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From the Pastor’s Desk:  We are Living in the Trust 
& Hope of the Resurrection

I sure did enjoy our 
time together during 
Holy Week.  I thought 
the services went 
well and I valued 
the opportunity 
to worship with 
members of St. John’s 
UCC at our Good 
Friday service.  It was 
a pleasure for me to 
once again work with 
Pastor David Tietje, 
whose message I 
greatly appreciated.  
Then, of course, 
after worshiping on Wednesday through Friday 
evenings we rolled out the carpet and enthusiastically 
worshiped our Lord on Easter Day, proclaiming that 
“Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!”  I am 
pleased that many of you, along with some visitors, 
participated in our Easter Day celebration.  Indeed, it 
was a joyous day.  Spirits were high and I believe more 
people may be thinking about returning to worship 
now that the pandemic is not as widespread and 
threatening as it was.  I would love to see you here!  
However, if you are still concerned about COVID, feel 
free to wear a mask or to take our services in online.   

As we look at our Lent and Easter seasons together, 
we know that they take us to the core of the central 
event of the Christian faith – the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.  That unitive event of cross and 
resurrection is the core of the apostolic preaching; it is 
also the central event of the church’s liturgy.  It is set 
forth in the celebration of Holy Communion and in the 
daily prayers of morning and evening.  Indeed, it is 
the focus of the entire church year.  The forty days of 
Lent prepare us for it and the fifty days of Easter are a 
celebration of it (“it” being the mystery of redemption.)

As we reflect on what all is going on here, we recall 
the famous words of our Lord from John 3:16: “for 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life.”(NIV)  This is an incredible faith 
proclamation.  God does love you and me; and Christ 
did die on a cross so that our sins could be forgiven, 
and we could live with God forever.  This good news 

fills our hearts and 
minds with hope, 
peace, and joy.  It 
sets the context 
on how we live 
our lives as we, 
who live in trust 
and hope of the 
resurrection, serve 
God as joyful 
Christians eager 
to do God’s work 
in this world and 
to proclaim his 
message of love to 
all.  

As this spring moves along, may we experience 
love, joy, and excitement in our hearts as we worship 
together and do the Lord’s work.  This is a challenging 
time as the pandemic is not over yet, and as we think 
of the war in the Ukraine.  Please remember those 
being affected by this war in your thoughts, prayers, 
and with your donations.  As the body of Christ in 
the world, we are privileged with the responsibility of 
sharing God’s good news with all in the world.  We 
do so, trusting that the One who took the sins of the 
world upon himself and rose as the victorious Lord 
and Savior for all, is always with us.  Praise be to God!
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News

Pastoral Acts

The council meeting was held on April 7 to avoid 
Holy Week services. The meeting started at the new 
time (6:30 p.m.) and began with the pastor’s prayer 
and his report. His report focus included: 1) Lenten 
(service) emphasis – PDY was pleased with these 
services, including the one on Good Friday when 
Grace Lutheran hosted St. John’s UCC in a joint 
service 2) Mid-week devotions 3) The ongoing Sunday 
school program focusing on women in the Bible 4) He 
reported seven students are participating in Catechism 
classes. Pastor also introduced the resurrection of the 
‘Passing of the Peace’ and passing the offering plates 
during worship services.

The treasurer reported nothing out of the ordinary 
for the last month.

The Call Committee reported they have interviewed 
two candidates. The Call Committee is working on 
next steps.

A discussion was held on building use – the most 
recent request came from a Girl Scout troop.

Our next meeting will be on May 12, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the church office.

* Graceful Women - Graceful Women will 
meet May 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the Welcome Center. 
A special guest, Helen Sajer, the President and 
Founder of Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors 
will be there to talk about that organization.  
All members of the church are welcome to 
attend. Tell your friends too!

* Mother’s Day Social - Join us at 10:00 a.m. 
on May 8 to celebrate the special women in 
our lives. We will be giving out decorated 
cookies to our mothers at this time as a sweet 
reminder of the blessings we have in them.

* Memorial Day Remembrance - On May 
30 between worship services, we will have a 
small ceremony for Memorial Day. We will be 
reading the names and placing flags for the 
service members from Grace who died in the 
wars. Join us as we honor their sacrifice and 
remember them.

