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Give a smile, 
Get one back, 

Give a hug
And see the smile...

It’s Happening at Grace 
Lutheran!

There is so much to prepare, the time has almost come!

That was my life this past year, when we found out that we were 
expecting sweet little Alice Ann. As we anticipated the birth of our first 
child, I was at times overwhelmed with all that had to be done: unpack 
the boxes, clean out the nursery (previously our makeshift storage 
room), figure out what baby items we needed, and that is not even to 
mention all of the ways that Ben and I had to prepare emotionally for 
this new adventure in our lives. At times, the months seemed to fly by 
and at other times (especially in the last few weeks) they seemed to drag 
on forever. By the time Alice was born we were both more than ready 
for her arrival and completely not ready. After all, it’s not every day you 
suddenly become the permanent caregiver of a little, dependent life full 
of hopes and dreams, tears and dirty diapers. We did a lot to prepare, 
and at the end we had most things ready for her arrival, but there was 
still a lot I wish I had been able to do. Yet, she arrived, beautiful and 
perfect, whether we were ready or not!

Maybe it’s just me, but I feel that way a lot in life: I have grand plans and 
hopes for what I can accomplish (a clean house, premade freezer meals, 
laundry sorted by season, an organized desk, all our Christmas gifts and 
cards sent early), but time can move so quickly. I’m guessing you may be 
feeling that way now that we are in the heart of the holiday season, too. 
There is a lot we are all doing as we eagerly anticipate the celebrations 
that are to come: preparations for events here at church, meal plans for when family and friends are visiting, 
decorations to string up, presents to wrap, and holiday cards to address. Are you overwhelmed? Because it’s 
not even Thanksgiving as I write this and I can barely bring myself to make a “holiday to-do list”. When will we 
find the time? What will happen when the doorbell rings and I’m still in my pajamas with unwrapped presents 
strewn across the floor?! 

But the season of Advent (and our new life with Alice Ann) has gifted me an important reminder: ready or not, 
God’s new creation is going to come.

Can I tell you what a relief that is? It is a joy and an honor 
for us to prepare for what God has in store for this broken 
world of ours, but it is also the most precious gift of grace 
God’s redeeming love that will set right all that is wrong 
in and around us and this will happen whether we prepare 
well or not at all. It’s coming, my friends, whether it be the 
celebration of a baby or the arrival of God’s reign of love and 
justice. It’s coming, ready or not. Thanks be to God!

Because at the end of the day, what we so desperately need 
is Emmanuel, God-With-Us. We fix the broken on our own, 
we can’t right all the wrongs that are around us except by the 
help of the Holy Spirit, and we can’t save ourselves. And I am 
so thankful that those things happen, by the grace of God, 
even though I don’t always prepare the way as Christ calls 
me to, regardless of my failings and inability to do it all, and 
despite my apathy and hardheartedness. For me, this year, 
experiencing the season of Advent and pretty soon the 12 days 
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From the Pastor’s Desk:  Ready or Not, Here it Comes!

(continued on page 2)
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News
(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

Pastoral Acts

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

of Christmas is a lot like how I get to experience the 
joy of Alice and our new family of three: even though 
I didn’t do everything perfectly during pregnancy or 
get the house spotless before she arrived, she came 
anyway (when she was good and ready, I might add)! 
God’s new creation is the gift that comes to us, whether 
we have been naughty or nice, ready or not.

As you continue to prepare (and I hope you will) both 
in your hearts and in your homes for the coming of 
Christ among us, take comfort in knowing that while 
those preparations help you and the world around you 
to witness, welcome, and enjoy Christ’s perfect reign...
it will come, soon and very soon, ready or not.

From our family to yours, may you have a blessed 
Advent and Christmas that renews your mind and 
spirit for all the ways God will call us to prepare the 
way of the Lord in the year to come!

Your sister-in-Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

In the absence of Pastor Courtney, 
Dylan Rexroth led our devotion based on the 
passage where Jesus overturned tables in the Temple.

The Finance Committee looked into cell phone text 
giving. They decided that excessive fees associated 
with text giving made that option impractical. They 
would like to expand on-line giving to Sunday School.

