniversaries

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
July’s flowers:

August’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

07- Josie & Tom Flory
12 - Jeremy & Samantha Christenberry
15 - Todd & Jennifer Osterhaus

01 - McKenna Harrison
01 - Samantha Harrison
04 - Janet Becker
05 - David Fishel
05 - Jeanne Williams
06 - Darla Ray Hodson
07 - Nancy Golden
08 - Estella Bucher
06 - Dylan Rexroth
10 - Jack Warntz
10 - Jeri Zerance
11 - James Bucher
17 - Christopher Hanzlik
17 - Mickalla Martin
18 - Ryan Bennett
19 - Erma Grim
22 - Mindy Fleming-Steinke
22 - Peggy Rotz
22 - Anna Wagner
24 - Carole Wagner
26 - Abby Snyder
26 - Connie Walters
27 - Cory Stein
28 - Jacob Shaffer
29 - Ava Heiss

July Celebrations

02- In memory of Mr & Mrs Preston 
      Smith, Elden L. Sprenkle by Andrea 
      Sprenkle
09- In memory of Clark Jacobs by the 
      family
16-The altar flowers are presented to the 
      glory of God
23- In memory of Mr & Mrs Spurgeon 
      Coeyman by Mr & Mrs Coeyman & 
      family
30- The altar flowers are presented to the 
      glory of God

06 - In memory of  John Collins 
    Schoomaker & our parents Mr & 
    Mrs MJ Schoomaker & Mr & Mrs 
    Albert Krout by Barb & Gary
-  The pedestal flowers are in memory
    of Phil Golden by Pat & the Golden
    Family

13 - In memory of Rose & Bill 
    Tomanek by the Jacobs family

20 – To the Glory of God
27 - In memory of Palmer Grim by Jean 
       & family
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