Announcements

FOOD 
PANTRY 
DONATIONS 
NEEDED  

The yard sale portion of the food pantry activity 
is badly in need of your help for our June donation.  
Because of the COVID restrictions over the past 
two years, we have been limiting the donations that 
we would accept.  Now, however, we are seriously 
depleted in several areas and hoping that you can 
help to build up supplies during the month of May. 
The areas that are most in trouble are:  boys clothing 
in toddler to size 14, men’s pants in sizes 28-36 waist, 
women’s clothing in size 2-3X, children’s toys, clothing 
for teenage girls, novels for adults, sheets and blankets 
and knick-knacks.  If you are spring cleaning or down-
sizing, we would be very thrilled to accept your “gifts!”  
You can drop off your donations on Tuesday through 
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until noon at the church office.  
If you need pick-up, please call the church office and 
leave a message with the church secretary.  One final 
note, if you have other items to donate besides the ones 
specified in this article, we would be happy to receive 
them as well. It seems that the 
need is once again growing for 
our food pantry so anything you 
can do to help will be greatly 
appreciated by our clients as 
well as our volunteers who 
help to maintain this out-reach 
mission. 

Pastor Dan made 12 visits and numerous 
phone calls to shut-ins last month.

One Space Fundraiser
We want to try to raise as much as we can to finish 

paying back the church for the one space project.  This 
fundraiser will be going on from May 1-15.  Online 
orders can be placed until May 19.  We will have 
someone available to help folks place their order online 
in the Welcome Center each Sunday between services.  
You can also look online at this page to participate 
virtually:

https://www.pamperedchef.com/party/
sharonhont0501

During the month of May, Grace members and any 
and all friends are able to do some shopping for a 
good cause. Pampered Chef has a promotion in the 
month of May to double the fundraising amount.  The 
more we order the more we make.  Sharon Hont is 
monitoring and tracking the event link.  If we reach 
a certain amount in sales overall we will receive 30% 
of our sales total back as our fundraiser.  In addition, 
for every person that also then books a Pampered Chef 
party from our fundraiser we receive an extra $3. 

Pampered Chef has some incentives that make larger 
orders even more rewarding.  Not only will you help 
the church, you will receive your choice of a skinny 
scraper or classic scraper for an order of $80 or more.  
For orders totaling more than $150, you will get free 
shipping.  
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

erma’s inspirations
Did you notice?

Did you notice the beauties of this day
The color of flowers along the way?

The friendly smile of that passerby
Did you see the twinkle in the old man’s eye?

There was a ladybug on the sill
So much to notice, if you will-

Did you notice the little girl go by
Skipping and laughing as she said, ”Hi”?

Then there were the trees
Adorned in flowers

Which you could stand and admire for hours.

Did you see the flag that waved in the breeze
Did you see the hive of honey bees?

Hope you noticed and were aware
Of your Heavenly Father’s love and care.

By Edith K. Chrorister

Easter Stewardship: Resurrection Reset

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.  -Romans 6:3-4

Christ is Risen! Risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
The triumphant words we cherish every Easter signal 

more than just Jesus’ victory over the grave. They 
announce for us the end of deadness and the start of a 
new life, a fresh beginning, in our earthly pilgrimage. 
Jesus was raised from the dead so that we, too, might 
walk in newness of life. 

From Jesus’ resurrection, our lives take on a new 
trajectory, a turn away from the values and precepts 
of the world and toward the kingdom of God. As 
we journey, our lives progressively align with the 
purposes and mission of God. 

For a steward-disciple of our Lord, the implications 
are many. As we walk in newness of life, we might find 
ourselves.

• Re-examining our relationship to “stuff” – our 
money, our possessions, the things that might have 
given us a sense of security or worth. Jesus is our 
security and our worth.

• Drawing closer to family and friends. True wealth 
is measured by the love we give and receive. Our lives 
effervesce with the love we receive from God.

• Contributing more to church and charity. Jesus 
frees us from the grip that possessions have upon us. 
We can more freely give.

• Gathering into our lives what Paul calls the fruits 
of the spirit: “Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” 
(Galatians 5:22-23).

May your lives as steward-disciples take a resurrection 
reset. Christ is risen! Risen indeed! Alleluia!

 --Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 

permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.

The Stewardship Guy
Correction

Last month The Beacon 
featured an article about the new 
bird house in the church garden.  
We erroneously said it was 
memorializing John Hartman.  
We meant to say Glenn (not 
John) and Eddie Hartman.  We 
apologize to the Hartman family. 



