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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church




WELCOME!

To our worshipping community, especially to parents: God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel

you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift

to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we
give smiles of encouragement to parents!

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here!
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH”
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor — Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music — Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org
Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed — Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells — westcongmusic@gmail.com
Lisa Coffey, Administrator — Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org

Office hours: Monday — Closed, Tuesday — Friday 9am — 1pm
Church office phone (508)366-2000

General Church email — info@uccwestboro.org Church website- www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.instagram.com/uccwestboro/

We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure,
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability. We say, and mean,
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our
belief in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit. We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of
participation in this congregation.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Nov. 16, 2025 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
*The Congregation is invited to stand.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS (shown online and on the sanctuary screens) 9:45 AM
PRELUDE
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US 10:00 AM
INVITING THE WORD
WELCOME Rev. Betsy Dorsi
OPENING MUSIC “God of Wonders” Marc Byrd and
JoySpring Songbook #6 Steve Hindalong
“You Are My All in All” Dennis Jernigan
JoySpring Songbook #23
“Word of God Speak” Bart Millard and
JoySpring Songbook #21 Pete Kipley
*CALL TO WORSHIP Roland Regnier
One: We feel insecure in a chaotic world.
Many: We look around and see our institutions and symbols of power are weak and
unstable.
One: Jesus saw this in His time.
Many: His disciples looked to Him for safety and assurance.
All: Come let us worship God, our rock and our salvation.
*GATHERING PRAYER (unison) Roland Regnier

Jesus, embrace us in Your loving, strong arms, for this is a time of uncertainty and unrest.
Help us remain focused on You and Your Kin-dom, despite the signs we read in government
actions and the demolishing of our citadels. We ask this in the name of our Savior, Jesus, who
taught us to pray saying...



*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Roland Regnier
Jesus, it’s very hard to stay focused on Your Word and on our work for Your Kin-dom, when

all around us we see destruction and fear. Forgive us for the times we joined our voices with
the chaos around us. Too often we let fear overtake us. Have mercy on us and help us place
our trust in You, the maker of heaven and earth.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

CHILDREN'’S CHAT Linda Borglund
RECEIVING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE Luke 21:5-19 (pew bible pg. 856)

SERMON “Please Turn the Lights On” Rev. Betsy Dorsi

*HYMN #337 “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult” GALILEE

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PASTORAL PRAYER

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation Roland Regnier

At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have chosen to
give God back for God’s ministry.

Offertory “Gratitude” Brandon Lake, Dante Bowe
Chancel Choir and Benjamin Hastings
Arranged by Joseph Stillitano
All my words fall short; | got nothing new,
How could I express all my gratitude?



I could sing these songs, as | often do,
But every song must end, and You never do.

So | throw up my hands and praise You again and again,
‘Cause all that | have is a hallelujah, hallelujah.
And | know it's not much, but I've nothing else fit for a King
Except for a heart singing, "Hallelujah, Hallelujah."

I've got one response, I've got just one move:
With my arm stretched wide | will worship You.
Come on, my soul, oh, don't you get shy on me.
Lift up your song, 'cause you've got a lion inside of those lungs.
Get up and praise the Lord!
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*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

“For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) Roland Regnier
Lord, please accept the gifts we bring before You, our riches and our very selves. Use these
gifts for the work of Your Kin-dom. Amen

BEING THE CHURCH

*CLOSING SONG “How Great is Our God” Chris Tomlin,
Joy Spring Songbook #11 Jesse Reeves and Ed Cash

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

Roland Regnier serves as liturgist.
Pam Faustine and Charlotte Bramley are deacons of the day.