The Property Committee reported the moving of our 
mailbox to the office entrance, and a handrail for the 
choir room. They also had someone inspect the block 
building. Problems include a leaking roof, warped 
floors, and cracks in the mortar. To repair it would 
cost over $20,000. The recommendation was to tear it 
down. They also checked into repairing the copier in 
the hallway outside of the office.

Family Christmas Eve Service
Our annual Family Christmas Eve 

celebration will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
in the social room.  It will include a 
program entitled “What If…”, music, 
Holy Communion and a candle 
lighting ceremony.  The young people 
of our congregation will be involved in 
many aspects of the program so come 
to see their radiant faces as they praise 
the Lord on this holy night.  Because it 
Is designed for families with little ones, 
the program usually lasts only about 

45 minutes so that restlessness is avoided.  Hope to see 
you then.

There were no Pastoral Acts this 
month.



Pastoral Coverage
A big thanks goes to those who will be leading 

worship during Pastor Courtney’s maternity leave:  
Rev. Dr. Angela Zimmann, Rev. Carolyn DeStephano, 
and Dylan Rexroth.  We have emergency pastoral care 
by:  Rev. Katie Brantner, Rev. Brian Biery and Rev. 
Ben Erzkus.  Please contact the office for emergency 
pastoral care needs, as each of those covering has 
different availability dates.

Men’s Faith Huddle
The men of Grace Lutheran have been warmly invited 

by Pastor Ben and Zion Lutheran to join them for Men’s 
Faith Huddle, a group of men who want to grow as 
Christian disciples and become better equipped to 
share God’s love and hope with the world through 
their calling as husbands, fathers, grandfathers, friends 
and their other various roles.  The group meets on the 
third Thursday of the month at Mexitaly Restaurant 
from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Food 
Pantry 
Update

As days fly by, the food 
pantry volunteers have 
been busy getting ready for 
our December 10 Christmas 

food distribution.  The box packing in November 
found our own members, members from St. Luke’s 
Church and high school students eagerly packing 250 
boxes of canned goods and 250 boxes of dry goods.  We 
have been blessed with extra food supplies through 
donations from Drayer Physical Therapy, Anytime 
Fitness, Emanuel Church at Freysville and the Red 
Lion Area High School.  Boxes with health and beauty 
aids will be assembled before the 9th of December and 
boxes containing perishables like milk, bread, eggs, 
margarine and a turkey will be readied on the morning 
of the 10th for delivery that same day.  

In addition to these activities, volunteers have been 
examining and pre-sorting “yard sale” items for our 
sanctuary set-up on Dec 9.  While the pre-sorting takes 
time and effort, it pays off when we have people call 
the church in desperate need of clothing, shoes or even 
blankets.  It makes it easy for us to locate these items 
and respond to the requests.  If you have never taken 
the opportunity to help with this out-reach ministry 
here at Grace, mark your calendar now so that you can 
come on the 9th after traditional church to help with 
sanctuary set-up or even better, come on the 10th to 
see the faces of our clients as they receive the blessings 
of our efforts.  It might turn out to be your richest 
Christmas present ever.

Rev. David Tietje and the members of St. John’s 
United Church of Christ invite anyone struggling with 
the upcoming Christmas season to join them for a Blue 
Christmas Service, December 19, at 7:30 p.m.  All are 
welcome.

Church Council 
Nominees

The congregational meeting was held November 11.  
The Council serving a three-year term, beginning in 
January of 2019 are:  Scott Hildebrand, Tom Kerr, Joe 
Turek and Sharon Hont.  Suzanne Yendall agreed to 
serve a two-year term for the council member who had 
to drop out.  Our nominating committee members for 
2019 are: Eric Grim and Helen Laughman (outgoing 
Council members), as well as Heidi Einsig, Teresa 
Goodling, Leif Ericson and Connie Walters.  We thank 
those who serve on council.  Our Council is essential to 
our church.  Please consider volunteering for service at 
the church.
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Strangers in Kenya Stewardship for Advent & 
Christmas

Many of us cherish everything about the Christmas 
season -- except those incessant advertisements telling 
us to buy this and by that. We ask, “Where’s Jesus in all 
this commercialism?” 

