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(OOOOOOOOOOOOOOY
Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

\Shines withv Grace Lutheran Chuwuwrchy News

robably know the “12

You
Days of Christmas” as a fun and
humorous song. But did you know
that the 12 days of Christmas, or
Twelvetide, is a Christian season
started in 567 AD? It begins on

Christmas Day when Jesus was

- From the Fastoﬁs Desk:
The Twelve D895 of (hristmas Explainecl

born and ends on the 12th day
(January 6th), which is Epiphany,
also referred to as Three Kings’
Day.

Christopher Hill and William J.
Federer state that this was done to
solve the "administrative problem
for the Roman Empire as it tried to
coordinate the solar Julian calendar
with the lunar calendars of its
provinces in the east."

These twelve days of Christmas were sacred. In the
Dark Ages, in some Eastern European churches, the
12 days of Christmas meant attending daily church
services. For Christians who lived during this extremely
difficult age, the 12 days were a time of rededication
and renewal. It was also a period when children were

iven small, simple, and usually symbolic gifts of

aith. Thus, the twelve days were considered holy.
Unfortunately, we have whittled down the celebration
of Christmas to just one day — Christmas Day.

The Catholic and mainline churches continue to
celebrate the twelve days of Christmas in worship, but
usually only on Sundays. And much of our culture,
is like my next-door neighbor who takes down all his
decorations and tree the day after Christmas. Poof,
Christmas is all over in twenty-four hours!

Even as Christians, when we hear “The Twelve Days
of Christmas”, we don’t think of a season of Christmas,
we think of the song, "The Twelve Days of Christmas".
This song didn’t exist until much later in history. The
first version was Eublished in England in 1780 and
was spoken as a chant or rhyme without music. It is
thought to be French in origin. It wasn’t until 1909 that
the English composer Frederic Austin put it to music.
The melody has morphed over time and we even have
several versions we sing today.

Most scholars of the Catholic Church deem the song
a very important surviving example of a time when
denominations used codes to disguise their teachings.
Originally, the poem was written as a teaching tool.

January, 2025 Lutheran!

Each of the twelve gifts related
to a fundamental teaching of the
Christian faith. To understand the
giftistounderstand our faith. Here
is the meaning of each of the gifts
(according to www.Christianity.
s com) for you to ponder:

1. A Partridge in a Pear Tree The
partridge in a pear tree represents
Jesus, the Son of God, whose
J birthday we celebrate on the
first day of Christmas. Christ
is symbolically presented as a
mother partridge, the only bird
that will die to protect its young.
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2. Two Turtledoves: These twin

birds represent the Old and
New Testaments. So, in this gift, the singer finds the
complete story of the Christian faith and God’s plan
for tﬁe world. The doves are the biblical roadmap that
is available to everyone.

3. Three French Hens: These birds represent faith,

hope, and love. This gift hearkens back to 1 Corinthians

13, the love chapter written by the Apostle Paul. It also

gepresents the Holy Trinity: The Father, Son, and Holy
pirit

4._Four Calling Birds: One of the easiest facets of
the song’s code to figure out these fowl are the four
Gospels — Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

5. Five Gold Rings: The gift of the rings represents the
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

first five books of the Old Testament, known as the
Torah or the Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

6. Six Geese a-Laying: These lyrics can be traced back
to the first story found in the Bible. Each egg is a da
in creation when God “hatched” or formed the world.
God created the heavens and the earth

God created the sky and seas

God created the land and plants

God created the sun, moon, and stars

God created fish and birds

God created land animals and man
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7. Seven Swans a-Swimming: It would take someone
quite familiar with the Bible to identify this gift.
Hidden in the code are the seven gifts of the Holy
Spirit: Prophecy, Ministry, Teaching, Exhortation,
Giving, Leading, and Compassion.

As swans are one of the most beautiful and graceful
creatures on earth, they would seem to be a perfect
symbol for spiritual gifts.

8. Eight Maids-a-Milking: As Christ came to save even
the lowest of the low, this gift represents the ones who
would receive his word and accept his grace. Being
a milkmaid was about the worst job one could have
in England during this 1}ieriod; this code conveyed
that Jesus cared as much about servants as he did
those of royal blood. The Eight Maids represent the 8
Beatitudes, from Matthew 5:3-10:

Blessed are...

1. The poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

2. Those who mourn: for they shall be comforted.

3. The meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

4. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness:
for they shall be filled.

