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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace
December, 2023 Lutheran!

L
F IFrom the Pastors Desk: Adventis Being Alert forthe
S Mz}a{jcstg of Qur| ord

“For the LORD o

sts has a da Part of me wanted to see the trees fall — just to see the
against all that 1s proud and lo tz, impact they made as they were falling, but another
against all that is lifted up and high;[*] part of me didn’t want to see their ending cut by a
13 against all the cedars of Lebanon, chain saw. I opted to leave, letting the logger topple
lofty and lifted up; the trees in silence.

and against all the oaks of Bashan;
14 against ”_ll the high mountains In the season of Advent, we anticipate the second
and against all the lofty hills; coming of our Lord — not as a baby, but in majesty and
15 against every high tower power. Isaiah writes that our Lord is greater than all
and against every fortified wall; the cedars of Lebanon and the oaks of Bashan. The

16 against all the ships of Tarshish

and against all the highly prized vessels. Lord stands higher than the dramatic backdrop of

) high mountains, lofty hills, high towers, fortified walls
17 The haughtiness of people shall be humbled, & NS, 101ty , g [ ,
and the pr%de ofeverfyIZ)nfshall be brought low, and even prized sailing ships. When I think that He

and the LORD alone will be exalted on that day.” is bigger and greater than all the majestic trees in my
(Isaiah 2:12-17) backyard, it not only makes me feel safe in his care, but

it gives me peace, knowing that He is in control of this
world. The world around us is chaotic, but the day is
surely coming when our Lord will be exalted, bringing
justice and peace.

Just as I had to decide whether or not to see those
gentle giant trees come crashing down, we all will have
to decide whether or not to stay awake and be alert for
the return of our Lord in his majesty and power. Thy
will be done Lord on earth as it is in heaven.

May the Christ Child warm you and your family with
His peace!

Merry Christmas!
Pastor Debbie

Behind our home stands a small forest of oak, maple,
and ash trees. They have been growing there for many

decades without being disturbed. Over time, they have . .

become diseased, an?l the woodpeckers have tgpped Inside this Issue
out a myriad of holes in which to live. They were Council News

leaning in just the right position for a perfect storm to Pastoral Acts

topple them onto our shed, yard, and house. So, this Church Family News
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week, I have a logger come in to cut some down and
trim others.

I love trees and the benefits we get from them. The Book Club
exchange of CO2 and Oxygen, the shade that keeps Recap of the Congregational Meeting.
our home’s temperature stable, and the habitat in The Notebooks of James Hazelwood..
which the birds and squirrels reside. God designed a Pictures from Events in the Fall

Chrismons Trivia Contest
Special Music for the Holidays

Discovery & Connection Schedule
However, several of those trees had to be removed Birthda;l;z, Anniversaries & Flowers

before they did major damage to our property. They Graceful Women for This Month
stood proud and lofty at about eighty feet and weighed Calendar
about 1000 pounds each. The majesty of those trees!

beautiful world.




WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

Our December display compliments
our December bible study theme, It’s
A Wonderful Life. We hope you enjoy
our ‘All-About-Christmas’ theme with a
nativity and lots of angels.

When contemplating the movie, and
how ingrained it is with the Christmas
season, The Beacon staff decided to do
an online search about ‘Lessons from It’s
a Wonderful Life’. You wouldn’t believe how many
there are! They include: love lessons, financial lessons,
self-concept lessons, sales and leadership lessons, little
lessons, harmful lessons, (and even gift ideas). It is
hoped that when you look at the memorabilia in the
case, you prioritize what is truly important about the
season. When you are tempted to get caught up in the
hectic holiday stress, and rushing around to make the
‘perfect holiday’” - remember... “No man is a failure
who has friends!

CHURCH

COUNCI

There will be no submission of Council
Minutes this month.  We realized we have
been sending the minutes before they were officially
approved by Council. The delay is needed to ensure
everything is accurate and approved before sending
them out via The Beacon.

Therefore, January’s submission will be the minutes
from the November meeting. You can always ask
any council member about what is happening in the CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

meetings, or even join if you are feeling called to serve. Dear Grace Lutheran Family

Sharon and I would just like
to say, “Thank You” for your
F nstarﬂ’l A’Cts b { o outp(})’uring of sympathy ir}ll our

Pastor Debbie has not been as active in ? oo _*'-2 *_.recent loss of Dustin. There’s

visiting last month due to her ongoing illness. ? \ really no words that can make

She did make 5 phone calls and one visit. "~ W%y ' our pain go away, but our

Church and our friends have

November 25 - Celebration of Life and been there for us. The cards and calls have been very

Visitation. Dustin Bucher, the son of Sharon and Jim helpful to help us through this time of sorrow. We are
Bucher, brother to Jared, and grandson to Estellapassed ~ keeping everyone in our prayers,

away on September 2. Pastor Debbie participated in
the memorial. -Jim and Sharon Bucher
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LUTHERAN CAMPING

Even in winter, the Lutheran
Camps in Central PA are active. The
events described can be viewed in
more detail on their website: www.
lutherancamping.org. Here are the
December offerings:

Advent Day Apart: December 9 from 9:00 a.m. —2:00
p.m., at the Wittel Farm. Join us for an Advent Day
Apartat The Wittel Farm, a day of Bible study, worship,
and prayerful reflection as we seek to prepare for the
coming of the Christ. Registration fee includes lunch.