This is the right question. Though it asks us to examine 
every aspect of our lives, stewardship particularly 
challenges us to question the role money plays in our 
personal lives and our culture. 

Christmas presents are wonderful expressions of 
love that makes both giver and recipient feel good. At 
the same time, we want to be wary of advertising’s lure 
to make us overspend, or to think that the cost of our 
gift is proportionate to our love. 

Most of all, we need to be sure that the main point of 
our Christmas is not the gifts we give, but the gift we 
receive from God – Jesus. Here are some ideas:

•Challenge yourself to spend less for presents this 
year. Set a budget and stick to it. 

•Attend worship regularly in Advent and Christmas. 

•Give some handmade presents: A scarf or hat, a 
photo album, a batch of fudge, a card, a poem.

•Prayerfully read Advent daily devotions (Richard 
Rohr’s Preparing for Christmas is amazing!).

•Give your time: a concert together, a shared meal, a 
day at a museum, a walk in the woods 

•Use an Advent calendar to help you remember all 
that God has given you.

•Give service: wash a loved one’s car, help clean the 
garage, paint a room, babysit for an evening.

•Play Christmas music that has religious themes 
(More “Silent Night,” less “Frosty the Snowman.”)

•Instead of buying a present, make a donation to a 
charitable organization in honor of your loved one (or 
check out ELCA Good Gifts!). 

•Make a generous year-end contribution to your 
congregation.

Our thoughtful practices for Advent and Christmas 
not only make for good stewardship of our time, 
talents, relationships and money, they also help us to 
draw near to Our Lord and experience God’s greatest 
gift to us. 

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 

permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the 
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as 
content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.

...we were on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean! But 
alas, four months have passed since then and the first 
third of our school year (term 1) is wrapping up this 
week. I have enjoyed this group of 11th grade English 
students more than I have in many years, and Heather 
continues to enjoy her "dream schedule" of one class of 
high school AP World History and two classes of 7th 
grade World History.

Our school year got off to a smoother start than last 
year, by the grace of God. We can especially say that 
for our kids, as Micah (9th), Asher (6th), and Claire 
(2nd) seem to be really thriving. I did my normal 
routine of leading Sunday worship and speaking to 
various school groups. Heather LOVED organizing 
and designing The Amazing Race for our school's 
Multi-Cultural Day. Spiritual Emphasis Week was 
a great time for the whole campus, and we're seeing 
a greater investment in prayer and spiritual growth, 
even as we see the power of darkness still have a grip 
on many young people's lives. The war wages on...but 
we know HE who wins!

And although my writing has slowed down over the 
past six years that I've been working on my Master's 
from Dallas Theological Seminary, there still are 
occasional posts on my blog--Strangers in Kenya. I 
wrote one today about Christmas memories shared by 
some of the missionary kids in my classroom, so if you 
have five minutes, go over and enter into the world of 
our students a bit more fully.

Thanks for your years of investment to our ministry-
-through prayer and giving. Don't stop. Your labor for 
Him is not in vain!

Ryan (for Heather, Micah, Asher, and Claire)

The last time we talked...

Poinsettia orders are 
due on December 2.  

The cost is $9 and you 
have a choice of red, 

white or pink.  You can 
order in the poinsettia 

book on the table 
outside of the office.  



Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.  2 
Corinthians 9:15

God's gift to us came in the most fragile way. Why 
did God choose such a way to send His Son to earth? 
His greatest gift came in the most fragile way...a baby 

to watch over us because he loves us.  
Let us be thankful today for such a gift.

Our Christmas cabinet will show 
many signs of God's presence over the 
holiday season.

May you know the peace of Christmas 
every day of the year.

The book club is taking a 
month off for the holidays, but 
in January, we are reading the 
Book Thief by Markus Zusak.  
Goodreads.com has this to say 
about the book:

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 
breath. Death has never been busier, and will be busier 
still. By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed 
when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in 
the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind 
there by accident, and it is her first act of book thievery. 
So begins a love affair with books and words, as Liesel, 
with the help of her accordion-playing foster father, 
learns to read. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi 
book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library, wherever 
there are books to be found.  These are dangerous 
times, however. When Liesel's foster family hides a 
Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is both opened 
up, and closed down.