5. The merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

6. The pure in heart: for they shall see God.

7. The peacemakers: for they shall be called children
of GodI.3

8. They which are persecuted for righteousness sake:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

9. Nine Ladies Dancing: These nine dancers were really
the gifts known as the fruit of the Spirit. The Fruits of
the Spirit include: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-control

10. Ten Lords a-leaping: This is probably the easiest
gift to understand. As lords were judges and in charge
of the law, this code for the Ten Commandments was
fairly straightforward to Christians.

11. Eleven Pipers Pipin%: Thisis almost a trick question,
as most think of the disciples in terms of the dozen.
But when Judas betrayed Jesus and committed suicide,
only eleven men carried out the gospel message.

Therefore, the Eleven Pipers Piping signify the 11
Faithful Disciples.

12. Twelve Drummers Drumming: The final gift, the

drummers, are the 12 points of doctrine in the Apostles’
Creed:

a. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of

heaven and earth.

b. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

c. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

d. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,

died, and was buried.

e. He descended into hell. On the third day, He rose

again.

f.gHe ascended into heaven and is seated at the right

hand of God the Father Almigh’%/.

h. He will come again to judge the living and the

dead.

i. I believe in the Holy Spirit,

j- the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

k. the forgiveness of sins,

L. the resurrection of the

body,

m. and the life everlasting.

The next time you hear .-
this Christmas song, try to DAYS OF CHRIS
tie it to these teachings of
faith. See how many you can

remember. e T Ry

A CHRIST-CENTERED
CHRISTMAS GIFT

I wish you all a Happy and
Healthy New Year. Together,
let’s make 2025 a memorable
year.

In Christian Love,
Pastor Debbie

Pastoral Acts

-All Saints Sunday

-Congregational Meeting

-Attended Prayer Service for the election at
St. John's Lutheran Church, New Freedom
-Attended LGBTQIA Mandatory Training for
the ELCA

-Continued meeting with Rebuild 2.0

-Pastoral Visits: 7

-Attended Pastor David's Retirement Celebration and
Worship service (St John's)

-Began Advent Study on Wednesday nights "The
Marvel and Miracle of Advent"

-Helped at the Christmas Bazaar

ANNOUNCEMENTS

+ Reminder: Winter Weather is coming!
%7 As we start to get snow and ice, please
call the office for any messages about
cancellations and use your best judgement
if you are concerned about travel in
wintery conditions.

it

J The door is open! Pastor Debbie is also
available for visits. Please call as needed.
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Publisher’s Note: The Council minutes are editted for space. Ask a Council member if

you want to know more.

Councilminutesfrom November
Reports

Pastor: William Kain Park worship on 10/06, Added an
evening bible study, attended Dallastown Field Hockey
game for a contemporary attendee, Community Aide
meeting, Oktoberfest, Rebuild retreat, 8 home visits,
Funeral for Bob Arnold, Halloween on the Street, 2
hospital visits, Sharing Pastoral Resources meeting

Treasurer: Food Pantry delivery and packing for 12/16
distribution, continued work on the Clothing Ministry,
Halloween on the Street (456 hot dogs and 385 bags
of candy), nothing remarkable in financial reports, but
notably a member covered our deficit for October

President Joe thanked Mark and Kristine for their
hard work on the new clothing ministry area

Social Ministry: Halloween on the Street, almost all
of the winter apparel items were given out, clothing
ministry progress

Mission & Disciple: Candy sale, making the candy

next week, free haircuts on 11/24, Bazaar food menu
to be finalized, Transient Vendor Permit advocacy,
Samaritan's Purse project, Trunk or Treat was added
to Halloween on the Street for the first time

Music & Worship: meeting next week, Pastor
announced the Advent series Bible Study starts 11/24,
Pastor Tietje's retirement service on 11/24 we are
attending

Property: Boiler issues (short in fuses), hope to make
the rooms for the clothing ministry, snow removal
updates

Parish Ed: Sunday school Jesse Tree program is
starting 11/17

ReBuild: Shared the Daubert report from the retreat,
opened a discussion about our future ministry, our
financial situation, and what will be done about both

Joe asked for a volunteer to spearhead a stewardship
campaign. There were three Vofunteers to help and one
person to lead. A discussion was held about cutting
expenses.
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NEW YEAR'S EVE BASH!