Advent/Christmas in the Barn: December 17 from
7-8:30 p.m. at the Wittel Farm: . Join us at the farm for
our annual Advent/Christmas night. This year, we'll
gather around the outdoor fire and have cookies and
cocoa in the barn. Lights and decorations!

BOOK CLUB

We will be taking a break
Efor December, but are reading
)

. % N Trimmed with Murder by Sally
i, [ Goldenbaum for January. The
Tn - Beacon will profile the book in the
January issue. If you are a book
lover, we would love to have you
in our club. We have a wonderful arrangement with
the York County Library system to borrow the books
we read at no cost! Our meetings are the third week of
the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center. Happy
Christmas reading to all and to all a good night!

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

God’s Baby Boy
God sent His Son at Christmas
And we celebrate the day.
We hear the herald angels sing
As He sleeps peacefully in the hay.

Shepards humbly seeking,
Magi on their way,
All on a great mission,
Searching day by day.

When they finally find Him,
Their hearts are filled with joy,
For lying there before them
Is God’s beautiful baby Boy.

. Maroney

-Don

RECAP FROM THE
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

This humble reporter was present for the Annual
Congregational Meeting held in November. Here are
some highlights:

-The Rebuild project is reaping some positive results
and will continue to work towards engaging and
sustaining our church.

-The roof repair for the extension and some lighting
upgrades were made recently.

-The realities of COVID and our finances are such that
we were prayerfully asked to consider increasing our
giving if we are able. $5 a week from one person could
really add up to paying one of the many necessities we
have such as the utilities, office supplies and the like
for one month.

-If you would like to allocate funds in a particular
direction, write your request on your offering envelope.
If no directive is given, your donations goes into the
general fund where it will be directed to where it is
most needed.

-A question was asked about how we fund the Synod.
Our share is based on our income, not membership.

-There was discussion about the trusts and how
the money was being handled. We are blessed with
these gifts from our forebears and several people
expressed a desire to ensure their wishes are being
honored while keeping the church solvent. Scott
said there was no official investment committee at
this time and encouraged people to volunteer. This
member requested a separate meeting be held no later
than Spring of 2024 to focus solely on questions and
information about the trusts.

-The budget had some nays when we voted for
the 2024 proposal but passes with a majority. Chris,
who chairs the Finance Committee, expressed the
committee’s concerns about how the budget was
compiled, and that they were not in total agreement
with the proposed budget.

-The budget had some nays when we voted for the
2024 proposal but passes with a majority. Chris, who
chairs the Finance Committee expressed that they have
concerns about how the budget was compiled and
were not in total agreement with the proposed budget.

-Out-going members of the Council, Deb Warntz, Sam
Laucks, and Dee Kerr were thanked for their service.

-New Council members were voted in: Beth
Hollingsworth, Dee Kerr, Kristine Cousler-Womack
and Chris Jacobs.



THE NOTEBOOKS OF JAMES HAZELWOOD
Why bother with a spiritual life? Does it really make a difference?

In a world increasingly suspicious of institutional forms of
spiritual expression, often called religion, it's easy to throw
up one's hands and say, "Why bother?" That exasperation
is understandable. Many have walked aweéy from religion,
especiall%/ in Western Europe and the United States. I'm sure
you’ve all read the statistics.

Despite my background as one of the original nones, I grew
up with no religious background until my early 20s. I've
lived and breathed church world for nearly four decades.
I've seen it all: the good, the bad and the u%ly. Serving as a
bishop has opened my eyes to the underbelly of the church.
Yet, I've also met some amazingly generous and servant-
hearted people. Religion can serve the good of the planet, or
it can further its demise.

The Gallup Corporation is out with some interesting
new research on the benefits of spirituality. In brief, they
highli§ht five potential benefits for people who engage in a
broadly defined spirituality.

01 - Spirituality can help develop a sense of purpose
and positive coping skills.

02 - Spirituality can help create social connections.

03 - Spirituality can help increase community and civic
engagement.

04 - Spirituality can help foster feelings of security and
stability.

05 - Spirituality can help workplaces support holistic
wellbeing.

Much of what I research and write about centers around
these five benefits. Focusing on the spiritual dimension
of life, especially in the second half of life (post-50 years
of age), enriches our sense of purpose and meaning. The
author James Hollis puts it this way.

