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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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(!} Birthdays & Anniversaries ! I

O Laura Hash , Offering envelopes are ready for pickup!
13 Dot Figher _ 'gff";“n You can find them on the table behind the pews.
— _Enveloges Please pick up your envelopes during Sunday

11: Bd & N Paneh 17: Chase Lubick
: orma fangburn 17: Russell Robertson Worship or office hours to help the church save
on postage costs.

19: Glenn Callaghan
20: Kathie Johnson

28: Elizabeth Bernhardt 1



(—) Seth’s Message
We continue our series of articles about how our

church works. Each month we will look at one of the
ministry teams, who is on the team, what they do, and

T how often and when they meet.

2 Last month our focus was on the Missions Committee.

m This month our attention is on the Christian Education

Committee.

The focus of this group is found in our name — Christian Edu-
cation. We take seriously this role and do our best to provide ministry to
the children and youth of our congregation. Our work is continually evolv-
ing. Each year we look at the congregation and decide what would be
best for our population. Due to our numbers, Kid’s Night meets on the
first Sunday of each month from 4 pm to 5 pm followed by dinner. Due to
our numbers, Youth Group meets from 3 pm to 5 pm on the first three
Sundays of the month. The only meal provided is shared with the Kid's
Group on the first Sunday of the month. We also work to make sure that
we provide for Vacation Bible School in the summer and a Christmas
program in the winter. Some of you caught our production of the Living
Nativity.
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In addition, we provide for Christian Education needs of our
special adults and support, as best we can, the adult Sunday school
class that meets at 9 am on Sunday mornings.

The group only meets as necessary. Members of the team are Ja-
net Helfrich (chairperson), Jill Graff, Brad Belke, Marcia Lubick, Lara
Robins, and Sheryl Tremis.

Next month we will look at the ministry brought to us by the Com-
mittee on Nominations.

Seth

Sermon Series

REVELATION — THE NEW JERUSALEM ... We all need a dose of
hope now and then, especially into the new year. We will look at the
Book of Revelation and examine how this work really is a passage about
hope. Our focus for three weeks in January will be on the final two chap-
ters of the Bible and in it learn about a New Jerusalem.

REVELATION — THE NEW JERUSALEM
January 5" — “See the Vision”, Revelation 21.1-7
January 12" — “How the City is Built”, Revelation 21.9-27
January 26™ — “We Have to Do Better”, Revelation 22.1-7
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Midweek Lipreaders — a Lay-led Bible study — meets
Thursday morning at 10:00 AM to continue our study of the
book “Growing Fruits of the Spirit”. The study is comprehen-
sive treatment of Paul’s concept of the “Fruits of the Spirit”,
but draws heavily from all parts of Holy Scripture. Anyone
who enjoys good conversation and hot Methodist coffee is
welcome to attend.

Midweek
Lipreaders
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Check out our new
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thrilled to share that the donations were delivered to the Butte Rescue
Mission. The Rescue Mission was very grateful to receive these dona-

Our youth recently organized a successful clothing drive, and we are
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tions. A big thank you to everyone who donated — your support makes a

real difference!
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IF JESUS CAME TO ALDERSGATE

Wouldn't it be an interesting change of pace if the
service at Aldersgate was led by whoever feels like
it that week? Of course, the problem might be that
no one feels like it and we all go home early or
someone like Chuck, Burt, or Brad ends up speaking
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out of a sense of duty, whether they really felt like it
or not. But wouldn't it be cool if everyone were bursting with
something that God had showed them that week and wanted to
share?
So, this week | am looking through the Gospel of Luke, because let’s
face it the first two chapters of Luke is where the Christmas story
lives, only this time | read on into chapter 4. The story of Jesus’ first
sermon, where Jesus had just come back from 40 days in the Wilder-
ness, returns to his hometown of Nazareth, enters the temple, is
handed the scroll of Isaiah, and reads these words from Isaiah
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
And then Jesus rolls up the scroll and sits down. Every eye in the
synagogue is on him and | am sure everyone is stunned and like,
wait a minute, what just happened? And then Jesus says to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Not a bad first sermon.
So, then | wondered what would happen if Jesus came to Aldersgate
on Sunday and preached? Maybe, just maybe, our Lord would say
something like,
The Spirit of the Lord has anointed him to bring good news to
the poor: 1) healthy food instead of hamburger helper with no
hamburger to the hungry; 2) All your student loans will be forgiven;
3) there will be clean water for the people of Flint Michigan, Brown-
ing Montana and Haiti; 4) that the Officers and Boards of all the
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Fortune 500 companies have elected to distribute all their own pay
raises, bonuses and stock options to the poor; and, 5) we will be
granted the understanding that our value has nothing to do with the
balance in our bank accounts.

The Spirit of the Lord has sent him to release the captives: 1) to
free the addicts from the needle and the bottle and the computer; 2)
to understand our own self worth and cure depression; 3) to bring
rest to the sleep-deprived caregivers; 4) to remove the bitterness
from those who can't let go of the past, and 5) to forgive the sinner.
And then | realize his message is going over 15 minutes and | won-
der if Jesus realizes how we do things here. And then | imagine him
looking at me, reading my thoughts and giving me the most loving
“seriously?” look ever and then everyone is laughing. And then | see
Gabriel and Daniel walking up to Jesus and offering him suckers they
got from Ms. Jackie, and he gladly taking them before continuing.

| have come to bring recovery of sight to the blind: 1) to forever
change the way we see people who are different than us; 2) To show
us the ways that our sin tears at the fabric of everything; 3) To help
us “see” glimpses of heaven in the here and now; and, 4) To allow us
to see ourselves as God see us, that there really is no “them” there is
only an “us”.

And then he sits down. And the whole church is staring at him, and
no one moves or says anything and then he says, “People, stop look-
ing at me — you have what you need. Today the scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.”

Today. At this very moment. And | envision our minds and hearts
and eyes are open, the doubts gone, the resentments vanished, and
the good news of God fulfilled in our hearing. And we were there.
So today my prayer for each of you is that you carry both the Christ-
mas Story and the message of Jesus with you into the New Year.
Amen.

Brad