We had over 300 people, State Representative, Wendy Fink, made an appearance, 24 volunteers from the
church, and neighbors to the church, Jennie and Joe, volunteered their time to play music. Urban steer, Parma
Pizza in Dallastown, Hearts and Minds bookstore, and some individuals donated to the raffle to allow us to give

away 16 raffle prizes. : —
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WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?
- New Year Thoughts

- You are never too old to see
- another goal or to dream a new
dream

- Learn from yesterday., live for
today, hope for tomorrow

- Write on your heart that every
day is the best day of the year

- It is never too late to be what you
might have been

- The way I see it if you want the rainbow, you gotta
put up with the rain

- Believe you can, as you are halfway there

- Ilike the dreams of the future better than the history
of the past

A New Year - a new chapter or just the same old
Ring out the old...ring in the new

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Discovery and Connecting
sessions are meeting from 10 -
10:30 a.m. Everyone is invited
to share in the lessons that are
presented. We have two new
Discovery and  Connection
groups. Omne group is for
children from Pre-K-2nd Grade
. The second group is for 6th-9th
graders. We will guide the children to the meeting
place for their session. The Adult group will meet in
the Welcome Center for these sessions.

Jan. 5 The Three Wisemen
Jan. 12. To be Announced
Jan. 19. To be Announced
Jan. 26. To be Announced

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She has a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: Between-Time
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954

Our Prayer

You whose head is bowed in grief,
You whose heart yearns for relief,
You whose mind calis for belief,
See God through prayer.

God of heaven, God of earth,
God of death and God of birth,
God, the giver of all worth,

Hear now our prayer.

Grant us peace and

Grant us freedom fre

Grant us strength w
enjoys,

This is our prayer.

FIBER ARTS

Break out those new 2025
calendars and get our Fiber Arts
Meeting scheduled! We will meet
at Grace Lutheran on the following

(N
S “/ dates from 2-5pm
4 [ 5
- | .~ Sunday January 19
£-_-1-:':“ m Sunday February 16
f Sunday March 16

In the event of terrible weather Please check back to
this email for any cancellations or feel free to call or
text Sharon Hont. Hope to see you all soon with your
fabulous projects in tow!

Wb Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

Here are the offerings from
our Lutheran Camps in the
Susquehanna Valley. As you
can see, our camps run lots of

long. For more information,
see: lutherancamping.org.

Winter  Youth  Retreat:
January 3-5 at Kirchenwald. Limited space available!
— Enjoy Kirchenwald in the Winter! Play broom
hockey and other games on the frozen pond. Have
fun sledding, playing snow soccer and other winter
ames. Creative Bible studies and worship experiences
ed by our summer camp counselors are an important
part of this retreat. Meet new friends and catch up with
your summer camp friends. Other indoor and outdoor
activities may be included, as the weather dictates.

Chicken & Waffles: January 19 from 12-2:00 p.m. at
Nawakwa. Spend a Sunday at camp with a delicious
home-made chicken and waffles dinner. Bring your
sleds (if there’s snow) to work off the calories, as if
camp food actually has calories!

Winter Fun Day: January 19 from 1-5:00 p.m. at
Kirchenwald. Bring your family or youth group and
eng)oy an afternoon on Kirchenwald’s award-winning
to og%an run, ice-skating on the lake, or drinking hot

choco

ate in the lodge.

CampPerson Meetings: January 19 from 2-3:00 p.m.
at Kirchenwald or Nawakwa. In-Person CampPerson
Meeting are on Jan 19, or you can attend the Zoom
CampPerson Meeting: Jan 21, at 7:00 p.m. (see below)

Online training is available from January 15-31, 2025
at:  https://www.lutherancamping.org/campperson-
congregation-resources/campperson-online-training/
If you are a new CampPerson (the liason between your
congregation and the Lutheran Camps) for 2025 (or
just want to see our smiling faces), plan on attending
the In-Person or Zoom CampPerson Training. Please
RSVP so we know to expect you.

Nawakwa Winter Work Day: January 19 at 2:00 p.m.
Help us get our sites ready for the summer season.
Jobs available for all skill levels. Complimentary lunch
for all volunteers.

CampPerson Zoom Meeting: January 21 from
7-8:00 p.m. The Lutheran Camping Corporation is an
extension of your ministry in the local congregation.
With a CampPerson, your congregation will be
informed and the sisig o Vo Eam
Camping Corporation §& T
will be reaching more
people.  Plus, every
summer camper from
a congregation with a
CampPerson  receives
a $20 discount on their
week long registration.

fun events for all ages all year *

BOOK CLUB

This month’s selection is The
Beekeeper of Alleppo by Christy
Lefteri. Goodreads.com has this
to say about the book:

Nuri is a beekeeper; his wife,
Afra, an artist. They live a simple
life, rich in family and friends, in the beautiful Syrian
city of Aleppo--until the unthinkable happens. When
all they care for is destroyed by war, the%l are forced to
escape. But what Afrahasseenis so terrible she has gone
blind, and so they must embark on a perilous journey
through Turkey and Greece towards an uncertain
future in Britain. On the way, Nuri is sustained by the
knowledge that waiting for them is Mustafa, his cousin
and business partner, who has started an apiary and is
teaching fellow refugees in Yorkshire to keep bees.