In a superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, 
award-winning author Markus Zusak has given us one 
of the most enduring stories of our time.

We welcome all book lovers. If you would like a copy 
of the book, you can get in touch with either Jen Rudolf 
or Geri Jacobs.  We meet every third Thursday of the 
month in the Welcome Center at 6:30 p.m.  Our next 
meeting is January 17.
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What’s In the Display case?

Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

The Legend of the Robin
A small brown bird was perched on a beam

in a stable in Bethlehem,
watching people from many lands

come with gifts to worship the newborn 
Christ Child.

After the visitors departed
And the Holy Family settled down to sleep,

The little bird noticed that the fire,
Built to keep the Christ Child warm,

Was dying out.
The bird flew down and fanned

the coals with his wings.
Soon the fire became brighter and warmer,

And the feathers on the bird’s breast
began to glow a brilliant red.

The bird stayed by the fire all 
night,

Fanning it to keep the blaze bright
And the Christ Child warm.  

Since that first Christmas night,
The robin has had a red breast, 

A symbol of his love
For the Babe in the manger.

-Submitted by Irma Grim

Church Family 
News

Alex Witt, a former parishioner, 
was ordained after completing 
her master’s degree in Divinity at 
the Lutheran School of Theology 

at Chicago.  She was ordained as a Pastor of the ECLA 
on November 10.

Graceful Women will meet on 
December 6 at 7:00 p.m. for a 

Christmas get-together.



Advent Day Apart: Telling 
the Story of Advent with 
Rev Tonya Eza

December 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with a start 
time of   9:30 a.m.)  $15 (includes lunch)	

How do we tell the story of Advent in a world that 
starts thinking about Christmas as soon as Halloween 
is over? How do we make this age-old story of waiting 
and preparing ourselves become relevant again in our 
right-now culture? For this year’s Advent day apart, 
we will learn some storytelling techniques from the 
Network of Biblical Storytellers, and focus on learning 
the story of John the Baptist as found in Luke 3. Luke 
paints a picture of a man who was more than just a fire-
and-brimstone prophet, but one who taught the people 
what to do to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. 
We will discuss ways in which we might use some of 
John’s teachings to prepare our hearts for the coming 
of the Messiah as we learn this story by heart.
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Wedding Anniversaries

December Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

December’s flowers are sponsored by:

Lutheran 
Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy Birthday
t.O.g.s 
News

26 Tom & Dee Kerr 
27 David & Shelley Fishel

02 – GRACE LUTHERAN
09 – GRACE LUTHERAN
16 – Jud Stauffer
23 – GRACE LUTHERAN
30 – Linda Anderson

The TOGS are busy in 
December.  Mark your calendar 
for a lock-in on December 1-2 
starting at 7:00 p.m.  Bring a 
snack to share and breakfast is 
provided.  On December 9, the 
TOGS are assisting with the 
Sanctuary set-up for the Food 

Pantry.  Lunch will be provided.  We will meet after 
worship to complete this service project.  On December 
21, we are going Christmas Caroling to our neighbors 
and then gathering back at the church for cookies and 
hot cocoa.  Time is yet to be determined and the date 
may be changed due to weather.  Finally, on December 
31, the TOGs will be helping at the New Year’s Eve 
party at Grace.  We are asking all TOGs to sign up for 
at least an hour from 5- 8:00 p.m.

02- Grant Stanley 
02- Sharon Stein
03- Carol Coeyman
03- Grayson Frey  
05- Keith McCleary
05- Emeline Osterhaus
05- Ofelia Osterhaus
06- Jessica Johnston
07- Scott Hildebrand
07- Madison Ruth
08- Carolyn Noll
08- Andrea Sprenkle
10- George McCallum 
11- Karen Traina
13- Jennifer Golden
13- Kevin Shaffer
15- Cindy Strobeck
16- Blaine Howard
17- Josie Flory 
17- Jamie Golden
17- Hazel Hammers
18- Angie Kicas
18- Krista Kiehner
18- Gary Krout
21- Markley Krout
21- Brayden Krout
25- Holy One
26- Chris Jacobs
28- Mark Rehman
29- John Jones
29- Amy Shoffner
30- Sandra Stauffer
31- Paul Vigna
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