Prayers
Continued Prayers: Bev Hall; Bob Brown; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew;
Carolyn Bent; Diane Travers; Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Ron, brother-in-law to
Betty & Ted; Betty Simino; Donna Morgan’s nephew, Peter Jacunski; The family of Grover
Morgan, Jr., Tom's brother; Paula Tashjian; Debbie Grega — Amy Glennon’s mother; Betty Gray’s
niece Heather; Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby; Marge Butcher’s grandson David
Butcher Jr. and her granddaughter Meghan Donovan

THE GREAT PIE CHALLENGE
We will be sending home kits TODAY for making pumpkin pies. If you would like to take a
pie kit home, it will have directions on how to make them. Pies need to be back on the
23rd. Any questions please let me know.
~Linda Borglund, C.E. Director - |borglund53@gmail.com.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Please join us for the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service to be held at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregational Society at 64 West Main St. The service will be at 7:00 pm on
Tuesday, November 25.

54th ANNUAL WESTBOROUGH COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
The 54th Westborough Thanksgiving Day dinner will begin at 1:00 pm, Nov. 27t
(Thanksgiving Day) at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Westborough. All are warmly
welcome to this free community event. To make your reservation or schedule a ride, please
call the Westboro Senior Center at 508-366-3000 no later than Noon on Friday, Nov. 21°.
This event is what makes Westborough a special community!

FAIR ITEMS NEEDED

Silent Auction: We are in need of NEW items to make raffle baskets for the church fair.
Any themes...any items of all sizes are welcomed so we can create baskets. Items can be
left in the library for us. Could you kindly label Silent Auction? We thank you.

~Diane Lindberg and Sandy Horton.

Jewelry: We are collecting donations of jewelry for the Evergreen Fair on December 6. By
collecting early, it allows us time to clean and prepare the items for display. Donations
may be placed in the box in the kitchen. Thank you!
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STEWARDSHIP 2026
“DREAMING GOD’S DREAM” “NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG”

The Stewardship Committee wants to thank the 44 pledging units who have already
returned their pledge cards. This count represents about 50% of the anticipated number of
pledges, so we encourage church friends and members to participate in supporting the
work and mission of our church with whatever monies they feel are appropriate. If you are
a cash contributor, please submit a pledge card so your contribution can be added toward
achieving the pledge goal. Pledge cards can be mailed or dropped off in the mail slot
outside the church’s parking lot door. If you need a pledge card, please contact the church
office at 508-366-2000 or you may phone in your pledge to Dave Smith at 508-366-8174
and he will submit a proxy pledge card.

MISSIONS
Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of November, the Westborough Food Pantry is
in need the following: Cranberry sauce, Jello - any kind, Ramen noodles. The
Westborough Food Pantry has already begun to see a major increase in clients with 16 new
families (55-60 people) using the Food Pantry in October. They expect this number to rise
exponentially given the loss of funding for SNAP benefits starting in November. Please
consider donating additional food to the "white box" this month (whether it be on their
"wish list" or not) as they are going to need the extra help. Thank you for your support. The
Mission Team

Dismas House — Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts? If so,
please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House. The men are working
towards re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison.
They really love home cooked meals. If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can
probably arrange to bring the meal. If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with
you. You can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal. Nothing fancy, just
a tasty meal. If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us
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WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES ON WESTBOROUGH TV
Exciting news from our collaboration with Westborough TV! Our Sunday services will be
replayed TWICE a week every week. You'll be able to watch us on Mondays at 6:30PM
(please note, this is a half hour later than we have been), and again on Thursdays at
6:30PM. As a reminder, we're on Verizon channel 2124 (High Definition) and Verizon 24 &
Charter 191 (regular definition)

Nov. 16" — Nov. 23

Nov 16 Sunday

10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School
Nov 17 Monday - Office Closed
6-8 PM Scouts Pack 100/Vestry
7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Rm
Nov 18 Tuesday

9:30 AM Staff Meeting

6:30 PM Building Committee/Kerygma Rm
7:00-8:00 PM  Bell Rehearsal

Nov 19 Wednesday

3:30-4:30 PM  Journey Home Singers
6:30-8:00 PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Nov 20 Thursday

Nov 21 Friday

Nov 22 Saturday

Nov 23 Sunday

10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School
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