“The act of consciousness is central; otherwise, we are
overrun by the complexes. The hero in each of us is required
to answer the call of individuation. We must turn away
from the cacophony of the outer world to hear the inner
voice. When we can dare to live its promptings, then we
achieve personhood. We may become strangers to those
who thought they knew us, but at least we are no longer
strangers to ourselves.”

— James Hollis, The Middle Passage: From Misery to
Meaning in Midlife

Recently, someone asked me if I thought one needs to be
active in a religion to have a meaningful spiritual life. Mﬁ
short answer was no, but my longer answer is what I wis
I had said to them. Since I missed my opportunity with
that person, I'll let you all in on my internal dialogue with
myself. A few days later, I realized my error and sought to
amend my response. Here goes.

My answer remains no if participation in a religion is
solely about the mechanics of the organization. Note the
word solely. In other words, if all you are doing is attending
committee meetings and focusing energy on perpetuating
the institution to keep it going, my answer would remain no.

But if participating in a religion relates to one or two of
those five benefits listed above, that's a different story.
For instance, if your church synagogue or temple has a
meaningful engagement around hunger or housing issues in
your community. Engagement with that service component
can feed a sense of purpose, create social connections, or
provide community engagement. (1, 2, or 3 above). If the

rituals of your house of worship are life-giving, enriching,
and intellectually engaging, that may further your sense of
purpose.

If your religion does not have at least two of the five
benefits listed above, it has moved toward a self-perpetuating
organization. I believe much of what is happening regarding
the decline of the church here in the US centers on this loss
of intentionality. I've been reading several biographies of
religious leaders this fall in preparation for a class I'll be
teaching soon. One common theme they all mention is a
Eoint in their ministry when their church lost focus on those

ive benefits and shifted toward perpetuating the institution.

Eugene Peterson and Barbara Brown Tayler described
when the congregations they served defaulted to the neutral
gear. The energy had gone out of the community, and their
ministers struggled. In some cases, the minister leaves; in
other cases, there is a wilderness time followed by renewal.

As I am moving toward the conclusion of nearly four
decades of work in the church, here’s what I have learned
about the intersection of the institution of religion and the
spiritual life.

1. Most people in churches are there because they are
hungry for one or more of those five benefits listed above.
Others are there for reasons that center around their
struggles with authority, power, and recognition. But even
they, in their brokenness, are yearning for something more
profound, though they seem less conscious of their hunger.

2. Much energy goes into the organizational and
institutional aspects of religious life in America. Looking
back, I see that, in some ways, that work is connected with
a gritty spiritual life. Navigating the complexities of people,
programs, and buildings caused me to reflect on the places
where my ego, my shadow, and my wounds were exposed.
Yes, I got hurt at times, but I likely matured more in those
challenges than at any time when heaps of praise fell upon
me.

3. In US America, with its extroverted solid sensing
function, the culture does not value the spiritual life of the
inner landscape. Coming to terms with that can challenge
many who love nuance, contemplation, and intuitive
functioning. As an introverted intuitive, that's been a
personal struggle. But I learned about the ways extroverted
spirituality can be very nourishing for you outward-oriented
types. Music, Habitat for Humanity, and linear step-oriented
sermons are equally valuable and legitimate.

4. The church and religion are made up of flawed
individuals. It could be a better place; it often fails, and

eople are Eeople. But if you can accept that and hang in
ong enough, you'll slowly find something satisfying. The
best churches comprise people who care about one another,
serving their community and exploring the wonder. They
may not have answers, but “you will find answers along the
way.”

There’s more to write, and likely I will, but for now, I want
to emphasize those five benefits cited above in the Gallup
research as marks of a new religion for the 21st century. I
encourage you to look them over again and ask yourself,
where is my life intersecting with these benefits, and where

would I like to grow?
Taken from: https://jameshazelwood.substack.com/p/why-bother-with-
a-spiritual-life. Edited for space constraints by The Beacon publisher
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CHRISMONS
TRIVIA
CONTEST

e The Beacon staff decided
L% to have some fun with this
"W topic, since we decorate our
tree with Chrismons every
year, and the Discovery and Connection Sessions have
included making your own as a craft project. See if
you can answer these questions by looking at the tree
during Advent. The person with the most correct
answers or a person randomly chosen from the ones
with all the correct answers will win a prize. Put your
answers in the mailbox marked ‘Newsletter’. We will
announce the answers and winners in the January
issue of The Beacon.

1.What shape represents the Trinity (Father, Son and
Holy Spirit as three in one)?

2.What is the early symbol of Christians?
3.What is the symbol of Jesus’s death?
4 What is the symbol for Epiphany?

5.What is Jesus called in the Bible when he takes
away the sins of the world?

6.What do the Greek letters “IXPOYC” stand for?
7. What is the symbol of the Messianic promise?