As Nuri and Afra travel through a broken world,
they must confront not only the pain of their own
unspeakable loss, but dangers that_
would overwhelm the bravest of souls. f#rr s cerresi
Above all, they must journey to find | ﬁ,. THE

each other again. BEEKEEPER
Moving, powerful, compassionate, - = 0!
and beautifully written, The Beekeeper _ L1 [P F Il

of Aleppo is a testament to the triumph

of the human spirit. It is the kind of
book that reminds us of the power of
storytelling.

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, %)ublicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




THE NOTEBOOKS OF JAMES HAZELWOOD
My Favorite Books from 2024: The Value of Reading is Underestimated
This monthly feature is from the website: https://www.jameshazelwood.net/newsletter and is a subscription (it's free) newsletter
where Bishop Hazelwood “circumambulates around a topic involving gritty Christian Mysticism, the Depth Psychology of Carl Jung
and contemporary Post-Secular society. For more, checkout the website.

One of the advantages of retirement (aka redirected)
is time for reading. What follows is not a best of 2024
(and late 2023) published books but a list of those I most
enjoyed. You'll note I'm more of a non-fiction reader.
I'm sure some great novels were published in the
East year, but that’s not where I find myself in nearby

ookstores. Here’s my list in no particular order

The Most Fun Read

Willie, Waylon, and the Boys: How Nashville
Outsiders Changed Country Music Forever by Brian
Fairbanks. I never considered myself a country music
fan, mainly because my exposure had been to the
sugary pop versions offered in the 1980s and 90s. But
a comment by drummer Levon Helm of The Band
described the intersection of streams of American
music of Jazz, Blues, and Folk all converging to form
the underpinnings of rock and Roll stood out for me.
Robert Plant of Led Zeppelin unearthed some real
roots treasures with his Eand of Joy. Then, this book
sealed the connection to country music for me. I'm
more partial to the Americana versions in today’s ever-
expanding sound, but Willie, Waylon, and the Boys
(and Girls, I'd add) provided insights and storylines
I never knew. For instance, Waylon Jennings was a
iguitar player in Buddy Holly’s band. By pure random
uck, he missed the plane that killed Holly. This is not
the most profound book on this list, but it was the most
fun to read. It’s listed first because my library edition
copy joins me on my visits to coffee shops.

Three for the Psychological and Spiritual Reader

This is an area I spend a ton of time reading, so it’s
been hard to limit this list. Haidt’s book is well known,
well researched and debated. If you've got a friend
who is always on their phone, teenagers seemingly
living in that space, or you are just concerned about
the impacts of phones and social media, you might
want to read this book. After reading The Anxious
Generation, you'll likely support initiatives like
banning cell 1ghomes from schools and giving yourself
some time off from so-called Social media. Brewster’s
book looks at Carl Jung’s psychology from the lens
of an African American. Half of the %ook reviews his
theories, and the other half, while embracing the basic
ideas, then offers helpful critiques and alternative
ways of approaching specific aspects, such as dream
appreciation in non-white cultures. The Spirituality
of Dreaming is my recommended book for people
starting on dream appreciation. Bulkeley is likely the
tOF dream researcher and writer at the intersection of
religion and dreams. He’s taken decades of his work
and written an accessible guide.

* The Anxious Generation: How the Great Rewiring of
Childhood Is Causing an Epidemic of Mental Illness
by Jonathan Haidt

* Race and the Unconscious by Fanny Brewster

* The Spirituality of Dreaming by Kelley Bulkeley

On the Creative

Years ago, I told everyone I knew they needed to 6

read Stephen Pressfield. His book The War of Art
remains the classic in the field. But these two books,
one by Adam Moss and the other by music producer
Rick Rubin, belong on your bookshelf. Last month, I
wrote about the creative impulse as an antidote to our
crazy times. These books help explain why. Rubin’s
The Creative Act is the more philosophical of the two.
It can sit on your nightstand so you can read a chapter
before going off to ged. Moss’s The Work of Art leans
more practical with tons of examples. A favorite is an
essay by film director Sofia Coppola as she describes
her work, including her time with actor Bill Murray for
the movie Lost in Translation. These books are not read-
through; they are open and read a small section, letting
that cﬁurn around 1n your soul for a while.