The Book club will be 
reading, Enchantress 
of Numbers by Jennifer 
Chiaverini for our May 
meeting.  We have a 
relationship with the York 
County Library System to 
be able to borrow the books 
we read FOR FREE!  Please 

see Geri Jacobs if you would like a copy to borrow and 
join us on May 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center.  
Goodreads.com has this to say about the book:  

The only legitimate child of Lord Byron, the most 
brilliant, revered, and scandalous of the Romantic 
poets, Ada was destined for fame long before her birth. 
Estranged from Ada’s father, who was infamously 
“mad, bad, and dangerous to know,” Ada’s 
mathematician mother is determined to save her only 
child from her perilous Byron heritage. Banishing fairy 
tales and make-believe from the nursery, Ada’s mother 
provides her daughter with a rigorous education 
grounded in mathematics and science. Any troubling 
spark of imagination—or worse yet, passion for 
poetry—is promptly extinguished. Or so her mother 
believes.

When Ada is introduced into London society as a 
highly eligible young heiress, she at last discovers 
the intellectual and social circles she has craved all 
her life. Little does she realize that her delightful new 
friendship with inventor Charles Babbage—brilliant, 
charming, and occasionally curmudgeonly—will 
shape her destiny. Intrigued by the prototype of his 
first calculating machine, the Difference Engine, and 
enthralled by the plans for his even more advanced 
Analytical Engine, Ada resolves to help Babbage realize 
his extraordinary vision, unique in her understanding 
of how his invention could 
transform the world. All the 
while, she passionately studies 
mathematics—ignoring skeptics 
who consider it an unusual, 
even unhealthy pursuit for a 
woman—falls in love, discovers 
the shocking secrets behind her 
parents’ estrangement, and comes 
to terms with the unquenchable 
fire of her imagination.
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Lutheran Church Camping in Central Pennsylvania 
is an extension of the congregation’s ministry in the 
unique setting that our camps provide. Children, 
youth and adults learn, worship, witness and serve 
within a Christ-centered Lutheran tradition.  All camp 
programs include games, swimming, campfires, Bible 
study, crafts, songs, Christ-centered worship, nature 
activities, and well-trained counselors who care. 

Both Camps Kirchenwald and Nawakwa present 
family camp options as well.  This is the family 
vacation everyone can enjoy! Celebrate your family in 
this unique camp experience.  Families of all sorts of 
shapes and sizes have been coming to our camps for 
over forty years! For two weeks each summer, family 
units move into Nawakwa’s cabins and lodges as well, 
and create a unique community indeed!  

Eldercamp is another option for adults.  This week 
is specially designed for adults 55 and older. It runs 
alongside, and sometimes runs circles around, our 
youth camp, from Sunday – Saturday.  For all of the 
passionate crafters, there is B.Y.O.C. Camp (Bring 
Your Own Crafts) – Thoreau had Walden Pond for 
retreat and inspiration. Georgia O’Keeffe had the New 
Mexican desert. Now you have Camp Kirchenwald.

The church has scholarship opportunities for children 
who want to attend camp this summer.  Inquire in the 
office for more details.  As you can see, the Lutheran 
Camping Corporation has something for everyone.

Lutheran Camping 
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We need any graduation 
pictures by the end of May, so 
please see that Pat Mummert or 
Janet Murphy get them.

Our Cabinet for the month of 
May will feature our collection of 
Angels that we have accumulated 
over time.  Angels are perfect 
symbols that there is a God. 

 

8 Fascinating Biblical 
Facts About Angels

The Bible is filled with evidence that angels protect, 
guide, encourage and strengthen us. But there are 
also many lesser known, fascinating facts about God’s 
messengers found in the Bible. Here are 8 amazing 
angel facts taken straight from Scripture.

1. Guardian angels are real.
The Bible tells us that guardian angels are indeed 

real. In fact, God commands many angels to guard 
us. In Daniel, the angel Michael is described as “the 
great prince who has charge of your people” (Daniel 
12:1), and in the Gospels, Jesus tells us “See that you 
do not despise one of these little ones; for I tell you that 
in heaven their angels always behold the face of my 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18:10). Scripture 
assures us that God surrounds with heavenly angels to 
guide and protect us in Psalm 91:11-12, Exodus 23:20 
and Psalm 34:6-7.

2. Angels are not to be worshipped.
Although angels are amazing and real beings, we are 

not to worship them. Romans 1:18-19 and Colossians 
2:18 warns us about glorifying angels, “Let no one keep 
defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-
abasement and the worship of the angels." Lastly, in the 
Book of Revelation, the apostle John is so overwhelmed 
at his vision of the angel that he bows down and the 
angel responded, "Don't do that! I am a fellow servant 
with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold 
to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the 
Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus" 
(Revelation 19:10, NIV).

3. Angels do not marry.
If you ever wondered if angels get married, the Bible 

makes it clear in the book of Matthew, angels do not 
marry. "At the resurrection people will neither marry 
nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in 
heaven" (Matthew 22:30).