8.Another symbol for the Trinity is called
and looks like a Celtic knot shape with three sides.

9.Jesus is represented with the Greek letters ‘IHC” or
‘HIS’. What do they mean in English?

10.What is the symbol for Jesus’s kingship when we
say he is king of kings and lord of lords?

11.What symbol reminds us that God is love?
12.What symbol calls us to worship and reminds us
that God and His word should always come first

in our lives?

13.What does the Greek symbol that combines the
letters “P” and “X” stand for?

14.What is the symbol for peace?

Want Bo Receive Ghe Bedacon

Electronicadlly? It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR THE
HOLIDAY SEASON

Please come to enjoy the
upcoming special musical events
during the traditional services
this Advent and Christmas.
Ringers by Grace will share
beautiful tunes including “Come
Ye Thankful People Come,”
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child,”
and “He is Born.”

On December 3, we will be treated to the unique
music ministry shared by a family performing Advent
carols on boom-whackers. On December 17, the
Hanover String Trio, in addition to providing special
music throughout the service, will accompany the
choir on the anthem “Lost in the Night."

On Christmas Eve at 10:15 p.m., come to hear the
joyful sounds of trumpeter Ivan Frantz 11l, the Senior
Choir, and Ringers by Grace.

Lessons and Carols on December 31 at 10:00 a.m.
will feature our favorite carols interwoven with
Christmas Scriptures. Finally, during the 10:00 a.m.
combined service on January 7, the three kings will
share their gifts of wonder with the Christ child as the
congregation sings "We Three Kings."

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

December Discovery and
Connection Sessions are
meeting in the Welcome
Center from 10-10:30 a.m.

Everyone is invited to share in

~ the lessons that are presented.
. Here is a list of the lessons and

activities for December:

December 3 - Chrismon Craft

December 10 - Chrismon Craft

December 17 - Chrismon Craft

December 31 - Fellowship time with coffee and
treats.



GRACEFUL WOMEN HOLIDAY
CELEBRATION

Graceful Women are meeting
on December 7 at 7:00 p.m. We
will be enjoying cookies and
fellowship. You are invited
to come and bring a $5 gift to
exchange.

B @@ e

%

|

Each month The Beacon reports who is i

sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

December’s flowers:

03 — To the glory of God @
— The pedestal flowers are in memory &+

of Doris Jones
10 — In Memory of Sandy & Joe Stauffer
& in honor of Donna & Sterling

Krout by the Stauffer family, Kelly,
Jud, Maggie & Sara

17 — In memory of Bernie & Clark Jacobs |
by the Jacobs family

24 — In memory of Cheslin & Lottie
Wagner by Dean & Linda Anderson °

31 - To the glory of God & the many
blessings He has bestowed on us
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Due to it being the end of the year, we

I
only have December. If you read this g;
»

e e ;;-; Enda.;
t? sectlog y01f1 will no’rlci{l that }’ihelie arﬁ ——
open dates for sponsorship. Check wit .

. KIe)aren Turner orp the ofﬁcepfor ways you 02- Grant Stanley 15- Cindy Strobeck
: can honor or memorialize loved ones 02- Sharon Stein 16- Blaine Howard
. and beautify the service at the same time. 03- Carol Coeyman 17- Josie Flor

03- Grayson Frey 17- Jamie Golden
4 03- Megan Knaub 18- Angie Kicas
« 9 a%‘ E g (] ﬁ%‘ 05- Keith McClear 18- Krista Kiehner
05- Emeline Osterhaus 18- Gary Krout
05- Ofelia Osterhaus 21- Samuel Hont
06 -Jessica Johnston 21- Brayden Krout
07- Scott Hildebrand 21- Marley Krout

07- Madison Ruth 25- The Holy Child
HOW TO S UBMIT TO 08- Caiollil(ilnNcl)lll 26- Chflz‘is facyobs 1
TH E NEWS LETTE R 08- Andrea Sprenkle 29- John Jones

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The 11- Karen Traina 29- Amy Shoffner
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 13- Jennifer Golden 30- Paul Vigna
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 13- Kevin Shaffer

about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to . . o n
communicate between members in a clear and we/[é @ 7[7’) muersarics Fy
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the 26- Tom & Dee Kerr L
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do: 27- Shelly & David Fishel

*If you are comfortable with computers, you

may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.

Please make sure your document is either a .doc
.pdf file. If you are including digital artwork, 11

make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are

located on a table across the hall. I’ Q

\:

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 'ﬂﬁ L
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s Beac‘m 1S brought to you by:
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that s

e h, .
complement your submission, include them Chnsﬁacob Editor/Staff*Writer:
along with directions or suggestions on thelr use.

5il5
Please include your contact information in every I enmfer Rudp lf qugut/Staﬂerter

submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl

submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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