* The Work of Art: How Something Comes from
Nothing by Adam Moss
* The Creative Act: A Way of Being by Rick Rubin

For the Poetic in Mind

Very few people would put Marilynne Robinson,
most known for her novel Gilead, in the poetry
category, especially considering her focus is on the
Hebrew Bible book of Genesis. Yet, her treatment of
this first book of the bible is so unusual that it strikes
me as poetic. How has some of this information
not become scholarly commentaries on the Old
Testament? Robinson helps us see these old stories
with fresh eyes and understanding. For instance, the
famed narrative of the sacrifice of Isaac is retold as a
tale against infanticide, as opposed to the simplistic
interpretations and theological hoop-jumping around
theogicy most often espoused. This boo£ sﬁould be
a resource for anyone considering a class, sermon, or
film about this book central to the origins of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. British poet Malcolm Guite is
always delighted with his sonnets. In 2024, he released
an updated version of Sounding the Seasons. It's one
thing to read Guite, but it's a whole new experience to
listen to him, which you can do on his website. Many
Eleople say the same about poet/essayist David Whyte.

e fancies repeating lines from his poems when he
reads them aloud. Some seem to like that, but I find it
irritating. It’s as if he’s telling me this is essential here,
so listen carefully. I prefer reading Whyte; his latest
release just arrived in today’s mail. Consolations II is
a second volume of essays on ordinary living. In the
mundane, he steers the reader to witness something
extraordinary. I need that reminder.

* Reading Genesis by Marilynne Robinson

* Sounding the Seasons enlarged edition: One Hundred
and Ten Sonnets for Christian Year By Malcolm Guite
* Consolations II by David Whyte

That’s a wrap on some good reads. There was also
igreat music in 2024. T'll just give you one. If you
ike Jazz, check out Burnette Thompson’'s American
Rhapsody, which takes traditional music from the
three continents of Africa, Europe, and North America
and spins some lovely meditative tunes.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Thank you from
@* Sharon Hont & Family
2T I want to thank everyone

_' in the congregation that sent
@' <‘Hcads of condolences, gave
:’LL hugs, and offered heartfelt

prayers for me and my

family since the passing of
my Dad, Bob Barefoot. It has warmed my heart and
reinforced how loving and supportive this community
of Grace Lutheran can be. I truly appreciate all your
wishes and support in this challenging time.

With Thanks,
Sharon Hont
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Each month The Beacon reports who 1s
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
January’s flowers:

05 - In memory of Ethel, Edna, Helen,
Nevin ,Nolan & Glenn by sister
Erma Grim

12 - In memory of Peggy Keener by the
Keener Famil

19 - In memory ofy my parents Mary &
Jacob Valentine, for all the loved
ones, & in honor of the Senior Choir

-The pedestal flowers are in memory
of Dorothy & Curvin Thoman

26 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the

family
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February’s flowers:

02 - In memory of Ian McCleary by the
family

09 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the
family

16 - In memory of David Grim
husband & father by Erma Grim &
family

23 - In memory of Peggy Keener by the
Keener Family
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raBions

E)cmudry Cele
Biethdays

01 - Kathy Vivian
03 - Richard Hollingworth
03 - Jay Keener
03 - Kody Peters
05 Patrick Gwinn
- Todd Osterhaus
08 - Jackie Atkins
09 - Nancy McCleary
13 - Tammy Golden
13 - Josie Shoffner
14 - Christopher Hanzlik
17 - Dennis Grove
17 - Marian Warner
19 - Rae Williams
20 - Lynette Grim
25 - Dylan Peters
25 - Heidi Einsi
27 - Edward D %mger
28 - Cora Sue Herbst
30 - Lisa Crawford
30 - Beaté Ervin
30 - Daune Hartman

d

11 - Joey & Cindy Christenberry >
23 - Lin & Peg Rotz J
29 - Dennis & Vickie Grove = ;'J‘Ji-
*We strwe to kee}?l these lists accurate P[ease he[
us y cal mgt e o ce to remove or add names
“Thank you

We&/ﬁﬁnﬂ Anniversaries

'Ihe'Beacontls brought—to you by:

Chrls ]acobs, Edltor/ S _;erter -
enmfer Rudolf] Layout/StaffjWriter;
Ellen Warntz, Proo%lg(;g
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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