4. Angels were created before humans.
Angels witnessed the creation of earth, as is seen in 

Job 38:4,7, "Where were you when I laid the foundation 
of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.... 
when the morning stars sang together and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy?" And in Genesis 2:1, the Bible 
tells us God created these heavenly beings before the 

seventh day of creation. “Thus, the heavens and the 
earth were completed, and all their hosts."

5. Angels live forever.
According to Luke 20:36, angels live for all eternity. 

They cannot die. "Nor can they die anymore, for they 
are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons 
of the resurrection."

6. The Bible only mentions two angels by name.
Although angels are mentioned many times in the 

Bible, only two good angels are named. Michael, the 
angel who helped God cast down Satan and who leads 
the heavenly armies, and Gabriel, the messenger angel 
who announced the coming of Jesus. (Additionally, 
The Book of Tobit which is part of the Catholic and 
Orthodox biblical canon does mention the angel 
Raphael.)

7. There are different kinds of angels.
The angelic realm has different kinds of angels: 

Seraphim, Cherubim, Archangels and Fallen Angels. 
Seraphim, are closest to the throne of God, (Isaiah 
6:1-7) and Cherubim are considered to be angels that 
guard sacred things (Genesis 3:24).

8. Angels abound! There are too many angels to count.
According to Scripture, there are thousands upon 

thousands of angels. Psalm 68:17 tells us "The chariots 
of God are tens of thousands and thousands," and 
Hebrews 12:22 asserts "But you have come to Mount 
Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living 
God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of 
angels in joyful assembly."

By Sabra Ciancanelli Taken from:  https://www.
guideposts.org/inspiration/angels/8-fascinating-
biblical-facts-about-angels

what’s in the display case?

The Annunciation of the Lord 
– Bartolome Esteban Murillo
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Wedding Anniversaries

May Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

May’s flowers:

June’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

03- Carol & Paul Vigna
06- Robert & Hazel Hammers
10- James & Sharon Bucher
11- Jeffrey & Holly Barker
18- Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
22- Andrea & Mark Stanley
24- Robert & Wendy Miller
29- Keith & Nancy McCleary

Birthdays

02- Kayde Dellinger-Herman
02- David Dennish
02- Joe Jacobs
05- Jo Ann Barefoot
05- Ethen Shaffer
08- Jared Bucher
09- Eric Grim
12- Carl Bowles
16- Doris Golden
16- Connie Little
17- Veronica Carter
17- Judy Dellinger
19- Lin Rotz
20- Robert Fishel
20- Diane Thompson
21- Anna Davis
22- Alisha Mundis
23- Hayden Yendall
24- Linda Ricci
26- Timothy Rudolf
26- Zachariah Turner

01 - In memory of Martin & Lena Ericson, 
   George Heckel, & Annette (Heckel) Miller 
   by Leif &Peggy
08 - In memory of Mr & Mrs H Norman 
   Fishel by their children & grandchildren
15 - In memory of Jacob E Mary Valentine 
   & David Thompson by Regina
22 - To the glory of God
29 - In loving memory of all the service 
    men who have fallen defending our 
    country

05 – In memory of Bernice Jacobs by 
    the Jacobs family
  - This quote is also in memorial: 
    “Dawn, we think about you &
     miss you every day. You will 
     always be in our hearts.” Wanda & 
     Diana
12 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by 
     the family
19 - In memory of my parents Sallie &
     Ammon Kinard by Erma Grim
26 - The altar flowers are presented to
     the glory of God

Ukraine Relief
Pastor Dan asked for us to contribute to assist 

Ukrainians to match the funds approved by the 
Council in March.  Here is what he wrote in the April 
issue of The Beacon:

I was quite pleased that at its March council meeting, 
the council approved sending a thousand dollars 
to Lutheran Disaster Response for aid to last year’s 
domestic tornado victims.  The council also approved 
sending a thousand dollars to Lutheran Disaster 
Response to support the “Eastern Europe Crisis 
Response.”  These funds will be used in full to assist 
those affected by the crisis in Ukraine and neighboring 
countries.  Regarding the latter, the council and I are 
inviting you to also contribute to the Ukraine relief 
by making donations for “Eastern Europe Crisis 
Response.”  Simply mail or deliver your earmarked 
donations to the church and 
we will send it onto Lutheran 
Disaster Response.  Or if you 
would like to check this out 
more and make an online 
donation, simply google 
www.elca.org and log 
onto the appropriate page.  
Together we can help make a 
difference! 
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